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AS NOTED IN THE NTIS ANNOUNCEMENT,
THIS REPORT IS LESS THAN 50% LEGIBLE,
HOWEVER, LT IS THE BEST REPRODUCTION
AVAILABLE FROM THE COPY FURNISHED
NTIS BY THE CONTRIBUTOR,
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.. ALTHOUGH THE HERBICIDAL CROP DESTRUCTION AND DEFOLIATION PROGRAKS Il SOUTH .
cvee.)  VIETHAM HAVE REEN LNPIEZENTED VITH CAUTION ALD SUBJECTED TQ FREQUENT RE= LR
<, EVAIUATION, SCHE DOUST PIRSISTS COLCTANING THE BALANCE BETVEEN THE RESULTING
- <" . ADVERSE IMPACT ON THE VIET CONG ALD THT ADVERSE IMPACT ON ALLIED EFFORIS e
*  CAUSED BY THE POSSIDIE ALIENATION OF CIVILIANS. THIS STUDY REVIZIS TXISTING
EVIDENCE AYD CONCIULZS THAT, AT THE PRESZNT TLE, THE ADVAKTAGES 10 THE ALLIED
FORCES FROY BOTH FROGRI2S SIGIIFICANTIY OUIWEIGH THE DISADVARTAGES. N.ORE-
gﬁo::kﬁm FAVORABIF, PALANCS SHOULD SUPPORT A CONSLDERABLE ACCELERATION OF THE
:3. - ’ .o .

" "CROP DESTRUCTION, COUBLUSTED ON A LIAITED SCALE, HAS MOT SIGNTFICANTLY AFFECTED
.. ¢ . OVERALL VC FOOD SUPPLIES, BUT HAS CAUSED iLSISTICAL DIFFICULTIES, DIVERSICHS
... . OF BANPOUER, SONE DETERLORATION OF ORALE, AND AT 1EAST TEMPORANY FOCD SHCRTw
77 AGES IN THE TARGET, AREAS, VC 10SS OF EFFECTIVE PUBLIC SUPPORT DUE 70 TIE '

fv'. . FLO4 OP REFUCTES FRON TV VC~CORTROLIED TARGST AREAS AND THE DECSALIZATION OF

o« THOSE REWATHLEG FROBADYY HAS OUTWSIGITD GAINS OF ADDITIONAL VOLUNTARY SUPFORT.

% . CIVILIANS IN Ti% TARGIT ADEA3 KAVE SUFFERZD SSVERE HARDSHIPS, AID NUCH, BUT
L NOR ALL, OF THRIR RESENTFSN HAS BESM DIRZCTED {CJARD THE US AND CVM. THUS,
. IN THE TARGET AREAS, THS 313ACT PROBABLY NAS BEEH ADVERSE TO THE GOAL OF GAI'=

5 i ING POPULAR SUFPORT FCX THS GVl IN !.0\-‘1‘&131.71‘ AREAS, HOZEVER, WO SIG‘JIFI%T_ 4
Ooit, JHPACT HAS BEEN APPARZNT. oo

DEFOLIATION OPERATIONS HAVE DERN CENZRALLY EFFECTIVE IN INCREASING THE SECURITI
OF FRIENDLY INSTALLATIC:S az:n LIICS OF CCIZUNICATION ALD, CN A LINITED SCALS,

IN CAUSILG SOME DISRUPTION OF VO LOVENENT. .VC BASE ARTAS AISO HMAVE BEEN RER-

., DERED MORE VULNIRABIE TO a’I“I'I\CaC, WD THS YC HAVE EVACUATED THOSE AREAS, REe

- SENTHENT TOLAD THE Y3 ALD GVl CAUSED BY TIE UNINTERTTIONAL DESIRUCTICN OF .
o7, GIVILIAN CuOPS IS A SERIGUS FRODIEX, ESPECYALLY SINCE FANY OF TiR AFFECTED

o T PRASORS DO NOT VR URDE:K ve COZ‘.TROL, BUT XT DOES NOT OUT;L'EIG}I ‘I‘}E J\DVM"N-.G..S
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Ce 0o EVAWUATION OF HERBICIDY DESATIGHS X THE REPUDLIC, OF VIETH .
. . . .' . ( .’ L. o ) .: .

.

" ' A. P_u_::pg_a_é.‘ Tha purposd of tnid study is to dotermine and ovaluate -t

the bennfits and dutrinento aceruing to tho Allied Forcos from herdicide - .. " .
oporations condusted in the Ropublie of Viotnam (RVH). P

B, Scope. This study focuses on conditions Yhat cxist emong the
ard the eivilian population vhich &ra attributable, ut loast in : o
part, to tho employreont of herbicidas in RV, Aduinistrative ond operatiomal |
aspects of the horbicide program are not considered excvept for background et
- parpesos. Yoreover, whilo various other RVN and US programs--including .
., other aspacts of resources control, psyvar oporations, tae refugee program,
and the prozraz for cozpenoation for civilian damage —= havo an important .
boaring on tho impact of harbicido oporations and aro corsidered in the
couree of this etudy, o attempt is made to systematically evaluate those
prograns, : . LR T
3 """"-'_.. . . . * ' P

: i -1I. DJSCUSIION, : C A ' ,‘:.S; KSR
o X poncs of Horbicide Opeentions, Herbicide oporaticns axo .
~ sonductod by %&tuy forzep in iV for tiwo basic purponaormcrop destruction -

. and defolinilon. As a part of Alliod eccnomic warfora efforts, herbicidal .

. erop dostruction eperations are dosignoed to woaken the Viet Cong var offort
by donying thom certain gources of focd cupply. Aorial sprayins of nontoxie

- herblcidos deotroys V¢ crops and civilian crops which otherico would acerue -

J An subotantial part to tho VO and which cannot feawibly boe protectod from ’
the V¢ or soeured for (VY utilization or uistribution. Herbicide operations . -
do not enconpasy the dostruction of harvested feodsturfe. Dafoliation T e
Lo+, operations are utilized to dostroy or control natural vegetation, thercby
. aXxposing tho sprayed arca to botter vioual observotion and suking enesy . .- - .-
+ i, installotions and activitios more casily dotoctuble, T

2¢ Extont of Herbicide eratioi;g'.

&, ¥roo the bepinning of horbieidal erop destruction operationo
In 1962 wntll zid-¥areh 1966, approxinately 39,000 hectares (roughly 96,000 -
- #ores} of cultivated lund wero oprayed. (Soo Annex A.) Oporations have
e hean copducted in various warginal or dofiecit production arsas wrder VG cone
L™ trol, but have not beon suthorized in IV Corps Tactical Zory, whor: thero
i +%s o foud surplug and whoro linited erop dostruction would havo minimal
’, Smmedists impact on the VO, .

. b. From 1962 through February 1966, =123 aireraft conduct,.ed ‘
. Gefoliation cparations over approxizotely 123,000 hecteres (about 316,000
e, _a.e::os} of vegotation throughout RVN, (Soo Annex A,} In sddition, limited
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. reamponsate for this loss,

;xperimohtnl defoliation was conductcd in 1961, and apraying has been con=
ducted on & small acalo by holicoptera, hand ppray pumps, end "Buffalon
turbines, : . . L e

Be- Lrop Destruction Operetions,

: o 1... " LI A LI
-, 3 Impact on the Viet Cons, X Cod T R
"4 | & Effest on Food Sugply. . L.

- {1) It has beon ostimated that in 1965 encugh foodstulfs,
primarily manioe, swoel potatoca, and rice, to rucd‘&bout 245,000 people
Zor one year wore dostroycd by herbitide opsrations.,* Bocause many of tha -
destroyed crops belongod to ‘civilians, tho total arount destroyed cannot .
be considercd to be a direct detidiant to tho V& troops and cadre. Tha

, destroyed civiliosn erops wero located, however, in erenas undar V¢ control

" or influence, Thcrefore, & substantiad proporticn of the yield would have
.- aeerued to the VG as a rogull of produciion taves, foreed nnd veluntary

sales, and contributions.® As much as 70 to 80 poreont of ¢ivilian pro-
duction in ecue sprayed nrcas goas to the VG, but demands vary in different
Areas, and a pracise ovorall perceringe aceruing to tho V0 frew all target

aroas cannst be determined, _ . . :

v,
. LR

» . e .r
. {2) In addition to tho loss of destroyed creps, the V¢
have in some instancea been unablo to purchase food becauco of eivilian .
hoarding caused by fear of herbicide operations.” Koreover, crop destruction
oftell produces a cubstanticl flos of rofugees to GVi-controlled arcas, erd

- the V€ lose al) benofits from the future preductive efforts of these peoplo.s

VC gains from confiseatiog of "proporty loft by rofugees normally do not

(3) Past crop dostruction oporations have been on a
fadrly Momited seale. In 1965 only abour? oha parcent of the total food
production of tho country wiaa dogtroyed,? The oporations wers conducted,
however, in rarginal or deficit production argas, and tho adverse impact .
on-the ¥C has boen greater than this low percentage might indicate. Although

., .. there have been few instances of starvation conditions,” numerous cages ois

« . approxirately half after & c¢rop dostruction oparation in his ares.

towporary food shortages are attridbutable Lo crop destruction operaticna,
¥For example, ono eaptive reported that his food ratien had beon reggced by
Such

. shortages are often evidenced by subacqueny unusual VG offorts to purchase,

stoal, or tranoport feod from cther arveas, In a fow cases, however,
horbicide operalions which effectivoly destreyed crops in the target area
have had no appreciable effect on the food supply of &git.s in the aroa,
bocausd of readily available sources in nearby areas. -

{4) Porhaps the best indications of the effectivenass
of herbicide operations aro the VCis own reports of feod shortages and
) the complaints they veico concorning chomical crop destruction operations.
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Acoording to Sgts Swmith and l-icc:l.ura,{uho were held captive by the VC in
Tay Minh Province, “the V0 complained longer and more bitterly about dew
foliation and crop dostrustion than any othor weapon used against thenm,

A olgnificant reductionﬂn thoir food gupply and thelr sholter and conceal-
mont was caused by it.0 Xorcover, & VO Activity Ruport for 1965 from Tey

Minh Provinee gtated, "the spraying of defoliant caused eubstantinl damagoe to’

the creps and thus compoelled a nunbor of rarmers to move into stralegic
tase4e Farm productlion is not very opt.ir-dstis since erops verc affecte=
od by the fighting and the spraying of chemdcals.#?®  Another ¥C document
roports tho ¥ealardtico® and “discstor cauyed by ¢rop destruction operr= 1%
tions in Binh Dinh Province.l? Simllar corplaintes are increasingly coamon.

