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AGENT ORANGE

The Veterans Administration (VA) has been
directly involved in the conduct and monitor-
ing of a wide varisty of research and other ac-
tivities related to the many and complex
pieces of the Agent Orange puzzle. A number
of these major efforts are discussed on the
following pages. Additional information is

. -available from the Agent Orange Projects Of-

tice (10X2), Veterans Administration Central
Office, Washington, DC, and the environmen-
tal physician at the nearest VA Medical Center
or Outpatient Clinic.
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RESEARCH

Vietnam Veterans Mortality Study

This effort is designed to assess mortality pat-
terns among U.S. Army and Marine Corps
veterans who served during the Vietnam era. A
sample of 75,000 veteran deaths has been ran-
domly selected from VA files. For each of these
veterans, military service and cause of death in-
formation is being collected and coded. The
two types of data will be merged and analyzed
to compare the mortality experience of
veterans who served in Vietnam with veterans
who served elsewhere during the Vietnam era.
An important element of this study will ex-
amine and compare the prevalence of suicide
in the two groups.

Solt Tissue Sarcoma Study

The study Is a joint project of the VA and the
Armed Forces Institute of Pathology (AFIP) to
provide information concerning the possible
relationship between Agent Orange exposure
in Vietnam and the development of a relatively
rare form of cancer known as soft tissue sar-
coma (STS). The project is based on several
hundred cases of STS seen between 1975 and
1980 and entered into the AFIP's STS registry.
The records of each case will be reviewed to
determine If the individual served in the
military and if so, whether in Vietnam or not.
For those who served in Vietnam, an assess-
ment will be made as to the likelihood of ex-
posure to Agent Orange or other environmen-
tal factors which may have effected the risk of
developing soft tissue sarcoma.




Soft Tissue Sarcoma Review

This is a parallel effort to the VA/AFIP Soft
Tissue Sarcoma Study. This health survey ob-
tains information from the VA’s Patient Treat-
ment File, a large medical data base of all
veterans admitted to VA medical ¢enters. Any
Vietnam era veteran treated in a VA hospital
with a diagnosis of soft tissue sarcoma from
1969 to 1982 will be included in the survey,
The data will be analyzed in order to compare
the anatomical site, histopathology and fre-
quency of various types of soft tissue sar-
coma among Vietnam and non-Vietnam
veterans.

Dioxins and Furans in
Human Adipese Tissue

This study ig a cooperative project between
the VA and the Environmental Protection
Agency to determine if military service and
duty in Vietnam are correlated with levels of
TCDD in human adipose tissue. This
retrospective study will consist of a chemical
analysis for selected chlorinated dioxins and
furans and will provide data on the
background ievels of TCDD in the U.8. male
population and compare these levels among
veterans who served in Vietnam, veterans who
served elsewhere and non-veterans. '

Investigator Initiated Research

AR

A number of Agent Orange-related rasearch
projects are underway at varlous VA medical
centers across the nation, Most of these ef-
forts are animal studies examining the
biologicat and psychological effects of TCDD.
The selected projects include studies of the
impact of Agent Orangs components on liver
cell function, skin cell chemistry relating to
chloracne, and problems relating to the nerv-
ous system.
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Epidemiological Stndy

Under an interagency agreement with the VA,
the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) in Atlanta,
Georgia Is conducting a large-scale study to
see if military service in Vietnam and ex-
posure to Agent Orange have caused an in-
creased risk of adverse health effects. This
project has three components: the Vietnam
Experlence Study, the Ageni Orange study,
and a study of selected cancers. The Vietnam
Experisnce Study will involve two groups of
Army enlisted veterans, One group consists of
6,000 individuals who served in Vietnam and
the second, or control group, |8 composed of
6,000 veterans who served elsewhere during
the same period of time. The Agent Orange
study will ook at a total of 18,000 Army

AGENT ORANGE



veterans in three groups of 6,000 each, The
groups will differ with respect to levels of
Agent Orange exposure and combat ex-
perience. The selected cancer study s designed
to determine the risk of developing specific
types of cancer among Vietnam veterans. This
study will utilize resources of several state
and metropolitan tumor registries.

Birth Defects Stndy

With partial funding from the VA, the CDC ad-
dressed the question: Are Vietnam veterans
at an increased risk of fathering children with
birth defects? Investigators concluded that
Vietnam veterans, in general, did not have an
increased risk of fathering bables with
defects. Vietnam veterans who had greater
estimated opportunities for Agent Orange ex-
posure did not seem to have a greater risk of
fathering babies when all types of defects
were combined. However, for a few specific
types of defects the estimated risks were
slightly higher for subgroups of Vietnam
veterans that may have had a greater
liketihood of exposure to Agent Orange. The
investigators concluded that these seemingly
higher risks could be chance events or
possibly the result of some unidentified fac-
tor. They do not believe that the evidence sug-
gests an increased risk due to Agent Orange
exposure.

Air Force Health Study
(Ranch Hard II)

This is a long-term investigation of the possible
adverse health effects of herbicide exposure on
Air Force personnel aitached to Operation
Ranch Hand, the milltary command responsible
for the great majority of herbicide spraying mis-
sions in Vietnam. Thesa individuals are believed
to be among the most heavily exposed of all

6
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service personne! in Vietnam. This project uses
a matched cohont design incorporating mortality,
morbidity and prospective follow-up studies.
Reports were [ssued in June 1983, February
1984, and December 1984, Resuits have
reveaied no indication at the present time that
Ranch Hand personnel have experienced in-
creased mortality rates or any unusual causes
or patterns of death. Analysis of the morbidity
data does not suggest a cause and effect rela
tionship between herbicide exposure and
adverse health among the Ranch Hand per-
sonnel,

Australian Studies

The VA Is closely monitoring research ac-
tivities in Australia. The Australian govern-
ment has released the resulis of two impor-
tant studies conducted by Australian scien-
tists to address the birth defects issue and
assess mortality patterns among Australian
veterans of the Vietnam conflict. Investigators
concluded that Australian Vietnam veterans
showed no increased risk of fathering a
matformed child. Using accepted statistical
standards, the mortality of Vietnam veterans
from all causes was not found to be
significantly higher than the mortality of
veterans who dld not serve in Vietnam as well
as non-veterans,

States Studies

A number of State governments (e.g., Texas,
Massachusetts, West Virginia, New York, New
Jorsey) have completed or Initlated efforts to
investigate the health impact of Vietnam serv-
ice among their veteran populations. The VA
is following these efforts and has provided
assistance to many of these programs.



HEALTH CARE
SERVICES
AND OTHER
BENEFITS

Agent Orange Registry Examinations

The Agent Orange Registry examination pro-
gram is an important service offered by the
VA to every Vietham veteran concerned about
the health effects of herbicide exposure. Par-
ticipating veterans are asked about their con-
tact with herbicides and receive a comprehen-
sive medical examination including a series of
base-line laboratory tests. Where medically in-
dicated, consultations with specialists and
follow-up services are provided. Veterans are
advised of the resuits in person and by letter.
Information from the examination is
documented in each veterans' permanent
medical record and included in the com-
puterized registry file. More than 200,000 Vist-
narn veterans have received the registry ex-
aminatlon,

Treatment
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Under the provision of Public Law 97-72,
special priority health care services are pro-
vided to eligible Vletnam veterans for any con-
dition possibly retated to exposure to her-




bicides used in Vietnam. Eligibility informa-
tion is available at all VA medical centers.

Disability Compensation

Vietnam veterans with injuries or ilinesses in-
curred in or aggravated by military service
may be entitled to compensation benefits.
Vetarans do not have to prove that Agent
Orange caused thelr medical problems to be
eligibie for compensation. Additional informa-
tion regarding disabitity compensation can be
obtained at any VA facility.

Inferim Benelits

Vietnam veterans may be eligible for tem-
porary benefits if they are suffering from
chloracne or porphyria cutanea tarda, occur-
ring within a specified period of time follow-
ing departure from Southeast Asia. These
benefits were authorized by Public Law
98-542.




EDUCATIONAL
ACTIVITIES

Literature Review

The VA has an on-going program for the
review and analysis of all sclentific publica-
tions concerning the herbicides used during
the Vietnam conflict, with special emphasis
on the biological and possible adverse heailth
effects of exposure. The first two volumes of
this scientific report were published in 1981
and additional volumes and lay language sum-
maries are published at regular intervals. For
information on how to obtain these
documents, contact the Agent Crange Pro-
jects Office, Veterans Administration Central
Office, Washington, D.C.

Agent Orange Review

These pamphlets describing VA Agent
Crange-related activities, slgnificant
developments, research, congressional action,
and similar matters are periodicaily published
by the VA and are sent to veterans who have
participated in the Agent Orange Registry,
veterans service organizations, and other in-
terested Individuals. Anyone who would like
to be added to the mailing list to receive the
“Review,” should send name, complete ad-
dress and social security number (if a veteran)
to the VA Data Processing Center (200/392),
1615 E. Woodward Street, Austin, Texas
78772, ATTN: Agent Orange Clerk,

12

Monograph Series

The VA is engaged in publishing a series of
scientific monographs on birth defects and
genetic counsellng; Agent Blus, a cacodylic
acid herbicide; human exposure to phenoxy
herbicides; and chloracne.

Videotapes

The award-winning videotape “Agent

Orange: A Search for Answers” | available
for viewing by VA employees, veterans groups
and the general public. In addition, Agent
Orange-related films for training of VA staff
are produced from time to time.

13
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", BOSTON anin' " Taree Vietnam veterans -
exposed {o.the toxic herbicide Agent Orange
developed a rare form of fung cancer, but it's aot -

-, known H the chemical caused the disease, Emory.

University researchers reported Wednesday ‘l‘he
veterans are from the Atlanta area.. ' =

-One of the veterans died of the cancer, known
as solt-tissue sarcoma. The tumors grew in the -

+. veterans’ lungs, and in the fatal case, the brain
=‘alsowualrected.thedoctonswmtemaha&b

L)
-

~ the New England Journal of Medicine, ++ « .

-A spokesman for the Veterans Adminlstmtlon‘

- Hospital of Atlanta, where the doctors work, gai

threecasesisnotenoughtostablishmunk

‘ between the chemical and cancer, -
The report will be part of a larger study coordl- " {
nated by UCLA, in which the nauonai VA ls pnr- PR

ticipating. :
“To jump to conclusions about cause anderfgct

" would be irresponsible, at the very least, I would

say,” said Charles Grim, the hospital’s associate

director. The doctors, P. Ravi Sarma and Julian

Jacobs, were unavailable for comment.
American Cancer Society officials estimate

‘soft-tissue sarcomas atfect two people per 100,000

population each year. A total of 4,500 hew cases._

‘and 1,600 deaths are expected this year., 5

Agent Orange is belteved to be linked with vari-
ous forms of cancer, paralysis, nerve damage,
stomach, kidney and liver problems, loss of libido

‘and other ailments. It also has been shown to-

cause chloracne, a severe skin irritation resem-
bling ordinary acne which is easily treated, * -

-“‘<...A. r.'. nm-“h
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¥ The effects allegedly are 'Sy dionn. a
byproduct in the manufacture of Orange.
< Dioxin cannot be eliminated from the herbicide.
. The federal General Accounting Office report-
edat!east:loooMaﬁmand“numerous' Army
- were within & third of a mile of the
Vietnam countryside sprayed with Ageat Orange.
" Estimates of the number of Gls exposed to the
chemical range from 250,000 to 350,000.
- Edward Moen, a spoksman for the VA in Wash-
: inston said the UCLA study would involve thou-
sands of veterans and would take four to flve

years, :
It i lntended to provlde the very best evi-
dcnce posslble of any adverse health effects

LA W T RRRR R, PRITE S YRR O PR
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The Alr Force Is studying about 1,000 merhbers
of air erews who hhndled and sprayed Agept
QOrange in Vietnam. Participants will be rollowed
for 20 years. . :

