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• • . . " ' , • '.'/• ... v• ' - , „ , .-.>vvv .,

ALTHOUGH TH3 HSRDICIDAL CROP DESTRUCTION AND DEFOLIATION PROGRAMS If. SOUTH
VIETNAM HAVE BEEil II-iPIS-SNTED l/ITH CAUTION AND SUBJECTED TO FREQUENT RE-
EVALUATION, SCi-ffi DOU3T PERSISTS CONCERNING THE BALANCE BETWEEN THE RESULTING

. ADVERSE IMPACT 0,V Tl£3 VIST CCXS AND TiS ADVERSS IMPACT ON ALLIED EFFORTS
CAUSED BY TKB POSS1B1E ALIENATION OF CIVILIANS. THIS STUDY REVIEWS EXISTING

' EVIDENCE AJ.T) CONCLUDES THAT, AT TIE PRSSSCT TE-S, THE ADVANTAGES TO THS ALLIED
FORCES FROM BOTJI Paoca.'̂  SIGHIFICA.Vm OOK'.'BIGH THS DISADVANTAGES. KOBE-
OVER, TKiS PAVORABW BALAKC2 SfSDUID SUPPORT A' CONSUERABiE ACCELERATIOM OF TIE
KICGRAKS. • .

CROP DESTRUCTION, COtSiUCTED OH A LEaTED SCAIS, HAS KOT SIGW.n-ICAHTlX AFFECTED
OVERALL VC FOOD SUP?UE.>, BUT HAS CAUSED i£GISTICAL DIFFJCUJJIES, DIVERSICJS
OP KAKPCM2R,- EO:-E DETdiOilATIOJI OF KKUIS, AKD AT 1EAST TEI-yOrw'JiY FOOD SKC21T-

• AGES IH THS TARGET; AE2.VS. VC 10^5 OF EFrSWIVE PUBLIC SUPPORT BUS TO THS
FLOW 'OF REFUGEES FROM T'S VC-COCTROLLED TARGST AREAS AIJD THE DEJOSAUZATIOJ 0?
THOSE REl-SAHaiS PR03A3TJf HAS OUT-'SIGHSD GAIL'S C7 ADDITIONAL VOLUNTARY SUPPORT.
CIVILIANS IH THS TARGET APJ3/.3 J5AV3 SUFFERED SEVERS HARDSHIPS, AID KUCH, BUT
MOT ALL, OF THEIR RESE?.T/v£J.Y H/iS BSSM DIRECTED TCr.'/ARD TKS US AND GVH. THUS,
IN THE TAROi?r AREAS, Ti3 M'ACT P203A3LY HAS BEEU ADVERSE TO TKB COAL OF GAIT-
IMG POPU1AK SUPPORT FC3 TKS GV1J. IN KON-TAR3ET AREA?, Ka.TSVSR, HO SIGNIFICAS-T

...JMPACT HAS BEEN APPARSI.T,
DEFOLIATION OPERATIONS HAVE BEE^I GENERALLY EFFECTIVE IN IHCREASIKO THS SECURITY
CF FRIEKDLY liJSTALU'lTIC::S A«D LIIES 0? COJ3CUMICATI011 A13), CH A LD'JTED SCALS,
IN CAUSIHG SOIE DISRUPTION OF VC KOV3SWT. .VC BASE ARE/iS ALSO HAVE BEEN REK-
IERED KORE VULJaiJtABLS TO ATTACK, AI.T3 TKS VC HAVE EVACUATED THOSE AREAS. RE-
SENTMENT Ta/ARD THE US AKD GVJI CAUSED BY THS UIOJITECT.IOIWL DESTOUCTION OF
CIVILIAN CHOPS IS A SERIOUS PROBLEM, ESPECIALLY SINCE MANY OF TIS AFFECTED
PfctSOKS DO «\'OT LIVE UJHSH VC COKTROL, BUT IT DOES NOT OUTi'ffiIGH THS ADVANTAGES
OF THEPROCAWi. -• • - ' • ' . . • .
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. . . , .

. ' • • EVAWATIOS OF HERBICID^ fy»§5ATXCMS IW THE JIJSPUDLIC. OF VIETIIAM
' ' • ' . •• '•• ' ' ' - . ' . ' , ' ' ,
!„ INTRODUCTION , , ' ' ". '" ' . -

* • ' ' *

*• Purpose. Tha purpose of tola study io to determine and-evaluate
tha benefits and dotrifeonto accruing to tho Allied Forces fron horbieido
operations conducted in the Republic of Vietnam (RVW).

&* Scope. This study focuses on conditions that exist among
eneny and the civilian population v/hich aro attributable, at least in
port, to tho employment of herbicides in RVJf. Administrative end operational
aspects of tho herbicide program are not considered oxsopt fcr background
purposes. Koreovor, vhilo various other ftVH and US programs—including
other aspects of resources control, psywar operations, tho refugee profiraa,
and tha program for compensation for civilian damage — havo on important .' ;,
bearing on the impact of herbicide operations and aro considered in tha •".
course of this study, no attempt is made to systematically evaluate those _.
prograns, • •. ' ; '' yVv-';--'

' ' •':/" ''; ;.'•.-...' '.'. . . .- '• "' ' •'%/'...•'*'•'. ,'.''•'* :•-.,'-
.XX* PISCUS3IOM. ; '•;• •-.•..'••',:,. ';: .'/.'• '•'i '••>.••• {'-^'.>

• *• Background. ' '•' ' '' ', '*' •'..-.'• .; .' ''•*}£'"•

l» Purposes of Horbiclde Q̂ t>yc.tJLona, Herbicide operations aro
conducted by toilitary forces in ilVll for ti/o basic purposoor crop destruction- •
and defoliation. As a part of Allied economic warfare'efforts, horbicidal
crop destruction operations are declined to weaken tha Viet Cong war effort
by denying thorn certain sources of food supply. Aerial spraying of nontoxio
herbicides destroys VC crops and civilian crops which otherv.lco would accrue *
in substantial part to tho VC and v/hich cannot feasibly bo protected from '
tho VC or secured for OV:i utilization or uiotrlbution. Herbicide operations •

• do not encompass tho destruction of harvested foodstuffs* Dafoliation
operations are utilized to destroy or control natural vegetation, thereby • „'
exposing tho sprayed area to botter vioual observation and making enocgr . . •
installations and activities more easily detectable. • ;.<•;•;.*.

•t* JBxtent.of Herbicide Operations'. . . . • •<•••„«.•;
"•" ~ "'-'"' • •• ''.'•*.

A, From tho beginning of horbicidal crop destruction operations
in 196"2 until aid-torch 1966, approximately 39,000 hectares (roachly 9S,000
acres) of cultivated lund were sprayed. (See Annex A.) Operations have
b««n conducted in various -rarcinal or deficit production areas under VC con-
trol, but havo not be-on authorized in IV Corps Tactical Zor.j, whoru thero
•is a food surplus and where Halted crop destruction would havo prtninuy}
ianediate icpact on tho VC. ..; •

b. From 1̂ 62 through February 1966, C-l?3 aircraft conducted
defoliation operations over approximately 123,000 hectares (about 316,000 •
acres) of vegetation throughout RV7J, (soo Annex A.) In addition, liiaited



' experimental defoliation was conducted in 1961, and spraying has been con-
. . ducted on a snail scalo by helicopters, hand spray pumpo, and "Buffalo*

, .'. turbines. . . . . . ' . .

B.• Crop Destruction Operations, . ' • . ' • ' • ' ' . * : './

..'•'•' •„ 1« Impact oh tho Viet Confl. . ' • . - • ; . _ • . ' - ;*

• . "' / . «. Effect on Food Supply. • . : * '.';

(1) It has been estimated that in 1965 enough foodstuffs,
primarily nanioc, sweet potatoes, and rice, to feed about 2̂ 5,000 people

... ' for one year were destroyed by herbicide oparations,.1 Because many of th«»
destroyed crops belonged to 'civilians, tho total ftnount destroyed cannot
be considered to be a direct <iot.viir.3nt to tho Vf- troops and cadre. The ' •

^ destroyed civilian crops v/erj located, however, in areas under VC control
or influence, therefore, a substantial proportion of the yield would have

• Accrued to tho VC as a result of production taxej, forced and voluntary
• ;. sales, and contributions.* As ouch as 70 to 80 percent of civilian pro-

duction in some sprayed areas go?? to tho VC,3 but demands vary in different
Areas, and a precise overall personage accruing to tho VC frci all target

. '. Areas cannot bo determined. . • /'
* '• :j

' . ' ' (2) In addition to the loss of destroyed crops, the VC
have in eone instances been unable to purchaoo food because of civilian

:.. hoarding caused by fear of herbicide operations.̂  Moreover, crop destruction
. . . often produces a substantial flo,/ of refugees to GVW-controllcd areas, awl

tho VC lose all benefits froa the future productive efforts of those people.'
VC gains from confiscation of'property loft by refugees norraalty do not

. 'compensate for this loss. • . . , . '

' • ' (3) Past crop destruction operations have been, on a
fairly Halted ecalo. Jfn 1965 onty about one percent of the total food
production of tho country was destroyed.' Tho oporationo wore conducted,
however, in marginal or deficit production areas, and tha adverse impact ..

• .' on-the VC has been greater than this low percentage might indicate. Although
• •., .. there have boon few instances of starvation conditions," numerous cases of

temporary food shortages are attributable to crop destruction operations.'
• For example, ono captivo reported that his food ration had been reduced by
: • Approxiiuatc3,v half after a crop destruction operation in his are*.10 Such

• shortages are often evidenced by subsequent unusual VC efforts to purchase,
steal, or transport food froa other areas.11 In a few cases, however,
herbicide operations which effectively destroyed crops in the target area

;• have had no appreciable effect on tho food supply of units in the area,
. < « because of readily available sources in nearby areas.12

(4) Perhaps the best indication* of the effectiveness
' \ Of herbicide operations are tho VC's own reports of ffod shortages and

the complaints they voice concernins chonical crop destruction operations.



