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AGENDA

VA Advisory Committee on Health-Related Effects'of Herbicides

June 11, 1979

VA Central Office
810 Vermont Ave., N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20420

Room 119

10:00 A.M. Welcome - James C. Crutcher, M.D.
Chief Medical Director

10:05 A.M. Review of Advisory Committee's Functions and
Relationships - Paul A. L. Haber, M.D., Chairman

10:15 A.M. Summary of VA Steering Committee's Activities
by Steering Committee Chairman and Members

10:45 A.M. Herbicide Research - Lawrence B. Hobson, M.D.
Deputy ACMD for Research
and Development

11:00 A.M. Individual Reports by Advisory Committee Members
on Their Activities Related to Herbicides

12:00 noon L U N C H

1:30 P.M. Continuation of Individual Reports

2:30 P.M. Presentation and Discussion of Written Questions
from VA Steering Committee to Advisory Committee

3:00 P.M. Written Questions from the Floor

3:25 P.M. Future Meetings

3:30 P.M. Adjournment



ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON HEALTH-RELATED EFFECTS OF HERBICIDES

MEMBERSHIP - JUNE 1979

Paul A. L. Haber. M. D. - CHAIRMAN
Assistant Chief Medical Director

for Professional Services
Veterans Administration Central Office
810 Vermont Avenue, N. W.
Washington, D. C. 20420
202/389-2214

Gerrit W. H. Schepers. M. D. - VICE-CHAIRMAN
Medical Service
Veterans Administration Central Office
810 Vermont Avenue, N. W.
Washington, D. C. 20420
202/389-2550

James R. Allen. Jr.. Ph.D.
Professor of Pathology
The University of Wisconsin
Medical School

Department of Pathology
470 North Charter Street
Madison, Wisconsin 53706
608/263-3524

Irving B. Brick. M. D.
Senior Medical Consultant
National Veterans Affairs

and Rehabilitation Commission
The American Legion
1608 K Street, N. W.
Washington, D. C. 20006
202/389-2603

J. David Erickson, D.D.S., Ph.D.
Center for Disease Control
Birth Defects Branch
Atlanta, Georgia 30333
404/236-3967

Jack Griffith. Ph.D.
Acting Director
Hazard Evaluation Division, TS-769
U. S. Environmental Protection Agency
401 M Street, S. W.
Washington, D. C. 20460
703/557-7490
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ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON HEALTH-RELATED EFFECTS OF HERBICIDES

MEMBERSHIP - JUNE 1979

(Continued)

Philip C. Kearney. Ph.D.
Chief, Pesticide Degradation Laboratory
Department of Agriculture .--••
Building 050 • BARC West
Beltsville, Maryland 20705
301/344-3533 or 3082

Richard A. Lemen
Assistant Chief
Industrywide Studies Branch
Robert A. Taft Laboratories
4676 Columbia Parkway
Cincinnati, Ohio 45226
513/684-3593

Robert H. Lenham
Special Projects Officer
National Service and Legislative Headquarters
Disabled American Veterans
807 Maine Avenue, S. W.
Washington, D. C. 20024
202/554-3501

Carolyn H. Lingeman. M. D.
Carcinogenesis Testing Program
National Cancer Institute
Room 402, Delray Building
National Institutes of Health
Bethesda, Maryland 20205
301/576-2434

Walter W. Melvin. Jr.. M. P.. Sc.D.
Professor, Environmental Health Sciences
Colorado State University
Fort Collins, Colorado 80523
303/491-6115 or 6136
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MEMBERSHIP - JUNE 1979

(Continued)

John A. Moore. D.V.M.
Associate Director for
Research Resources Program

National Institute of Environmental
Health Sciences

P. 0. Box 12333
Research Triangle Park, North Carolina 27709
919/629-3267

SheIdon D.Murphy. Ph. D.
Department of Pharmacology
University of Texas Medical School -
Houston, Texas 77025
713/792-5977

Colonel J. W. Thiessen. MC USA
U. S. Army Environmental Hygiene Agency
Aberdeen Proving Ground, Maryland 21010
301/671-2304
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• JON i 1

PROPOSED QUESTIONS TO BE ADDRESSED TO THE ADVISORY COMMITTEE
ON THE TOXIC EFFECTS OF HERBICIDES.

1. Do the available data on exposure of Vietnam veterans to
herbicides permit the performance of scientifically valid
epidemiologica1 studies on the long-term health effects of
h e r b i c i d e s in this group?

2. What are the best human population groups in which to
study the long-term effects of herbicides on health, and how
may these studies best be conducted?

3. Of what diagnostic value are the following procedures in
assessing possible herbicide toxicity: levels of dioxin in
fat pad biopsies; study of immune factors; study of chromosonal
patterns; and study of li v e r microsomal enzymes? What
additional diagnostic procedures should be considered?

4. Is it possible for herbicides to have long-term adverse
effects on the male reproductive system?

5. What topics should be included in the educational
curricula being developed to upgrade knowledge of potential
herbicide toxicity among VA Staff members?

6. What sorts of animal studies would make the most important
contributions to understanding the potentially toxic effects
of herbicides in humans?

7. What additional data should be included in the VA's
he r b i c i d e registry over that being currently collected?

8. What are the known facts on the persistence of dioxin and
the herbicides used during the Vietnam War in water, soil and
the atmosphere? Can these media serve as a source of human
exposure to dioxin and herbicides?

9. What medical tests should be utilized to help establish a
diagnosis of chronic herbicide-induced toxicity among Vietnam
veterans?

10. Can c r i t e r i a be established for determining the level of
exposure of m i l i t a r y personnel to dioxin during the Vietnam
war based on spraying tapes and unit histories.

11. Will it be possible to.develop standards and criteria
which define the precise relationship between herbidides and
dioxin with chronic adverse effects in humans? Can these
criteria also specify the reasonable limits between the time
of exposure to herbicides and the development of disease?
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