In addition, the Center for Disease Oontrol tn

Atianta is studying 10,000 births to determine if

exposure to chemicals such as Asent Orange ls

- related to birth defects.
Moen sald the VA allows vetemns who belleve .

they have been exposed to dioxins to undergo test-
- ing and examinations, Their cases are filed in a
eentral data bank for future reierence NI

" which might be due to el:posurq to léém or- -
ange,” be said.”
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om.a'e”r‘mudat related to birth defects.
} tu nsmdmrmimﬂthe’ be m,lpmm,‘ ,ﬁu., lult 31,000 Marines and - Moen said the VA allmu ‘
toxic herbicide Agent Orange Juagt’ I would say,” sald ‘“wumerous’ Ammy personnel veterans who believe they

Emory mm- u:-um.lmmw tes of GIs exposed to _ future reference. ' 5 .. £
thers, writing In vailable for comment.. ;‘?'fho emical range fro "~ In the Emory cases, two °
'edtumolthNewEngimd mc.ms.,&gyu. mmtoﬂ.lmﬂ 7. ."patients, ore a member of an
Journal of Medicine, yald one Muﬁmﬂenﬂﬁm !’durduoen A spoksman  Air Fores helicopter rescue '
- of the men died of the cancer, | comas affect two people per Van ,said teamn and the other a Marine,
L known as sofi-tissue sarcoms. - 100.050's year. gwauu uae involve were siationed in areas of
I The tuinors grew in the 'mwmndl.mdeath-m thousmdsﬁvetermsandwﬂl -Vietnam where defoliants
: veterans’lungs and inthe fatal  wynected thisyear, ...~ . - takefourtofive years, . . wereused in 1968 and 1967. , |
we.thetnin alsawau!- mmhmh ‘mhmundedtopmidethe The Air Force man under-
lected. o hm‘mmfmu ‘ery bess evidence possible of ~ wentlmgmgeryinmmn
nmmmunvm cancer; paralysis, nem tny adverse health effects tumor and died in 1961.
abs Administration Bospalof * Gemege stotmach, tiioey be due to ex- 'The Marine, who claimed to
Atlanta, where the doctors jliver problems, hudllbido pmhwmm."he be twice “completely soaked
work, Raid hree cases is ot n other ailments, 1 alsobas s . ¢ < with Agent 7 had his -
enough to establish a linkk . heen showa to cause. The Air Force is stud left Jung removed because ofa -
hetwmthe'eheml l‘ﬂﬂ.mammm&-mmm of air tumor. The cancer spread in

E

cancer, Y e pesembling ondi scoe” crews who handled’and 1981 and the researchers sald
'lhreportwlllbepmd‘ s m.,..,ﬂmmm * sprayed Ageot Orange in Viet- currently he is receiving
larger study coordinated by  fhe effects mm'rhepartldpantswillbe chemotberapy. -

.theUnfvuﬂtyo!ClﬂfMillf caused by dioxin, & followed for 20 years. © - "> The third patient, an Army
Los Angeles, in which the - Inlhemamiuctm Agent In addition, the Centers for man who served in 1971 in an
~ pational VA wniut!u h "Orange, Dioxin cannot be ‘Disesse Control in Atlanta is ares wheré deloliants were
pi'l:ﬂdpaﬁl)‘ elinﬂmumthehu‘bidda wtudying 10,000 birihs to deter- M,wudiscoveredtohuu
g 'l‘o jumg to eonelnsiou - “The federal General mine if exposure {0 chemicals g tumor in 1981, - .

L‘ .
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:Orange developed a rare form of
aungcancer. but it’s not known if the
mical caused the disease, Emory
‘University . researchers reported

- Wednesday.
. Oneoftheveterans died of the
‘cancer, known as soft-tissue sarcom-
-a. The tumors grew in the veterans’
lungs and and, in the {atal case, the
brain also was affected, the doctors
! _wrote in a letter to the New England

ﬂdmmwtraﬂon Hospital of Atlanta,

. where the doctors work, said three

~ cases is not enough to establish any

link between the chemical and can-

Ler. . N i R

.The report will be part of a larger

study coordinated by the -University

: of California at Los Angeles, in

i which thé national VA organizatmn

" is participating. -

;:* “To jump to conclusions about
** cauge and effect would be irresponsi-
ble, at the very least, I would say,”
. Charles Grim, the hospital's asso-
ciate director said. The doctors, P.
* Ravi Sarma and Julian Jaoobs were

- unavailable for comment.- - .

< - American Cancer Society oﬂi-

" cials estimate soft tissue sarcomas

" affect two people per 100,000 popula-
tion each year. A Total of 4,500 new

aosmi wm-;. m’u Viet |

-exposed to the toxic herbicide Agent

1 caseuqdlmdhaﬂlmeqectedl

N . 1.«‘3&-#
gr- AgmtOrangeis&ﬂévedtObe
l'linl:eclwrittn.raric:n.lsft.'n'l:usol’c:am:e:',
paralym,nmedam . stomach,
_ kidney and verproblems.lossot’li-
: bido and other ailments. It also has
» been shown to cause chloracne, a se-
veresklnlrritanmmbhngordi-
:srymeandwhichiseasdytmat-
B The effects allegedly are caused
* by dioxin, a by-product in the manu-
* facture of Agent Orange. Dioxin can-
gﬁebeehnunated&amuwherbi

range from zsonootosso-

900, -

i Eﬂwagd Moen. a spokesman for
the VA in Zashington, said said thesUCLA
.study will involve thousands of ve-
“terans and wil} take four o five

)'881'8
“Itisintendedtoprovidemevery
gsible of any ad-
gveme bealth ects which misht be
to exposure to Agent Orange,”

i gaid.
% The Alr Force is mdm about
J.Mmembersohircrewswhohan-

p‘“ed“‘dgmgpantswillI:ei’ol-

- Jowed for 20 years.

; In addation,' the Ceniers for Dis-
ease Control in Atlanta is studying

. 10,000 births to determine if expo-

| sure to chemicals such as Agent Or-

" ange is related to birth defects. .

J Moen said the VA allows veterans

" whe believe they have been exposed

.- L to dioxins to undergo testing and ex-
*_ amninations. Their cases are filed in

§acentra1datahankformtumrefer-

5. ence,

"{ IntheEmorycases,tWOPatimts.
~-ope a member of an Air Force heli-
ooplerrescueteammdﬂnomera

- % Aol

f'mﬂne were stationed in areas of
thmmwheredetnliantsmused
7 in 1966 and 1967, .

. Theé Air Force man underwent

""l:mgsurgerylnlquratxpeoftu-

mor He died in 1981.

The Marine, who claimed to be
thoe “oompletely soaked with
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[ cer spread in"1981 and the research-
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Three Vietnam vetersns L

sost¥fen —

from the Atlanta area exposed to the toxic herbi--
tide Agent Orange developed a rare form of lung -

. ;:;ncer, but it’s not known if the chemica] caused
.the

disease, Emory Umvers;t,y resesrehers re; .
ported Wednesday. -, - o
One of the veterans died of the cancer, known L

as soft tissue sarcoma. The tumors grew in the = '
veterans’ lungs and and in the fatal case, the *

brain was also affécted, the doctors wrote in &
letter to the New Englsnd Journil of Medicine. .
. A spokesman for the Veterans Administration

three cases is not enough to establish any link
between the chemical and cancer, . - '
The report will be part of a larger study coordi- .

nated by the University of California at Los Ange- Vs
les, in which the national VA organization is par- _

ticipating.

would be irresponsible, at the very least, I would .
say,” said Charles Grim, the hospital’s associate

" director. The doctors, P. Ravi Sarma and Juhqn

Jacobs, were unavailable for comment. :
American Cancer Society officials estimate soft " :
tissue sarcomas affect two people per 100,000 a
year. A total of 4,500 new esses and 1 600 deaths
are expected this year. - :
Agent Orange is believed to be linked w:th vsn-
ous forms of cancer, paralysis, nerve damage, }
‘stomach, kidney and liver problems, loss of libido .

- and other ailments. It has also been shown to"

. ed at least 21,000 Marines and “‘numerous” Army

_cause chloracne, a severe skin jrritation resem- -

bling ordinary acne and which is easily treated. .
" The effects allegedly are caused by dioxin, a ;

_ byproduct in the manufacture of Agent Orange. ..
* Dioxin cannot be eliminated from the herbicide.

The federal General Accounting Office report-

Cancer T:e Poss:ble

{b’e anel were 'within & third of a mile of the
ietnam countryside sprayed with Agent Orange.
. Estimates of Gls exposed te the chemlcal range
iromzso ,000 to 350,000, FI.

' Bdward Moen, & spoksmsn for the VAin Wssh- :
" ington, said the UCLA study will involve thou-"
- sands of veterans and will take four to five years.
“It is intended to provide the "very best evi-
. dence possible -of any adverse” health effects
- which’ might be due to exposure to Agent

g Orange." he said

Hospital of Atlanta, where the doctors work, said ;'_'
of air crews who handled and sprayed Agent -

The Air Force is studying sorne 1,000 members )

_ Orange-in Vietnam. The _participants wﬂl be io],
lowed for 20 years, - .

In addition, the Centers for' Disease Control in .
. Atlanta is studying 10,000 births to determine if

‘ .+, exposure {o chemicals such as Agent Orange is
“To jump to conclusions about cause and effect .‘ a

related to birth defects. -

Meen said the VA allows veterans who believe
.t.hey have been exposed to dioxins to undergo test- -
ing and examinations, Their. cases are filedin 2
central data bank for future reference. '

“In the Emory cases, two patients, one a mem-
ber of an Air Force helicopter rescue team'and
the other 4 Marine, were stationed in areas of -
Vletnsm where detoliants were used in 1086 dnd

" 1967,

; The Air Force man tmderwent lung surgery in.
- 1979 for a type of tumor. He died in 1981, .
"- The Marine, who claimed to be twice **com-
pletely soaked with Agent Orange;” had his left
lung removed because of a tumor. The cancer
~spread in 1981 and the researchers said he 1s cur- o
- rently receiving chemogherapy. ;: .
~ The third patient, an Army man who served in -
" 1971 in an drea where defoliants were used, was
discovered to have a lung tumor !n 1981 - .

-
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’ Saence Panel To Rékearch i
Agfnt Orange Healfh Effects

d sign for a research study on possi-~ *. - Birth Defects Study — HHS Centers for Dis-
. ble health effects of exposure to Agent Orange by ease Control {CDC) in Atlanta expects to complete
- Vietnam veterans has been approved by a science -a study related to birth defects by September of
" panel of the White House Agent Orange Worldng next year. From a ‘registry of 7,500 children with -
, Group, - . birth defects, CDC will isolate those born to ¥iet- "
£ HHS Secretary Richard S. Schwelker, who nam veterans to determine if these veterans hase -
¢ chairs the Cabinet Council on Human Resources to  an intreased risk of fathering children with birth
‘ which the working group reports, said: ~ " defects. If 50, CDC will atteinpt to determine if the
- “With the incorporation of some recommended inerease is associated with exposure to Agggt
refinements, we feel the Veterans Administration Orange. ' SRS
> now can proceed with 4 pilot study as the forerun- 5 NIOSH Toxle Study “The Department's Na-
ner for 8 more comprehensive study of veterans ™ ;‘tional Institute of Occupational Safety and Hedlth ™
l who may have been exposed to'Agent Orange whﬂe (NIDSH) is looking into work place exposure of pej-;
gerving in Vietnam.” - ‘sons exposed to Dioxin, & highly toxic contaminant,
The pilot study will test tlte ]neehanisms to be tormed during the manutacture of the defohant!,
_ used in the full study and work out £ny design prob- il, 5T.a component of Agent Orange, = -,
~ lems. The main survey will lnvolve some 18,000 Lo ’ o
Vietnam veterans.
-~ Schwelker said this study is only one of several .
g eﬂ’orts being made to find answers to this problem.
Other research efforis coordinated by the
1 Agent Orange Workshop Group include: .
}' Ranch Hand Study -— This is a special survey
.of some 1,200 Air Force -personnel who were in-
¢ volved in Agent Orange spraying missions during ..
+ the Vietnam war. Physical examination and gues-
tmningisbeingdonowlththesemghtmwmem
Liem on & voluntary basis. _)
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ﬁ‘ Jﬂ h ﬁffﬂ RAR S
»  HARRISBURG - Gov. Thom-
.burgh recently sign@d a bill creating

ithe Vietnam Herbicide Comrms- .