According to Sgts Smith and KcCluro, who were hold captive by tho VC in
Toy Winh Province, "tho VC complained longer and more bitterly about de-
foliation and crop destruction than any other weapon used against then.
A significant reduction.in their food supply and their shelter and conceal-
ment was caused by it."̂  Korcover, a VC Activity Report for 1965 from lay .
Kinh Province stated, "tho spraying of defoliant caused eubatantial damage to
the crops and thus compelled a nutier of 1'arn.era to move into strategic
hamlets..., Farra production is not very opti.-d.stic.since crops vrere affect-
ed by the fighting ar.d the spraying of chemicals. "•"* Another VC document
reports tho "calatdtioo" and "disf.fttor" caused by crop destruction opere- ./
tiona in Dinh Dinh Province.1-' Siailar conplaints Are increasingly counon."1*

(5) Tho general effectiveness of herbicide operations,
both crop destruction and defoliation, is also indicated by.VC concern over
formulating effective plana for countering aerial spraying.1' VC troops
Are generally ordered to fire on.gircraft spraying chemicals, even though
they itay expose their positions.""* The frequency of hits suffered by tho
Aircraft indicates thftt the VC doterainudly attempt, although unsuccessfully,
to counter herbicide operations. " The recent intensity of NVJI and VC
propaganda directed at hcrbicido operation:), although principally designed

' to Influence world opinion, probably also indic&teo the general effective*
ness of crop destruction operations. (See Annex B) :'..•

(6) In Addition to tho loss froa destruction of crops,
•one VC units ouffor because of misconceptions, apparently caused by their .
own propaganda, concerning the effects of herbicides. The belief persists V
among BOJMJ VC, even those in areas £<iat have boon sprayed, that sprayed
food and water cannot be conGurccd,2^ and that tho spray has residual effects
6n the coil. •t Even VC leaders in cosa instances aro affected by such
misconceptions. For example, one official VC document dndioatos plans to
•"research the utilization of charcoals and aahcs to counteract tho effects
of poison, to draw the poison out of tho surfaces of rice seeds and coconut
in order to utilise them" and directs that.livestock not be grazed in sprayed
Areas or given food that has been sprayed. Moreover, courses given to
•first old personnel have included instruction that sprayed food is to bo
washed with "antibiotic ccdicino" before it is eaten and that if there is
doubt about food it should bo tested on aniwilo. In spite of prppaganda
many VC do eat sprayed food,*̂  immediately replant sprayed fields,̂  and
generally recognize the actual effects of herbicides. Since crop destruction
operations are often repeated in tho sace area, misconceptions as to tho
effects of such operations undoubtedly will become less coaaon.

. . . ' - , ' . ' ''.•• ' '
b* Ef/ect on logistics and Operations. * . .

(1) The loss of substantial quantities of foodstuffs in
An Area necessitates replacement from other sources if VC troops ar« to
continue to occupy or opirate within that area. In soae areas, attempts
have boon eado to offset partially the impact of crop destruction by .
increaaod emphasis on aniinal husbandry and wildlife preservation.



Jfcwo.er, the VC dietary staples, rice and vegetables, must be procured by
'•' production, taxation, purchases, and military operations in other areas.

/ • (2) Even when adequate food is obtainable elsewhere,
'•' , , 'substantial difficulties exist. The necessity of transporting additional

* quantities of food places a considerable strain on the VC logistic system,, •
which relies heavily on human carriers.*' This strain is sometimes
aggravated by the reduction of both civilian and military ranpowor sources

' \ caused by refugee movement from the target areas. In addition, in areas
regularly subject to herbicide operations, greater reliance on long-term
storage of foodstuffs uay be required, with some resulting security and
spoilage problems. • • : . ' • • .

'. ,' * ' (3) Resides requiring transportation of foodstuffs into.
.'•' ;. affected base areas, crop destruction operations have necessitated that
: • food supplies accompany VC mobile units conducting operations in, or
•„ .'; Bovements through, target areas. Ons apparently knowledgeable source

reported that a defoliation operation in VC~controllod areas of Long An
' •. and Hau Nghia Provinces, which caused substantial damage to crops in the
' . area/ forced the VC to abandon a recently instituted, simplified logistic,

'; , • system. Under the simplified system, VC mobile units had relied on obtaining
food in the villages through vhich they passed and, consequently, hod boon

.-".'".. able to carry additional military equipment instead of food**" . •
«* • ' i *

: • . • (4) The disruption of supply and logistics hao had a
significant impact on VC military operations and utilization of ranpower.
In eofiw instances the VC bayo been forced to divert tactical units to conduct

_ • • food procurement operations-* and food transportation tasks.'-*- Manpower
.. .. released from harvesting tasks by crop destruction cannot be fully utilized

' as transportation laborers. Kany personnel assigned to VC production units,
as well as civilian fawners exempted from the VC draft, are physically unfit

. .- , for rigorous transportation tacks.-*2 Crop destruction operations have
further disrupted manpower utilization by requiring increased food production

',-,•• _ efforts by VC tactical units. A VC directive dated 4 June 196$, predicted
• . •'; difficulties in food supplies, duo in part to herbicide operations, and ••
'. '.: urged troopD to increase farm production by obtaining fields to cultivate
• , or by working as hired laborer*.•*•* Moreover, a Main Force VC captive

". .' reported that study sessions haii been "hold in his unit in November 1965
to explain that the people's contributions to the VC hod been'lowered by

• • chemical crop destruction, end thsrpf ore tactical troops must assume the
V .. additional duty of-producing food,3*» .

j* e. Effect on Morale. _ _ .

(1) Crup destruction operations adversely affect VC
Morale when such opcrationa force a reduction in .individual rations.
Various instances of VC demoralisation have bee; reported as directly

• attributable to food shortages caused by crop destruction.35 .



(2) .Crop destruction also affects morale in other ways.
Members of production units art* apt ts> suffer extreme demoralization when '
all thslr efforts prove futile.38 in one casa, VC troops were daraoraUzod
vhon their civilian supporters tumid chains* then because of hardships
caused by crop destruction, 3& and troops' mar&lo probably deteriorates
-because of tho effects of herbicidoa on the fa/allies of uoras soldiers.
On< the other hand, civilian suff arias and tha fooling that tho usa of
herbicides is "unfair" tend to increase VC hatred of tho o.ony and
•trengthen their motivation. 37 Especially omons thcso who have not
experienced herbicide operations, ;noti Motion undoubtedly io strengthened
by VC propaganda concerning harud.cidca.39 Th4 misconceptions generated,
however, by this sans propaganda alca promote demoralizing fear of physical
harm among some troops ,W This fear or anxiety is generally reduced by
instruction to VC troops on tho us 3 of availa&lo dovicso,, including gas
oaoko, nylon sheets or bass, and vat handkerchief a,** which aro claimed

'.to prevent physical harra, VC 'troops who hav* experienced herbicide operations
'' generally express little or no fear of thera,**2 although eono continu* to

bolicvfl the spray haa disabling effecta.*»3 in any event, fear, produced
by th» eproyins is not usually significant in ccoparison to that produced
by bombings and artillery end nort&r birra.seî * even though the concern
over the hardships ccuocd 'ay the eprayinj may bo groater.̂ 5 . , , . . > .

'2* jtepaet on Civiltans in Tw^et Areaa. _ . '. ' ' , ' • ' . ' ' •", ' .
" ' " . * • • * * .

a* Economic Impact. * . •••/'.';'.

(1) Civilian.) in target areas have suffered greatly froa
arcp destruction epor&tiena* ca evidonccd by tho flow of ro£ucoeô ° and by •
numerous first harJ &ccour«!i.̂ 7 Farmers nuffo? tho roost direct and probably
the moot serious looses, but everyone in th-j area is affected. Hired
laborers looo employment einco tharo ia nothins to harvest, ond uarohontc
and traders suffer frozn the general depression lit thi area.

. * * *

• - - (2) Vfliile the low to the VC is sovero, in nosy inctancoo,
the civilians suffer more. In casoa of total crop destruction in tho urea,
the people's loss io apt vo be bore serious than that of tho VC because of

.. look of civilian food rosorvea or alternative sources of supply. If th i
• destruction is less than total, the ir-paci on tho pscple may ha looicrcd •
by tho fast that they can Justifiably lowar their contributions to the VC.W
In other cases, however, th9 people tuf/sr noro vhcn a crop, is partially
destroyed because the VC take a greater portion of tho available food to
eotiefy their.H'scc's. As ens source BtetctS, Tno psople would die of hunger
before tho VC w?ro hanwsd beiauas thay forced th? people to contribute
ejidlessly.1 ?̂ Vftcn a crop is partially destroyed in a VC-controlled area,
VC policy probably is determined by balancing the VC nssd for food against

' their need for continued support fvoa tho people. Differences in degree
of control also isay account for some variations in how available food ie
divided.

(3) Civilians adversely affected by crop destruction



can oxpoct little assistance from either tho VC or tto CV1J. Although tho
CVi* gives ociAO assistance to th&oa v/ho fleo to refugee centers, they pay no
. ewporw-atioia for *ha intcntio;̂ ! destruction of crops.50 VC unito in tho,
target r.reaa coldoa can afford to contribute feed to tho psoplo.51 In
eo>ia casts, hovovor, they cay encourâ a those vho have loot less or vho
ha/0 adequate food rcs.irvo« to chaw with their less fortunate noichboro.5*

b. Civilian Dislocation. . ...'-• :
. • . • • •

(1) The oconcaie inpact of crop destruction operations
has proved to be ah effective intluscincnt for cany people to relocate to
CVH-controllcd arsas. For example, psyvar efforts had enjoyed only niniital
success in inducing inhabitants to flci frea VC-controllcd arsas in

. Thuan Proving, but shortly after a crop destruction operation r.bou*, 250
persons left tho target areas and tntcvcd GVW refuggo centc-.-s.53 Similarly,1

' '300 rofufioss v/pra resultant frca crcp dcstrustion operations in Wax- Zono "D"
in late 19cV|»5* Although ths decision to move to an area of GVN control
is seldcxa tracsabla to a single cause, crop dostruotior. eontetiOM can tip
tho'scales. According to cno roturnt-aj 55 • . ' , . , . ,

' ' ' . * ' . « ', . • • ' . • ' .

• . "Tho truth is, if thess people Moved to tho • ;
GVN-controllcd areas, it vao not only bosause
their crops K<i bten sprayed with chcadcalsj

. . . bocauas ainio their areas had baan hit by ' .'
bombs and ircrtars, thsy had already had ths
intention to leave) and they would probably
have dons oo, had it not been for tho fact

' that thsy could not. clocida to part with
their crops, Kow that thoir crops war* • ,' . '
destroyed by cĥ -tiicala, they no lonjjor hid
any reason to be undivided . . . ."