' {5) The goneral offectivencss of herbicide operations,
both crep destruction ard defolistion, is also indicated byl ¢ concern cvor
formulating effoective plans for ¢ountoriny aerial oproying. YC troops
are gonarally opdered to fire on nlreraft spraying chendcals, even though
thoy uay oxposs their pouit-.tons.w The froguency of hits sulfered by the
adreraft indicates that ths VO d%e:-:dmdly attenmpt, although unsuécessfully,
to counter herbicide oporationa. The rocont dintensity of NV and VO
propagonds directed at hevbieido oporations, slthough principally designed

" 4o Anfluenze wordd opinion, probably also indicates tho gensral effectivos

nose of crop destrustion operations. . (See Annox B)
{6) IYn addition to tho loss from destruction of cropsz,

" soms VC unita suffer because of nieconcoptions, apparently caused by theis

own prepaganda, concerning the ¢ffects of horbieides, The belief porsists \-

among soms VG, even those in ércas Bmt. have boon sproyed, that sprayed
food and mtas eonnot be consulizd,?Y and that the spray has residual effects
bn the poil, Even VG leaders in soxe instancea ere affocted by such
rioconceptions, For oxample, one official VC document drdloatos plans to

- Wpegearch the utilization of eharcoals and ashes to counteract the effecte

-

of poison, %o druw the poieon out of the surfaces of rico peeds and cocomut
in order to utilize then and directs thet )ivestock not be grazed in sprayed
araka or givon food that has beon sprnyed.z loroover, courses given to
£irst ald personnel nave included instructiom thet eprayed food is to be

., washed with "entibliotic modieino® bufore it is epyen and that if there is

doubt about focd It should by tested on anirals, In spite of prpyaganda
many VC do eat sprayed food,<* immcdiately replant eprayed ficlds,<? ard
gonorally rocognize the actual effecis of herbicides. Since crop dostruction
oporations are often repestod in tho sazs area, misconcoptions as to the
effects of such operations undoubtedly will become lose coumon,

b, Effect on logistics and Operations, S P

. () The loss of substantial quantitics of foodstuffs in
an &rea neconsitates replacerent from other sources Lf YO troops are to
continue to ocoupy or opirste within that area, In some areas, attempta
have boeen rado to offcet partially the impact of crop destructiorn by .
Ancreaged omphasis on animal husbandry and wildlifo proservation.s

\



. Howe ;or, "the vc dictary staples, rice t.nd vegotablss, mnt be procurcd by

- food procurement Opera.tion

u'vdaetion, taxation, purchases, and military opsrntions in other arecas.

(2) ' Evon when adequate food is obtainablo elsewhere,
suhstantial difticultics exist., The necessity of transporting additiomal
‘ quantitios of food places & considerablg, strain on the VO logistic system,,
which rolies heavily on huvan carriors.! This etrain is sometimos :
" aggravated by tho reduction of both eivilian end militiry ranpower eourcos

" esuned by refugeo movenont from the target arcas, In addition, in arcas

regularly subjoct te herbieide oporations, greater roliance on long-term. -
- storage of toodotu%s ney be requircd, with soos prosulting secur.tt.y ard 3
tpoilaso problans, _ S ey
' (3) Besides roquiring trousportation of foodstutts into,

: - - aﬂected basc arcas, crop destruction oporations rove nccesoitotod that

food eupplies acconpany VO wobile unite conducting operations in, or

movenents through, targot arcas. Ons apprrently knowledgesbls source
reported thet a defelisiion oparation in Vi~controlled areas of long An

and Hau Nphia Provinces, which caused substantial damage to erops in the
area, forced tho ¥C to abandon o recontly instituted, simplified loglatic.
systom, Usder the oimplified systom, VC mobile units had reliod on obtaining
food in the villapes throvugh which they passed and, consequa%ly, had boon

.;hln to carry addit.ional military cquipzont instead of .food.

(4) The disruption of supply and lopistics hao had'a
-ignit:lcnut izmpact on V¢ military operations and ut{lization of ranpower,
In sormo instances tho V¢ hayg boon forced to divert tactical ts to conduct
and food transportation tacks.s Kanpower
reloasod from harvesting tasks by erop destruction cannet be fully utilized
&s trensportation laborers. Many personncl sssigned to VG production wnita,
as well as civilinn farmors oxcmpted from the YC draft, ars physically unfit

-, Terr rigorcus tranasportation tacks. Crop destruction eperations kave

LI}
.

*

furthor disrupted wanpower utilization by requiring increased food production
efforts by VG tactical units, A VO directive dated 4 June 1965, predictod
difficultios in food supplies, duo in part to horbicide opuerations, and -

. urged troops to increase farm uction by obtaining fields to culiivate

or by working as hirod laborors.”” Morcover, a Main Foree ¥C captive

. reported that study sesalons had beenhold in his unit in Novambar 1965
to explain that the paoplo?s contributions to the VC had been'lowered by
cheaical crop destruction, end t.hc;pfore tactical troops must assucs the

.., 8dditional duty of ‘producing food,’*

0 Effect on l!urala.

(1) Grop destruction oporations ad\mrse]y affoct VO
morala uhan such opcrat.iona force a reduction in Andividual rations.
Various instances of YC demoraiization have beew reported gg directly
at.t.ributa.bla to food shortages caused by crop destruction.

N




.

) (2) .Crop dostraction alao nffocts movale in cther waye.
Henbers of production units are apt to suffer oxirice demoralization when
all thelr efforts prove futile, 38 In ocne cass, VG troops weres demoralized
whon their civilian supporters turnsd 2zainst them bacavse of hordohips
caused by crop destruction, ¥ and trocpd' morelo probably detcrlorastes

" ‘bocauss of tho offccts of herbleidss o the faallios of vond soldiers,
One the othor hand, ecivilian suffaring and thy feoldng that tho uso of
_ herbicidos is “unfafx® tend to intresse VC hatred of the cnomy and
.+ 2 ptrenzihen thelr motivation,37 Espocinliy amunz thesw who have not -
axparionced horbicide opsiations, motivation urdeubtedly is strenpihoned
by V¢ propaganda consorning harbdeddes.39 The misconeeptions gonerated,
however, by this sams propazanda alss promote demoralizing foar of yhyciead
. hara among some troopa AU This fear or enxiety i3 gonerally reduced by
inatruction to VO troopy e tho uwso ol avallasls doviess,, including gas
macks, nylen chects er bog3, and wat Randkerchiofus,?d which are claimed:
. . %o prevent physical hara, VC'treops why have expurienced herbicido oporations
-+ o' genorally expreos 1ittlo o no fear of them,42 nlthough some contimus te
! . believa the spray hao disobling effests,%3 In any eveat, foar, preduced
'« by the spraying is nov ususlly eignificant in comparisen to that produced
e bonbings and artillery ond mostar barregeshd even theugh the concern

3

over the hn_rdnhi.pa csuscd oy the cpraying may bo groater,43 | ;1’-‘:’.;
' © "2, Xmpact o3 Civilians in Terpet Areas, . " ;' .“

e . Foonouto Inpoct, : . o ’.I ' ,
s (“1) Civiliany 4n tarpet arcas havo suffercd gretzly tmm :
) - opop destructlon goeratiens, an ovidanced by the flow of refupeese and by - .

mmerous first hund secounts, A7 Farmora suffor tho most éirost and probably
- . the most soricas lopzos, bul everyono An ths ares is affested, Hired
.« daberers loso enmpleoyment eirce thore s nothing to harvest, and morchants
ard tradors suffor from the genoral deproasion &n thi arca, -
. ee (2} While the lews to the V€ 4s savers, in maty dnstuncoo,
.+ the civillans suffer moro. In casvn of toial crop destruction in the ares,
. the poople's loss Lo apt 1o be nore asrficus than that of the VC because of
.+ lack of civillan food rosorves or altornative scurces of supply. If th)
< destructicn 43 less than toizl, the impazt on the peeple may ha lossored '
< by ths fast thet they can juatifisbly lower their comtributions to the VG486
In other casea, however, the people suffor more vhen a erop ia partially
" destroyed becauso the V© take a greater porticn of tho avajleblo food to
Lt oatinfy their n2cie. As ons sourse pteted, "The puople would die of hunger
: before tho VC ware harmed berauss thoy forced the people to contributs -
endlesaly,"? Wneam o erop is partislly destrovsd in a VCwcontrolled area,
VC policy probably i3 determined by balancing tho V€ nesd for fodd against
" their need for continued support foom the peopls, Differences in dagree
:: ‘;:ntrul alpo oy account for some variations in how availadle food ie ‘
od. . a0 .

{3) Civiliane adversoly affected by crop destrustion
5 .
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can-oxpoct Mttle assistanco frem elthoer the VC or the GV, Althouph the
GVi* pives woas azsistv.se ta thusa whe [lee to refugee contors, they pay no

. . samansation for Sko irtentional destruction of crops.50 VC units in thy

torget rreas geldoa can afford Lo contribtute feed to the pzoplo.51 in "
sond cnota, hovovor, thoy nay encowragzds those wio have loat less or who |

- have adoquato food rassrves to shavo with thoir less fortunate noighbora.sz .

. b, Civilian Disclocation,

(1) The econcats impact of erop destruction opmum
haw proved to be an effoctive induscoont fer rany prople to reloesato teo
GVl=controllcd srzas, For oxanpic, psyvwar efforts had enjoyed only ninimal
sucgdes in inducing inhabltants to fles frea VC-sontrolled arsas in Binh

", -Thuan Provinzy, but sharily afies & crop destruction operation gbout 2;0 .

P

. va their crops. llow that tholr crops wors -

poreons left tha target arcap and entcaod GV refuged conters.?

