
 
 
 

Uploaded to VFC Website 
   November 2012    

 
 

This Document has been provided to you courtesy of Veterans-For-Change! 
 

Feel free to pass to any veteran who might be able to use this information! 
 

For thousands more files like this and hundreds of links to useful information, and hundreds of 
“Frequently Asked Questions, please go to: 

 

Veterans-For-Change
 

 
 
 

Veterans-For-Change is a 501(c)(3) Non-Profit Corporation 
Tax ID #27-3820181 

 
If Veteran’s don’t help Veteran’s, who will? 

 
We appreciate all donations to continue to provide information and services to Veterans and their families. 

 
https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=WGT2M5UTB9A78

 
 

 
 

Note:  VFC is not liable for source information in this document, it is merely 
provided as a courtesy to our members. 

 
 
 

 

11901 Samuel, Garden Grove, CA  92840-2546 

http://www.veterans-for-change.org/
https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=WGT2M5UTB9A78


Item D Number osssg G MScanned

Author

Corporate Author

RBpOrt/ArtlClB TltlB Tne Science Council for Research in Vietnam

Journal/Book Title

Year 1982

Month/Day AP"'

Color D

Number of Images °

Descriptor! Notes

Tuesday, March 19, 2002 Page 5589 of 5611



THE SCIENCE COUNCIL FOR

RESEARCH I N V I E T N A M

W a s l i i r u j t o n , D . C. A p r i l ,



A p r i l , MR,.

THE SCIENCE COUNCIL FOR RESEARCH IN VIKTI.'AM

I . _ I n t r pjj uc t i oni _ - The Coumjil_'s Pur;

Tn the aftermath of the Vietnam c o n f l i c t , then..'
are several ongoing scientific issues of" direct. interest,
to the United States. Among the most important of these
is the continuing concern of many who nerved i.n the
U. S. Armed Forces in Vietnam and their f a m i l i e s <n>->.^
possible long-term adverse health effects as a resu.lt »\
that service.

In the last few years, si qn i f .Leant. j u b l i c atten-
tion has focused on Agent Orange, a phr>noxy herbi.ci ; » •
used extensively in Vietnam for defoliating jungle are.is
and base perimeters. Agent Orange was mack! by combin-
ing two herbicides (2,4~D and 2,4,b-T) t h a t were in -.vie.!..'
s pread use in agriculture and forestry. l ) u r i n < j the
nit'mui"oct:uring process, 2,4, j~T is unavoid.il 'y c'ont<u:i-
inatcd with 2 , 3 , 7 ,8-TCDD, a h i g h l y toxic form ;.'. dioxin.
Approximately 100 million pounds of Agent Orange wore
used in Vietnam between 1964 and 1.970. Its use was
halted when scientific reports indicated a possible'
association between exposure to n,4,!~>-T and b n t l i 'lefe.-t

The Veterans Administration began r eoo i v i n<j com-
plaints in 1978 from veterans alleqing health problems
as a result of exposure to Agent Orange.; in Vietnam.
Among problems reported to the VA are various forms oi
cancer, liver ailments, neurological disorders, loss of
sexual potency, skin lesions, birth defects among off-
spring, as well as generalized multi-system disorders.
Additionally, several other possible causes have been
suggested for the unusual health problems reported amonu
the- Vietnam veteran population and their children. The.;'.:
include: other herbicides used in Vietnam (such as
Agent Blue, an arsenical); Dapsone (an anti-malarial
drug with adverse side effects re-ported in the scientific
.literature); aflatoxin (a naturally occurring toxin that
sometimes occurs in rice in Southeast Asia); a.s w e l l as
drug and/or alcohol use among servicemen.



The veterans' concerns have resulted j n a sub-
stantial amount of attention being given by UK; scien-
tific community in this country and throughout, t.ho
world to both Agent Orange-related questions and the?
broader public health issues raised by the report:;.
Uni'ortuna tely , despite much speculation among sc lent i. si s
and in the media, there are s t a l l few definitive answers
to the difficult scientific issued involved. There is ,
accordingly, a critical need for a comprehensive scien-
tific research program to seek and develop answers.