Ûndoubtedly, nany siore civilians would fleo to OVH control were it not for
,""VC 'efforts to prevent such laieration. The VC forbid euch rolocaticnsSo

and havo arrcatel people onrouto to refugee centers after crop destruction
operations,57

(2) Some relocation also occurs within VC areas. For *
• instance, hired laborers often ndgrato to find work in other fields. Hc-rc-
ovor, sores fanners, especially arewigth* poorer class, which-is typically

. Bore loyel to tha VC, will tnyra into other VC areas.5̂  Kontagnards in VC- ,
controlled nreao of tha northern provinces frequently jnwe to nearby areas
•till within VC eo troll. Utilizing slar.h-and-burn farndng methods, they
seldom plant the sama ficld.i for Ei?rc than two or thrco seasons. Consequently,
they.arc not attached tc their fields and generally jnova ones cprayins*occurs.
However, thsix1 loyalty to tho VC, or at least their dialiks of tho CVW, usual
ly; induces then to regain in their highland hcaes rather than taovo into
refugee centers.59 . . .



r"
(3) .Strong traditional tico to tha land and their native

villages keep aoma people from moving, regardless of hardships or allegiances.
According to some villagerst ... .

"Wherever «-• you are, you have to work to earn your living. . •
Whether you etay hero or wove elsewhere, your life iaa't
aoBured. It ia better to stay in one'a village bocauoo • •'
thia way one can dio at home. "60 • . .'.••'.

• • " i • : ' • . ; • • • . - :-••.-'... -..;:
o« Paychological Impact. . .' \

. . (1) Tho morale of the civilian population in target areas
ie drastically lowered by destruction of their crops. Concern over antici-
pated deprivations and suffering ia coapouaded by a sonso of the futility of
their efforts. As one avid VC douoribid their situation! '..'•'.' ..: •'

N , t • • , " * • V.

' "Tha farmers leva their land, and tha thinga they grow.
' All their lives, they did not ov.-a anything bettor than their

. •''..' own little plot of land, and the few trees. Tho spraying in
. one day killed tha trees that had been planted 15 or 20 years,
before.*' You eee how thia affects their feelings and morale*M0i• * • < . , •

From their aadnesa and futility, bitterness and hatred often spring, Tho
• direction which this bitterness and hatred taka ia by no neons unifora,
but is influenced to a consiUov.%1̂  extent by misconceptions and confusion,
and by preexisting loyalties or inclinations, Misconceptions concerning
the effects of herbicidos, apparently attributable to intensive VC propa-
ganda, somotimoa cause subsequent illnesses end mioforiunoa to bo cttribu-

. ted to chemical spraying.62 Tho natural result iu to enhance any bolief of
cruelty by tho GVN and its American alliuo, . , • "•

(2) Kiaconeeptions or confusion ooncornins tho purpose
• of crop destruction has an even greater tendency to cause bitterness to bo
directed toward tha CVN -and thi Americans, with tho latter normally being
the primary target*»3 According to one fomur Kain Force platooa loadori •

"AlMost none of tho poopln understand tha purpose of crop
. destruction by tha GVN. Thuy can only see that thoir • *:

crops aro -cc+.royed. Added to that, the VC'pour propa-
. , • ganda into their ears. Therefore, a number of peoplo <.''

joined tho VC because they'd suffered from daKago."& :; '.:

While this statement ray be tru* in a particular locale, most people in
th» target areao do have at IcMt a rudincntary undoratanding of .the purpose
of tho epraying. Herbicide operations are in fact cow,only directed at
'civilian crops, although the ultimate target is tho VC. Therefore, it; is
understandable that cany people fail to understand tho oubtleties of the :

purpose. Socotiws, civilians tend to associate juotification of the
spraying only with tho physical presence of VC units in the target area '

• . '•(•' f



Reoroduced from
»yail»bl« COPY,

rather than with effective control by VC over tha fruito ef production*
This misconception is clearly illustrated in tho statement of a foraisr
VC platoon louder in War Zora "0": .- .

•. ' "Tho pcoplo knew the reason for those operations,
' . but thty didn't underJtani vhy ih« CVK carried

• out those operations in their areas. Tho Front
.. • . nomboro did not st&y thcro. The GVJJ soldioro

hod boon living there, but then thsy hod to leavo
beeauuo thsy cculiaft control tho areas. -Tho
people rennimd behind to tend th^ir land. Now
CVll bprayed their crops c-'«l killed then off,

• • ' Th* pcoplo were bewildered ar.l b-ilievoi the OVN
wat> very cruol, . . .Thsso sjXMyin;; operations' .

. caused wueh rcsriminaticKO caior̂  the p;ople, •
: ' . ' Thoca who had be^n fc»« tho CVI« wculd bogin . .
"'..'• to have e«sor/d thoughts. Pcoplo vould ba aoro ' ' . . ;.-;''

lenient, but t'r.so their private iattrjsts.var* ,' '. •''
«t otoke then they would react etroncljr."" . , ' " • ' .

(3) Aa ia to bo expected, tho strongest enti-CVJJ reaction
to the crop destruction often coaoi frca those who are already sympathetic
to tho VC cauce."° 7ii3 reaction cf tho» who ar« Uncommitted is more divoreo..,
The extent to which tho unror.rdttad are pushed into voluntary eupport of the
VC by tho destruction of their crops cannst be dotarmlntd precisely. Although
some additional voluntary support Accrues to the VC,&7 tho quantity ic perhaps
not as croat as night ba expected,. A eonaids-j-ablo 'nunibor either sadly accoj
thoir loco as a ro&ult of a v'ar in which thsy are unablo to AOCSSO blesj
or they diffuoo thoir bittomess In all directions. Ths US and GVN aro
often blaraod for thoir cruolty; tha VC, for pr&vakins tha action. Tlio
follovdnc is a not tu:soxuo:i illustration of ths psoplo'o reaotiont

. . • •
"The villagers fslt angry vdth tha GVN and
tho Amoricani but they blamiS ths Front . •'•'"•.'1 .. ' ' people, whoao preosnco in the area had caused

I the destiniotion of their crops by chcwical • • • '."
•praying. . . .They blaraid evarj-body (VC, US,
and GVN) and oaifi: »>;e hava sufferosl top

' much already. All wa ack is paaco In order
' to earn our livings more easily. In°9

'(4) Among scras poopla, often those already disillusioned
vith th« VC, bittsrneos and annor io vented primarily on the VC.70
In a few cases, a ftrc.ig reaction against tha VC has boon reported. After
herbicide operations in th-j An Lao Pi&tric+ in Binh Dinh Provins.e, the
people, faced with fardr.t eorditior.s which ..ha VC could not solve, refused
to assist tho VC and rsserted to corns over *r,ts incluiins the displaying
of antl~VC slogans and physical violence.'1 Similar anti-VC reaction
reportedly occurred in Binh Dinh Provimo after herbicide, operations in



April 1966. In soraa villages tha people, because of concern for their ovm
hardships, refused to dig trcnchas and tunnele for tha VC. in another
village tha Xontagnards, angry because the VC, contrary to thoir clains,
had not protected tha people front tho spraying "viciously assassinated"
anj' VC cadre rho entered the village alone,'/*' VC oppressive measures
'against would-be refugees undoubtedly contribute to some ill feeling toward
the VC, for although tha GVil and /.-.naricans directly caused their misery,
tho VC prevent its alleviation. Also, corca psywar teams reportedly have •
successfully utilised tho th%no thr.t^tho VC are unwilling or unable to
protect the pooj>la and their crops, 73 While the flow of rofugaos from
target areas does not nocoaasi-lly indicate popular support for tha CVN,
it is. an indication of loos of confidence in tho VC, The ultimate
psychological itipact on thoso who fie? to- CVN control is largely dependent
on tho treatment thsy receivo as refugees, .

• • . • ' - . * • '
(5) In evaluating the slgnif icaree of ths reactions of

• tho people in the target aroao, it is Important to remember that many of
them actively support tho VC, Others, whilo indifferent or even pro-GVN,
live under VC control and arc required to render assistance to tho VC.
Thus, viewed fro:a tho short-rango OYN goal of reducing effective public
support for the VC, ths impact of tho crop destruction progran probably
favors the GVN, Any GVN gaina or loseoa in effective support aro not
significant.. VC losuos of effective support duo to th« flew of refugees
and tho severe demoralization of those remaining, however, probably exceed
VC gains froa additional voluntary support. Viewed from the long range
goal of gaining popular support of tha GVN, without regard for VC support,
the balanca in th* target araas tippsars advt-ree to the CVN, Tho rasontment
that is produced or intensified by tha US-GVN actions probably outweighs
th* support of thoao rafug&as who are satisfied with thoir treatment in
GVH-contrc-lled areas. • . . , . .

3* Jtrnpatot on Civilians j.n ._Kon-Tar̂ ot L Areaa« ' - .• •'• ./

• *. Sirwo crop destruction operations contribute to VC food
supply and logistical problems, thsy ars a factor in increasing tho demands
which the VC make on the psople in other areas which they control or influence.
Thee* defaands for larger food contribution:), more civilian laborers for
transportation, and increased ealoa of foodstuff o to the VC rather than •:
on the most favorable aarkots increase ths hardships of the psople and tend
to foster icsentjacnt toiravd tho VC. to tho other hand, effectivs VC
propaganda concerning herbicid's opsr&ticns promotes fear and hatrei ?f the
US and GVN. Thesa factsra probably cancel one another, but tha precise
effect cannot bo oaasvrcd.

! .
b. In GVK-controllcd areas, especially those near target areas,

security nay be impaired by VC offorto to obtain alternative sources of food.
Any resulting cconcaic or psychological inpact is largely dotonninsd by tho
dcgroo of the security that GVK and Allied forces ar« able to provide. In
addition, the VC attoapt to emphasize tho role of crop destruction operations

.9.



in causing food ohortr-sos and highor pricai in GYM areas. »* Although there
10 Borao danger from VC propaganda of this nature, no significant adverse
reaction has bean noted in GVN &rcao. < . .

: C.- p'Sfcliatic-A Op.̂ ratit,jVi>T« : ' . .