300 refuznag wers rosultant frel erop dectrustion operaticas in War Zoae "D" ’

in late 1964, Altacugh the desloica to move to an area of GVi control
is geldon t.racaabio to o singlo cause, crop deatructiorn somotima can t.ip
the'scales, hccording to om roturaess 5

*Tho truth is, 42 thess poople moved to the DR : _‘-’_5 Ve ‘
GYVil-controlled areas, it wac not ealy bospuse ‘
their erops ked been aprayed with chamicalsg : S ,

becauas sinyo their arcas had baon hit by B N
benbs and merters, thsy had alroady had the Vo 7
tention 10 loavey ond they would probably e

*  bave dons oo, had it not bota for tho fast PV

* that thay could not docids to pert with
‘ destroyed by chealcaly, thoy no lengor !ud

wrcmntobeundaa.dcd...." ,

Umloubtcdly, many nere civilinns would fleo to GVH econtrol were it noi for
TV efforta to provent euch migrotica, The VO ferbid such rolosaticns5é
and havo arrcsted psople onroute to refugee conters after crop destruotic.:
operationa, 5?7

(2) Socms relecation aloe oseurs within YO aress. For e

instanes, hired laberers often mgrato to find work in other fislds, Hires

over, som: faTiers, espcrinlly ameng the pocrer clasy, whieh 48 typically
more.loyed to the VC, will mora into othes VC areas.”t 58 Hontagnards in VCe
eontrolled areas of tha northern provinces frocuently move to nearby. arcae
still within Y€ co -irol, Utilzing slath-andedburn farming methods, they

seldom plant the aame ﬁ.e‘ds forr more than two or thres seasons, Consequontly,

they.are not attached te thefr fields and gonorally mova ones spraying oceura,
Howevor, tholr loyaliy to the VG, or at least their dislike of the GVil, usual

‘Jy; induces then to remaln in thedr highland hemes rathor than mova into

refuges conters,

4
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(3) Strons traditionsl ties to ths land ond thelr nati.\re
v:l.llagoa koop soms people from moving, rogardloss of hardshipa or n,u.ogiancou.
According to some v.i..n.:gars:

Mdherevere.: you ara, you have to work te carn your livi.na.
+ .+, Whother you stay hero or move elgowhoro, your lifo fsa't S
' ansuyed, It ie botter to stay in one's ?nhgo booa.nuo R
thiausyomcandiont.hm"é Coe

0, Pnychologieul Yupact, .
(1) Tho morale of the civilian population in tu'gat. ercas

s dnotically lewored by destruction of thoir cropa, Concora over anticl~
pated deprlvations and suffering fe compounded by a sanso of the mtﬂ.'l.t)’ of

-

H "::"“.,"--:i&’-

| thesr offorts, As eno avid VG desoribed their situstions R

LA R .

* "The farmers love thcir 1and, and the things they grow. ’
" ALl their lives, thoy did not oun anything better than their

e S ovn 1ittle plot of land, and tho fovr treed, Tho epraying in

. one day killed the trecs that had been planted 1§ or 20 yonrun
bofore.:* You pse how t-hi.a affects thcir toouags and wmorale,"

!'m their sadness and futility, h&tteme:s and hotred often spring, 'l‘ho

. diroetion which this bittoraess and hatred take 13 by no means uniform,

. tod to cheidcal epraying,

but is influcnced to a considerallin extent by mizconcoptions and confusion,

amd by precxisting loyelties or inclinations, Mleesncoptions consorning

the offects of horbicidos, apparently attribulable to intensive VO propae

ganvle, somotimas couse auzgequont ilineszos and misfortunca te bo attribu~ .
The natural rozult iv to ophance any boli.ot of

cmel.ty by tho GVN ard its American a.'l..‘uus. . v

{2) Misconceptiens er conms:l.on concorning the purpose

Lot orop destruction has an even groator terdeney to cause bitternoza to bo

directed toward the GVN-amd thy Amoricans, with the latter nermally being
tho primry targat.".'-“ According to one foraar kain Force platooa leadors,

"Alroat none of tho prople understand ths purpose of crop Co
destruation by tha GV, Thuy can only soe that thoir -
¢ropa aro Jiotroyed, Added to that, the VG pour propa.- . '
ganda into their ears, Therefore, a pumbey of peo o
Joined tho VO because they'd suffered from damgo. o \

While this stabozent may be trus dn a particular lecale, nost peeplo in
ths target orean do have at least a rudinentary understanding of the purpose
of ths epraying, Herbicide operations are in fact conzonly directed at
‘edvllian erops, although the uJ.t.imt.e target Lo tha VO, Therefore, it:is
upderstandsble that many people fall to wuderstand the subtletics of the
purpese, OSometings, civilians tend to associate jJustification of the
spraying only with thoe phyaica:‘ prosance of VG units in the targoet area '

: . Wl o . .

.
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rathor than with effoctive eentrol by VC ovor tho fruite cf productien,”

- This misconsoption i3 clearly illuatraced in the statoment ot a rom~r

Y platoon louder in Var Zoaz *D"; _ . e
“The people karw the veasen for thess opsrations, .
but they didnti wmdcrstand wvhy the GV carried
+ oub thoso opsrations in theix sress, The Frond
. membors did nsb stey thaa, Tas GV soldiers

. had been living there, bub then thsy had to laave

.. because thay ecudenrs contred the arcnd, “Tha
pooplo remiinad bohind to tend thifr land, KNow
GVl vproyed their erops mnd kill:d thim off,

, ' The peoplo wers bowklderctd asd bolievet the GUN
wapr vory ermol, . . ,Thvoo smoaying oporations |

" eeuecd smuech resciminatlicny among the poople,

* 'Thoed who had beon foo the GVH wenld bogin PR 75
to have sagord t.ho-.ughtu. Peoplo would bs more’ e
leplont, bub cnsy tholy prisato datersite were '
st abakn thon thoy would react strongly." » .

(3) As 10 to bo oxpested, tho strongest ant:l-cm reaction
to the crop deatrgction otten comes frea thodds who are alrcady sympathotie
" to tho VC couce 00 Ths recetien of thoss who are waconmitied is more divorss, ,
The extent te which ths uazonmitied are wahoi into veluntary support of the
¥¢ by the deatruction of thadr crops canns® be dotarminsd procisely. Although

* oome additiomal voluntary suppori ncerues to tha ‘JG,57 tho quantity tc perhaps

. " not as great as might be oxp:.cted. A consideradle mudbor either sadly aogspﬁ

- tholy loss a9 a reould of a s'2p in which thay aro unable to acesss blezs,

©or they diffuse thelir bittorness in ¢ll directions, Tha US and GVY ars

* ofton blaned for thafr eruvliy; ths VG, for provsiing tho action, Tio
© following in & not wisemuon Lilwstraticn of thy peoplets reaction:

*The villagers f2l1d angvy with thy GVN ard L !

_the Amoricana but they blamed thy Front : v
prople, whoas pressaco in the srea hod caused ' o
the dostructicn of thelr erops by chonleal - .
spraying. + « JThoy blamsd everypbody (VC, US,
md GVil) and sald: 'We have suffered oo Coe T

* much already. ALl we ack is psaco in order . T A

' to earn owr livings more easily, t"69 . " .

‘(%) Among sche poopls, often those alroady df eilusioned '
\d.th the V2, bittornoss and angor 1o vent:d primarily on the ’40.70 .
In a few casod, a stroag reaction againit tha ¥C has boon reported, After
horbleida oporatisns in the An Lao Dairict in Binh Dinh Provinze, the
people, faced with famine ecoenditions whith «hs VO eould not solve, refused
to asslst the VO and resertcd te zoms over acts ineluding the displa .
of antisVC slogans and physical violenss,’l Similar anti=VC veaction .
roportedly cccurred in Binh Dinh Frovinsp aftor horbicide, operations in.

8 L]
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&prid 2966, In soms villases the people, bessuse of concsrnfor thedy own
hardships, refuscd to dipg tronthzs and tunnels foer ths VG, la another

¢ tho Montagnards, angry boeciuse the VG, controry 4o their clains,
had not proteated tha peoplo from the sprayinz, "viclously asscssinated”
any‘ YO cadre tho entered the village alone, 12 v oppregsive measurea

Cagainst would-be refugees undoublediy contribule to Jome 111 feoling teuard

the VC, for although the GVl and fmsricans directly cuaused their misory,
tho VC prevent its alleviation, Also, coms psywar tesms reportedly have.
successfully utidizad tho thume thc% tho VC are wwilling or unable to
protect the pooploe and thedr cropa,?3 Whils ths fiow of refugros from
targot aroas doos nob nozosuerily indicato popular support for the GVN,
it is -an indicatica of loso of confidenco in ths VO, The ultimate -
psychological iupoct oa thesa who fle» to GVF control is largely dspondent
on tho treatment thoy receive aa refugecs, .t -

(5 In mlmtins the sigmificares of the roactions of-

s ¥
L L

e iho poopls in the targst arsao, it is important to romember that many of
- them activoly support tho V¢, Others, while indifforsat or evon pro-GUN,

Mve under VC control and zro requircd 4o render assistance to the VG,

Thuo, viswed from tho shorieranps GYN goal of reducing effective publie
support for the VC, th impact of the erop dastruction program probably .
favors the GV, Any GV guinn or loasen &n effeciive support are not .
‘significant, VC losvos of effective support due 4o tha flsw of refugooes
ard tho eovere domoralizatien of those remaiming, however, probobly excecd
VG gaino from additional veluntavy suppsrts Vicwed from the long range
goal of gaining popuiar support of the GVN, without regard for VO support,
the bilones in the target orons eppsars adveres to tho GVN, Tho -rssontmont
that io producod or intenwified by thy US-GVN actions probably cutwoighe
the pupport of thoso rafugsoa vho are satisfied with thoir treatment ia

GVii=controlled arcas. C e v
3, JImpact ca Civilans in Kon-Tarzeb Aress. PR

Co ' as Sinse crop destruction operations contribute to VC food
oupply and lepiaticzl problems, thar are a factor in increasing tho demands
which the VG make on the prople in other areas which they control or influence,
Thees derands for larger food contributiens, more civilian laboroers for
transportation, and increzsed salea of foodstuffs to the VG rather than 2
on the most favorable markots incrcase ths hardships of the people and tend
$o foster seseninent tovavd the VO, On the other hand, effective V¢
propaganca concorndng herbicids opapations promoies fear and hatysl »f the
US and GVIl, Thess facisra prebably canscel one another, but ths procise
offoct camnot bo measired. -

L . ' .