' Pennsylvania war veterans suffering -

sion. 8 commission created to aid
er’m health problems that may be

T TR e TS S derialo it sl ‘3“_"‘ Cwmm

e wcums to recewe md

related to herblcldes used in Viet- .
Chaired by the itatc heulth
secretary the commission will isswe
information about the health effects
"caused by Agent Orange and othet”
chemical defoliants, as well as help
veterans find state and federal
assistance. e

In Pennsylvania alone, an
estimated 200,000 Vietnam veterans
are believed to have heaith problems
related to exposure to poisonous
herblcldes -

- i an— e
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' News Statf Wriked =~

4 M 41, a Newport Navy commander
‘wag forced fo retire heeeuee of his af-*

“ thinking his ge conld he related
+is Vietnam esperience and his

ﬂpoeureio Agent Orange
P&nﬂjﬂnﬂ ofg Middletwn also '
‘thinks he was affected by Agent
. Drange, but in a differept way. Rug-
geﬁ’e S-year-old daughter is severely :
* mentally retarded and he fears her !
" condition is a 'delayed effect of hia con-
hetwithtbechemicai. -
ent Orange, a herbicide used in
"‘7 m, is now posing & threat of
-leleyed health effects to those Viet-
aun veterans who were exposed to it.
is unknown how many of the 17,000 .
3 letnam vets in Rhode Island are
poeeible vietims, e
j. 99 -don't have my bitternesa,”
" Brugman said.“I know Agent Orange
saved lives. I just wish they could have
. ‘used-something less toxic,” he said.
'Agent Orange was a herbiclde used |
ia Vietnam to defoliate trees which '
*would have provided cover for the
e:;lmy Tt-was used between mz and
1 -
v Agent Orange exposure is a com-
plicaied issue, Veterans have reported
., & variety of symptoms, but a definite
:connection to the herbicide has not
£ ‘been established. The iaaue hastily sur-
i faced In recent years, .
w: Three cases of Tare lans caneer in
-ﬁVietnam veterans are being added to
" evidence that is being collected in an
seffort to determine if Agent Orange
causes diseases, The information was-
in a letter that appeared Wednesday in
the New England Journal of Medicine. "
This evidenee 1s insufficient to
establish a link between the chelnlcnl
mw‘ ’ w“‘ ‘_:"3..1**" Sosin

pit The Univeralty of California at Los
Angeles is conducting a study of cases
- allegedly linked to Agent Orange. The
ratudy will involve thousands of
,weterans .and will take four years.
:Eatimates -of GI's exposed to the
chemical range from 256,000 to 350,000
Some of the symptoms reported in-
ude loss of Bex drive, chiotacne, liver
amage, changes tn skin color and sen-
Vyitivity to light, numbness or tingling
in the extremities, psychological
_changes, sore joints, cancer and birth
"defects in the children of expoeed

Thiction with Muitiple Sclerosis. Two
years later,” an Is’ a:#

‘.\J

Wbe

S camped.

W I
1‘!‘"‘*! e

? s m bt Meu ‘o im‘.ai.
group- 4o delermine bow
5 many loca former G1's may have been
. exponed 40 the herbicide, Max
;Loudenslager of- the Disabled
“American Veterans, Kerins Hogan
"Chaptér of Newport County, said. Viet-
; oam’ veterans ususlly do -ndt' join
“yaterans’ organizations because they
“try to lorget the war and evoid any
~association with it. -
bl L oeal veterans' gmpe hawe tried to
j':edncate vets to the possible dangers of
: exposure to Agent Orange. Brugman-
veceived a letter from the Newport
! DAV chapter ‘about a meeting to
dheuss Agent Orange. Brugman at-
7 tended the meeting, but. be found he -
* had more questions than there were
¥ snewers.” '
¥ Brugmen found that of the 106
*nillioa gallons of Agent Orange
during one year he was in
ﬁvmen-—athirdofitwaesprayedin
i ‘ the area ke derved. He was potentially
! wxposed toa very concentraied fevel of
s the chemical, -
b While in Viemam in 1966 and 1967,
! @rogmen served in the Rung Sat
’epeciaime 1% was a fres fire zone in-
£ gouth Vietnam located on the Saigon
t'‘River. He was never informed of the
"‘ defoiiage spraying, but he could see it.
* He remembers one particular night
'"when the stench of the apray pervaded :
. the Kmerican camp.
... Elephant grass encircled the ares
" where the American soldiers were
“The graga seemed to
. evaporais,” ‘he sald. The area had
* bheen sprayed the night before, he said. -
- "“ -Brugman's condition was diagnosed
t “'as MS in November, 1974, But he is

» Feonvinced that it'is related to Agent

: t Orange. The
=-doesn't have enoush information on
gAgent Orange determine it his
B SN

¢GT'’s illnesses:
Agent O ""’“’Hgg

"-ﬁ-f..&a_ -~

disease could be related.

J “f just want to know what cansed my
[ health to go to hell,” Brugman said.
"“I'm convinced the VA is doing its best
to get a handle on the situation,

- “The government or chemical com-
i panies are not going to admit messing
up,” Ruggeri said. “It’s a dangerous .
,chemical — I don't think they'll ever
admitit." S

The VA has asked that veterans who
" were possibly exposed to the herbicide
- to report to a VA hospital for screen-
ing. The VA is attempting to gather the
bistories of those veis who were expos-
‘ed, but medically not mnch can be
- done right now.

- For this reason, Ruggeri has not
gone for 8 medical screening.
“They’re not going to be able to do
- anything tor my daughter ” he said.
Ruggeri said he is frustrated by this
situation. “There is not anything
eni);one can do. Nothing at ell,” he
88 i '

Two bills have been iptroduced into
“the Rhode Island General Assembly
 that would give Vietnam vets three
f years to file a claim in cburt against
. the Agent Orange chemical manufac-
“turers. -

One bill has already passed in the
n * House and is in the Senate Judicsary

E.emmittee The other is stiil in the

use

i .

| Orange commissions to study the pro-
{ blem. “I would like to see a comm
‘sion established, but nothing has been
* done,” Wayne Smith. & an outreach
- counselor at the Vietnam Veterans
e Center in Pawtucket said. The Viet-
5, ham vet works in his spare time trying
“to push Agent Orange . legiglation
__through the General Assembly.
£ “There is not much coricern about
* #t,” Smith said, “If the vets don't speak
. up about it, no one else does "
h——n-—u—il'

Other states have set Bp Agent
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t*on suspect llst

of rare cancer

. Con Maws Sarvies -
ATLANTA - Elnory University Mediul School
doctorssaytheyhavedugnouedametypeofcm-
‘ gor in three Vietnam War veterans, but more studies
io.reueedeﬂbemrrethepom!hlllt:,'ollu:onmci:ionbe-
tween the disease and the herbicide Agent Orange
can be established.
“;Ithmulrlsko!theu(tnmors)invmrms
- Who gerved in Vietnam, follow-up studies should be
__able to define it,* Drs.'P, Ravl Sarma and Julian
" Jacobs wrote in a letter published In the most recent
* udition of the New England Journal of Medicine.

THE DOCTORS, wio are on the staff of the
Atlanta Yeterans Administration Hospital, diagnosed
a general type of cancer called soft-tissue sarcoma in
b the three veterans. All three men said that they prob-
% ably were exposed to Agent Orange while serving in
. Vietoam, :

‘z  One of the patients was a member of a helicopter-
‘rescue unit in Vietnam in areas where defoliants
. were used. The patient died in July 1981 from cancer
| stage48.
- Another patient, 34, was & Marine In Vietnam who
said he ”\\m twice "oompletely soaked w;:,trh Agent
‘Orange.” He i8 undergoing chemotherapy for cancer.
IThe third patient,” 32, hu undergone surgery for
g‘eatmentotmw. -

“If there is an incréased risk of malignant disease
5o in‘ (Vietnam) veterans,” Sarms and Jacohs wrote,
*“then & more critical question that has to be ad-
. dressed is: Are the defoliants (Agent Orange) causa.
'tive. of is some other unidentified environmental fag-
. tor responsible, uﬁngdoueorineoncenwiththe
defoliants?”
mdocmaecnneuomkmuupnnmu

their ﬁndinfl

'i\i‘.;' anFenan L Ta sl s Yieeid o ek
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*gied 1 July 1981 fron sunoer 31640
Another patient, 3, was a Marine in

* Vietnam who said he was twice

n, 3 \/u_ef vets found

mmamumm ills in
veterams).” -~

fe,m,h; ™ ‘During the Vietnam War. Us. planes

cancet In three Vietnam War vetersns,, . tely sosked with Agenit Orange.”” He is dropped more than 12 million. gallons of .
undergoing

-htmmmnwedbefmthc”
- possibility of a’ conwection between the
disemmdtheherbieﬁe&zem(lnn:e‘

can be established,
“Hmerebamkoftheoe (tumm]ln

) ' weterans who served in Vietuam, follow-

, up studies should be able to deline #t."
Drs. P. ltms:rmand.!ulim.heou'
.wmtelnaletterpubllshedh'l‘hunday'l-_

m‘ﬂnmw,ﬂlﬂtﬂ“
um -_"'uu

. The doctors, who are aa the staff of the -

~ Atlanta Velerans_Administration Hospi-

1al, diagnosed a geueral type of cancer’

called soft-tissue sarcoma in the three
veterans. All three men said that they °

. probably were exposed 1o Amt Omsn,
while serving in Vietnam. "

: Oneﬁthemﬁemsmlmemberofr

helicopter-rescue unit in Vietnam in areas -

whmdeldianummd Thepatlent

chemotherapy for cancer, The
third patient, 32, tias andergune surgery

for treatment of cancer. . - /.

I there is an increased risk of mallg-
‘nant disease in .(Vietnam) velerans,”
Sarma and Jacobs wrole, “then & move
critical question that has to be addressed
is: Are the defoliants (Agent Orange)
causative, o is some other unidentilied
_environmestal factor respionsible, acting -
thu o in concert with the defoliants?™.

mmdewmwm fo theprm
ahontlheirﬂnéinss RN IS

However, Chatles Grim, associate -
. director of the Atlanta VA Hospital, said:

“You redlly can’t draw any conclusions.
Irom oaly three patients. For one thing, it
‘has not beew veritied if these veleraps -
‘were exposed to Agent Orange,

*This in!onmtion eventnally wlll
become part of overall studies {concern-
BB the pmibllity that exposure te Agent

‘the

.Agent Orange to wipe out crops and
juaglehidlngnlamoltheenemy and to
-- clear base camps, landing zones, water-
“ways and communications lines. The
spraying stopped when the number of
birth defects increased among Viel.
namese women.

Agent Orange conlains dioxin, one of . -

the most toxic sabstances in existence.
- About 80,000 Vietnam veterans have
sought VA physical examinations to see if

their haalth was impaired by contact with

the chemlcal. .
The Emory doctors noted that studies

from Sweden have reported a fivefold to

sixfold increased risk of soft-lissue sar-
coma in lumberjacks exposed to her-
bicides containing dioxin. Alse, long-term
+ lollow-up studies of industrial workers in

dioxin have disclosed seven cases of soft-

tissue sarcoma to date. /

acture of chemicals containing
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nam
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an ayammomson '”

mall near Capitol Hill , .. .