•-•' 1« Cenaral. When properly applied, tho dofoliants presently used
effectively reduce vegetation for nine to tvreivo jr<or,ths and'expoto tho target
.area, to greatly improved ground and tiir •«!>3<«yation. llsrbicidea hava bean
-utilized in defoliation niosionu primarily for dsfenaivo purposes; tho built
of defoliation cp3rs.tJ.cno h&vs ba«n turrî d out along. friendly lines of cca-
nwrdcatioii, with ctliov operation-? boing cerdv/sted to clear around friendly
basea and installations, Defoliation aloo has been used on a uirs.11 &calo
to disrupt movcuent along VC rout«a. Dufoliatioa operations aosuncd, however,-
a more offensive character with eatu?Atd,cn defoliation of VC havona durins I?i5
and 195&, in particular, over Boi'Ici Forest, Chu Phong Mountain, and in tho

.coastal iran̂ rovo c.roas of Co Cz'.'y, tCien Kca, ard fea lisa Provinces. Whon used
'f Qr .oleariuTS vegetation in VC IWA-ana, .defoliation operations tako on eoaa of

' tho aspscto of crop d«jstr'ietic.'» op&?atioA9, bsoauoo a contingont eff«st of
mtoh operations is ths dsstra?tJ.o:a of crops which c'Aot to tha ttrgot aro&s.

. Noncally thooo are&e do not contain, hovtivor, * oi&ftific&nt number of
or cultivated fioldo, .

•:' .' ' 2. jrg,wct .OT>-rVC1 Acci.rd̂ .r̂ t

Defoliation of ,PrA«.avS3y.Li»«a of Coaiwriicatioa, .

. : ' (1) Dafoliation̂  by dsnyirj conoealnent to tho VC adjacent
to highwayai rivers, ar/l carv.lo, it- .bollevti to restrict VC eotlvitioa in
those areas, thereby prctsetin̂  tha tay/osmt of Allied and civilian psrsonnol
and eupplisa. Ths VC consider it iupe-rtcift for thoir purpoaeo that linos
cf coaia'anieation no* ba olearo'i, Thoy coicoaiy prohibit tha cuttins' of
any trees or chrub3 adjacent to hi£hw.ya cjri iBpoco rathsr oovoro ponaliies

' on violators. 75 Also, a fommr VC x&riorw&tor dcmolitioaa ppocialict hao
-testified -thr.t tha cloaring of -vc54tt.ticn adjason* -to -rivoro ia an ' .
. effective dsfonaivo ocacure that provonto thJ dinruption of rivor traffic,/6

i', +.,'. •'.''• t ,' ' . , .
(2) Tho Hatted availablo cvidenoo of actual effects

generally supports those aasuwpticw. OyeraLT. statistic*! data aro not
available at pra3»nt, but a lindted survey of thr*o aroao diocloscd that '!
the VC incident rato was significantly redusci in tho ir.ontha follovdng
defoliation, v;hile tho volu:*) of friendly traffic continued or increased. ' '
la. addition, <ic-fo.Uaticn along U»« Vai Co PJLvor caused the VC to evaciiato
thair sholtersd positions along tlw banki,?̂  a«i an earlier optration along
the Thoi Iliver defoliatad a riejralarJy uetd anbuah slto, ceuoing at least
three subsequent VC an&ush att<snpto to ba UB»ucce&«ful.79 AXthau^i partial
defoliation along linca of coranacacation probably disjflasos rather than
eliminates VC activity, tho epacific objectivoo of such defoliation are
usually achieved.
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• b. Defolifttion Around Friendly Installations, Defoliation
around friendly bases and installations r.ide in protecting friendly personnel,
equipment and oupplics against cr.sny attack, infiltration, and pilferage.
Support for thio belief tsuot be based on reason rather than evidence.
The numbsr of va-^abloo involved wal-os ccwpcrison of incident rates for
defoliated and nondcfoliatcd installations unrewarding. Nevertheless,
tactical principles caphasizo the value to tho defender of good observation
and fieldo of fire, and defoliation effectively providoo those conditions..

•' While f.uch defoliation doao not provide absolute protection, as evidenced
by attacks on Special Forces coops, tha VC. undoubtedly are forced to pay
• higher price for any penetration of 'tho installation'. . • . .'••'

c. Defoliation of Encrajr Routes of Movement. Movement of VC
troops and supplies is impeded when rout33 are exposed by defoliation.
Some operations have been conducted for this purpose and other herbicido ,
operations may have this ceco.idE.ry effect. Accounts ,of the effect on ' .

' movement often vary; thio nay be duo to the size of the particular defoliated
area or tho stage of defoliation. As a general rule, however, bcecuso of
fear of acrir.l detection, encny units have Bought to avoid siovccisnt through
defoliated areas. Soxstir.sa only jiino? inoonve.ii.moe is caused since units
are warned in advance by liaiooa' agents or guides.60 Other units have been
forced to halt their movaasnt until nightfall before proceeding through
a defoliated area.01- In seas caoao, defoliated areas have been crossed
during daylight by utiliair-5 casouflaas"'*1 or b/ tha tins conouadng procoo»
of proceeding individually rathe? than in a group.6* Somo cuch areas,
apparently email ones, have been crossed after the unit vau assured that '
no aircraft vero nearby. &» Although' encay movement is not prohibited, theeo
reactions affiro tho general volua of defoliation in hindering, and perhaps
'canalising, VC novcwont, . . . . •

afoliation of Encẑ y Baoe Areao. ''''•'

. (1) Defoliation of VC baea areas or troop'locations
. eignificantly increases thu cusccptibiUty of inotallationc, storage areas,
•nd personnel to aerial attach and t-bssrvation. Faced vdth detection,
in the sprayed araa, tho VC ncrwally abandon thsir baooo}S5
installationa and supplies often mist be loft behind. Oatoiilo ths base
areas, there io less security fnd cc;,:ctir.ioo tho VC must con,tinua to r.ovo
or fight to otay in one place.8" Harctshipa are incroaaei for tho individual
soldier, and leaders have reported̂ ' beccsas infuriated.6? In addition,
as vdth all herbicide operations, fear produced by the euppossd toxic
effect of the chemicals nay havu corns aivsrsa effect on ruoralo, . ' .

(2) The availability of adequate alternative locations
cometimea places limitations on the bensfits derived by. Allied forces froa
defoliation of bases or cnewy troop locationo, VC in tho epacioua vegetated
areas of tho highlands often express-little consera about the possibility
of defoliation. Although tioma inconTen̂ .enco vdll occur, thoy feel they
can easily move to another area in the icmsnsa jungle.6S In any area,
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defoliation of bases ia moat effective v;hcn conducted in conjunction with
other. Military operations.**9 • i - •.

" j :'•. •• • .-•';
3* Impact on Civi.15.ans, , • . '•. "

a. Economic Impact* With respect to civilian residents of
the area, tho cconosdc iapact of saturation defoliation of VC havens is • .
einilar to that of crop destruction operations. Tho economic inpact on
civilians of'other types defoliation oporations is not so substantial,

' bat frequently ths sprsy drifts and causes damaga to civilian crops. In
those instances, daic*go often ia not to'irJL- since there is eonorally less
saturation than in cases of intentional dsstruction.90 Moreover, outeide
aeaistanco is r.ore readily available to those who cuffer property damage.
Unaffected neighboring toxrvr.ro cay give son? relief, and compensation is
•omJtiKSti provided by ths GYIJ. General procedures for CGSpeiisatien of .
uhintaatipnal dcjaaga dive to defoliation have bean established by tho OVNj •
however, too often ths cocpenoaticn iu withhold or is inadequate,91 in '.
aomo instances the VC hava given assistance or have encouraged others to
do oo." Thoao affected cost serious!;* by defoliation taay move to refugse
centers if no other aasJuKtanae is available. • . . • ...

b. Psychological Inpact. • . . : '•,';/
* « i

(1) Th» nature and sisnificanea of tho iapact of
defoliation of VC havens on th> s;ntincnt of affected civilians is '
•ubfitantially oiUlar to that produced by crop destruction*operations. :
Baoically the eano influencing factors are present in both, the severity
and apparent intentional nature of tha destruction and the eubstanllax VC (
control or influence over the injured per&ons. ' ' ' • ' . - .

(2) Soveral differorA factoro influence publio reaction
to destruction caused by dofcliation of lines of co*rjininioatiort snd around
friondl̂ ' installations -and by the unir.tsntior.al drift of tho opr&y from
any typo of hcrbicido opcraticna, f}jra$t tha people affected aro . ,
not necessarily under VC control o.* influenso. Absence of' effective VC
control r.ot only influenooa thsir raasticn, it alsa causoo, or should ••
cause, greater Allied conoom over tha possibility of advorsa reaction. •
Second, and probably jaoro ijnpwtant, CW, coapansation, or ths lack of it,
greatly iivfluences public reaction. Although thars is no uniforailty, tho
•najority of tho affected porsi..» apparsiitly understand th* purpo33t of tho
opsratlona and rcAliso that ha d-.̂ trjaxion of thair crops vaa unlijtentional.
While thsro still is rasulting ras-intusniv toward thu G'ftl and US and sons
support for th* VCj93 thora is a tcn-rtoni/ to grucigiricly attribute tho
loss to tho uiafcrtunes of »;ar.94 Icasdiataly after defoliation operations
the VC are noticeably activa in thsir aTitenpts to stir up public wsaentmont
•and gain thn support of those vho sr-a uncc;r.iitted or nildly loyal to the
CVN. Public der/,oastrations in'irn&nd of compensation are prevalent.95
Vhile thesa demonstrations are ceido.a spontaneous, they do reflect public
resentment. A. probably accurate analysis MAO oade by a VC ratunisô .vho
atatcdj •
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"I don't think fclio psoplo v.-oult". cvor stage a denon-
etration on thsir ovm. They JiacJ to b« urged and . •
organized toy tho cadwos. But in order to got th<<
. people to toko pr.rt in a dcnwistration, there had ' ' • . - . .
.to bo a good reason. In this case, tha psoplo • .• • .'_.
wore full of rcseni&ant wid hatrM. So, although :> ";

' . it wao organized by tho ctdrss, tho nain reason ••' •"
etui wao tho rosontetfnt of tha psoplo. "96 , ; •

. • . « „ • . ••• • ' . • ' •
. (3) *'Whon oo;r.o coiwonsstlon is granted by tho GVW,

resentment 16 generally eliKina'ied,'? In jscit instances, however, compensation
procodurco hnvo proven inadec.uAto ar.d GV<v influonco has boon unnooeosai'JJy

in. cp:;cjjjsio!!s. ' • . • . . ; '
• ' ' * ' ' .