. b, Yn GYE-controlled aresa, eapsolally those near target arcas,
scourity tay be impalred by VG sfforts to obbain alternative sources of food,
Any resulting oconcric or puycholezical impact 48 largsly dotorminéd by tho
dogren of tha sesurity that GV end Allied forces are able to provide, In
eddition, the VC attompt to emphasizo tho rolo of crop destruction operations

_— .9, L
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¢ . Norwally these aress 4o not con*ain, kowovor, & nigﬁtioan‘ muzber of ci.vin«as
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in causing food phortozos and highor prices in GVN areas, ™ Although there
is pome dangor from VO propszands of this matwre, ne significant advorse
roaotion has bosa noted in GUN arcas,

" Ca- Dafediatien Oparaticliz,

et 1, Genwad, When proporly applicd, tha defoliants presently t.sed
eftoct:l.voly redues vegotetion for ndng to tweive mounths and exposs tho target

.aves to preatly fmprevred ground and sir vbasovation. Hexbicides have beoon

' . utilized in defoliation miusions privarily for dsfundsivo pirpotosa; tha bulk

of dofoliation sporsticns have boun curried out aleng friendiy lines of cooe
mmicatdon, with clher operatiznn ba".n;; cerdusted to clear around friendly
bases and installations, Dofeliabicn aloo hes boen used on & swall sealo

to disropt movonent along VO vroutes, Dufoliation ope'*at.tom sgzaned, howaver,-

s mora offinsive churactor with safusation defoliaticn of V¢ havons during J.“.:s

,and 1985, in partizvlar, over Boi 12 Ferant, Chu Phong Moustain, end in tho

tho aspsets of erop destmuciica opuoaticas, bienuse 2 eoniingond offest of °

" euch oporations 4s ths dasirustion of erops which emint in the targot arces.

or cultivated ﬂ.olda.

.,‘.", - .‘ 2. z pact on !{c ﬁgmﬂwn ta m.: g;‘ Dn géa‘éw Qgc;otig
P37 T e Defoldation of, Feleutly Lizes of Comwndoation,

Q) Dai'oliatim, by danying consealmant to the YO adjn.cnt
to hig!maya, rivors, and camlo, Lo bolievcd to restrict VO cotivitica 4n

oot
L

‘tbose areas, thoroby preteeting tha mwvyemsit of Allfed end oivilian pursonnol

and supplics, The VO conaider 4t dnpertelh for thoir purposeo that 1linos
of companieation no% bo elzarad, They eomeonly preuidit the euiting of
any treos or ohrubs adjacsnt to pighwaya ond Amposos rather severs penaliies
" on violators, ™ Alun, a Formsr VG wnidomvnlor demelitions specialist has

---of.eat.tﬁed thel -the elouring of wogataticn adjasant to-rivers is en
, .. SlTectivo dsromivs manura thai provonts thy dinyuption of rivar trnitio.76

. s,
R

(2) Thc mtod availabis ovidenco of oetual offests

- gonerally aupporta these asswplicns, Oreral} etatistical data are not
© gvailable at prossnd, Wt o limited susvey of threo arcae disclosed that

the VC incident rate was significanily redu-cd in tho wonths lollowing

, defolintion, while tho volimiy of friendly traffis eontdnucd er incraascﬁ-w

In addition, difoliaticn wdung the Vad Co River caused the VO to evacuats
thair ahaltoraﬂ positiony aleng the banks,?® »ni an carlier opsration along
the Thol River dafoliatsd o regulasiy uwecd anmbush site, ceousing st least
three subsequont VO anbush atiempto 1o bs unsuccessful,’d Althwuga partied

. defollation along lincs of communication probably disjfiiason rather than

eliminates VO aciivity, tho epscilic ¢biociivon of sueh dsfoliation are
".ulm achie'fcd. ! . ’
" X0

.,J'

coastal mangrove ereas of Go Cxly, Kien Hea, ard Bas IZsu Provinses, VWhon used
o ‘for olearisg vegzetasion ia VO huvsns, defolintien operaticns taks on sons of

.
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. ' b,. Detolintion Ascund Frisndly Irstallatioms, Defoliatien e
arcund friendly bases and installations cide in protecting friendly porsonnel,

. equipment and supplies apainst enzuy attack, infiltration, ard pilferage.

Support for this beliel must be based on rezson rather than cvidonce. ol
The nurbar of vo~iables invelved matos ccmpirdson of incident rates for .
dofoliated and nopdefolinted installations unrewarding. Nevertholess, .
tactical pr.tnci,:los emphasize the value to tho defonder of goud oblervation
" and fields of fire, and dofoliction offectively provides thess ce“.ditions..
'While such dofolintion doss not provide zbsolute protection, as evidenccd -
by attacks on Special Forees canps, tha VC undoubtedly are forced to pay

! hiaher price for any penotration of tho installationt L

¢. Defoliation of Eaeny Rout.es of ¥ovement, Movenent of VG
trcops and supplics is impeded when reutas are expesed by dofoliation.
- Sema aperations have been conducted for this purpose and ¢dher hoerbicldo
. operations mry have this secordery effuct., Accounts of the affoct on
© movenont ofton vary; this mey be dus to the size of the particuwlar dofoliated

~ .- aroa or tho stagoe of dofoliation, As a gencrol rule, howover, bectuso of

Joor of acrisl dotoction, onumy uslts have asought to avold movomant through
defollated arcas, Somstiinizs only ndnor incoweni.mso is caused since unito,
. avre warnsd in advanco by Asison’ ngents or guides,SY Other units have boca

. foroed to halt their movoamt unt.‘.l nightiall bolore procecding through

a dofoliated avea,l Tn com casen, dololieted areas have boen crossed
during daylight by utilising cm.zf..aga‘u or by tho tims consuning proccos
of procecding irdividuvally yathes thun 4m o group,83 Soms cuch arecs,

‘ . Aapparently omxll onos, hevs bsen erossad aftor the unit vas assured that

no adreraft vero nearby,B84 thoush enexy movement 4s not prohidbited, theto
reaotions affira the gono*al valus of deloliation in hindering, and porhaps
‘canalizing, VO movemoni, . Coe e e

__g/oﬁomts.on of Eacsiy Dace Arsas, DT

(1) Defolinticn of VC bacs arcas or treop locatio'u
aim:tican’oly increasos thu pusseptibility of installation:z, storapge areas,

. &nd personnol, to acrial attack and obsorvatlon, Fased with detoction .
in the spraycd area, the VC norvally sbawdlon thulr bases;f? oo
inetallationa and ocupplics ofien must be loft behdnd, OQutoids the basoe :
areas, tharo ia less sccurity e ac...ctims thoe VC must continus to movs .

- or fight to otay in one place.¥% Hardshipa are inercasei for the individual
goldier, and leadera havo reportedly becoms infuriated,b7 In addition,

. a8 with all herbieide operatioas, feas producod by ths supponsd toxdle
effost of the chamicals may have soms advarss offect on morale, . N

(2) The availability ef adeguate alternative losations

* 'somotimes places lidtations on the bensfits derived by Allied forces from

dafoliation of basos or cnety troop locations, VC in the spaciocus vegetated
arcas of the highlands often erpress little consorn about tho possibility .
of defollation, Although some inconvendencsd will ececuy, thoy fosl thoy

can easily move to another area in the inzmenss jungle,B &b In &ny arca,
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defoXiation of basoa is most offective vhen c:m:lucted in con;unctim wdth
other, military operations,69 O o
' i . LR L S -,
3. Mcg on Civilians, R ,' S -,.

. Ecommic Inpact, Uith respect to civillan residents et
the arca, ths cconcede fmpact of saturation dofoliation of VC havens is
oirilar te that of crop destrustion eparationa, The econodic impact on
oivilians of other types defoliation oporations 1s not eo zubstaniial,

‘Bt froquantly the aprey driits ard cavces damage to civilian crops, In
" those instances, damx.go ofien is not tottld since thore is geasrally leas

saturation than in cases of inieniional dostruction,90 MNorcover, outside
sesiatanse is mors readily availcbls to those who suffer property damage.
Upaffocted nwiphboring farmors pay give some relief, and compensation ia
somatinao provided by ths GYil, General p:*o-.eduroa for ecxpensaticn of .
" undntentional deange due to defolfation have besn eatablizhcd by the nm;
- hovevor, teo often t'xs compﬂaaticﬂ 16 vithhold or is inadequate,?L In
aom tancos the V0 hava piven assistance or have encourapred others to

Those affacted myst ssriousiy by dofoliation may mova to raruzoo L

eentera 11' no other sssistanse is aveilable, b e e

b, Paycholozica) Impact, e e -:t,.:,-
{1} The mature and si-"x.ricnn-e of the :lmpact of 2

-

dotoliation of VC haveas on thy amﬁmn" of zffected civilians 1=

substantially sinilar to that produced by crop destruction operations, . ¢

. Baoleslly the sane influansing foctors are present in both. the soverity

and epparent intontionsl nature of tha destruction erd the substanitua \"0 N

. oontro]. or influence over the injured peruons,

(2) Sovera) difforert factozs influsnco public roaction
to destruction enused by dofeliation of linca of cormmploation =nd around
friondly dnstallations -and by the unintentioral drifi of tha spray from
any typs of herbicide opvat‘ ci3.  Firsd, the ptuplo affected are o
not necossarily under VO emizol o influsnze. Abaonse of effective VC
control not only influences thels roasiien, it alsa causen, or should -
causs, preater Allied consorm over the prsalolility of adveras rcaction, °
Ssgend, and probably mere impartant, G'Ji. compeasation, or tha lack of it, “
greatly influenses puodde reaztion, Althougn thare is no uniformity, tha +
zajority of tho affected podat. apparaat!;r understand thy purpess of the
oprrations and readiza thet 13 devizusiion of thair crops was unihtentional,
. While thore atildl i3 resuliing sressntmen’ teward ths GVH and US and sooy

-, supperd for ths VC, 93 thors 1s a tcnd'sn:; to grudzincly attribate the

doss to the misfertunes of war, %% Irasdiatoly aftor defolfatica oparations
.the ¥C are noticeably activa in thair atteapts to otir up public resentrent
-and gain the support of those vho ars wyicziitted o nlldly loyal te the
GVN, Public demnonstrations in <ezmind of compensation are prevalent,s -
¥While thers demonstrations are celidoa spontancous, they do roflect publio
reserimant, A probably accurate ana.lys:h vae made by a VG raturise;.wio
stateds -

12

”~ L.