To meet this need, the Federal government lias
embarked on a major scientific research program designed
to examine, insofar as practicable, the issuers raised
by the veterans' health concerns and to at tempt to
reach scientifically valid conclusions about the rela-
tive merits of those concerns. This research program
is aimed at examining the possible health effects o(
exposure to phenoxy herbicides, including Agent Orange,
bat includes as well a broader examination of other
potential health hazards to which American servicemen
were exposed in Southeast Asia. I t include:; several
major studies which are already underway or are in
advanced stages of planning. Among these? are, f i r s t ,
a d e t a i l e d examination and study of the I . l i g h t ci^ws
and ground support personnel involved in t i n 1 H. !'. A i i
Force "Ranch Hand" program which sprayed Agent Orange
in Vie-tnam. This study, which is being conduct eel by
the Aii- Force and overseen by an independent sc i on t i i. .i e:
advisory panel, is underway and initial results are
expected in late 1983, with the study te; continue; for
approximately 20 years in order to enhance the l i k e l i -
hood of detecting latant or subtle health ef.'foe:ls.

Second, the program includes a birth de?lce:ts
stuely, also already begun, that is being conelucted by
the Centers for Disease Contresl of the U. S. Public
Health Service. This study is designed to address the;
concern of many Vietnam veterans and their f a m i lies
about the possibility of birth defects among their c h i l d -
ren. It involves use of health data in the? Atlanta Con-
genital Birth Defects Registry. This study also is
expected to yield initial results in 1C)B3, with full
results over the following year or two.



Third, a major study of u. S. Armed Forces
ground troops in Vietnam is currently being planned.
A scientific protocol, prepared by UCLA's School of
Public Health, is now in extensive scientific peer re--
views. The ground troops study, which is to be con-
ducted under the direction of the Veterans Administra-
tion, will examine, insofar as practicable', a wide
range of possible health problems among the Vietnam
veteran population. Like the two studies cited above,
this study will also be ongoing for a number of years.
In addition to these three major studies, the Federal
government has undertaken or is planning a number of
related studies to examine various aspects of t h e
issued raised by the Agent, Orange controvert,1,'.

In early 1980, overall responsibility foi
planning, coordinating, and monitoring a l l Agent Oi.tnge
studies at the Federal level was assigned by the Carter
Administration to an interagency work group under 'he
leadership of the Department of Health and Human Setv-
ces. Also participating on the original InIoragency
Work Group (1WG) wore the Departments of Def-uis", A g r i -
culture, and Labor, the Veterans Administration, and
the Knvironmental Protection Agency, with the Congress'
scientific advisor, the Office of Technology Assessment,
participating as an observer. In July, 1'JHL, the Keaij in
Administration upgraded and expanded the » r i - | i n i l g t nip
by creating the current Agent Orange Working Group (M'A-.V,
of the Cabinet Council on Human Rosouices. Like the
original interagency work group, the leadership role
in the AOWG is assigned to the Department ol H e a l t h am.
Human .Services, and participants include a l l of the o r i -
ginal member agencies as well as several oth< r.s, w i t h
the Congressional Office of Technology Assessment con-
tinuing as an observer. Further, as was the case w i Ui
the origi.nal interagency work group, the key role in
the AOWG is played by its Scientific Panel, which is
comprised of eminent Federal scientists representing a
wide range of scientific disciplines, backgrounds, and
perspectives .

Broadly defined, the mission of the Federal A<jont
Orange Work Group—and most particularly its Sc i.en t i. i' i e
Panel—is to develop and monitor the conduct of all A'joni
orange-related research being conducted or funded by the.1

Federal government, as well as to report on, levicv. and
interpret the results of that research.