A, Present̂  the ftdvantageo accruijis to tho Allies from tho crop
deatructlon and defoliation jvô ao cubstantially outwulghl tho disadvantage!)*
Horaovcr, this favorablo balanca ehovld continuo oven vdth a considerable
acceleration of thoco programs, fit least if »crtain considerations aro '

B. A acre extan&lvo defoliation program should produce no significant .
«dvoreo effects if tho coja?o.>watioa prograa i« improved. It must glvo fair
roinburecr.ont for (teî a to civilian crops, whilo Insuring that no sizoablo
portion of tha coapsnoition rcitthoa tho VC. Past psywar efforts apparently
havo contribute;} to n basic iinUcr̂ -andir̂  of tho purpooo of defoliation,
but thoso efforts ehould bo accelerated alcitg vith tho defoliation progran, 'f

'C» Of tha two aspects of th3 herbicido program, crop destruction ' '•.
appears to havo tho gveatar potential, but acceleration' of that program
will probably cre&to ̂ roator, though not insurmountable, problcrrj, Past
crop destruction operations hava boon conducted on a.somewhat limited scale
in relation to th.« rraoarcea available to tha VC. V.Mlo tho a 3 oparationa
have effectively caused logistical difficulties, diversions of nunpovor,
«ad.&t leaat temporary feed chorte.gss ia some areas, a more extensive program
ahould produce far raora iaipreotiivo results. If the program is accelerated.,

• however, greater efforts vd.ll be required to irlniinis"* ths potential for.
increased advsraa effects. First, greater efforts may be required to protect '
food production areas not under VC control, cincs tha threat to those areas
will incrcaso as VC resources diminish. Second, tho anticipated increased
Jflow of refu^ceB from targot areas will probably require expansion of tho
refuges program. Third, greater efforts should bo rcada to insure that
civilians in ths target areas understand tho purport* of'tho crop destruction
program and ars aware of tho rofugso prograsis. Fimlly, tha poscibility of
increased effectiveness of VC propaganda, particularly in the international
arejw, oho-ald be anticipated. Policy should bo 'defined and disseminated
00 that neuo rolcasss and responses to foreign inquires accurately portray
the naturo and ccopo of operations and aro noithor contradictory nor defensive
in tons. . • ' . • . /
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. • . ' • FOOTHOTES . . '. .'•'.*

."!• KACCOC 13. This figure is derived by using tho rough foruolaj
Number of hectares sprayed X 9 *• number of people who could be fed
for a year. The formula is based on the assumptions that ons hectare •

. • will yield three tons of food and that, bated on an average Vietnauoso
• diet of less than tvo pounds of food per man per day, one ton of food
will feed threo men for one year. Tho assumption of a thrco ton yield

' • • per hectare is very, imprecise. The actual yields of tho eprayed areas
\ vary duo to differenced in location $nd types of crops. No accurate

breakdown is available on the amount or typos of crops in each target
area. Since most of tho destroyed crops wero manioc and &weot potatoes,

.- whose yield is normally much hichcr than throo tons por hoctsro, ths .
formula should bo conservative enough to compensate for a Iocs than
100 per cent destruction of(crops in tho target aroao. Finally, it • '

.,./ should ba noted that tho forrcula only takes into account tho quantity
•.' .of food consumed, not tho types of feed. Thus, the figu?o of 245,000 .

can be considered only as a very rough approximation, but it doso
. ••' give some pcrcr-octivo to the diccusoion. .'•... • * ••;.•.' :

t • » " ' . * i i

'' 2. Por a discussion of tho various forms of VC taxes and quaei-taxes,
• •'; '. «ee R&A/CICV Study ̂ 63~66 WVC Taxation". •

3. Band Xntervlewa H-l, Q 15 ̂ nd H-2, Q 22. • . '••'•

4* In one instance VC supply psroou'uo wore able to purchasa only two
4 to four tons of a desired tv/anty tons of rico because tho people

. • . • were afraid that chemicals would bo oprayoi and, consequently, thoy
'.'; • . would be short of rico. VC Dojumont, USKA.CV DJJfl log No 11-1204-65.

. 5» See Section H,B,2,b — "Civilian Dislosation". * ' ,,•..

6. Rand Zntervievr H-S, Q 12. This coii'slualon is supported also by tho
• .. fact that tho VC normally atteapt to prevent the flow of refugees,
, .• See Section U,B,2,b below.

.7* Annual production of rico, corn, sweet potatoes, vegetables, and
. ; ' fruit ia believed to be roughly oix million tons, USAID, "Vietnam

Agriculture,11 Fob 66. An ostlsiatcd eighty thousand tons of crops woro
destroyed In 1965. See footnoto 1, above, and Appendix "A",

* ' 6. Seven VC defectors who wero literal}/ starving attested to the
effectiveness of crop destruction operations in southara War Zone
D in late .\96i. They told GVW officials that only Main Force units •.
•in that area wero receiving even barely adequate rations.t Kcaoraadua,
Mr. Karsh to Kr. t̂ iifull, Subjocti Provincial Uotoa —> Pnuoo Thanh.
13 Jan 65. . . .
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9, Responooo to SICR U-UPE-U0037, Oct 64} Report, Adv Team Phuoo Binh
Thanh Spocial Zona to Sr /.dv ITI C7Z, Subjects Evaluation of Crop
Destruction Operations, IV Hay 65. , .

10. Spocial Information Report, IVCC No 047UB, USMACV DEC Log Ko 1-78-65.

11* For example, tha VC irado ouch a major effort from Oct o4 to Jan 65 in
Binh ThU£>n Province* after t, crop destruction operation. Information
Report #1120/64} 25 Oct 64 J Ropwt, Adv Tean Binh Thuan Sector to Sr
Adv II CTi!, Subject* Crop Destruction 211, 12 Kay 65. Moreover, tho
eevority of tho focd ehortajjos rasultina froai crop destruction opora-
tiono in Phuoc Thanh and Phuoo Lon- Provinces was indicated by subse-
quent VC effort* to obtain food during tactical operations, euch aa at
80113 Be on 11 l£y 65. Report, III CTZ Adv 0? to CCOJSIttCV, Attn: J3
Chemical, SuVjsctt Evaluation of crop Destruction Opcratiorta, 28 Kay-6f».

' 12. Meooaga, 2204002 llay 65, Sr Adv II C7Z to COZ-2JS1-JACV.

13* Kcaorandua, Pliilip C. tiabib to Anbaoaador Porter, Subject; Information
from Debrief ing of Sgts S&ith and I-̂ Clure, 14 Doo 65* '

. 14. USJftCV DEC Los Ko 03-ll'6-66.

15. WSIftCV DEC Log Ko Il-n55^5.' ' " , ' " . . - ' •

16. USHACV DEC Los Ko >142S-66; US>a.CV DEC Log Ko 02-1421-66. . V

.17. USJftCV DEC Los No 03XL59o-66. . • ' ' . '.'
' ' '• ' • • » ' -

18. USKACV DSC Los Ko 02-1266-66. .' :

19* As ot mid-J-iirch 1966, C-123 aircraft on herbicUo ndssiona had .
•uffercl 904 hits frora ĵ rcituidfiro bines the beginning of oparationo,

• with 105 of tho hits' occurring in 196>>. However, nono of tho aircraft
conducting spraying had b;on downed. >iAQCOC 13; information reported •

.. in Enbtol 3435. 21 liar 66. ' - . • . -

20* Memorandum, Philip C. Habib to Ambassador Portor, dibj&ott Information
?.• from Dsb̂ riofins of Sgts Saith ani KcCluro, 14 Dae 65} Rand Intcrviov;a
H-16, Q'12} AC-2B9, Q 283. See also, Eand Interview AG-327, Q 186.

I •

21. .Band Interviews AG-345, Q 268; H-10, Q 57} H-16, Q 17} H-21, Q 29.
' ' ' •

22. Kinuton of llsatins of CA-3 (VC coaraitteos). 25-26 Apr 65, USXACV DEC
Ko 11-1155-65.

23. • Interrogation Report, ISC #0326, USX,VCV DEC Log Ko 12-0037-65.

24. R&nd Interviews H-21, Q 27 j K-24, Q 44. •'



_
25, Memorandum, Kr. Ihreh to Mr, Kanfull, Subject: Provincial Notes •—

. Fhuoo Thanh, 13 Jan 65. • •'

26, VC Food Ration Directive, 4 Jun 65, USMACY DEC Loa No 02-1421-66}
Memorandum, Philip C. Kabib to Ambassador Porter, Subject: Information
on Debriefing of Ŝ ts Saith and KcClure, 14 Doc 65, • Soo also, USMA.CV •

• ' DEC lofi Ko 3-lA26-oi. , . / . . . - . •

27. Soo Rand Interview AG-274, Q 22; U8KACV DEC Loc No 12-1095-65. In ono
Area, all VC activitiso had to bo suspended to organize people for

: transportation of rico. USMCV DSC »X*a I!o 11-1284-65. The enormity
of tho task io evident vhcn it is realized that the normal load lor
a VC porter is only 20 to 25 kiloa, or about 45 to 55 ptmndo. Ecr>. , .
Rand Interview K-19, Q 13 S Spscial Information Report, IVCC Control
Ko 0471B, USiaCV DEC Los Wo 1-78-65. • . .

• • 28. A VC Military Region V Roar Sorvico directive concerning quarternaoter
taoko for 1966 stated that tha insreaoins th'ppo of tho var and the
chemical destruction of crops required flexible plans for procurement

'; ' ' and etoraso capable of supporting tactical plana. Tho directive aloo • • '
pointed out oerioua transportation problems, USMACV DEC Leg Ko OV-1212-66,

... 29. Hand Inttrview H-18, Q 18. : ' • • . / , •'>.'.