- sestleration of those progrous, at lenst if .ortaln considorations are '

0T don't think tho prople would over atuge a demonw B
otration on thoir owa, Thoy had to bo urged amd | e
orpantzed by tho cadess. Bub i ordor te gob the

.people to tako part in a domonstration, thers had
4o bo a good roacon, Im this cusa, the prople
were full of reueninont end hetred, 'So, although
it wao organized by tha cadroa, tho main yoason < '
still vao tho rosvitnent of thy poople,® =

(3) “Whon oore commonsztion 1 g“ant.ed by the GV'N, :
resentmort 1s gonerally ¢lin minabede 7 AN meud instancon, howover, conpensation

- procodurce hove proven dnadecuatoe and GVl influonco has boon wnnecessanily
diminiehed ¥ '

IIT, CONCISIONS, o _ R
. A, Presontly, the r.dvantages aceruing to tho A'.L'.uoa from tho crop

’ ‘destruction ard defolistion prograts substuntlally outwelghiths disadvantagos.

Horoover, this favorablc baluncs shonld eontinus oven with a considerable

resolvod,

B. A moro extunsive defollation pra‘;ram' shoudd produce no .simﬂ.t.tcan'c .

. mdversa offocte LI tho componsation prograa 4s impreved, It must givo fndr

roimbursenont for derage to civilian ernps, while incurdng thas no s4z0ablo
portion of tha compenastion recchon the VG, Past psywar offorte apparantly
have ¢ontribatel to a baszle waderdlonding of the paxposo of defoliation,

v bab thooo efforto should bo accelomeo:l nlc 'w.l.th tho dofoliation progras,

¢y Of the two aspects of thi he"b.‘..c‘do program, erop daotruction
appeara 4o have tho preatsr potenifal, bul aseoleration of that program
wlll probably creats preates, though not insurmountable, problemy, Fast

- qrop destruction oprrations have bous corducted on & .somowhat Yimited scale
- &n relation to the rravurces evailabla Lo tha VG, VWhile thoas oparationa

have effoctivoly cansed logfetical difficuliies, diveroions of manpowoer,
apd ot least temporary focd thortagss it some arsas, & more oxtensive prograa
ehould preduce far moers impressive rosults, If the progran 4a sccelerated,

- however, groater efforiy will be requized to minimisy tho potential for .

dncreascd adverss effecte, Fivst, grester efforts may be revuired to protect °

- foud production arcio not undar VC contiol, zincs the thraat to these areas

will insreass as VC renourcf:s dininish. Sccend, the anticipated Ancreascd

. Ilow of refugces from targod aroas will prodably requiye expansion of the

raluges program, Thirrl, grca..or gfforta should be mada to insure that

eiviliand in the targed ercas wnderatant the purpene of tha orop dostruction
program and are aware of tho rofuges programs, Finally, the possibility of
increassd effectiveness of V¢ propagania, particularly in the internaticnal

.areda, cheuld be antleipated, Policy should bedefined and dissenminated

B at neWs releasod and responses to foreipn inquires acqurately portray
the nature and ecope of 0parationa and ara noithor contradict.ory nor defonsivo
in tonso B 13 . . G



"Jn

‘. 890 REAJCICY Study #60-866 “WC Taxation®,
, ".

e

‘e A g, . , N ~ ) . - f..l,"l.;-
. . .t . .
FOOTAOTES A

H

-MACCOC 13, This figwro 1s derived by vaing the rough formalas

Nunber of hoctares sprayed X 9 »= nunber of people who could be fed.

for a year, The formmla is bagsed on the asoumptions that ons hoctore .
will yicld three tons of food amd that, based on an average Vietnauese

© diet of Yess than two pounds of food per man por day, one toa of food

will feed threo men for one year, Tho assuwnption of n throa ton yiold
per hectare is vory improelso, Tho actual. yiclda of tho eprayed areao
vary duo to differencos in location gnd typoc of orops, HNo aceurats
breakdown Lo available on the auount or typos of cropd in tach targed
avea, Sinece most of the dostroyed creps wera monioe and swoot potatoes,

- whose yisld 18 norzally mmch higher than threo tons por ho¢tare, the ..

formuls should be condorvative oncuzh Lo compensate for a locs than
200 per cont destyucticn of erops in tho torget arcas., Finally, it
should bo noted that the formula only takes into acoount tho quantity

. of food consumed, not tha types of focd, Thus, the fizuwre of 245,000

ean be considered oniy as a very rough spproxiration, bub .‘..t. doss . n

. give some pcrsmcti\'o to the dicoussion, L Yo e

. S il
L L .

Por a discussion of tho various forms of vc t.ms and quasb—tnxoa,

amd Interviews Hel, Q 15 und He2, Q 22, :
In one dnstanss VO supply parsosish wero able ts purehass only two

* to four tons of a dosired twanly tons of rice bocause tho people

.- Were afirald that chemicala weuldd bo pprayed sud, conscquently, thoy

s
.

‘8

would be short. ot rico, vc Dosumond, USHACY DG Log No 11-1128?.-65.

. . R

8eo Soction n,n,z.b o~ ¥Civilian Dislosaticn®s IR RS

Rand Interview He8, @ 12, This coislusion i aupported slso by the
fact that thy VC norvally attempt to provont. the flow ¢f rofugoco, :
a. 3‘01"10!1 n'n’z’b beln‘u. . Io:"

Anqnal produc.tion of rice, corn, sweet potators, vegetabloa, and
fruit Lo bolioved to be roughly oix million tons, USATD, "Vietnam
Agriculture," Feb 66, An ostimated cighty thousand tons of cropa wero
destroyed in 1965, Seo footnotn 1, above, ard Appendix “AN,

Beven VG dofectors who were 1iterall 7 starv.np attosted to the
effoctivejioss of crop déstruction operaticno in southaria Var Zone

D in late 1964, They told GVN officlals that only Main Force unita .

4An that ares woro recoiving oven barely adequato rations, Hemorandum,

Mr, Marsh to Mr, Kanfull, Subjoct: Provincisl Yotes == Phuoc Thanh,
13 Jan 650 u' . . e '

L1}
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9, Responscs to SICR U-UPE-U3057, Oct (» Report, Adv Team Phuoo Binh

Thanh Spocial Zons to S¢ rdv ITY C1Z, Subjects Evaluation of Crop
Doatruction Operations, 1Y ¥ay 65. ;

20, Spoclal Information Hoport, IVCC No O47AB, USHACY oG Log uo 1-78~55, -

13, For example, the VC'made sich a major effort frca Oct & to Jan 65 in

Bink: Thuon Provineo after & crop destruction operation., Information
Ropord 1320/6%; 25 Oct 643 Ropent, Adv Team Binh Thuan Soctor to Sp

Adv IE CiZ, Subjecks Crop Dhistruciiqn 2N, 12 Fay 65, Foreover, tho
ocovority of tho focd shortajes roesulting from erop dostruction opora-
tions in FPhuoe Tharh and Pm.oo Long Provinces wam indicated by subze= | .
quont VO offori?, to obtain food during tactical oporations, such as ot -
Song Bo on 11 h.y 65, Ropord, XII CIZ Adv Gp to COUSIACY, Atta: J3
cheai.cal, Subjacts B?aluatim of ¢rop Destrustien Operntio.m, 28 }.aqr 6:.

7722, Message, 220400% lay 65, Mv IT €57 to oommcv.
13. ¥emorandum, Fhilip C, Habib to ‘trbassador Portor, aub;lect: In!armtion

fron Debriofing of Sgte Suith and HeClure, U Dus €50 - S ._-.f'-

, Yo USACY DEC Log No 03-22726-86, oL Tk .'-,:" s
15, USIAGY DEG Log ¥o 11225545, T

26, USHACY DEC Log Ko 32425665 USKACY DEC Log No 02-1A2L~66, o Uy L
. .27, USKAOY DEC Log flo CL-1595e65, L - SN

. 19¢ As of mid-darch 1966, c-".23 aireraft on horblcide missiona had | -
Lo suffercd 904 hits from m'm'sdfira tines the begimuing of opsrations,
=t .« with 105 of tho hits occuridng in 1955, However, none of the alreraft
eondusting aprayinz had bsan downed. MADCOD 13; Momatd.m repart.ed
] . 4n Erbtel 3433, 21 Mar 65, s
W 20. ¥emorandum, Philis €, Habib to Asbassador Portor, Sibjects Intor:.-ation :
. " 2 Lrom Devrinfing of Sgis Suith and MeClure, 1, Deg 653 Rand Imterviewo
Ha26, Q123 AG-289, Q 288, See alao, Band Intervier AG-327, Q 186.

-, Rard Intervicus AG-3U5, Q 2685 H-10, @ 57; He16, Q 173 He21, Q 29,

‘. 22 Y¥inutos of Liseting of CA-3 (VG coundttess), 25-26 Apr 65, umcv TEC
T, Yog Mo M-1iss-65.

23, - Interrogation Report, KIC J0326, USKACY DEC log No 22-0087-65, . y

&4, FRand Interviews “:‘21, Q 27} K2y Q Khie
- 15
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Homomndum, ¥r. Marsh to }h-. Yanfull, Subjectt Provincial Notea -~ St

. Phuoo Thanh, 13 Jan 85, Co

‘ '28.
.