Karly i n i t s a c t i v i t i e s , t h e 0 1 i g i n a l Sci.i • > ' i t . •
1'anel pieparod and submitted t ' > r review by the ','.'' I ' . n a l
Research Council of tiie National Acack>my 01 S.cienc--^ an
interim research aqcnda on Agent Orange and related
topics which was endorsed by that Council as so i enti--
fically sound. The current Federal research effort i:.
continuing along the lines charted by the 01 i q i n a ] S c i -
entific 1'anel in that interim agenda, w i t h a c> ̂ n I i nu i i r :
commitment of funding and personnel rc.sourees by b . t h
the Carter and Reagan Administrations, and broad supe-a 1

from a wide spectrum of Members ol Congress of a l l p o 1 i t
cal persuasions. Additionally, virtually all o! the
national veterans organizations have embraced the basi .-
thrust of the Federal scientific research effort as Le;n
generally responsible, honest, and fairly well organized.
This is not to say that, there is unanimity on all i .,:;ue<;
within the veterans community or in the; A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,
the Congress or the scientific community. There i s ,
however, broad consensus that the- Fedora! government
has been working responsibly toward l o s o l v i n i the i m p ; a t . ;
public health issues presented.

in addition to the Federal effort, a minboi < > f
States have established Agent Oianqe Commission', w i t h
State1 legislatures mandating or authorizing State depa:
merits of public.: health and/or State un i.vet :_• i I ie:; t ' ) c < : . -
duct Agent Orange-related h e a l t h studies. yoroo1.-. > r , i
:,'imbo) of univer si ti es and indivi.in.il i osi ar'-'n. •) .. :.,r<.;-.:.
out t.he Initee'i ,l.,latos and abi o.ul have, lea > : . . ; • , ( i i ne ,
be.'on conducting public health and environmental roseai .-h
on phonoxy herbicides. Alsei contributinq to Lae i nere ->-'•'.'
amount of information a v a i l a b l e in t.lie s c i e n t i f i c conrrn
i t y is a compi ehensive review of the world 1.-, sclent i ." i e
literature on phcnoxy herbicides recently compiled ;'• r
t h e Veterans Administration.

While considerable governmental, and p r i v a l ' s"i-
entific resources are being applied in t.he United State:,
and abroad in attempting to address both the Agent Oranjo
issue and, to a certain extent, the broader public h e a l t h
issues raised by the long-term worldwide use of phcivjxy
herbicides in forestry and agriculture-, then- is a s i g -
nil'icant gap in those scientific- efforts and studies. i !
is the absence of on-site work in Vietnam. Spec i. f ica I 1 y ,
the scientific investigation of the Agent Ot ancje issu'
is being directly inhibited, first, by the; absence • >\
reliable, independently gathered and verified data on
environmental conditions in Vietnam, especially in area:;
that were heavily sprayed with herbicides d u r i ,q t h e V i • - (-.
nam conflict, and, second, by the? lack of reliable ,. ; L-..I
regarding the health status of the Vietnamese populat i .:,.



.;

For example, basic onvi ronmonua I c i . i t a would
demons trab.l y aid govornmcnt. scientists in di>s i gninq
and helping to assure the r e l i a b i l i t y of the i; . ;;. .
Li oops study currently being planned. Kopri'sonfa t ivo
soil samples could be gathered from test. and o . a i t i o l
areas proposed, for use in so 1 ec t i nq ground t r u o p p o p n l a -
t i»ns to bo included in the study. The analysis »f t i n •:•,'.•
soil, sample data could prove invaluable i t ; 'Mihant: i nq
t h e r e l i a b i l i t y of the test. and c o n t r o l p. ,j > M i ,, i j , ,ns
chosen foi- the study,

Wh i .1 o not imperative, those and oi;,oi basic e> -
vironmental and .public health data--if gathered aiKi
analyzed in accordance with standard scientific practices
could be of major importance to Federal, and u n i v e r s i t y -
basod phenoxy herbicide research. Add it i ona 1 1 y , ,n; ,M.
•an Coi: tuna t:e but real leqacy of. the conflict thoie, Vi.-.1!.-
naiii provides a major opportunity for the .scient.il u;
community to conduct a wide ranyc of environmental and
public health studies of qenoral application and importan

While the scientific community has been proceod--
i nq to study the Agent Orange issue without access Lo
Vietnam, it would clearly be desirable to improve Hie
reliability of the research, and the .likelihood ol
success in finding answers to the veterans ' conceins,
through direct access to Vietnam by Americin scient i i. i u
i e searchers .