30. See references cited in footnote 11. Crop destruction apparently had
contributed to expected future VC efforto to obtain food by launching i
military oparatlona. 'Seo, for oxanplo. III Corpa Pcrintrep'Ko 12,
20001 - 262400 Kar 66, and COWSJ-acV l&usago 04a'+27Z Apr 66, Subject i
Control of Rico and Salt (S), . • ' ''::'.'•

. 31. Report, III CTZ Adv Toaa to COl-USKACV, Attnt J3 Chemical, Subject*
. Evaluation of Crop Destruction Operations, 28 Hay 65*

32. Into/rogation Roporto, MIC //0377, USIiACV DEC log Mo 12-0075-65 'and MIC
#0747, US1SACV DEC Log Ko 12-0063-6?) Rand Interview K-10, Q 19.

33. USKACV DEC log No 02-1421-66, •' .' ' . \ < ,;

34. Rand Interview H-19, « 30. • ' . . _.»
• * .
35. Report, Adv Team Binh Dinh Secto? to Sr Adv 22d Inf Div, Subject: •

. . . Crop Destruction 2R, 14 toy 65 { Report, III CTZ Adv Gp to COMJSJttCV, •
• • Attn: J3 Chemical, Subject: Evaluation of Crop Destruction Operations,

28 Kay 65 j Rand Interview H-10, Qs 60-61. > • •

36. E.g;-, Rand Interview AC-289, Q 370. '

37. Rand Interview H-16, Q 21. ' • '
16
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38. Rand Interviews H-7.9, Q A6» AO-Ovf, Q*25Vj AG-l'/6, Q. 102.

39* Sso Appendix "B".

40. Hand Interviews AC-21/t, Q 97; «C-63, Q 105.

41* Hand Intervicv/a AG--345, Q 2JA; AC-327, Q ISlj AC-2B9, Q 363.

42. Hand Intcrviewo AG-2C9, Q 36?; H-7, Q 23. '

43. Rand Interview AG-211, Q 97. Subject said t!ie VC wero not afraid of
ihcirdcftlo bacauso they lud davicei rcathwis to counter them,

44. Rand Interview H-7, Q 23.

45. Hand Interviews K-10, Qa 55, 73; B-OLl, Q 59.

46. Soe Section U. B,2,b — "Civilian W iloontion".

47. Hand Intorvitwo AC~215, Q 79 « JW.9, Qs AfvSO; H-21, Q 36. Sco also,
Report, 111 CTZ Adv Op to CCi'J.'X'.'iCV, Attnn J3 Chwdcal Officer, Subjecti
Crop Instruction 0(v!TAtiona, ))ir«h Tliufta Provlnao, 9 Sep 64. A fonac?
VC villAjjo fiusrrilli in CitJj Uirjh IVovintio reported that after a crop
destruction operation "noofc oC thi vi31o/;«ro lived in distreoa and cor.3
«vcn dia:l of ttarvnticn txd varA." Jiand Interview Ji-16, Q 23, As ia tho
caoo in sono VC uui'v^, tho cioiio.TiJ.c iJ.^ptict on civiliana is cxajtcorated
in ooms cases by i.-.ioco-.ici-pi.ici'.s ccjicc,v«ir.K tha tiflibility of food
•prayed l>y liorbisidos, B.g., )to.rxl InterriLovr H-17, Q 23.

48. At least in theory, flr-irc roduot}<Ki in VC ttocso is <?rf.nted in caeeo of
crop danago. l?6ii Tiix Colloction Flctport- (COGVIJ), US-',\CV DEC Log Uo
O/i-1183-66. Ste also, Itond Intorviotr AO-2S9, Qs 375-76.

49. Rand Interview AC-86, Q 97.

50. Some of the people in the tnrfi«t erttf.e/, though civiliana, undoubtedly
are active VC cupportera aid cuaaenoatibn to theco people wo<Jtld bo
difficult to Justify. Others my bo risutril or ovon oppose the VC,
Vut a portion of thair crop goes to tha VC and apparently causes the
entire crop to be considoi'td a l*gitn«to target of war. Moreover, if
compensation were granted t<> a person still in a VC-controlled area,
at least a portion of: tho aua uiyloubtesSly would go to the VC,
Compensation safely could \>t p^^d, ho-;uvcr, to refugees as an added
inducement to leavo VC-contryUad areas, (

51* One subject burst cut laughing v},en aak^d if the VC helped the victias
of crop destruction — then replied that the VC did not have enough to
feed thsKaelves, let. alono give to otlwrs. Rand Interview H-10, Q 71.
See also, Rand Interview AC-2G?, Q 374, Even the loyal Itontafinards who



•;:•:. , wore severely hurt by crop destruction operations in Thua Thien Province , •
received no jmaietanco froa tho VC. Rar4 Interviews H-l, 2, 3, and 4.

52. Rand Interview H-17, Q 38. Zvcn this liwlted assistance probably will
• dojiond en ths oorioasncoo of tho VC food »oed». When crops are destroyed

in areas whera food i« uore abundant, usually in defoliation operations,
the VC sorr-atiiacs render greater.assistance. See Section II,C,3,a,below.

. 53. Koseago ie07/»Ji Ssp f.'v, Sr Adv Binh lam Special Zono'to Sr Adv II CTZj
Report, Adv Team Binh Ttaun Sector to Sr Adv II CTZ, Subject: Crop
Destruction 2H, 12 Kay 65. . • } • ' .:''. ."

5A. Report, 311 CTZ Adv G;i to COtfJStf.CV, Attnj J3 Chemical, Subjects ' ' .
Evaluation of Crop DootruetlKi (̂ orations, 20 toy 65. Moreover,
captured VC documents attribute a substantial flew of refugees in ,

'.. ' Tay Ittnh Provinca to crop destruction operations in 19&5. ... ,' •.'•
. • '.. USMACV DEC Los Jb Q3~H66-i6, Aloo, a defoliation-crop destruction

.' . operation along tho Vni Co Rive;* roportoSly caused 40 per cent of
'. tho people in one village to save to GVM-controllcd aroat. Rani . .

Interview H-18, Q 15. • • . ̂ • .. • /

55. Rand Intorvierf H-7, Q 13. ' _•.':.. • •;*'•'• :''(-'. '\ ; -:

56. Rand Intond«;/o AG-2e9, Q 371j 11-17, Q 33.

57. Report, Adv Teaa Bish Dinh Sootw to Sr Adv 22d Inf Div, Subject r
Results ,of Kerbicids Opsrations, 23 Apr 65. A particulai-ly otronj;

•' effort apparently */a» a-.i9 to stc:a tho flow of râ igaoa after crop
. destruction operations in parts of R'.nh Diiili Provir.30, Moooage
• 220400Z Jiiy 65, S- Adv U CTZ to CCvEJSJttCVi Report, II CTZ Aiv Gp to
•. COMJS2-WCV, Atiat J3 Choidsal Opwatior.3, Subjoctr Evaluation of 2H •
HLooionD, 25 J>sy 65, llsvortholeaa, 360 refugees reportedly escaped
from fwr target areas. Report, Adv Te&m Binh Dinh Sector to Sr Adv
22d Inf Div, 14 May 65.

' t :'

.58. Rand,Interview H»10, Q 15, .Thio source gavo tha following.. . , .
account concerning rcfugjoa frcra a defoliation operation in long An
and Kau Jyii-i Provinces that caused au'oatantial crop destruction:
"After tho oprayins about forty porcent of the paoplo moved to tha

• GVN-controllcd areas .... »oit of th'ja belonged to the higher clioees
in tho village, that ia, rich or riddlo class farmers. At .first
they left their growr.-up sons bshir4 in tho village but vhsn thoy found
that tho GYM didn't draft refussus, they sent for their eons to coao
out. A small vam'osr of thca bolonsitd to tho very poor fanners1 class.
Thoy left tha village after the richer classesj and thoy left only after
being assured that tha G'/N had aaaipted thews who went before then.
About thirty percent of t he psople movad deope? into the liberated

•' • . areas. ... Tho rciiuinir'g t<<iri>y percent stayed on in the village.
They just waited until tho tics cano to replant their fields. Those

\ ia .



who remained behind or vAo moved to the liberated areao were all poor
or vory poor fanners. Tha Front always praised them RO the basic t
classes of tho Revolution, That's why they wore mora influenced by <
the Front than the middle clacs and rich faraera over were," .'

, c* • •

59. 'Band Interviews H-l, 2, 3, oM A. • . ' ' • ' , ' . '

' 60. Band Interview H-21, Q 37. ' ' •'• '.• -.

61. Band Interview G-24, Q 59. • ' ! • ' ' • .

62. . Band Interview G-3, Q 71} H-23, Qa 40-41. ' •

63. "Tho people said tho Americans wore responsible because they thexsolvco
• did the spraying .... They aluo said that the Nationalists probably

. ' , '. weren't as cruol as the Americana} ths t'ationaliots wouldn't want to
kill all tho Vietnamese, Only ths Americans wanted to starve tho Viet-
namese because they wove tha invaders," Rand Intarvicw H-21, Q 24. See
also, Rand Interview H»19, Qa 38, 52, Cstthe othar hand, liontagnards

' .' in tho norihom provincsa tend to direct thsir hatred toward the CVtI'and
"Mr Diea" rath or than th» Anytidcans. Rend Interviews K-l, Q 16} 11-2,

' Q23} H-4, Q20. , ...

. . 64. 'Rand Interview H-10, Q 74. Ths oourcs continued! **In my opinion, to
get tho aaxitoa result out of tho sprayings, tho GVM nhould warn tha
people beforehand and explain to them why, call on them to ir.ovo to •,
tho G'/ll-controlled area, and taoura thua tljat they'll have plenty of

. jobs in tho'GVf) are&3. l/hin ths psoplo undtrotand the puxpooo of crop
destruction, and if thay know that thoir living is asoured in the

*"" . GVN-cOiitroUcl arona, they won't be resentful towards tho GVJr. Thv>,
the chemicals would bccoas a perfect weapon." i

6$. 'Rand Interview AG-252, Q 268. Sea also, Rand Interviews G-7, Q 113}
AG-345, Q 260. . . . , .

• ' 66. Rand Interviews AG-345, Q 272} H-l, Qs 17-13} PX2, Q 25} H-19, Q 38. '

'••" -67. Band Interviews G-24, Q 59* H-10, 74. ' • '•'.]