: -designed newspapers an
b riu stacked on a tabile, sta’

@Q‘v‘- d‘.qd

Prgmota stage. . _
amnethatseemslikea re- -

peltoutofthel%ﬂs,agoupcallad

the Vietnam Veterans Against 'the

War is rallying in Washington this
weekend to press the casé of Viet:
nam veterans and warn against a

new Vietnam-like hvelvment in_

Central America, <

_But they are older now, Some“

are their 40s, and their zeal is
rated by the passage of time,”

"I 'don't have any illusions that -

theSWeterans Administration or the

Beittagon is going to tum around.

wmiverTow and say, You're right,”

sap Walter Xlim, 30, an infantry
veteran from Milwavkee, “But i

wus. Even if there are only. 300
think We can make an im-

na&tﬂ:etopofdzewhstisAgent
onnge.thedefolimtcmedmv:et-

su:tsblammgexpomtuﬂle
call’ormed;calpmblems

aqnetic damage, L.
i But the Government has balked
at ity widespread program to deal

. ASHING'IDN - Tents on the

5 piled on to keap the Ma
'4eze from ltl?wmg ‘them awag:

we bring some credibility -

0 ..~

Agent. Drange. mainly on

erans’ illnesses, . -

~*-' . “We would like to see. a realistic
‘testing program, treatment, if it can
-be treated, and if not, compensation

_ infantry unit commander now em:

R "'.; ‘ployed as a mailman in Chicago.

.Also on theagendamacallfar

‘geared - tg’ the - approximately
700,000 Vietnam-era veterans now
out of work, opposition to any cuts
. in veterans benefits, and opposition

mvolvement of U.S. military forces.
. Indiana University, admits that his
organizatnon‘s activist .role-in op-
posing U.S. involvement in places

frormn the mainstream veterans

groups and may alienate some po-

tential members.
But he says opposition to such

- grounds that there is no certain link”
between the defoliant and the vet-" -

’  think it's
- “When VVAW started it was to get
"ug out of Vietnam and keep us from

¢ and for the victirns of Agetit Orange,”
. says Pster Zastrow, 43, g former
" ' warm welcome that greeted the
- American hostages returning from

an emergency job trammg program .

to any.additional “Vietnam-type™

' Zastrow, a graduate of Dart-.
mouth with a master’s degree from - .
-mixed feelings about the Vietnam

- under construction not far-
like' Ei Salvador separates VVAW -

‘,;Vets Fighting New, Batﬂe
for ‘Orang ”T:Ald “Jobs and Benefns

military adventu:es i5 a corner-
stone of the organization. -

. “We're .doing it because we
right," says Zastrow.

getting into that kind of war agam.
- Zastrow, one of four national
coordinators for the group, says the

Iran snd the deepening recession
with - its high unemployment

" prompted this week's rally.

“The thing with the hostages
was here they were heroes and all

" they did was get captured,” states

Zistrow, “We were pever heroes.
That kit & lot of Vielnam veterans,

-who never thought about it before.”

“Both Zastrow. and Klim have

Veterans Memorial, which is now

-from

where these veterans are rallying.

_ Medical treatmentorapbs pro-

gram might. mean *“a helluva lot

more” to most Vietnam veterans
right now, both say.-
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Dbeen drawn less than 24 bours after

‘an altack Feb. 13 by Vietnamese

forces inside Cambodia at Tuol

Chrey, ‘the department sald. The
hatance

was contained °

e reportedly
in artillery shells used in the attack.
v.-A report distributed to

E .

vomiting
m.thin’. (rembling and severe
diarrhea” - - -

* The report said Dr. Amos
Townsend, ‘& private American

-, physiciau, toek additional blood
- de- .. samples from the vietims March 8. it
+. #aid two of the five other individuals

who provided samples had detectable

" levels of tois. cireulating in their
" blood 18 days affer the attack. .
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-’* WASHINGTON (AP) — In an attempt fo
learn if service in Vietnam damaged the health
-of GIs, the Veterans Adminjstration may try to
yﬁn 400 men who served there and who have

 identical twin brothers who did not take part in

"the war. .

< Officials said '!‘hursday they want to eompare
" the twins’ physical conditions to find out if there
“is a basis for complaints by many Vietnam

Ner

.-veterans that exposure to the herbicide Agent

, Orange has damaged them in a variety of ways.
.. Specifically, the brothers would be examined
; to see whether those who served in Vietnam
. complained more often than their brothers of
headaches. apathy, fatigue, muscie and joint
: pains, loss of appetite and weight, sleep distur-
_bances, decreased learning . ability and
memory and sexual dysfunction. | -
-”'._ The research project was described Thurs-
, day to the Veterans Administration's Advisory
* Committee on Health.Related Effects of Her-
bicides by Air Force Maj. Alvin L. Young, an
expert on herbicide toxology.

¢ The idea came from researchers at the VA's

Medical Center in St. Louis. To go forward, it
" must be approved by VA headquarters and by a
review panel which would consgider its scxentlﬁe

[PV P L

iVietnam' vets, twms to be tested "’3

valid.iy
Young said population statistics suggest that i
there were §3,000 pairs of twins among the 2.5
million men who served in the war.” -
Of the 93,000, the statistics suggest, 7 200 1
eet the stipulation that one twin saw Vietaam : .
eerviee while his brother served in the military +
h'::dwas not assigned Vietnam duty, Young

wﬁb

et

Only 400 sets wouid be needed for a;
statistically valid study, he said,

wst egztsin whi(lz_ltls l:ﬁel:sssbettffr l:;cords than i
most states, repol at B9 pairs ualifying ;
twin brothers live in Wisconsin, - s :

“‘We think it can be done,” Young said of the t
research proposal. calling it “a very excltlng
concept.” -

The Veterans Admmistration says it has no N
evidence that exposure to Agent Orange, and *
dioxin, a toxic contaminant it contained, -
damaged the health of servicemen, but it is con- 4
ducting research to ﬁnd a final answer to that
question. 3

About 8 percent of the land l.n South Vietnam

.was sprayed with the herbicide to desiroy erops

and defoliate trees to uncover communist ;
biding placesinthe jung!es. . , ..f
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WASIHNG‘TON-lnanattemptwleamﬂaervice
i damaged the health of Gls, the Veterans
tion may try to tind 400 men who served
who have identical twin brothers who did not

part fn the war, 0.0y e Jehg
wwmlahuidyumdaytheywmtwcommethe
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plmical conditions to find out if there is a basis

' com; many Vietnam veéterans that
. &posure to the h‘gbicide mntOrqngehnsdamasad

E . Vietnm nuuns Inve blamed Agent
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sand weight, sleep disturbances, decreased learning

.nhllltyandmemory.mdsexualdwtuncﬂ.on. o
Ofticials said population statistics suggest there .
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' $who served in the war. Of the 93,000, the ftatistics say,

$7.200 meet the stipulstion that one twin saw Vietnam
sservice while his brother seérved in the mllitary but

. 'omnot assigned Vletnam du_n_f
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tical Twins Sought
'(§ '-'-.?-:Q' I'Y 1“—: irE. ,—-.-h,. LA v WO S ST
GTON (AP} —'The Veterans ‘Administration .
:3:5 it may launch a search for 400 seis of identical
- with g special characteristic: one with Vietnam
_“nuvusandﬁmoﬂmrwﬁhmmﬂ;Oﬁumﬂsmndﬂmruhw
-~ that if plans receive final approval, they will compare
- thetwins' physical conditions to help findout if there isa
; basis for complaints by many Vietnam veterans that
.. exposure to the herbicide Agent Orange damaged their
" health: Air Force Maj. Alvin L. Young, & expert on
Jahzﬂﬂﬁdeuningr&nﬂﬂuwewmvs&unsasofhmms
> among the 2.5 million men who served in Vietnam. He
- eaid statistics indicate that 7,200 sets meet the criterion
mﬂtﬁﬂuﬂy«»umﬂdbemw&ﬁﬁwasﬁﬂﬂmﬂ&
‘\uﬁduwwv P,

J

i
e —— .l
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R g
&e doot to more research and

#"ans suffering aPparent effects’
veteran If-

" _inirsleader believes it will take an
'set of Dow Chemical Co. to glve

* teeth to the movement. -
;. Thomas Hotles of Batile Creek,

- “who I8 president of the National ;

--_Assoehtionotﬂuneermd\i’eter

. ans — along
..of the National Council of
Chuarches amd the

_that it

' toopen the Agent Orange safe,”

~ selor at Kellogg Communlty Col-

: metonccnemicalandsmeum'

. along with medical treatment and
: eranvtctlms.

late 1981 ordering hoapitalization,
. testing and medical care for Viet-
. nam veterans who were
. ¢ totoxic substances found in
; antsmehasAgentOrargewasa

 gaid Hollu who 1: wncemed

with tives

national office

: of the Veterans of Foreign Wars —

" went on record Friday at Dow’s .
annual meeting in Midiand asking
ublicly reicase all re-
: search formation and studies
mpleted during the clevelop-

of the defoliant. - ’
They also askéd for studies
showing the effects of the defoli-
ant on employees involved in the

toxic chemical. :
“That's one of the keys needed

saidl-loﬂes,whoworksasaemm-

-1
egoiles and othen have been in-
volved in a four- :

from using the to -
etation 1 toe junes of Vietnaes

compensation for some of its vet-
He 2ald congressional action in’

foli-

- m
“But there's got to be more,"

it P "-.. P

o A .
ik 3, ¥ e L
h ‘l‘ﬁ. o - .ﬁ‘
o by g i) “;:“W:_ iL’Miﬁ W

‘help for Vietnam: veter- -

manufacturlng process of the |

{_'
"‘%

wers
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e T T e BT T -

to afflicti

7\3.
ﬁu_uh ;z._«_

: "f";ﬂ“.?'a‘iﬁ BENGULRTY 2w
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. vatwrrm
“soldiers

o on ¢ tel‘l“ te how they watched a jungle
" Jull of trees and foliage wither and die within a day.

¥ ‘But today, many of these same soldiers are watchmg

am e ML

" about the thousands of veterans
- who have been identified as hav-.-
d ing suffered health-damaging ef-.

{fects attributed to the defoliant

o g g WA FEe,

fl eran {n his early 303 “who sat In .
Il my office and cried because he
F "looks like & leper. His hands,"
3. arms, shoulders and chest were a
Il - mass of peeling, cracking skin -
- and lesions. I'll never forget when

, said ‘T can't ev: tothe
N — who tould to look
i lt m’!” i

'y &nolherveteranhecounseledl‘

a “‘street person who continually

paks out in rashes,” Holles gaid:

1 “Veterans Administration  offi-

4 cials, according to Holles and

[ { the rashes and lesions are a resuit
:: what they call post-Vietnam

£\ trauma syndrome.

} + Although Holles acknowledees

- that some skin irritations couldbe

" theconflict, he doesn’t believe

N

Dr. Keuueth Kobes, chief of
* staff at the Battle Creek Velaerans
5 Administration Medical Center, *
* sald that 406 Vietnam veterans
. have requested Agent Orange
" medical examinations in the gut
. “four years at the Battle Creek
ital — an additional 314 at lts
rand Rapids’ outpatient clinic. -

N

Im’umuumvm’m h

veteran leaders, often say

" attributed to stress condltions,
& which have surfaced years after .-
] " “into contact with the defollant.
" . that the syn( is responsible . -

for the extent of many of the skin
and other disorders attributed to

comlng lnto contact with the _

% eacq other, in some cases, m’theranddie,’; oL
:C g,,?;iﬁﬁ*f rgd;t.g ﬁ?ﬁ"xe?&-i#f&mé “Ii ?4 .,_'-_'.,
-" 'Buit Kobes said most of the skin’

- disorders of these patients have.
_ been diagnosed as suffering from

.__mchm.gss

‘Weterans tested at the Battle

riagis and acne.
all information on.