VZ Food Ration Diroctivo, 4 Jun 65, USMACY DEC Yog Mo 02-1421m643
Yemorandun, Philip €, Hobid to Ambassedor Porter, Subjest: Information

on Debriefing of Spts Saith nnd }.cc.lure, 1, Doe 65, - Sce aloo, USWLC‘-'- :
REC 108 Yo 3-'11*26-00. vt : e ‘3 -
Soo Rand Intorvicr AG=274, Q 22; USMG? DEC Loz No 12.1095-65, In ono

area, all VC activitisso had to bo susponded to organize peopls for
traneportation of rice, USHACY DEC Loz lo 11-128.-65, The cnormity

- of the tack 1o evident when 4% is realized that the normal load for

a VG porter is only 20 to 25 kilos, or about 45 to 55 poundo, Fen.,.
Rand Intorview Hei9, § 13; Spocisl Information Roport, IVCC Contrrl
Ro Q47ID, USKACV DEC Log Yo 1e76-65,

A V¢ Mllitary Rogion V Roar Servico direstive concornin.g quartermoter
taoks for 1966 stated thal the insrecping tippe of the var and the
ehendogl destructlon of erops roguired flcxible plans for procurement

* ' and storare capable of supporting tactical plana, The directive also

29.
30,

pointed out serious trapiportation provlems, USMGV DEC Log lio 04 121.2-66.
Rand Intcrview H-18, Q 18, : T T e,
Bee refarcnces cited in footnoto 11, . Crop destruction apparontly has ‘

contributed to expested futuro VG offorts to obtain food by launching |
military operations,. 'Seo, for example, IXI Corps Perintrep io 12,

. 20001 = 262400 ¥ar 66, and COMISHACY Yossage Q404272 Apr 66, Subjocts

51,

T 36,

.

Centrol of Rico and Salt (S),

Roport, IIT CIZ Adv Toam to COMISHACY, Attnt J3 Chemical, Subjects :
Evaluation of Crop Dastruction Operat.‘..ou, 28 Kay 65, “ o

Interrogation Roports, MIC J0377, USHACY DEC Log Mo 12-0075-65"and MIC
#0U,7, USHACV DEC Log Mo 12006353 Ilar.d Intervicw H-J.O, Q 19.

USHACY DEC Log Ko 0R-1421-06,

"Rard Intoxview H-19, 4 30, ‘ I i

Repc;rt-, Ady Tean Binh Dinh Sector to &r Adv 224 Inf Div, Subjoct:

. Crop Dostruction 2R, L4 ay 655 Report, III CTZ Adv Gp to COMISNACY, -

Attn: J3 Cherical, Subjeot: Evaluation of Crop Destruction Opcra.ﬁ.m, '
28 ¥ay 653 Rand Interview H~10, Qs 60-61. o

E.gi, Rard Interview AG~289, Q 370,
Rand Interview ii=36, Q 23, . L e -
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38,
39,
490,
4.
ha,
43,

45,
&b,
47,

49,
50,

51,

Rand Interviews W29, Q L4 AG-263, Q 224 AG-175, Q 102,

Ss0 Appondix "BH, | '

Rand Intorviess AG-214, Q $7; A5-03, @ 105,

Rand Intervicus AG-345, G 2:hs AG=327, Q 181; AC-28%, Q 363,

Fand Intcrviews AG-229, Q 367; HaT, Q 23, o
Rand Intorview AU.RLY, @ 97, Sukjock sadd the VO wers not efrald of

“¢hemdeals becauss thoy had devised mothods to countor them,

Rand Intorview -7, Q 23,
Rand Interviews H-1G, Qo 55, 733 Hell, Q 59,
Soe Section 1I, B,2,b = ®Clvilian Dislocation®,

Jiand Intervieus FC-215, @ 79; W9, Qa4 LH,59; W21, @ 36, See alse,
Report, 11X CIZ Adv Gp to CUIRNACY, Attn: J3 Chomlcal Officer, Subjectt
Crop Dostreetdien Ouurations, Divd Thuxa Prevines, 9 Sep éh. A former

VG villape guzrellln iwn Binl: Mind Provimne reported that after a crop
destruction opevation ‘monh of thy villopere 1ived in distress and coms
even died of pturvation nd vurs.¥  hand Iutoeoview Hellb, @ 23, As i3 the
cate in acno VC uniis, tho cionoenfe irpact on civiliana s exapperated
An sowe casss by nizconcerticna eonccrning the elibility of food

sprayed by horbizidos, E.g., Hand Interviow H=17, Q 23.

At least in theory, semo redustion in YO toxes is grented in casen of
erop damoze, 1965 Tax Colleation Repart (COSVH), USUACY DEC Log Yo
Q)~1183+60, See also, lland Inturviow AGe289, Os 375-The

Rand Interview AQ-86, Q 97,

Some of tho peaple in the target erwae, though ¢ivilians, undoubtedly
ary active VO supporters ard compensaticn to theso pesple would be
difficult to Jusiily. UOthers may Lo neoutrsl or evon oppese the \'Q,
but a portion of thoir crop goes 4o ths VC and apparently causes tha
entire crop to be contideved a lagitmule target of war, Moreover, if
compensstion wore granted to & pevdon still in a VC-tontrolled area,
at leazt a pertion of th ewa widoubiedly would go to the VC,
Comperoation safely could by pasd, hovuver, te refugees as an added
inducenent to leave VCwconirolled areas, .
One subject burst eut laughing whea asked &f the VC helped the vietims
of crop destruction =« then repdied that the VC did not have enough to
feed thamaelves, leb alonn give to others, Rand Interview HelO, € 71,
Seo also, Hand Interview AG-20%, Q 37L. Even the loyal Montagnards who

\ a7 o ET—
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52,

. 53

)  5he
55,

56,
- 87

. . P : -

L} . . .
A : . .

. . wWere soverely hurt by crop dostruction opurations 4n Thus Thien Provine o

roceived no cosioitneo froa tho VO, Rand Intorviews N-l, 2, 3, amd 4,

Rund Interview H-17, Q 38, Zven thio 1ixdted ansistancs probably will
duperd on ths veriousvess af tho VO focd nozde, Vhen cropa are dostroyed
in areas whera food is more atundunt, wsuslly in defoliation ¢perations,

. the YC sormatimes render greatoer.acoistance, See Section H,C,S,a,beJ_.w. .

Yossago 18075 Sﬁp ¢, S A Bl Lom 5916.‘-2.1 Zona-to Sr Adv II CTZ; ‘
Roport, Adv Team Binh Thuean Sector to 5S¢ Adv II CTZ, Subject: Cro)
Destruction 2R, 12 Joy €5, . PR TR R

"Report, TIX CIZ Adv Gp to COMISNY, Abtnt J3 Oi{emical,l Subjects

Evaluation of Crop Duotruciion Opurations, 28 Yay 65, Moreover,
eapiured VO dosuments attribubs a oubatantial Llew of refugees in .
Tay Minh Provincs to erop destruciion oporations 4n 2965, . ., .
USMACY DEC Yog lo 03-21866=55, Aloo, & dofolistionecrop dostruction
operation along the Val Co River roportodly caused LO por cent of
thoe poople in one vlllaze to move bo GVil-controlled srosr, Ramd
Interviow Ji=28, Q 15, . : e, !1..‘,. <y e

. :
" s} 3 - .t
’ A reee b ol ':"J:f’_

Rand Intorvies H-7, G 13, ' . et Ny - enlhal .

Rand Intorvicio AG-229, @ 3713 117, Q 33, ,
Repecrt, Adv Tean Pirh Dinh Snctes to Sy Ady 224 Inf Div, Subjoets "

. Reoults of Kerbieida Oprraticus, 23 Apr 65, A particulardy strong

offort appareatly wau mad? to sten the flvw of rofuzess after crop

' destruction oporsticns in parts of Binh Dinh Previnse, Movsage

58,

*

224002 Yy 05, 82 A 1T CIZ to COBSHASY; Ropost, I €12 Adv Cp to

'« COMUSHACY, At:as J3 Chomiesl Operatiods, Sudbjects Evaluntion of 2R

Meatone, 25 rxy 65. Naverthslasa, 369 rofupcos ropontedly eacepad
from fovr targel areas, Repurt, Adv Tesu Binh Dinh Scctor to S Adv
224 Inf Div, 14 May 65,

Rand, Intorview Hel8, G 15," This scurcs gave the following ., . , |
assount conterning refugues frem a dofoliation oprration in long A
and Hau Jizhia Provinses thad cauxed subatantial orep destruetion:
“After tho spraying about forty paroent of the paople moved to the :
GVi=controlled areas , . o o mout of thia belonged to ths higher classes
in the village, that is, rich or riddle ¢lave fasmers., AL .fivst

they left their growmeun sond brhind in the village but when they found
that tho GYH didne drafi rofugaus, they eoent for thoir sons to cone

out, A smald pumbor of tiem balenzed to tho very poor farmerst clasy,
Thoy deft the village after the richor clavsess and they left only aftor
being asoured that thy GVl had sazipied those who weat before them,

About thirty pereont of ¢he poople moved deopsr into the liborated

BY0aD, . o « The reeainizg thlfiy percent stoyed on in the villape,

" They just waited until the tirs camo to replant their ficlds, %hose

\18'
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&s,

S

67.
&8,

" 69,

‘aﬂm Int-ﬂmc'ifa H-l. 2, 3’ and ’tc : . ) .. '
' Rand Intorview H-21, Q 37, el .

P

. < i ook T
who remiinsd buhind or who moved to the liborated areas were 2ll poor
or vory poor faoraurs, Ths Froal alvays praised them s8 the basio
classes of the Ravolution, That's why thoy wore more influsnced bya
the Front t.hnn the nmiddle ¢lass and rich farmors over wero.

St

T mgr Wy
-

Rard Interview 5—9.';, Q 59, o ’ | s e : .

. Rand Interviews G-3, Q 713 H-23, Qs 40-LL.