*68. Band Interview AG-397, Q 154. . '•' '•'.'.' .
•. . * '

69* Rand Interview H-16, Q 22. Sse &,'j>o, Rrnd Interviews H-17, Q 31} AC-2C9,
Q» 366-67. ' • '

' 70, "They blamed the VC most bseauae -they S.ad lived with th» GVH-befora
and knew hovr peaceful it u^cd to be. V/hen they found out that tho VC
lied, they bccam rospntful." Rand Intorview H-12, Q 55. See also,
hand Interview AG-345, Q 2?2. ' . ; .

V, 19 . :
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71. Keosags 220\COZ Kay 65, Sr Adv II CTZ to CCCfoSKACV. . '•''''.

72. Inforraticn Ilepprt #2476/66, 30 Apr 66. ' . '•. ' ..;•

73. Roport, III CTZ Adv Gp to COHUSJtfCV, ATTO: J3 Chemical Officer, Subjoctf '•
Crop Destruction Operations, Binh Thuaa Province, 9 Sop 64,

7A. VC Directive, USMVCV DEC Log Ko 02-1110-66. . ' ';

75. Order 0102-TL, dated 23 JIov 65, ir.cued by Hi en Hoa Province Military
Affaire Coir.rltteo (VC), USXJ.CV DSC Log Ko 02-1167-66$ Information Roport

• #1813/66, 30 tor 66. " . '••.'•••.•.;

76. Interrogation Roport, MIC #0924?, USMACV DEC Lo« No' 2-0028-66.
' • *

•77. In ono caao no subsequent ambushes or incidents voi-e reported along
the defoliated portion of the highway. In another caeo, there wore
11 incidents in the {, month period prior to defoliation and only .3

• incidents in the subooquont 6 eonth period. In the third caao,
* incident's v/ore roducod froa 6 in k ninths to 2 in 6 oontho.' WCCOC
• * 13 Informal Evaluation of Harbicido Frograa. ,•.: :

7«. .VC Homorandura, USIWCV DEC Log Ko 02-U72-66. - ' . • .' . > .

79. Rand Interview AG-205, Qs 97, 99b, 99k. ' ' ' . ; ., . .
" ••' "v

80. Rand Interview 0-3, Q 69. .'.''"' ".'•••:;.•

•81. Rand Interview DT-l6(l), Q 13j AG-297i Q 156. • ' • ''...; '•

62. Rand Interview AG-297, Q156. ,. . ', • . '. • .,:;.,

83. Rand Interview IM>, Q 12. . , .

•84. Rand Intorviw AG-241, Q 73. • • ' . ' ' '.
* • *

.•65, Inforcation Report /'.M99/65J Rand Interviews AC-325, Q 124, find AG-289,
Q 281} 1ACCOC 13 Znfornal Evaluation of Kcrbicido Operations. ...

•86. VC MuuoracduEO, USKACV DEC Log Ko 02-1172-66. .' •'•'.,.'•'.'•

87. Eand Intor/iew AG-325, C 124. . '•''."

88. Rand Interview H-l, Q 7» H-A, Q 12.

•89. for exareplo, 52 VC reportedly were killed or captured while flrcing a
defoliated area in Co Cong Province. KACCOC 13 Informal Evaluation
of Kerbicido Operations.

*^ .%>. • . ..
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90. Rand Interview IWty, Q

91* Provincial Report, Bivid F. Ltuabcrtcon to Mr. Habib, "Security and
Revolutionary Dsvclopment in Kica Hoa," 15 Har 66} JUSPAO Field

• . Roprcscntntivo Raport for Go Cong and Kicn Koa Prjvincoo, 15 Doo 65 -.
• • 20 Jan 66. . • . . .

. 92, In one instance tho VC collected money fron troops and pooplo in other
••' areas to give to tha peoplo whoso crops had been destroyed. Rani

Interview 11-11, Q 57. ,

. 93t For example, ono Kain Forco platoon leader reported that cons of the
men in his unit eaid they joined the VC bncauoo their farilioo" crops

, had been deotroycd by defoliation and that othsr people in tho arpa . '
, had booona more friendly with tho VC after tho oprayins. Rand

...*. Interview H-10, Q67. * ' • •'. . • '. <• .... •';,;•••••

94. Rand Intorvieira AG~130, Q 150; AGS205, Q 93. • " ' • . - . %'.;

. 95» Provincial Report, David F. Larabortson to Kr Habib, "Security and
Revolutionary Oovelopnsnt in Kien B>a," 15 1-farch 66} JUSPAO Field
Representative Report for Go Cone *nd K.'.cn Hoa Provinsoo, 15 Doo 65 -
20 Jan 66} Hand Intor/iow AG-196, Q 165} SIC Report No 42/65|

/Information Report //2J9/65, . .'•'.:.
1 96« Rand Interview H-ll, Q 56, , • , . '•''••.''' '

, 97» Rand Interview H-6, Q 23, • • i.. . .' ' .

' 98* Roopanoibllity for ci'.llian claina of daiaaso fron defoliation opsrationo
IB boin̂  tranoforrcd from civilian channolo to WILCAP (ia.litr.ry Civic
Action Procran - RV?UP)« Perhaps tho much needed ioprovoaient vdll

.'••.. folio;/ thin transfer. . • , . .

•..*•
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V" 'freK3. *ANNEX At STATISTICS_ON tffinUICIDK

1, As of 12 March 1966, total crop area destroyed by horbicido's
since tha inception of tho program was 39,794 hectares, or olightly woro
than 93,000 awes using a conversion factor of 2.47 acres per hectare, • "
Total by years! . . ; . • ; . .. . •'..••'«.•

1962-63 379hoetares '. •'''.'.•''••%-''•;•''

•';,.'' •'. '' 1964 ...... ...«. 51,690 hectoreo ''. ;'.••..••

'•'.'. •''-'.'1965. 27,300 hootarce ,..;:','.

' . 1966 (thru 12 Kar}...... 6,425 hectares • . '•..'.•;.*

2,' 'As of 28 February 1966", about 128,070 hectares, slightly less
' *-K»n 316,000 acres, had been defoliated Ly C-123 aircraft since tho inception
of the program. No figures ore available for email scale defoliation
conducted by helicopters or ground spray. Totals by year: . : • / • . > • •

•-."'••'•!' 1962' i 2,000 hectares . . . . ' ; ' • ;

,.."'. _ . 1963 ' ••••••••••• 8,730 heatarco . . , '. •.'_'; •';,

. ' ' . ' . . ' • ' . ' 1964 ..' 25,700 hootarcci • "• '-- ' i!; ' ' .- '•;
' t-.;',;', •. . i • ' • • • ; ••:: t ..>: ': '••

.'•'•' 1965 64,9̂) heitarofl • . '..;;:'..,.

1966 (thru 28 Fob) 26,740 hectare a '•'.:•.•..-

3. Saturation dafoliation of VC havens in 196$ und 1966 accounts
for eon* of the increaaeover •precodinc ycara. Anothor factor accounting
for part of tha incronso is that einco August 196$, on request of US and
RVNAF field coranindora, the cv/ath sprayed on each sida of linoo of
eonimunication hao boon increased from 1CO-200 motors to 500 natcre — 1000
me.ters in tho c&oo of tho Saigon River ship channel. . ,

4* Since crop destruction and defoliation operations have been conducted.
in some target areas noro than oner, the above figures do not reflect the
total land area that has been sprayed. ' . '•

Source of Information: K&CCOC13



<* *

,

B( fljTO-HEKBICIDS KtOPAGAKPA. . . ;

' " ^^
• 0( • •

1. Both Internationally and within Vietnam, herbicide optratioss are
'',.•'. • the eubjsct of a srijcr e;uwy prcpagasda cK&paiea, clnractorizcd by exaggaratioa

' . of tho extent of tho operations and distortion of th:ir effects. Ths propaganda
• • Bakes littlo or no distinction between erop dcotru:tion and1 defoliation

• , • aspects of t,' \srbicdft* proayaa, and a tingle propaganda jnsssagu often
.'. ' •.• denounces bo, ^ einplsyr.snt. of herbicides and tear gas. Some propaganda
, '• diotittguishaa ~'o chsuicala by using tha torsaa''"ttflSEtf "tfheaicelo" for
' : . herbicides an. "t ei gas" for tear gas,' but thio terminology is not eoaotast,

-. v . ' . 2, The nora sophisticated propaganda originating in Hanoi soaks to
' ' , . influence vorid opiv.'/r:t w;d, along with liberation Radio broadcasts,-eats

.'••'.-, : the pattern for localized propsgasda'efforts. In rcconi nontha tho use
•''• of horbicidos has bcon tho svsbjist of iniroaoing protests, directed largely

. ' ' .'-at the c;a;sloyraont of harbicidoa on a larger scale tut cnpioying the satas
, woll-rfuscd thcjMrs, Acousing ths "US Imperialists" of cor̂ duoting an "extor-

..'••• mination-war paJlcy" or a1 policy of "kill all, burn all, destroy all," thoss
.' ; • eourcco maintain that 320,OCO hoctareo of crops ware dtistroyo4 in 1963,

. • 500,000 hectareo in 1?64, and 700,000 hoctarea ia 19̂5.*• , . , .

• . . 3« Charging that tho "US aggressors havo lost all human character"
. ', .... and "are behaving like a pack1 of dorangod dope" or "liko a pack of'blood-

.... thirsty dovils v/ho outcto even tho Kitl-srito fascifits in ferocity''̂ , tho
:. propagandists gonsrally dwell on tho alleged advcres offoots of herbicide*

' .' • ' oa hunars3 and anixala. AccorJiî j to Conwoniet courccsi . ., ,

. (' "In ths past few years, thousands-of persons were killed and
' , • ' hundreds of thousands of othera &Sfooted by US toxic chemicals.