Creek center is sent to Washing-

, ton, D.C., where the Veterans Ad-

. ministration and federal

govern-
_ment have established a medical

registry to compile and analyze

. physician 5 ﬁndings of the veter—
! -:.the man, who like 500,000 other -

- Vietnam veterans are unem- . .
- early findings of 1,100 veterans

"We’re also encouraged by

" participating in the Ranch Hand
Operation —. men who lived,
"drank and slept with Agent
Orange,” Kobes said. “They all
were actively inveolved with the
defoliant and are being closely
monitored for any long-term med-

) kaleﬂectsbecauseotthelrexpo—

Holles said he becomes dis-
tressed at the irony of a 1971 Army
publication which advised that
- those handling Agent Orange
should promptly rinse their eyes,
skin and clothing after comlng

“You couldn’t Just run into a
nearby shower after spraying gal-
lons of Agent Orange. They say
contaminated clothing should be

_washed before used, but some-

times you went days before you
mﬂddothis," Holles sald.
. “Agent Qrange, according to
the Army, is relatively nontoxic to-

T man anlmals,butwﬂlremove

‘alreraft paint and walkway coal-
ings.” Hoiles sald. *“It will
rate rubber hoses and other parts

 of spraying equipment, the Army

~,.\.-‘--———.
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" ‘Agent Orange — a combination of
" icompounds known as 2,4,6,-T, and 2,4-
‘D, to_beé: exact = -was dumped on
“Vietndin' in staggering amounts to

g - ook Mnew A‘virulent
a."l’;{mae, ¥ ‘aoubd: wither| 4" forest
cnr!m' 20 no ;m;ds

Combining the tip Somp pro-

. duops mw& the deadliest

potukl "man. Three

onnoesnrdioxlnintroduoed into New

gg'k'a Jaler sugply-could kill the

! T&mzﬁﬂ\pguq@gdioﬁq sbably
" fall on ?iatnp;p,m

~ million” gallos o

.. It aino- wafted over many, if not all; of
““the 2.4 million American troops there,
 Says obe Yetiran, *H - you were in
¢ Vietdai, you were exposed, wnless
¢ 30U, Were in ﬂon sipping Perrier
APPSR Wi e Y e

¥ \>>“\'Q7

me,ind&e

_help Americane fight & war on terrain .
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.. [wntibiotic and pot still be affecting me
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f I a cluttered office in
.N.Y-. We is the Joad at-
laérgest c!ass-actlon
Jproduct ﬂabllity case in history —
#uit against the manu!&cturers ol’ .
: Orange.- -
Mmman”&ﬂﬁmtennsfromall-
gﬁmﬂthecountryhaveiolnedln
. 90me . aspect of the suit, and Yan-
' acone’ astlmates another 50,000
! claim_ gome ‘disability from
< Agent Orange. Veterans from Aus-
gtralia. New Zealapd and Canada are
Joining in too. -© 7.0; -
b Besides being the largest, it also is
«ome of the most x of lawsuits,
E__!usglini questions o lepl iia!uhur
| |

Mmmtm

¥ Are the Agent Onngemanufao
+ turers responsible for its ifl effects, or
'ilit,the federal gommnent or no
r One: -

L Andgnitbenumormetha:bthe
" ailments were ca exposu to
AgentOrauge"' - by

— ——

Wthinbheissm

It's samejobhewanted
. when the Marines, but some-
. one thought he was too small to be a
| military policeman, so he was made a

‘:Wﬂ“ﬂ%ﬂ&%
. On one mission, he says, he

bers walking through elephant grass
. 30 sharp it cut his skin. The grass was
2olly; it had just been sprayed. In a .
matter -of dafs, he says, he was'
~Yreated for a severe skin rash, but the
Mﬂneskeptuom e

Nw,onahotandhum:ddayin

p tedri

Two luweclearedupwlthaa

70 years later. This stuff stays with
'uie. Phillis says. “I suipect that
Agent Orange mlghthawe caused my
prob

The Vet.uans Mmmistrabon has
dmua‘d his ‘compensation claim be-
t#m:e:s.-het:aﬂ't1:1‘1:«.%1;1;waxtreate«l.

T
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F ’Agent Orange’ Problems . .
Explored in TV Series

DURHAM The probiems of living with vie.
i~ . tims of Agent Orange are explored on “Warri-
+ or's Wemen,” Friday at 10:30 pm. on New
- Hampehire Public Television/Chanael 11, g
7 “Warrior's Women” is part Tour of the 13-
' part series Matters of Life and Death which ex- o
/- plores issues of urgency to contemporary Ameri
' cansoclety,
AnestimatedSWMoﬂhez lellionAmer- a
icans who fought in Vietnam are currently suf- :
.fering post-traumatic stress from expesure te -
. the chemica) defoliant, Agent Orange. .
] " 'This fiim explores five families who repm
sent a range of problems that many American
veterans seem to be experiencing — alcholism, --
. unemployment, violence, depression, suicide or
‘merely moral confusion about their role in Viet-
nam and why mlety hun’t clmsen to welcome
-them home yet.,
Four women speak cmdidly about the prob-
lems they faced and how their lives were affect- . {
ed. They raise questions about society’s neglect
. of the Vietnam veterans and how tllis will etfeet
the next generation. - ...

“Warrior's Women™ may lnf seen on Chan-
. nels 11 in Durham, 15 in Hanover, 49 in Littleton,:
_\-' 52 in Keene, 59 in North Woodstoek ud 70 lq

. ‘.iv' 'a;'ii-'u;.'nﬁiitnvuc'

North Conway
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| CITY AND 5TATE

:RENO — Two Talltiri mn ave' il ¥amossts o & wilfu, e
Mnl million lawsuits dgainst the -and “reckless disregard tortherig!m

*mkersof e%ﬁnnge, charging that nmmamwotmmuufrs,mmr-;

E*""""“*’ A »‘m ;;a

-/
7
f

ﬂle herbicide masufacturers showed ther amouhts to extreme and outrageous{
reckless and wanton disregard’’ for_ . oonduct,” the suft says._..50 o2 qags |

take served in the Army n Vietaam :

’ - Phe: g;s lgiétg::t Cour aults . _.L’WW M?, and Flémer me‘_

r 1 ?r’ ;3-

Robert Scott Fierner, n, ol nouaa nnﬂ L Thelr fttorney,- Jefﬁ'ey"l‘offol Neva-t

- Ready, mamongh otsimllqr da City, sgldmd;j t Fiernerhas de-:

“actions filed around * veloped several tamors throughout his’

-bas filed a' similar suitJn shte court. his' _body, ippauntly due to exposure to-

aworw said Friday..; R b - Agent Orange; and “has some
The two men say they suffered men personality chnnges lnd general Ill_ :

mental and physical harm from e health.”

sure to the herblcide, which was used to - hﬁm has had “mm mﬂml and

defoliate Vietnamese ungles In the hﬁe physical problems,” inclu ne

m@; .nde.ﬂymj - . ts, headuehesand depressiun, ac-

' e gk eordhgmm

> The suita, filed Thursday,eharm The coin

"8k - panies named as ileteudants
focture of ngat o,.’“""’,,g,m,l,“m“f”,ﬂm,,,‘g"g 10 the sult are: Dow Chemical Co., Mot

- 1ock Corp., Th psoninuywand Chemi-

It was dangerous. - [ 5 ;¢ g7 o (G NorthAmeﬂcanPhillipsCo and

a '!heeompnnies’hand!ingoftbechem Uniroyallnc

W ;;(f““
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. the makers of Agent Orange,

“charging that the herbicide -
~showed

"manufacturers
*reckless and wnnton
. disregard” for his safety. -

ihb The U.8. Distrist Court suit

% tions filed around the nation.
f" Blake says he sufiered
. severe mental and physical
© harm from exposure to the her-
.. bicide, which was used to
defoliate Vietnamese jungles in
‘the late 1960s and early 1970s.
+ Jbe suit filed Thursday,

e ks, e

Vletﬁnn R
veteran has filed an $11-
|"million lawsuit In Reno against

James E. Blake, 32, is-
. among hundreds of similar ac-

1‘&-“:}* Th r&,u? ,».,.. _T?.‘._' n

charges seven ebmpames in-'
volved in ‘the manufacture of
-Agent Orange with failing to

" warn soldiers handling the her-

bicnde that it was dangeroua
' ‘The companies' handling of
the ¢hemical “amounts to a

* wiliful, intentional and reckless

disregard for the rights, lives
and safety of the plantiffs, and.
further amounts of extreme

< and ontrageous conduet,” the
: ‘suit says,

Blake has had “severe emo-
tional and physical problems,
including bronehitis, seVere

. headaches and depression, ae¢-
;prging to hiz attorney. J effery
. Do

The eompanies named as
defendants in the suit are: Dow
Chemical -Co., ‘Monsanto Co.,
‘Hercules. Ine.; Diamond
.Shamrock . Corp,, Thompson

" |Hayward Chemeial Co., North

American Ph:lllps CO. and
Uniroyal Inc. - L 0

i dsiimnﬂi "ﬁ.m +
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ﬂlutstnthe sult are: .
Cb., Monsanto Co., Hercules Inc.,
Shamroekom
son Hayward Chemical Co., N

3:;¥,Amaﬂcan?himw0° azd Uniroyal
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mmhcumed or distributed Agent - mmnlsowantsnendm’sm
b a defoliant used in the Vietham  yrioreys, Gaylen Box and Robert

- o
.. : ﬂ * whatever testing was done were wil- |
i ;s mmuedwbymmpwel
v &hmmmm%m Agauto:'amwanprayedfmm
, mmm - 10any Aﬁﬂt hgu in high-combst areas in
i - acﬂmshaveintbemu ¥ Vietnam mﬁhmmm
T rHendrix is as) ﬁawhm provided m.
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worries_ only
VA By ntute FEINSILBER * = ;‘ .

MNG'!'ON (AP) Veteram asking the govem-
" ment shout Agent Orange used to get a pamphiet list-

wrewdjoxin.atoxicoontamlnentmthewemm
defoliant,

m.:;

and blood disorders, nerve dumge cancer,
- Now veterans asking about Agent Orange get a
pamphlet that says worries about dioxin are only

health effects.” The publication does not name any of
. them, .

The Veterans Adnﬂnistration said n. revlsing the
pamphlet no effort was made to tone down what veter-
ans are told abtm the possible health effects of Agent

Orange.

Dtu‘ingthewar spercentotthe landlreaofVlet-
nam was sprayed with- the herbicide to destroy Viet
Cong crops and uncover the jungle hiding places of
health questions were raised, -« —-va .o,
and a different administration,” said Larry R. Moen,
who runs the VA's public information end edncation
program on Agent Orange.

He termed the old pamphiet “somewhat outdated.
It bore a photograph of Max Cleland, the wounded
Vietnam veteran who heeded the VA in the Carter
administration, - o

Both the old and the new
facts about possible heait
established. ::

blleations mert that
amage heve not heeu

suspected. L%

knwthathmnmwhohvebeenexposedtodioxm
industrial accidents have a ific

resembles the.common forms of acne. © - .

. "In additiop, headaches, blood disorders, naueea.
alterations in liver function-and werve damage have
been reported... Some reports have suggested- that
people_exposed to dioxin have a ‘higher incidence of
-'some lorms of cancer. There are also reports that
- dioxin ¢an cause enlargement of the liver and &
o :decreage in the speed of transmission of nerve

i impupes”

L P e

- ing the diseases thathnebeenasmchtedwithexpo-_

~The publication dlecussed reporu Iinklng dioxin.
with a variety of health disorders — headaches, Hver .

hised on "a theory” it may haveé caused “delayed.

communist troops. The sprlying was ltalted after .

it I P

2“it's a different pamphlet done by di!ferent people. .