The basic purpose of the .Science Council
I'i'searcli in Vietnam will be to create such access. The
Council will servo as an independent, nonproi.it. s c i o n t i -
1 ic advisory body and resource center to f a c i l i t a t e ,
review, monitor, report on, and, in some cases, a c t u a l l y
to undertake directly scientific research in Vietnam.
Heavy emphasis will be placed in initial tosoaich undei-
taken under Council auspices on complement ing tin.- currer.f
lesi.-urch effort of the United States Government under the
aegis of the Agent Orange Work Group. A second and re-
lated purpose of the Council will be to develop, conduct,
and coordinate, and report to the scient.il ic community
on the findings of more broadly focused scientific studje
in Vietnam. A third purpose will be to encourage the
development of cooperative exchanges of s c i o n t i t i o i n i « , r - - -
mation, resources and expertise between the United States
and Vietnam, primarily through American and Vietnamese
uni vorsi t: i es .



a'c'

The Council will bo entirely independent of my
other organization and will not have fornal a f f j j i a ' ion
with any other organisation. 1.1. will not: operate to
promote the normalisation of relations between the
United Stales and Vietnam, nor w i l l i t . engage in any
activities other than tho so i ont i t i c cl'l'oit desci. i bed
above. Initially, as noted abovo, 1 he prime focus >>\
the Council will be to design and carry out a series
of scientific research activities in Vietnam designed
to fill in, as quickly as possible, gaps in basic scien-
tific data needed, or desirable, to help support Federal I
sponsored Agent Orange research.

Once that effort is underway, the: Council's
gram will expand. To assure the scientific cal i. bei
.integrity and independence of: a l l Counci 1 -sanct i ' > i u
research, the basic framework and approach of the W
House Agent Orange Working Group's Scientific Pain1!
1)0 followed with respect to a l l s c i e n t i f i c - ,ict i v i t i > • • ,
undertaken b y t h e Council. Sp'oil i c a l l y , .'•.••i(.nt i f i i .
a c t i v i t y reports and time tables, fund. ing charts, p o-
tocol descriptions, and all other documentation w i l l
!"• prepai ed in tlie formats, ind with the c:ont(:iit ,
established and used for AOWG activity. l.acl, : , c i e n t i
l i e activity proposed for inclusion in the (.'. mnc 1 i 1. ' s
piogram will be subjected to outside, i ndeperuiont pei.;r
review to assure the integrity and adequacy of the.' pro--
posed protocol, and all. data and analyse:; will, lie s i . m i l
arly subjected to independent poor review. Audi, ti ' i i a l l y
regular reports of all of the Council's activities w i l l
be made publicly available and an effort w i l l be m.ide i. ,
assure continuing coordination and cooperation with t h e
Federal researchers.

Importantly, each of the major scientific disci-
plines will be represented on tho Council by eminent
university-based scientists recognized for their ind -
pendcnce, competence, and integrity. Scientists serving
as resources to the Council will do so without compc>nsj-
t.ion, although those engaged i'1 direct research spo:is»:e'
by the Council will, of course, be underwritten by the
Council, and out-of-pocket, expense;-., ;;uch as for i . i a v o i
to peer review meetings, will be reimbursed wherever
possible. Attached as Appendix A is an i n i t i a l l i s t
of prospective areas of scientific eoopetation b'Mv.oen
the United States and Vietnam, which leflocfs in goni.M.il
terms the nature and breadth o( the expertise (•> be so.ig



i l l . Official and Diplomatic l'nd"ri' (.and i n ; s

To assure the Council's so i • >n t i. f".i c i n ' < - - i . " ! . i • '•..
i ndet and c> nee, the State l)ep..u trvnt w i l l be s'onsa]' • ; i.(;
aelp ariange a complete set of w r i t t e n , i l b i - i ! mi • ; : i •: i
advance understandings foi a l l transactions v.'ith t h e
x : otnamese. These uadet s land i mis would o> >n I e:ap 1 a t > •
« 's'.i'ing, at a minimum, the following ô::,.n i ' ;. ;etit .; ,.,
'the pa r t. of Vietnam :

