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Phe poizsonars olovd roleans: by Lhe ronekor of the TOMERE
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Th(* Pecontamination Comission began its work ab the end
cof July, when the boundaries of the affovied area hid already

héen layed cut end the most seriously ewposed populaticn |
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Aaagust 24, 1976 ace an Sollowns

I’u‘nmuli c-.E ot o vegols
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oo ool 1 ooresne, plus Ve
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AN rn" a l m‘ 0E i.’CJ...-'!E-.'.O 11 an u | Timitod povt of tha A
ares {(12-15 ha) adijccent to The TCMEG ‘fe*‘(.‘.'l'{'::r;}i-’, for Lhe
”purpuam of roeducdmr the quontity of dinxin precoent in Lhe
envivonwent. nd miniwmising Bhe rick of its sproading Lo

Coother arcan,

- A!lt)(‘al ion of o 10 ha oxpar ”"nwlL(;! |nn arer within Ltho A

[rs—— e o P et TRET 8 sy mimit e en
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Cares bo be noed fov tenidng cocontaminalion procedures for
buildings snd Chair spnurben . nces {covsbyards, qcn”ac‘m,,
cte.), strects, sguares, and the ground, where the congen-
tration of dioxwin ig not oxwicemealy high,

~ Thoe possibility of adopling whatever effcctivo tCChll(Huu

may be doeveloped hrough exporipontation on otherwise as-
; } ] I

Cquired, et any point in thoe sequaence of decontenvdination
S operations,

It iz clear from the wubove that the progrow ig open Lo

A L :

new developments throught its application, aud that it may
be modified and tproved accordingly., In regayd to the con-
siderable difficultics oncountoered in this woilk, it way ke
wall to remenber that this is perhaps the Firut time that o
stable and extremcly texie suvhstances such as Jioxiu has
escaped from an industrial agres and has come inlko contact
with o ].argé population,

The removal of vegobtation Oeechanical) mowing ol low-grow-
Cing vegetation, culling down of bushes, hadges, ete., defol-
iation and pruning of ferest tices, oto 0 béc.‘;tu‘: in the south-
"..Jern'pe«r“t. of the unevacuated B area, which was the Teast con-

taminaved. The uj,;u.ulumf will gradually be oxtended Lo the

\. am e =l




A area, ‘first in the southern part. and then in the north,
around the ICME%T'Eactory. The grass, foliage, hrunCOm, ole,
“will he collec: Pd uging all poosible procouvtions and trang-

' lport@d'in covered truekhs to o cpecial zene within the A area,

located near the 1Uﬁ1nv'w10r sl thoe soil deposit.. ALl
buildings, cquipment. and Services noccsﬁaxy fi51 decontamina-
tion operalions armlbming sol ap in 1hls aren, or in an ad-
- jacent, uncontaninated avea, Loth of which are easily acoas-
sible from all parts of the_ui?oc;ed territory. |
| The romovql of v-qr sion ¢ ould be comnlated within two
_Iménths. According to the ﬁirﬂl dala ava’lable, this operétion
‘should eliminate approximately 1/3 of the dioxin jrres ent in
the environment., o

| As previously mentjbned,'the deéﬁntamina;ion pxogruﬁ:in—:
cludes the removal of a 10 cm. layer of topsoil in the area
adjacent fo'the ICMRSA factory, covering shout 12-15 ha,
where the conce antration of dicxin reachrzs and evoen sﬁrpassem'zﬁ;ﬂ
. 2000 ug./sq.m. The soil will b2 removed and transported to |
fhe A area in such a way as to avoid diuperﬁion of the dion
:in. The aécumulated_soil will then be covered and placed on
an impermeable bed in order to proevent the dioxin ffom R
sploadlnq aTong the surface (carried by rain or WJnd) dnd o
Cinfiltrating Jnto the iower layers of Lhc groun;.

The collected materisl will be burned in a special incin-

i

erator, the specifications of which are still under study.
1 The highly conlaminated A aroa has been Fenced off, as
o ' e

recomuended by the Technical Pomm ssjuﬁ of the Italian

| Health Department .




'Iﬁ particulan, ﬁheléharacteristics ﬁo he decided upon in-
clude the tvpe of shruvctuare best suited Lo the kind of

.-material to be burned; the téh@erature and duration of com-

bustion necescary to guarantee complete damtruction of

@iosxin while praventing its fomeation fvom Lthe tx lehloro-

f phénol present; the conc of aralysis of the gaseous olflu-
ent during operation. The incinevotor will be equipped with
a post-combustion aeviCP.. | '

It is clear that reclawmalicn of the areas alfectoed by.the
.accident involves more than removing the highly contaminated
“vegetatién and soil. The remaining ground, the buildings

{houses, schools, factories, otc;), fhcir }Uwurtununccs-'
{courtyards, gardens, deiveways, ebc.), sguares, sﬁreets

and all open areas mist also be decontaminated. Yhe expérih
mentation now going on should provide valid recommendations

Iaé to the choice of techniqudr to be usoed. At present, the

. level of CQntnﬁinatlon in each of the ahove-mentionaed cate-

lgories.is being détermined using procedures laid oul in the
decontamination program, which also inciudes guido]inﬂs'for‘
testing the éffectiveness of decontamination methods througﬁ'

   the?ahalysis of samples before and aftexr ecach operdtion.

| In éonclusion, we may say that the decontaminatibn'prd-

"gram ouLllncd above consists of tﬁr@e main lines of'aotionzﬂ

the removal of vegetalion in the enllro afiocted area

. plus romoval of a layer of tmpsoll in the most hsqnly
contaminataed : zong, adjacent. Lo Lthe CMESA f‘ar:‘t'm‘y: :

_b the selection of decontamination methods and fcchn1queﬂ

ior different cnv1ronnrntal substrates through laboratory




Lo

“and field experimentation (the latter to be carried

Cout in a Limited part of the A area);

-¢. extensive applicalior of t1n most suitable wethods and

taltion described abova, for complete

contaminated area.

tc“hnlquuu, as deterrined ¢ 3 the has'ie of the experimen-

reclomation of the

A “Proqram for the nlrvo1]Janvo and Study of the ULOYJn

Contaminated Avens" is sbout o bﬁ cormmissioned, for app11~

cation both dl:ing and iollow;ng deconlbomination, An impor-

. tant part of the prograr will oo the study of the fate of

dioxin in the environmert, thew is, its

wind, animals, etec. and its lcazching ind

The final choice of nathod: will cext

dispers

o the

adnly

ion by rain,

not. be easy,

given the basic permisce behind the ralamation of this in-

dustrious Lowbary area: to preserve Lhe environment from

both a hygienic”and an ecological standpoint,

Advice and assistance, wherever they cowe frnm, wtl] Lhere-

fore be gratefully accepted and considered in an effort Lo

© golve the numerous problems of the Seveno area.
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