4 ~But the oid onewumh’ieaowled lbotftwbat is
Said the oid orange-eolored. pmphlet “"‘We do

spec
skin condition known as chioracne which eloeely.

l ek -71_ zJ«

ay;; Agent Orange

- -ve‘ 5‘\';!..4-4—-.

b“bsed on '‘theory’. -

'l‘ﬁe new, blue-covered publication says “During

- . 1978, a theory was ptlblicized" that veterans who were

exposed to Agent Orange “might be subject to delayed
health effects from the exposure,

"I‘heiheorywasbuedonthefectthatoneo!the
che;niah 24,57, contained minute traces of a toxic
-chemical, dioxin {TCDD) which contaminated the her-
‘hicide during the manufacturing process,

. *The contaminant dioxin’'is of concern because ani-
malstudjes have shown it to be toxic to certain species.
Like- other toxic substances, dioxin has produced a

-nurgber of sertous conditions among laboratory an}-
mal.” o5,

Moen, in an interview. sald not many oopiea of the
orange pamphiet were left and those that remained
were taken off the shelives. But, he satd, the blue pam-
phlet was not intended to replace the orange one. He
s2id the type is larger In the blue pamphlet so there
was not as much room for the detail that the orange
pamphlet had. :

Muoen noted, too, thet # second new pamphiet, with a
brown cover, has been issued to tell about medical
treatment offered veterans who believe they may have
been exposed to Agent Orange In Vietnam.

A third, to come out next month, will answer fre-
quently asked questions, he said, and another publica-
tion is planmed 10 descrlbe research under way or anti-

. cipeted

e-—' .
.
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" Agent Orange

veteran burled

RIVERSIDE Calﬂ (AP)-—AViet

- nam veteran whooe death a year ago

triggered national protests about Agent
Orange was finally buried Monday at

" the National Cemetery here in a quiet '
- ceremony attended by his son, ex-wife &
~and.a few friends.

= James Roger Hopking, 33 l’irstdrew .
national attention i March 1981 when °
he drove his jeep through the glass

“"doors of Wadsworth Veterans Adminis-
tration Hospital in Los Angeles as a
protest over what he contended was
inadequate VA care for the effects of
+the  defo Agent Orange. widely
“sedlnsidmth lobby, he j of the
\ e the lo y, umped out
". vehicle and fired nine shots from sever-
".al weapons into the walis and celling,

- and was arrested. Nobody was injured.

. He died two months later, on May 17,
1081, and his death was ruled a suicide:
Buthisbodyhadremainedintbem
;" Angeles County coroner’'s morgue for
" more than a year pending a second
. autopsy paid for by his second wife, -
- Suzanne Hopkins, who contended’ _

1 Hopkins been murdered.

Last mionth's autopsy found nothing

}newtochangetheadcideverdict

- reached at an itiqueat in November.
lNl o

-
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WASHING'FON (AP) Vetel-m

e termed the - old Ipamphlet L

t outdated,”™

Both the old a&&them

H
hwthdamm'“ cts about possible - .
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of Max Cleland, the =~ .
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;'*“ %‘” Gmum vm heulthdimders mmmri‘““&“:’r SR E Fae s K

'uﬁngthegovmenta‘m mﬂblooddim nerve damage,
Orange used to get a el. cancer. R
¢ diseases that have beet Now veterans MAM
with exposure o dioxin, a mﬁm‘ that say» '
the Vielngm a :

i

e SRS ;Orange

¢
L
§_
g

i Ve hiding places of eommunisthmg.

in revising the pamphlet wo effort The spraying was halted afi r;,

{ was made to tone down what veter- health questions were

' ans are told about the possible  “It's a different pamphlel.,dmz _'

“health effects of Agent ~---WM:M

. During. the war, 8 of the mnm

‘land area of Vietnam was sprayed who nms the VA's

with the herbicide to destroy Viet tion and education program on

Cong crops and uncover the jungle Agent Orange. .

TR [ O el lhes MBI Lok — . < . il

Saidtin erange-colored, pam- tunction and nerve damage hm :
phlet: “We do know that humans been reporied - Sommpo%u

" who have been exposed to dioxin estedthat le ex sedm

during industrial accidents have de- anhnveamhc:ﬁ:wed
velopeda ifie atin condition some forms of cancer. There. are
. kmowm as also reports that dioxin can cause
| "I*is dis. enlargemiennt tb:t the ]:t and a
L'orders,nm?u.alhraﬁnmmlim_mdmﬂmm” /
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By Mike Feimsilber - oxnfi il
EIEAV TR SENEIL T
. - 'WASHINGTON — The' Veterans Ad-
ninistration has scaled back the infor-
mation it gives inquiring veterans about
Agent Orange, dropping specific men-
tion of the diseases for which contact
with the defoliant is a suspected canse.
"-A new pamphlet names no diseases
and says veterans’ concerns spring from
. “u theory” that dioxin, a toxic contami-
pant in the herbicide, may have caused
“delayed health effects” = ' " -
* The pamphlet replaces one which lays
out the ailments that have been suspect-
ed as having been caused by dioxin —.
difficulties that range from headaches
tocancer. S ey

feront genple and a dﬁlerent am
tration,” sald Larry R. Moen of the VA
. Office of Public and Consumer Affairs,

u b

WL

, in response to questions, = .o
" Moen faid o effort was made, T e
* vising the pamphlet, to tone it down, He
~ $ald no diseases are named because the
bew version is in larger type and there
_w:ultemroomtordetaih RSN
'* . But be said further ixformation will”
be provided in forthcoming publications
~ for veterans — a question and answer

' In addition, the VA has tssued & fliet”

¥

TRl

" The new. pamphiet Is printed vith
b Nmm.%eog:mwmwa
old pamgphlet took the form: of a

from Max Cleland, a wounded
- Veie;anwhoheadedtheVAh
Clellnd'apictnm. ol .,'tm It c.».m

.-+ That publication noted that dioxin has

caused cancer, miscarriape

| neer, gés and birth
B 4o know that humans '

. been exposed to dioxin during l:gom::i:le

e Cem e e T
¥ondition known as chloracae which
;_close‘ly resembles the common forme of

acne. In addition, headaches, blood dis-
orders, nausea, alterations in liver func-
. tiod ‘and perve damage have been re-
" :W.‘&E:"’"‘;.:Tﬁ?"-' - ' ..
.. "Some reports have d that
exposed to dioxin have a higher
" incidence of some forms of cancer.
.. There are also that diexin can
t canse enla of the liver and a de-
- ¢crease in the speed of transmission of;
3 nerve S 2 '
! That information is dropped from the
" new publication. In its place, under the
Are Concerned,”

cmr

R

IEDR A

- that the veterans
~ ange when it was used in Vietnam be-

Less

s .-
T ki

“During 1978, a theory was publicized
to Agent Or-

tween 1965 and 1971 might be subject to

© delayed health effects from the expo-

sute,
. “The theory was based on the fact
| that one of the chemicals, 24,5-T, con-
" tained minute traces of a toxic chem-
~ {eal, dioxin (TCDD) which contaminated
* the herbicide during the manufacturing -
process. The contaminant dioxin is of
. concerfs because animal studies have
f' shown it to be toxic to certain species.
" Like otber toxic substances, dioxin has
_ a number of serious conditions
** among laboratory animals.” -
An estimated 84,000 American Viet-
pam veterans have sought and taken a
" special medical exam at VA hospitals to
, see if they suffer from effects of expo-

are. :

The VA's position is that no link has
been established between Agent Orange
and any disorder except chloracne, a 3e-

e - o~ EEIY
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Veterans Administration has scaled
back the information it gives inquir-
A

ing veterans mbout Agent X

foliant is a suspected cause,-
A new pamphiet names no
and-says veterans’ conceins

#pring
from “a th ¢

™ that dioxin, g toxi

‘cointaminant in the herbicide, may
have caused delayed health effects.

The pamphiet replaces one which

:lnyi-put the ailments that have been

.distributed in VA regional

suspected as having been caused by
dioxin -~ difficulties that range from
hes to cancer. Co
“It's & different pamphiet done by
différent people and a different ad.
ministration,” sald Larry R. Moen of
the VA’s Office of Public and Con-
sumer Affsirg,
tioms..

~ Moen said o effort was made in
revising the pamphlet to tone it
doq:a.l-le:sgjd no diseases were
named beckuse
J larfertypeandthere was lesg
room for details,

; But be sald further information -

info

e
diseapes -

In response to ques.

‘the new version way -

wi‘rm‘ti()ll

ofi Ageint Orange dangers

' The old publication poted that
dioxin had cauged cancer, miscars
rages and birth defects in Iaboratory

We do know that humans who

.animals and added:
. 'have been #xposed to dioxin during

industrial accidents
¢kin condition known as chloracne,
which closely resembles the common
torms of acne. In addition, head-

have developed a

~ aches, blood disorders, nausea, alter-

atlons in liver function and nerve
damage have been reported. .

“Some reports have suggested that
people exposed to dioxin have a high-
er incidence of some forms of cancer.
There are also reports that dioxin can
Cauge enlargement of the liver and a
decrease jn the speed of transmission
0f nerve Impulses.” . . .

That information is dropped from
the new l]’:mbllmticm. In its place,
under the heading, “Why People Are
Concerned,” it says: -

“During 1978, & theory was pubii-
cized that the veteraps exposed 10
Agent QOrange when it was used Iy
Vietnam between 1965 and 197
might be subject to delayed health

ould be ‘provided in forthcoming’ “effects from the exposure.

tiong — a question and an-

pu
pcmph!et dewllng

swer sheet and g

‘regearch efforts, . .

In sddition, the VA has issued &
flyer telling about medical treatment
nvaﬂ:gel; to v::enmho betieve
that may have €xposed to
Agent Orange in Vietnam. They

oftices.

“The theory was based on the fact
that one of the chemicals, 24.5T,
contained minute traces of a toxic
chemical, dioxin (TCDD), which con-
taminated the herbicide during the
manufacturing process. The contami-
nant dioxin is of concern becauu}
animal studies bave shown it to be
boxic i6 certain species.” . I

e
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rans about Agegs Orange, dropping specific mention of
ﬂumnrmmmmmmb-
s -guspected cause. .-
8 Ampmpﬂdmummwmw
5 mmttm“aw that dioxin, a towic
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whwmwm“w, :

od health efects .
The pamphlet replaées dne which lagetut the allments

Lithat heve hoen suspected as having besm cawsed by -
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5 questions.
Moen said no effort was made, in revising the pam-
Mhmnm&nﬁmdm“m
. ‘bocease the new version is in larger type and there was
Jess room for details,
But be said further information will be provided in

fovthcoming

anawer sheet and p pasophiet detailing research eflorts,
 In addition, the VA has issved a flyer telling abhout -
yinedical trestment available to. veterans who believe
ﬂnymatheheenapond Agent Orange in Viet-
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Agent Orange detalls S Ii

o when m
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™ ) h:wedokmwvﬂﬁ:hmmmsQMo Nm“ﬁfm"mm"nﬂggiﬂﬁ:ﬂ
r-headaches to cancer. | s ve been dioxin dering : by
"rt*nmmmm% ,<suwsnbcum mu-s) incustriar aoctaons have Geveloped 3 1971, whea I3 million gallons 18 el
" : ' mmﬁc skin condition known as ms"p“ to anm“"_“ "

aches, blood Bauses, from effects of
ations ia liver function and ‘nerve: o e{fee “mum‘mmm}
m ve 'elmm

.heen between Agent Or-' '~
LIt ﬁ
boen :Isomentmedlhatcusotun- pnge and any disorder ;xgep(&

) That information is not in the new’ od to dennuivelywhethsa :
pnbllcatimlnstead.itsays 1k exists: No claims for disability **
lm.atheoryuwghn- onmpensat‘mbased,on,emtq-i_
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Agent Orange Fo

. By Mike Pelnailber 5. 155 -‘-‘-',.L "lt’sammmbym -mmmmwwhw

BTt L R IR ,.nf ERES) ferentpeophnda_dmm admlnik*”vmm.ﬁeyaredntﬁbutulinVAw
. WASHINGTON — “T'ie Vetérans Ad- &aﬂon'mumnmmmws mﬁﬁmmmmmww
inithistration-has scaled-backthe infors mofmmmcmqmﬁm

, TAtion it Inqutring veterans e inrespomto questiona.~' The. new s with
S, speeiﬁcw . uﬂmeﬁmwmﬁeﬂpmﬂmm mmwzlm ‘_

Orange,
mwwmwwmm' vislngﬂnepmﬂnet,htmeltmne Theoldpnmphlettooktheformota
; WA Whlmm . said no liseases are namod because the  message from Max Cleland, a wounded.
Sl hedr pﬂhpﬂetmwm.”nevwsimhiuhrgerwmm Vietnam veteran who beaded the VA in-
b sayiveterany’ concerna spying fromi mlmmmfot‘dnuﬂs. Sy, ~the Carter Administration. It carried; ;.
%Wmmamw " But he said-fgrther information Will  Cleland’s picture.'
‘sait in i herbicide, may have thused . be provided tn forthcoming publications mtpummmmimm“

“*The parniphlet onbwhichlays - sheet and research. ; “defects A
lmm mm "fo a,pnmphletdetmlhs 190: ¢ ‘hhboratmyanimalsandqdd-
d'ﬁhmmnu\sbdbymd, amweVAhasMaﬂﬂ' “Wehkm'thathnmamwhom
a!ﬁulﬂds‘thtnnne kgngabont med:nal munentm heenexpasedtodiodnduﬂngindusﬁ-hl
ogitiptp, HARTM] 10T ; . et PN s bave developed a specific siip

“” o -_.:.."._‘."-"",

il,i [ i ELERS
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w. .