o Assured f i e e access t o t v i s i t i n ;
American scientist:", and supp'jj I.
personnel as necessary t t carry
ou t Council-sanctioned sci^;.' i f i t
research ;

u No engaqement of vi.sit.inij sc i ent i . - , LS
or support personnel in any p o l i t i c a l
or media activities while \\\ v . i i ' l i . a ; : ;

o Provision, w i t h i n available iesourees,
of facilities and logistical supp u t
as necessary to supnoit s.c i en t. i f " : e
act ivi t i.t;s ; and

o No effort to tie the Council 's a c i i v i t . v
to any other agenda, .such as the
normalisation of r e l a t ions b.'twei n
United States and Vietnam.

Thus, the Council will work closely v.'i I h ' h « '
:'ta!t..' Department: to develop a set of <n < und I ' . i l " 1 , !• i
a'.l a c t i v i t i e s to be undertaken by the Counci 1 tn.n.
:n\'olvi,- d.ij'ect contact with thi-1 Vietn<imese. Also, •].••

anc i 1 will work w i 1 l~i the Stsiie ijr-j) ir t.ini M I < (o s o l -
Uvelop procedures t'e-r u ltimately including in .'•; , • : ! ' ; • •
: ic deli '(j.i t ions making site? visits to Viet.nam '>n • • •
: ;. l e s c i e n t i s t s who are direct, ly involved i n t i n ' I ' • • • < ' • ! , ,
^.•.'i'rninent ' s research effort. Again in corsult>.i: i a.
w i t h th>.' State Department, the Council w i l l attr-nip 1.. '. •
s.ecurc written agreement by representatives or vj'-tna;:!
l o tnc.' above conditions and/or to any a d d i t i o n a l or
a l t e r n a t i v e conditions suggested by the State I >epa i isiiet. •
':his a]jpi'oach is intended to insure t.he inft:gt i t y 01
the Council's scientific efforts as well as to pi v i d i
insulation for American scientists and uni vers i t i , > s
participating in Council-sponsored acti/jties a'.;.ti.n.st
t:!iarges of dealincj with a country with which t h e U n i ' i
States has no diplomatic relations,.



IV. Funding

Funding of individual, research projects spon.-;..i
by the Council will be provided by chui i. tab I e , .;"ivire
01 gani zu t i on , corporate, university, i n d i v i d u a l MI u .yi
mental sources interested in .supporting part, i o u i i r i e ••
seatch activities. It is expected that the act!"
of t lie Council w i l l , be developmental and, hence, ,
d e t a i l e d budget must r e f l e c t - that fact. however,
start-up costs for administrative and .logistical :
are expected to be in the ramjo - > f $7'^,()00 to ;';.!<>
This will include the cost of ar:.ungjng undors! in,
w ith the Vietnamese authorities as well as i n i l i a
to Vietnam by scientific and policy advisors to the
Council. The nature and .scope of the program subsequent.!1/
undertaken by the Council will, directly depend on the
;eputation developed by the Council for scion' .i i ic i n t e g r i t y
and impartiality and the level of funding suppoi I seen i:ed.
At the outset, however, the Council will be created and
will develop detailed plans for the first stage of i t s
research program within six weeks of meot.inq i's i n i t i a l
l unding requirements.

y. _ . .

Because of the continuing t.ii t tornoss I'j-oin the V i « ' l .
nain conflict, a major effort will be required to e x p l a i
the Council's purpose and and its program. Most parH-
i:ularly, this effort will stress the importance <>[ th-.-
I'ouncil as a means of helping to answc>r quer; tiori:; , i | j - i ; i
pofjsililo long-term adverse health effects among votorai!
as a result of their service in Vietnam that c a n i i < > i
answered in any other way.