'• , . . ". Recent prolir-ilnary investigaticnj by tho KFLSV Kodical CoMnittoo
. ' • ' . - . - • ' . *nd tho liberation Hod Crota shov.-3a tJwt in BOSS localitieo

; . '.'•.'• the titunber of psrsorj killed by US chemical poisons had in- • •
'-,'..,; . • ' • creased 30 percent. RUty-aix psrccnt of tho local population

' • • • ' . • ' got initestinal dioeanos by eating poisoned f ocd, and ?5 percent
• • • ' - ' . • ' of thoai becana conatanptivo, tore b̂ rb&rov.a otill, OS pooioa

eubot001003 havo Idllcl fctuuos and seriously affected milk
-- : . • . • secretion of nany mothers and rendered them unable to feed
;' ;.' '. thwir babioo. . . Moreover from 50 to 60 percent of ths '*
' '. draught anijnala lost their vigor and stopped breeding, while

; ;. . . ' ' the poultry wore cospletely killedn,3 '

• ' '• ' A* .tt>e effcctivensss of their clainis of injury to htnan» is'height-
1 :.' • ened by the mixing of fait and fiction and by vivid, detailed descriptions,
j j, ; . • After a recent areai defoliation opsration in Kien Hca, one report stated t

Idberation Radio. in Victnajnsa^ to South 'Vi?tnaia, IA tor 66, F3ISf Daily"
Scparti Far East to 56, 23 tor 66, Hanoi VNA International Sonrico in

1 : i



"A" /• ••» • fi • '

"So far, nearly 500,003 pooplo, tho bulk of the provinceJo •
' population, have been affected tu>ro or loon seriously. Zt6,OCO

of them, mostly voaon, children, and old fblha, aro in &
•• grave otato, getting itch all over their bodies, nausea'and

ewollings. Tho body of Mso Khai of Hoa Than Hamlet Two,
• Luong Hoa village, Giong Troa district,was swollen to the .' .•

.. ' point that the could hardly walk. Kr Tai's children, two boys ..' •'.
' end one girl, died after eating posioned fsruit. 1-Jrs J&ioi's

• 3-̂ oar-old boy, of Long $(v village, same district, who was
playing in hia mothsr'o arcs, suddenly diOd after violent
throes. . . .In addition, hundreds of people seriously affected

' ' -wore eont to hospitals. Tcodc chemicals exerted also a • . <
Managing effoct on domestic animals. Hundreds of head of

•• ' cattle wero killed by eating poisoned grass. Thousands
of others waro affected. Tens of thousands of- poultry,
piga and dogs died also."̂  .'• . • .; V

• • ' ' " - . . • " '
5. In Addition to the general purposes of this propaganda, it has. .
used recently in noro cpocifio attcnpta to belittle tho US "peaco

'dffonBivo" arJ tho Honolulu Confercnso declarations conoenving efforts to
•'itnprovo tho lot of tho Vietnanoso people. . -•

6. VO propagandists in South Viotnsn folloi/ tho guidelines cot forth
by Hanoi oxd Liberation Kadio, although local conditions oomatimos invitio

Te** requira some v̂ i-iations of thonas. Tho psoplfl ftrc'gerarally told that
• the US and CTO aro lodins tho v;ar, ard in desperation, ara trying to
destroy the economy of tho pooplo, all cf vhoa support the VC, Koreovor,
herbicido operations are o"ften deocribcd as part of tha Aroarioan effort

f io dootroy o? iapovorioh tho peoplo so they can tako over tho country, or
as an attempt to impoverish tho psoplo and fo?co then into GVJI-controllccl
areas whoro vhay can ba rigorously controlled, taxed, and exploited by
tho GVH. ' In tho central highlands, tha program is somsMnos described e.a
being diroeto^ particularly at tho Kantagnards.

fenglioh, 23 )-Iar~66 (quotina editorial oi* Hanoi Daily newapaper NH&N DAM), '
FBIS, Daily Reportj Far East No. 56, 23 tor 66. In an earlier article,
KHAN DAK cited "incomplete reports" that 370,000 hectares of land had
boon devastated in 1965 (FBIS, Paily.̂ Ryport.: For Ea.st Mo. 52, 17 tor 66),
but later accepted tho subsequent VC totals broadcast over Liberation

' Radio. Reference to Annex A vi.M chow that thess figures exceed the
total for both crop destruction and defoliation operations.

, ' • » • ' . .

•2. :Hanoi VKA International Sorsrico in Englieh, 25 Fob 66 (quoting a
NHAM DAN Editorial), FBIS, Daily Kaport; Far Eaat Ko. 38, 25 Feb 66.

3» Hanoi VJJA International Sor-dxjo in Englioh, 16 Kir 66 (Statement of
BFLSV Central Conndtteo), F3IS, iteily.Report; Far East Ko 52, 1? Kar 66}

•.Liberation Radio in Viotnaasso to"South Vietnam, 14 >̂ r 66, FBIS, Pails;
• Jteport? Far..East Ko 56, 23 tor 66.
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•" '" • 7» ' Distortion of tho effccto of hDrbicides on humans and animals ia ' v. •
'_'. ' •, , found in local propaganda, although thero is leso uniformity on this point
'' •.• . than in propaganda fron Hanoi and liberation ftadio. Among pooplo vho havo , ••»:'
':;..- ',- ' not experienced herbicide operations, Corsaunist propagandists usually claim
•:\^'' ,,' ' that the chemicals causo illness or death, especially among children and '• '•'.'•••.•

;;*?•• . .̂ ô er poople. Herbicides have all«ijedly cauticd, among other inaladios, malaria,'
'̂'..; ' • cholera, blindness, skin rashes, swelling of tho body, and the voM.1.tirig)*>.'ilf'i*.'«̂ .,'J-

of blood. Apparently as a part of their propaganda efforts, tho VC often . . ~ .
;-;inatruct tho poople in means to protect themselves from chejnical spraying ' ." \•',' . '
'•nd in methods of treatment should they bo .exposed to tha-spray v'- Apparently,.."._;,/;

;.'.: . • as an attempt to convince paoplo that the chemicals used in herbicide .
''.--' • operations era toxic, tho VC in sono areas reportedly are establishing "': .
..- •'•• .. special civilian nodical oectiono vhoro people will bo ehov,-n hou to protoot
''••' thomsolvea froa "poisonous chcnicals" and whoro those so affected can bo ' ,'•
.:..;.. . treated. In SOILS cases, hov»evor, the people are merely told that herbicidoa . ...
•'"•, \.. > ar»'oprayed to destroy crops and causo starvation. In either coso, tho , ".*••''.

• • ,• . V people ore normally told that sprayed food and water cannot bo consumed. ' ,'•„•'
,".' . •' •Vailanooo in the propaganda aro possibly accounted for by tho differing ' •.- .
-.•/.'•. ;•' degreeo of roceptivoneos of tha tudionceo, their knowledge).of. horbioidoa .,'.
':.'.' from other sources, or tha fact that SO.T.O of tha utterances of VC oadro _ •''*'
; '; .. »re not coordinated with propaganda personnel, :•' • ,;.''

,. , ' . • C. -In the target areas tho VC normally concentrate on distorting tha •,'
: : ! . , purpoto of horbicWo operations and on arousing public reflontroont toward
/•">.• V '.tho.CVH and Ampricono, In oono sprayed areao tho VC havo suffered embarraosrr.snJ
:' ; •' .• "when tho poople learnad that their propaganda v/as faloo, Tho olovernoco . •
•;;„; '-.and flexibility of tho VC propagandist is illustrated, however, in tho roport ..' :
•'.".•"•: . of pno such instancoi ,• ' • . • . . .-. .•'..'•> ';.•".-•:.-

", '•."' . .•'<**, •'"'.* ""The'Croup's eadro lost face because tho ' '• '••'•;';• '.,(_-'^.'';..•.;'
••,.; • •'','' •''. '• eheraicalo didn't turn out to ba as deadly as wo ' • • ...•'••: . •,';.>

told tho poople. So va sat down to etudy a
' • "" vay to protect tho prdstige of tho Front. Wo '••.'•
' , explained to tho pooplo that tho Aworicans used '

". J. • several kindo of chcaicals. Ono kind^oould both .'•
" .'• " Hll tho people and destroy the cropai Another , . ''",

'l«ao hirmful kind would destroy tho cropa only.' ' .. .
' • The Aaoricana were suffering heavy defeats. They .
....'.'' »prayed chomicalo to destroy the cropa in order to . '

pUBh pcoplo into tho Kew lifo Hanlets which woro .
' ; .' 'to eorvo ao their last resort. If thoro v/ora • .

negotiations, tho Anericans v/ould claim that .
they had for their support several important .
populated aveas. Thus they would havo an ad» .

" vantage at tho conference tablo, Tharofore,'
T - ' ------- ..................... ' - - ••' . 'l;- ..

*yj.oLtnain Courier. Spocial JBOUO, 31 Jan 66 (Statement of NFLSV Conadttco
of Ben Tre Province (VC). .. , '.. .

'
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• , ^̂ _ * " •

. thoy had only o prayed tho least harmful variety
. . ' ' and avoided Idllins tho paoplo bocauoo if they

Killed tha people, thoy wouldn't have anyor.a left ' ' • • .
to gather in 0:10 place to serve their purpose.... . • •• •'

'•'••. I found that our otratec/ pretty well took caro of . ; . ,"•
tho problems caused by tho earlier exaggerated '. : • ,•' ... •';•/?.',
jrropaganda. "5 ^ _ ,. > . . . . . '.'-•. '

9» Tho extent of property daungo io aleo of ton 'exaggerated by the
' VC. Unrelated crop failures in target areas Mid oven crop- failures in
other areas, nro sorcatinoo attributed to herbicides. Even darwigo to crops
caused by incocto has been bl&mcd on. herbicidoo, vith the 1VC' olaiains that
coroohow tho inoocto wore spa\/ned by chcwical Bpray.o Thoro also have

. boon reports that tho VC thiaaolvcs havo poisoned water sources and destroyed
troas and cordon crops in ordor to blzusa tho danago on defoliation. ' Public
demonstrations are a cor;rxin, end often effcotivo, tactic of tho VC for
inflaming public rcacntacnt of real or i&agined daraaso caused by herbicides — <
especially by defoliation operations. Tiv: people are often incited to protest
to tho district chief end demand compensation or cessation of herbicide'
operations. Thico dcronnti-ationn are soastimos dramatized by. the carrying •
of drjnacod plants or by th? including* in tho front ran!;o of •the protostoro,
persons aHô sdly physically injured by tho chcmijaln,8 ,.

'5Rand Interview H-1C, Qo 9-10 '
fe.g., JUS?AO Field Roprcscntativo Report for Co Coug and Xion Hoa Provinces,
15 Deo 65-20 Jan 66 ' • . . . • .
8.XIC Report J.'o M/te, 15 Kar 6?j Information Raport ̂ t<3f̂ 239̂ 5> 27 Jaa 65j
JUSPAO Held Hcprcccntntivo Report f cr Co Coaa and Kioa Hoa Provinces,
15 Deo 65 - 20 Jan 66, . '
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