“Some teports have suggested’ that
peopleapmdmdminhavoahigher
-incidence of some -forms .of cancer.
There are also reports that dioxin can -
umemlgrmnnto‘thenmandado-
creaseintbelpeedo!trmm ‘

*dainged beatth effects ™ 257l Wl . for yeterans — 8. question and answes - caused cancer, nﬂacaﬂhgesandbirth‘nm

impulses.”
mtmmmuamumme
new publication. In its place, under the

.l;uding.“WhyPeoplemcomemd.l

"Dnrhgmubeorywpublimeﬁ
that the veterans exposed to-Agent Or-’
ange when it was used in Vietnam be-:

“tween 1965 and 1971 mightbaubjectto' :

delayed hezlth eM!roqltheequ-
sure. ’ _ ’ . i
“The theory was based on the fact .

a that ome of the chemicals, 245-T, coq-

tained minute traces of a toxic ehem-

'MLMGEDD)MMM

SOURCE

THE CHATTANOOGA TIMES w process, The. contaminant dioxin, is of

shown it to be foxic to cestain species.
Like other. toxic substances, dioxin has
pmdueedanmnberofseﬂomcondiﬁou
~among laboratory animals.” - -
An estimated 84,000 American Viet-
nam veterans have sought and teken a
medicalexamatVAhodpitalsto

special _
_ seeiftheym‘fertmmeﬂectao!expo-
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Nam Veterans “in

> Maifie are urged to take ad-

- vantage of the extended

" program for Agent Orange
ing examinations, -
*An additional $8,000 hag

H
‘been made available
legislation I -

*through
,"recemiv signed for the
' Maine Agent Orange Infor-
madion Commitiee to con-
tinue efforts to reach ap-
proximately 15,000
veterans whotomugAl;ave

exposed ent
Orange  defoliant during

ent Orange pr

service in . Viet' Nam,”

Governor Jose
nan said recently,

ed of representatives from
the state of

E. Bren-

Maine,"

;examinations

Veterans Administration -

officials and members of
veterans service organiza-
tions, Is credited by Com-
missioner Michael Petit of

Maine Department of
Human Services as
‘number one in the nation

in terms of providing infor- .

mation and encouraging

r—————

Viet Nam veterans to ob-
tain Agent Orange ex.
aminations.”

The examinations in-
clude complete -physical
and
laboratory tests.
screening is part of the
Agency Orange Regamr s

ge ange try to
estgll:ﬁ;h a base for
treatment arid research on
the effects of the chemical.

‘“Maine has been a leader
-in responding to the Agent
Orange ¢
itiative shown here to su
port our. veterahs is

L

‘amination,”

enge. The in-

sincere. ' 'We want \tg/

roject extended for veterans

minimize the threat of :

Agent Orange, and the best
way to do that is for
veterans to undergo ex-

said,

The ™

the governor

*

.
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"

s ber delegation will viglt Vietnam this. °
" week in a second attempt by Vietnam _~
_ War veterans to learn thetajeof 3
* missing American servicemen and dis-
* “cuss the effects of Agent. Orange on .
those exposed to the defoliant.’..'.; ».WJ:-

R e - o w

trip that will bring the
.“Seigon.

- ganization ‘of former servicemen. The

1" seaman and director of VVA’S Wash-
ington office, sald the group planned to

T e R e

_'posal allowing American and Vietnam- .
" ‘ese scientists to work together in Viet-. -

' whether dioxin damaged the heaith
. GIs who entered sprayed areas. Many'

) dltions to exposure 5

Veterans head
for Vletnam

WASHINGTON (AP) — A nine-mem-

New York theatrical producer .Toeeph
Papp, founder, producer and director™:
of the New York Shakespeare Festival, -
isamemberofthedelegaﬁon. A

Friday. The visit to Vie tnam
a week and to include
Hanoi and Ho __hﬁ[_inh__c_ity._ﬂflprme_rly_

The visit is the second sponsored
Vietnamn Veterans of America, an or- -
first occurred in December. it wes
quietly arranged last fall in visits N
Vietnamese ofﬂclalslnl.ondouandat _
the United Nations by Robert Muller, ;’

“John", Terzano. a former Nevy
Iay before Vietnamese officlals a pro- -

nam studying themheelth of people
exposed to Agent Orange, a
containing the toxic dloxin..

- The U.8. government is investiamﬁ

veterans attribute adveree health eon-

e N
“I-,- W

&"-‘I

osslble defo
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which
Ihﬁvebeen
been

{
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form

e
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wunmemn (AP) i-e*‘ih
Veterans Administration has
scaled hect the iﬁfm'meﬁon it

gives inquiring

AgentOrenge,
% for

which mtact with the detollant

knmpectedcauu.

-& new pamphlet names o

diseasee says_vetermeog‘-

the berbicide, may have

-Emised “delayed bealth effects,”

Iays out the ailments that
suspected as having
caused by dioxin - dif-

P

| by different
-ferent administration,” sald

"Larry R. Moen of the VA's Of-
fice of Public and Consumer

questions.
Moen said no effort was made,

in re
it down.

the hiet, to tone
e saimpdleeases are

| named because the new version
1 is in larger type and there was

less room for

But he said further informa- -

pamphlet detemng re- -
eﬂorg.ﬂ

- In addition, the VA has !ssued
4 telling about medical
- treatment available to veterans
'who believe they may have been

ER

, They are distributed in VA

E

<
a

tnam veteran who headed the
VA in the Carter Administration.
It carried Cleland’s picture,

* That publication noted Ihat'_,

e

- ’ *u—h.-ma.-\— A .I,;,. rh-

‘.

hantnSk

. known as

posed to Agent Orange in Viet-:

R

ation

LT

lr.'--

ARt sty M P -."_.'

_dioxin has caused cancer, mis-
“carriages and. birth defects in
laboratory animals and sdded:
. +*We do know that humans who
have been to dioxin dur-
ing industrial accidents bave de-
veloped a ¢ skin condition
acne which close-
ly resembles the common forms -
of acne. In addition, headaches,
‘blood * disorders, nausea, alter-
damage bave boen reported .
age have
“‘Some reports have suggested
that people exposed to dioxin
have a higher incidence of some
forms of cancer. There are also
reports that dioxin can cause
enlargement of the liver and a
decrease in the speed of trans-
mi;;!aon iffo nerv:i im St
t rmation is dropped
from the new publication. In its

place, under the heading, “Why
People Are Conoemed," it says:
1978, a theory was

publicized that the veterans ex-
posed to Agent Orange when it
was used in Vietnam between
1965 and 1971 might be subject to
delayed health effects from the
ure,

“The theory was based on the
fact that one of the chemicals,
2,4,5T, contained minute {races
toxic chemical, dioxin

turing process. The contaminant
dioxin i3 of concern because
animal studies have shown it to

" be toxic to certain species. Like
other - -toxic substances, dioxin
has produced & number of seri-
: ouacond’i,tiomemonglehpratory
' “Moen sald not many copies of
Cleland pamphlet were lett
those that remained were

E
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Pamiphlet tells’
q‘ﬂ't ut Agent Orange

‘WASEING‘I‘ON (AP) - 'l'he Veterans Ad-
ministration has scaled back the information it
- “glved lnqumﬂ:etenns sbout Agent Or

ing ention of the diseases for
whi conuctwiththe delolimtls a suspecwd
cause, v

A new amphlet names no diseases and says
, veteransP concerns spring from “a theory" that
. dioxin, a toxie cointaminant in the herbicide,
may have caused “delayed health effects.”

o e pamphlet replaces one which lays out the
.‘silments that have been suspected as having
been caused by dioxin — ditﬂculties that range
. from headaches to cancer. _- _
- “It's a different pamphlet done w different

ple and.a ditferent admlnistra on,” sald
, n,uoenonheu'somootrubncm

[ Coamumer Altairs also has issued !Iy telling bout

' 8 issued a Nyer a
i me&cdhaMmt available to veterans who
" belleve they may have beén éxposed to Agent
1 'Orange in Vietnam, They are distrmuted inva
, rﬁnﬂ offices and in response to inquiries,

t one knows how many GIs were exposed to
Agent Orabge from 1962 to 1971, when 12 million
. gallons were sprayed to k:lllVletConzeropc
and strlp away jungle cover concealing com-
] tro&u. An estimated 8 percent of the
_ land aﬁ: “ow Vg:;nam was sprayed. TI:;
| opera when there were reports
] hﬁh numbers. of miscarriages among rural
\, Vietnamese women, -
—-An- estimated ' 84,000 Amerlcan Vietoam
ans have aihd taken &- special
cal exam at YA tllltomitthey suf.
rom pﬂeetsdemm . AT e T
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WASHINGTON (AP} ~ The Veter-" -blood vs, nausea, alterations in
"ans Administration hes scaled back the  liver function and nerve damage have
 information it gives inquiring veterans ~ beenreported... - " - o
about Agent Orange, dropping specific* . *‘Some reporis have suggested that
mention of the diseases for which cor=. ‘people exposed to dioxin have a higher

cause, s o oerTren oo ‘There are also reports that dioxin can
. A new pamphlet names no diseases  cause enlargement of the liver and a
and says veterans’ concerns spring - decrease in the speed of transmission
from “a theory” that dioxin, a foxic. ofnerve impulses.” o

cointaminant in the herbicide, may:. That information is dropped from’
- have caused “‘delayed healtheffeets” . the new publication. In its place, under
I“*~ The parhphilel feplaces one " The’
| lays out the ailments that have been  cerned,”

—

* The' lieaditig, ““Why “People” Ate-Cor:.

-Or‘ange_ disns
PR e o

tact with t}:eﬁgfqliant‘iq,a sugpected  incidence of some forms of cancer.

»

i. suspected as having been caused by - “Duri 1978, a theoryﬁaspublb
gdioxin <~ difficulties that range cized that the veterans exposed to-

' headaches to cancer. ~ ©. - . Agent Orange when it was used in Viet-
.. - “It's a different pamphiet done-by ~ nam between 1965 and 1971 might be
. different people'and a different admin- * subject to delayed health effects from
' istration,” said Larry R. Moen of the - theexposure. . . .. . - .
VA’s Office of Public and Consumier Al- . “The theory was based on thefact
- fairs, inresponse toquestions. " - : that one of the chemicals, 2,4,5-T, con-
~ Moen said no effort was made, inre-  tained minute traces of a toxic chemi-
vising the pamphilet, fo tone it down. He  cal, dioxin (TCDD) which contaminat-
" said no diseases are named decause the  ed the herbicide during the manufac-

new version.is in larger type and there’  turing process. The contaminant dioxin -

- was lessroom fordetails. - * ¢+ ' is of concern because animal studies

" But he said further information will have shown it to be toxic to certain .