-
L T

“Tha peopls sald tho Americans wore responsible bocause they themsolvos o

did the spraying . . » + Thoy alve 2aid that the Hationalints probably
weren't as crucl as tha Amsricana; tha Hatlionalists wouldn't want to:
ki1l all the Viotsumees, Only thd Americans wanted to starve tha Victe -
nazese bacausa thoy wors the invaders," Rand Intosview Ha2l, Q 24, Seo
also, Rand Intorvicw HWl9, Qs 38, 52, Ozathe other hand, l-:ontamnrds
in the northorn provincss tend to direct thair hatred toward the GV and
¥r Dien® rathor then thy Amsricons, Rand Interviows Hel, Q 165 H=2,

Q 233 B4, Q 20, . : ' 4

get the maxicua result out of tha eprayinpn, tho GVA mhould warn Lhe
poople brforehand ard arplnf.n to thoez why, call on them to move te
tho GVH.sontrelled araa, and ciszura thum that theyt'll have plunty of
Joba in tho GV aress, Vhen thy pacplo undirstand the purposo of arop
destruction, and Af thay icow that thoir living is azsured in the -

T, GW-coatrolled aroan, they woa't be ruantful tovards tho GVIF. Thv »,

tho cbmi( 218 would bocomd & porfoct ueapon. S
‘Rand Int.an-s.ew 56-252, G 268, See alsa, Rard Inteniwn G-?, Q J.J.B;
10-3!.5. Q 260

Rand Intorviews AG-345, Q 2723 H-1, Qs 1';-15; }.-.z, Q 254 n-19, q 33.
Band Interviews G-2%, 2 59; H~10, 7%, " o : ".':'

*

Rand Interview kG297, Q 15k, ) L B
Rand Intoxview H«l& Q 22, Soe &mo, Rerd Interviews Hel7, Q 313 16-289,
Qs 366-67,

*They blamad the VC most bssouse 't.hey ed Jived with the Gw-betoro
and knew hod procelvd it ussd to be, Vhen they found out ihat the V¢
lded, they bozame resontful,” Rand Interview H-12, Q 55, See also, .
kand Interview AG~345, Q@ 272, .

- [}
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‘Rand Interview HelO, Q T4, Ths soures continued: “Inny dpiznon, to )
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Meosage 2204C0% Yay 65, Sr Adv II CTZ to COMUSHACY, .
Information Repori §24,76/66, 30 Apr 66,

Roport, IIZ CIZ Adv Cp %o COMUSIACY, ATTH: J3 Chemical orrmr, &Abjoctt .

Crop Doa.mtion Oporations, Binh Thuan Provinee, 9 Sop 6:.
VG Dlrective, USYAGY DEC Log No 02~2118-66,

Ordor {102~TL, dated 23 Nov 65, ircued by Dien Hoa Provincs mutary
Affaire Comxittes (VC), USHACY DEC log Ho 02-1167-663 Infor.ation Roport
g #1813/66, 30 ¥ar 66, 7

Intorrogation Roport, MIC #0921.:-', USMACY DEC Log I»o 2—0028-56.

In ono ¢asy no subsequent a.mbmhcs or incldonts weve reported along

the defoliated portion of tho highway.

In anothor caso, vhoro wors

11 incidonts 4n +ha L month peried pricr to defoliation and only 3

Rand Interview G-3, Q 69,

Rand Interview BI-16(I), Q 133 AG-297, Q 156,

Rand Intervies AGW297, Q 156,

Rar.d Interview Hw, Q 12,

Rlnd Intorviow AG-241, Q 78,

Information Repert #4199/65; Rand Interviews AGe325, Q 1, erd ao-zae,
Q 2813 FACCOC 13 informal Evaluation of Herblieido Opso atl.ona.

YC Hugsorarduns, USHACY DEC Log No 02-1172-66,

Fand Intorview AGs325, G 124,
Rand Interview Hel, Q@ 7; He4, Q 22,

For erample, 52 VC raportedly wero killed or captured whale flesing a
defoliated area in Co Cong Province,

of Horbicldo Operations,

“ , R0,

 $noddents in tho subsoquont & month poriod, In the third caze, _
Ancidonts wore roductd frem & 4n 4 wonths to 2 4n 6 monthos HACCOC .

" 13 Informal Evaluatica of Herbicido Progran, ac ot

VO Momorandum, USHACY DEC Iog No 02+1172-66,

Rand Intorview AC+205, Qs 97, 9%, 99K, T

c.'

MACCOC 13 Informal Evalustion

e o0t
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‘Rand Intorview H-24, Q

o

Provinglad Report, David F. Lonberdson to Me, Hadib, "Saourity and
Ravolutionary Davolepment in Kiea Hoa," 15 Mar 66; JUSPAD Field

20 Jan 66,
In one inatance the Vﬁ

.

collacted money fron t.réops and paoplo in other -
©arens Lo give to ths peoplo whosd crops had beon destroysd, Rand -
Interviev H-11, Q 57, }

-

"Roproscntativoe Rapord for Go Cong and Kien Noa Provincos, 15 Doe 65 =

P )

For example, ono Main Forco platosn leader reperted that somd of the
men £\ his wilt szid thoy Joinsd the VC Lrcause their fadlies’ crops

. had beon destroyed by defoliziion ard that othsr prople in the arpa

had boooms more friendly with tho VO after the epraying. Rand

Interview H=10, Q57,

Rand Intorviews AG-130, Q 150; AG=205, @ 93,
Provineial Report, David P, Lambortson to Kr Habib, ¥Security ond

Revolutlonary Dovelopn

st in Wien ¥on,® 15 March 63 JUSPAO Field

20 Jan 66§ Nand Interviow AG-195, Q 1653 SIC Report No 42/65;,

Rand Intsrview =11, Q

< *Information Raport #239/65.

56,

Rand Interview Heé, Q 28, " we

RBoopon2dbllity for of+dMan ¢lains of damazo Lrom dofo]iction‘ oparations

4e boing tranoforred from civilian cbaincls to MILCAP (Yilitary Civie

dotlon Propgrem « RVIIAF
follow thin tranofesr,

J» Perhape tho much neoded improvoment will

"

e

. Rapresostative Ropori for Go Coag and Klen Hea Provinsos, 15 Doo 65 =
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. AMNEX At STATISTICS ON WERDYCIDR OFERATIGNS, # !

1. As of 12 March 1956, total crop arca destroyed by hoerbloldes
since thy inception of the program was 39,794 heotares, or slightly mora
than 93,000 acros using a conversion factor of 2,47 acres per hegtare, - °

.Totalbyycara: . i Wt

196263 eeessasesserans 379 hocteres
196 . ssessesenssecees 5,690 heatores - TR
TUA965 . wesescscscsvesss 27,300 hoot;arce : B
1966 (t.hru 12 Mar)...... 6,&-25 heotares - P
LS T 2. Aa of 28 F’ebrunry 1965, abeut 128,070 hoctams, alight.ly less
: e 2t thay 316,000 asres, had bson dofoliatod Ly C~123 ajreraft sinco the inaepu.oa ‘

a0 of the program.  No fipures aro available fur wsimall scale defoliation
sl o0 condusted by hellcoplers or growsd spray, Totals by yeart :

‘ : S AG62  sesesssiecesasse 2,000 heotaros 3 ‘
s ‘ o 1963 ..........'....... 8,730 heutarcs
P *‘J 296 sduessessesesess 25,700 hootares
' ' '_ i965  veevsseessnnsene $hy00) hestazos . e
SH T 2966 (thru 28 Fob)ssaess 26,71;0 heotaren B
por 2 SEEEAMen dofoldation of 10 bavens tn, 1965 snd 1066 iﬁiﬁmng

for part of ths increaye 1s that eince Auguct 1965, on requost of US and
RVNAF ficld commandors, tho swabh oprayed on each sida of linos of
comminication hao boon incroased fiom 1CO-200 moters to 500 mators e= 1000
| maters in the case of tho Salgon River ship channel. .

. 4o 8inco crop dostruction ard dofoliation operations have been con:luctcd
in some target aress moro than oncr, the above figurea do not refloct thoe
total lancl area that has been sprayed, K
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“HNEX Bs ,—\m-lmxcx@ PROPACARDA

\ ’ L]
1. Both internationally and within Vietnam, herbieide cpsrations are
the sblsct of a wijer ensny prepaganda cwnpzign, clirractorized by oxagegaration

©,of the exteat of the oporations and distortion of thiir offects, Thy propaganda |

o makea Little or no distingtion between erop deotrurtion and deroliaticn .
aspoots of 0 “wrbleldd prosnem, and & cingle propaganda messags often '
' # dencuncos to. » eiploymont of horbleddes and tear gas, Soms propagandas
dotinguichas iy chaulealo by using tha tortny ™M™y ®hradenlsh for
© herbleddes arz ', a gas® Lo tear ges, bub this terminelogy is not coadternt,

r, 2, 'The nors suphisticated propagandc origincting in Hanold seaks to
. Anfluenoe wordd opdidri and, aleng with liboration Radic broadeasts, -ssts
* the pattorn for locallssd propsgasdz offorts. In recond moatha the uge
-7 of hoerbieides ham baon the zubjast of inreasing protests, directed largoly
STr et the enploymont of horbieides on a larger scale tut cmploying the samy
< welde=used thomes, Aeousing tho U3 Imperialista®™ of condusting an Pextos=
sination=war piifoy” o arpolicy of il ald, burn all, desiroy all," thoss
- sourgos maintoln thai 320,000 hioctaren of crops wera dbitroyod in 1943,
500,000 hectares in 1964, and 703,000 hoctores in 1965.% -

3. Charging that tha WS agrrosaors ravo oot 1), human charactos®

o and Yare behaving Like a packiof deranzed dopo® or *liko & pack of bloodw

thirsty dovils wie cuido oven tho Hitlzrite fauelsts in ferogity??, the
propagandists genmrally dwell on the allesed mdvoras offests of herbieidod
on humara and andwals, According to Commniet sourcoss L

“In ths past Lew yonrs, thousands-of persuvas wors killed ard
hundrade of thousinds of othess affacted by US texie chenicals,
Recont prolimirary dnvestigaticna by tho NFLSV Kedical Comnittos

. and tho Liboration Red Cross alienisd that in somy localitieon

© . oroassd 30 peresnt, Filty-six pereent of the loosal prpulation
T got Iuteatinal diseanes by eating poieoned food, and 5 paresnt
of tham bacame consumptive, Morg basbarous otill, US pooioa ’
oubstanzes have killed fetunos pnd seiiously sffestod milk
secretion of many mothars and rendersd them unable to feed