VI. 5-12PJ'1 fic' Vf >' 1 i- P

. I n i t i a l l y , the development , oi the S c i e n c e C o u i i c i
!or Kose. ' . rch i n V i e t n a m i s b e i n g u n d e r t a k ' - n as , a p r j / ' c
of the V i e t n a m Veterans of A m e r i c a . I t i s a COD t i n ' i
•u id d i r e c t ou tg rowth o f the late l ' ) 8 i v i s i t to V i e t i u : . i
M r . Robe r t M u l l e r , E x e c u t i v e D i r . u > c f o r of the V V A , , i ; i : i ." •
John Ter / .ano , Wash i ncj ton O f f i c e D i r e c t o r . H o t h Hi . . ' ' , ' i l
and M r . r J 'e r ; :ano, as veil as th° o t h e i " tv/o v e t e r a n ' - , v / tv >
accompan ic .Hl t h e m , a r e Anuu ican v e t e r a n ; ; v/ho !> . • ! i e ^ • _ • t h a '
s> : ic , ' n t i f ic research in V i e t n a m can d. i I ' f . -c t 1 v c o p t i i l . i u t . i . - '



iindjmj answers to serious unanswered quest ions ai> 'in
Agent Orange. Moreover, they bold eve that: tho Council
can and will help accelerate and strengthen t lie h e a l i n
process in America from the wounds of." the Vietnam Con-
f l i c t . The VVA expects to enlist the support .in this
i-H'ort of a wide spectrum of veterans orcjani xa t. i on:;,
as v.'oll as bi-partisnn support from Members of Conqios'
.mil at least informal approval from the Adm i n i s t i , i
I n sum, tho proposed Council can and wi 1 I. serve t."
a much-needed function tor America's V i e t n a m vctei.ms

farni.li.es and for others qen^rally <:• )n-..'i • rn< •• i
aj t.ennath oi the VLetn.un conl l i e ! .



ARIAS Of COOPERATION - U.S. AND VH.TNAMr.SL DN1V!K i

1 . Priori ty areas
a . mic rob io logy
b. microelectronics and microprocessor appl i cat ions '-x--
c. a p p l i e d mathematics, physics, chemistry, biology
d. environmental protection

7. (ieneral a reas of interest
l iiemi s t ry
.1. Chemist ry of natural products - s tero id compounds, terpenoid C I K M I I J . t ry
b. Separation and concentration of rare and noble elements
c. Polymers - based on using natural products of Vietnam, for use

in medicine, etc,
d. Surface chemistry - silica and alumina-silica systems
e Inorganic - semiconductor use in electronics, in organics derived

from native materials
f. Catalysis and Petrochemistry; catalysts based on rare earths, z e o l i t e
g. Organic -- polymerization of acrylarnide, synthesis of insect hormones

Rust corrosion
Tropicalization techniques

I'hysics
1. Applied solid state, amorphous semiconductors
/J Microelectronics and microprocessor applications
'!. X-ray fluorescence, radiochemical methods
•1. Iheoreticul physics - supergravity, gauge theories, etc.

1 . Microbiology especially as applied to industrial a p p l i c a t i o n s
,'. I'lant physiology and plant and seed protection, plant genetics
.<, Ni trogenation techniques

L in] i nppr i njj and __Agri cul tur_e
1 . Urban pianning
?. Appropriate technology studies
'(. Solar energy applications - crop drying, shrimp dryer
4. Acid soils - rice production
i > . Soybean processing, growing
(-. Systems analysis; Computer science
7. Agricultural economists - problems relating to storage, t ran'.port,

nortuary facilities, energy usage
o. Fisheries - shrimp and clam culture and production - freshwater

fish production and culture
9. Sericulture research and development

10. Milk production
1 1 . Forestry - engineering, training, products rcsoorch, rehabi 'i i ! ' '.ion

of forestry equipment
\'L . Icology - water management, hydraulic science training, ground-

water exploration, protection of the environment

Heal Ih Science
i . Nursirv;; Lraining



?. C a r d i o l o g y , or thopedics
3. Peel u i t i i cs
4. Nutrition - nutritional disorders caused by malnourishmen!
5. Design of pilot plant for the production of a n t i b i o t i c s
6. Infectious tropical diseases; malaria, dysentary
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