" . draught an{mals 209t their vigor and etopped breeding, while
,, the poullry wore cemplotely killed®,3 o
“n .‘The effectivenoss of their ciaims of injury to howans 4s helghte
ensd by the mixdng of fant ard Lictlon snd by vivid, detaliled descriptiona,
* After a recent arsa defollation oparation in Kien Hes, one report stated:

“liberation Radlo in Victnumeds to South Vizinxs, 14 Mar 65, FBIS, Daily

.. Repwrts Far East Ko 56, 23 ¥ar &6, Hanoi WA Intermationsl Serice in

a8

’ 1"34‘/

[N L. e s s s —

the iwber of persors killed by US chomfcal poloons had ine Ve

taulr bablos, » . Moresver from 50 to 60 percent of tha o



.‘. ‘ . ¢
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%8 far, nearly 500,000 peoplo, the bulk of the provincole *
' population, havo beon affecied moro or less seriously. 46,000

g . of them, mostly womoen, childrey,and old folks, are ina
. LRI gravo stobe, potting iteh a1l over their bodios, nausca ard
C e e * . swollings, Tho bedy of Moo Khal of Hoa Than Mamlot Two, .
oo - luong Hoa villazo, Giong Trom district,was swollon to the N

Tyteert e T podnt that the could hardly walk, ¥r Tai's childron, twe boys %
* -+ and one girl, dicd after ecating pooloned fonit, Hra Muoits )
“oger es o 3eveareold boy, of Iong Mr villago, samo distriet, vho wae
< oe ety wdaydng dn hio mothorte arcs, suddenly dicd after viclent
S throes. + « «In addition, hundgeds of people seriounly affected
77 ' 7 .were sont to hospitals, Teoide chomicalo oxoerted aloo & -
"L g offoct on comestic animals. Hundreds of hoad of

ey

c 0T cattle wers killed by esting poleoned graos, ' Thousards |
. Tt . of others waro affosted, Tens of thousands of. poultry,
LT e pigs and dogs died ales,'s A T Tl

LI *

C. T ret.t 5. - In addition to tho gencral purposes of this propaganda, it has.
"+ 'been usod reccntly in mors spocifie attcmpts te Lelitils tho US "peaco
{offonsiva® ard the Honolulu Conforanto declarations conmcerrdng efforte to
. 'dmprove the lot of tho Vietnamesa paople, T L es

* 6. VO propogerdists in Seuth Vietnem follew the guldelines set forth -
o by Hanol ani Iiberctiion Radio, although lecal conditions comstimas dnvite
Tt T Tes require eomo voldations of thomva, The psopla arecgerarally told that
. 7 -tae US and GWI are louing tho war, ard in desporation, ard trying to .
- destroy the soonomy of tha people, all ¢f whom support the VG, loreover,
: . - herbleido operations are 6ften deocribed as part of tho American effert S
" *to deotroy or Lmpovorich the peoplo so they can take over the country, or -

T a8 an ottenpt to impoverdidh tho pooplo ard fozco them into GVllecontrodled T
aroas whora vhay can ba rigorously controllsd, taxcd, and exploited by
the GVIN, ~ Xn the contral highlande, tho program is soms{imos deseribed aa

- belng direetel particularly ab the ontagnarde, ,

. ﬂ'l,glioh, 23 Har 66 {quoting cditorial of banoi Daily newapaper NHAN DAN),
=" FBIS, Daily Reporty Far Bast No, 56, 23 Mar 66, In an earlier article,
e, NHAN DAN citod Yincomplote reperts! that 370,000 hectares of land had o
" . been dovastated 4n 1965 (FBIS, Dally Reports Faw Fast No. 52, 17 ¥ar 68),
but later accopted tho subsequent VO totulds broadeast over Liberation - .
* Radlo, Referenco to Annex A will shou that thess fifures oxceed the o
total for both erop destruction and defollation operations,. o

R 2, ‘Hanet VNA Intermatioml Service in Englich, 25 Fob 66 (quoting &
oy FHAN DAR Editorial), I:'BIS‘, Daily Rapoxts Far Kast No, 38, 25 Feb 66, .

e . 3. Hanol VA International Service in Englich, 16 Mar 66 (Statement of

‘ : FFLSV Central Coumittea), FBIS, ilatly Revert: Fay East No 52, 17 Mar 663

- », Idberstion Radie in Vietnamese to South Vietram, 4 kar &6, FBIS, Daily .
*. ‘Report: Far East No 56, 23 lar 66, ) - :
' . B2
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e Diatortion of tho offccty of herbicides on humana and onimals is
* found in local propaganda, although there is lest uniformity on this polnt | ..
) than in propaganda firom Hanol and Lihoration Radio, Among poopld vho have s
o not experionced harbicido opevations, Commndst propagandicts uoually chi_.q o
7" that the chemdcals causo illness or decath, especially among childron and - *0e,
et - older pedple., Horbicides have all.edly caused, among obher mnladlios, ma.l.aria, .
.t T cholere, blindness, skin rashen, swelling of the body, amd the vorttisigi™

"" ooq.'o oo
: ;'_5.’ S of blood, Apparently as a part of thoir propaganda efforts, the VO often )
=§'-: ~4nstruct the poople in means to protect thenmselves from chenical spraying ; ; )
35 " “and $n methods of treatment should they be oxposnd to tha sprayf, » Apparently... .
sie o7 ao ah attonpl to convince pacpla that tha chemicals used in herbicldo :
st eporations £ra tecle, the VO in goma arcas roportedly ars cstablishing
Cerst T spectal eivilian mediocal sections vhers peopls will be chown how to protest
o themsolves from ¥polsonous chemicala¥ and whoro thoao ao affocted con bo
. trestod, In soms casus, howevor, the poople cve merely told that herbicides . . . .
e .3 are oprayed to destroy crops and causo starvation, In oither cave, the . RH

..... gooplo are normally told that sproyed food and wator cannot bs conswnod,
: sidanoee in the propaganda aro possibly sccounted for by the differing e

’ dogrogd of roceptivencos of the cudionces, tholr knowledjo. of horbicldes L
: i: ... frem bther sources, er the fact that some of the wttorancos of VC oadre | 7
4 not coord.tnnted with propagnndn paruonnala T

p In the target arcas tho VO noml.‘ly concentrato en diatortins tha .

L ae of herbicide oporations and on arcusing public resonimont toward ) S
,'--' .‘ o GVl ard Amaydcans, In soro eprayed arcan the VG havo suffored embarrasemans

i uhon tho poople learnsd that their propagenda was faloo, Tho clovernsco . L

: ;'.,,,‘. S o7, end flexibility of tho VG propaganuiat is :llluatmtad, hcmovar, ia t.he roport o

‘.a".,'.-". _— M ¢no. such inatamoa _ 3

DAL : "“ e *Tho ‘Grouplo cadro loot. fase bocause tha

J ¢ chemieals didn't turn out to by as deadly as wo
o had told tho prople. So we azbt down to study a
e T way to protect tho pristige of the Front. Vo

. T ®plained 4o tho paople that the Amerficans usod
s "7+ eeveral kinds of chexicals, Ono kind ocould both
g St WAIL tho people ard dostroy the crops, Anothor S ¥
: | loeo harnmful kind would deetroy tho crops only, T G
" The Americans were sufforingz heavy dofeats, Thoy L R g,
' eproyed chomiealo to destréy the crops in order to N
AP - ypueh peoplo inte the Hew 1ife Hamlets which were . Y
T L s " to sorve do thoir last resort, If thoro wove - L e
PR - negotiations, tho Americans would claim that o ey Ke
e + they had for their support scvoral impertant L o ‘_,. A
g populated aveas, Thus they would have an ade T A
toeoe vontago at the conforcnco table. .Therofore,’ LRy
£ ' " " -~
S I‘.L_......_...__.."tﬂm Courlor, Spaclal Iascue, 31 Jan 66 (Stotemont ef NFLSY Comit.tcn N
T at Ben Tre Provines (VC). LR e
. - ’ . 8-3 . ﬁ'_- -.'. . ‘-:""'
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" somehow tho insocts woro aspovnsd by chemical Bproy.
.bosn roports that tho VC thamsolves have poleoudd vater sourcos and destroyed

‘ peroons allessdly p:sysica.uy 1n,1u:e:l by the che:niualo

" they had only sprayod the least hamrhmty
' and pvelded Idlling the paople bocouse SX they

Kllod the people, thoy woulda't have anyons left
+ to gather in one placo to serve thoir puipose.... . Core T
-, X found that our stritesy pretty well took care of .o Lt
tho problcms ceusod by tho cardior exagporated Ll . Lo

0

9. Tho extcnt of property danage le a.lso often’ mggaratod by the

4* ¥G, Unrelated crop failuros in terget arcss and oven erop-fallures in

other arcas, ars somatinoo at.t.ributed to harbicidos, Evon damage to crops
caused by incocte has been blamed on herbiecides, 'ld.zh the VC olalming that
Thoro also have

troas and grrden cropo in order to blsma tho demige on defoliation,’ Public

. domonstrations are a comron, and oftcn effestive, tustic of the VO for

$nflaméng public reaentucnt of roal or imagined damage caused by herbicidos em=.

- espocially by dofoliution oporations. Th: poople are often incited to protost

to the dastrict chiel end demand cowpensation or gessation of herbicide:

operations. Thice densnatrations avo sozstimes dramatized by the carrying -

of drmaged planto or by thy including, in the front rng..a of the protoston,

*SRand Interview H-18, Qo 9-10 ’ .

. 6B,g., JUSPLO Field Rupreseatativo Repost for Co conz and l(:l.o.i }10& Provincos,

15 Dag 65-20 Jan G5

8510 Report Yo 42/65, 15 Mar 653 Inforzation Raport No' 239/65, 27 Jan 65;
JUSFAO Field Hepresinvative Repord rcr Go Ccmg K.ion Hea Provinsas,
15 Dac 65 » 20 Jan Gb, ) <
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