“'be provided inforthcoming publica-. 'species. Like other toxic substances,
* fjons for veterans -—a question and an- dioxin has produced a number of seri-
, swer sheetanda pamphlet detailing re-  ous conditions among laboratory ani-
. sethefforts_.x__,rm.” e s mals,” ;- -

* " n addition, the VA has issued 8’ Moen said not many copies of the
;gnyertellingabmnmedicaln-éagmpnt Cleland pamphiet were left and those
i available to veterans who believe they  that remained were taken from the
i may have been exposed to Agent Or-  racks. e '

1inmregiorullott‘icm;amdiltlrwesp'omat@ exposed to Agent Orange from 1962 to
 to inquiries. e sec s va.e oo 1971, when 12 rmillion -gallons were
.+~ JThe new pamphlet is printed witha  sprayed to. kill Viet Cong crops and
" Blue cover: Theold one wasorange, - - :-strip away jungle cover concealing

| ange in Vietnam, They are distributed ~ No-one knows how many Gls were

. It took the form of a message from . communist troops. An estimated 8 per- -

- Max Cleland, a wounded Vietnam ve--- cent of the land area of South Vietnam

teran who headed the VA in the Carler . was sprayed. The operation stopped

. Administration. It carried Cleland’s _‘when there were reports of high num-
' SV T T b of miscarriages among rural Viet-

has caused cancer, miscarriages and . An estimated 84,000 American Viet:
‘<birth defects in laboratory animals and .. pam veterans have sought and taken a
Daddeds - ;" ¢ special medical exam at VA hospitals
£ e doknow thathumans who Jiave 4o see if they suffer from effects of ex-
! been exposed to dioxin during industri.~ posure.. r - S S
' a accidents have developed a specific -~ .. TheA's position is that no link has
. skin ‘condition. known as chioracne’ heen established between Agent Or-
. which: closely esembles the common * ange and any disorder except chior-
/Sorms of acne. In addition, headaches, . acne, argevere skinrash.is | ¢
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5 > The pempalicéfiacit one that . Will' b6 jrovided in forthoming * orange.
(gm deacribes mmm .publications fof veterans 8 ques- ° 'meoldpubumionalnnoud

T ARmAT i ok Aculad hack | :”m head 10 cancer’ — in’, ' tion-and-answer sheet and ‘s pam:., fthatdioxinhascamdmmmjs-
M@Wumﬁwﬁmmww phiet that detafisresearch efforts, ,, * carriages and birth defécts I labo- |

m,mw; epoul i:mgm_:-'ﬁi"‘u" a:adiffersnt Mﬂ"' t done® ™ The VA also bay issued 2 flyer - - Fatory anlmals and added: "We do
@mmmmmqﬁw diffesent peopla w'ﬂq"‘g that describes medical treatment - umw"”"“m“mm";m hiave heen
- , - N e e .. available to veterans who delieve:’ ‘trial accidents hay
avthey may have been exposed to °d”lmump°d"
.~Agent Orange in Vietnan. The fiy- :mw :d‘lumulpmmbl:
mmmmemphmmsaidno " mmmm“f“ fad “um’,'mwzmmmnfmdmhaddu
- esponse “hlood , disorders,

-~ disoades are named-bocause the® -1 "= cug s rat v | iy 008 héadoches,
2 £ o Ve U nanm! Mterations in Yver. func-
S mMpmhieH!bﬂnted, tionandne;mdama‘” . beeny

‘with a blue cover, muldone was
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'ton es do 71 That inferfoation is dropped from the new
23 b - , ipubucauoﬁ. In its place, under the headmg.
- ’*“&3‘3 w....-m, ' : “Why People Are Conéerned.” it says: -

*'-' . »"‘ ' . *During 1978, a theory was publluzed that the
ow exp a l n \.etemas exposed }oAg&nt Orange when it was
"“'":m'%*' 2] L i between 1965and 1871 might be
mm m.. o me"‘ ¥ ?-,5,, " -»ma h-r.; -; :: e wflsls{ﬁd hegt}fh pf ectjgf\%om the expo-
l' Q n g ¥ Wiis on tHe fact that one of
w m AP T Vertemas At "?oi‘::‘“‘é‘h '?m@ﬁ TTCDIY which contamms.
Al iAPj-TheV fg-f 4 chem n ich contami-
mﬂmﬂ Back the informmg:n‘n *givu " nated the herbicide Buring the manufacturing
who inquire about Agent Orange, drop-/ process. The contaniinant gioiin is.of concern
gng specifie mention of the Iseases the def hecm;e animal sfudies have shown ft.to be toxic
ant is suspectettof cansing, - ool oL 705 Micertain 3 Like dther toxic substances,
A new pamphlet namesm diseases ahd a dloxm has pmduca{a nuglhg:’:r serious condi-

Vete: " tions a ratory anim SR
ane ‘m contamipagtintheher m m Moen'said hot many copies o(th?Clﬁénd pam:
mn ﬂ‘delayed health ﬂ;é Ay ’ .-,: F:,m g:': mk?d ‘those that.remain yggm ;ak.en

1 phceg out the m

ai ave m:pec s ha,;" " No'oné wshwﬁanfGlsWGre to
been caused by dioxm P dltflcuma ihat range Agem Ofange trom 1962 to 1971, when 1 rmlllon
 from hepdaclies'to cancer; . - .y hiwi, 7ac - lons were sprayed to kill:Viet Cong crops and
T 'sa [mm pa hiet ﬂm .by di"mut &tl‘l'p away-jungle cover concealing ¢ommunist

mp

ople arid a ditferent administration,” said Lar--

Maoen of the VA's Office of Public and
imer Affairs, in 10 questions, .

* Moen said no effort was mide, in revising the
yamphlqt. totoneifdown. Hesaid uodiseases are
named because the new version is in lag-gerty_pe

and there was less room for details. - »

- But hesaid further information wﬂlbe provld-
ed in forthcoming publications for veterans —a
question and answemheetanda pamphletdeml
ing research-efforts. :

-In addition; the VA has issued a ﬂyer tellmg
about medical treatment available 1o vaterans
who believe they may have beén. exposed to
Agent Orange in Vietnan1. They are distributed .

\hl .
_.,‘, v.-z

is prli_:u.'qwithtbiuecover

.7 {1‘*
The ne pamp‘hlet
The old dhe was ora §

impulses.”¥

I the form of a" n\émge from ‘Max
C!elam wounded Vietnam veteran who head-
edtheVAintheCamr adminislratmn. lt carried
Cleland S picture, . -,

That pulification noted that dioxiA Has caused
cancer, miscurriages and bmhdeteetsin labora-
tor and added; -

expom} 1ol dioxin «during industrial accidents
‘have develgped aspecitic skin condition known
as chioracde whith closely resembles the com-
mon formsof actie, Inaddition, headaches, biood-
disorders, nausea, alterations in liver fuuction,
and nerve damage have been reported ;.. ’
“Some reports have suggested that peg?le exe
?osed to dioxin have & higher incidence of some
orms of cancer, There are also reports that diox-
in cap cause énlargement of the liver and a de-
crease in

;2& VAre onal otficc;s and in response to. mquir- ‘.

roogs . An estimated 8percent of the land area of
South Viethaiw was ‘sprayed. The' ‘opetation
stopped when thefe were reports of high num-
bers-of- miscamiages among ru:al Vietnamese
women. .-
emi:eﬂmm America Vietnam veter-
ans have sgught and taken a special medicat
exam at VA hospitals to see if they sufrer from
effects of ¢ ure, i
‘Thé VA's position is that no link has been
established between Agent Grange and any dis-
order exceptchloracne, butresearchisneededto
establish whether a link exists. No claims for
disability tompensation ‘based on exposure to
Agent Omgeﬁve been honored, -

fh.ﬁ. uh e‘.\ . .-.“-‘u;-_.
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.do know that’ humans w‘ho have' beetr
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- clusea tdelayed helltlr

_ does not namy any of them. -,

Tbe Veterans Adminis-
&aﬁwuidhmiﬁngthe
| pamphlet ng effort was ! ;
made to tone down what
veterans are fold about the
possible health eﬂ‘eets ot
Agest Orange. - .

o the land ares of Vietnam
was gprayed with the herbl-
cide to Viet Cong

g g
fili

ist troops. The spraying
waik Dalted after health ]
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_ effects." The publication ;-

Dnﬁngthepu,tperemt | ‘

questions were raised.
. “lt'udiffuutpamphlet |
done by different people
and a different sdministres
_ tion,” said Larry R. Moek, .
| who runs the VA's pyblic fa- -

*. - Ha termed the 0ld pam-
phiet ‘‘somewhat out
- daited.” It bore 8’ w
pq:l: of Max adnd. tho

wlb lllt
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tloiu l’oi‘“m of canm;
! There are also reports that
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M of the liver und & do-
mhthemedotm
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iasd ot that emaioed

thkenoﬁthe shelves.  ispied to tell about medical

Em.hmd , the blue pam- treatment offered veterans
mmtinmdedtore- who believe they may have
the orange one. He heen exposed to Agent
-..nﬁtlutypeislargcﬂnthe Orange in Vietnam.
pnmplﬁetsoﬂmewu Atlrltﬂ.toeomeoutnext

; lloenmted tno.thata tion i planned
mundnewpamphletwithmearchunderwayonnﬁ
;‘imeover Imbeen cipat.eﬂ - ;__.__-_'_ﬁ[
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fon Agent Orange ll Is

g e 7 "“‘::;;‘r‘;h""”’ ;@ e &’”en"”""m&‘&‘“&%‘ e by %‘i“‘;ﬂ“
oz, nn,, g Ch ‘245T,. ¢ for ty com: on
; .‘ﬂ : i%lndlis& tained: minuté iraces of & WXIC : based on éxposure to’ Agent Orange |
AW theoldmmlgt"sumo- ’chemlonL .dipxin (TCDD)  Which - havée been hon FiOo. TN T
A DR " eontammmd the herbicide du;lns A 1981 law requires the VA to pro-
- O me w& qut- ;memmtmrmsprm . vide medical care to any Vietnam era -
ETHY _,ﬁ;,lde_*veterm who “maybave been ex-
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o effo e er fap and
Qo Whigr vetetehs were yold ‘about %
»me:,ém_ ¢:hesith eftects of Agent: stod(hat .
roratgs 2 e o the e ormuot ance.
;v Dl war, 8 pércent of the *" pome Tot cer.
" - Land area of Vie sprayed “Therearealsorepomthatdioxln "qamveterans

The-herbicide wd]y 10 de- . .can cause enlargement of the tver “a special medical exam aVA hpspl-
Vi tals to see if they suffer lrom effects:

w

: # i'/'tth 4 o

1 L g S1rQy:Vi mmmd‘unmer the .- and a decrease in the speed of trans-

Hk ,_-.junglehidlnsplmes uoow,' mission of nerv: perve impulses.” - of exposure.

" The spnyingmha}tedaﬂer health. . The new publication says, “During : The VA's position is that no link
! umstmw "1978, s theory was publicized” that, . has been established between Agent

R O qxftmnt pnm hlet done by ;. veterans who were exposed 10 Agent . Orange and any disorder exce except chilo-

-,-",' '.':,-'qﬂferem dlfferam | Orange “might be sU bject o dehyed * yacne, asevere skin rash, but that

g " sdministrati 1arry R Moen., health elfects from the exposure.  vesearch is needed t0 establish defin-
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Vietnam vet’s death
remains clouded |ssue’

‘,Anex-mminewhoae&ath inspired a uwmmammmmmm )
land hunger strike by Vietnam veterans has Vietnam War. He said the Veterans Administsas.

Shebenweshermsband.whoahot‘wavm "*1 have a widow's of $300 & monthV
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'atforhs. 'l‘hat!iubhcauonnoted that dminlm
nuud cancer, miscarriages and birth de-

WM a!nﬂqbln {ed: in Jaboratory animals and added:

thgymsylnva *“We & know that humans who have

_ - Besn exposed to dioxin during industria)
| apcidenta have developed a specific skin
condition known . as chloracne which
membles the common fonm of

~ _.rn..
'} i:' [ N s o - -
__L.n.wlab.'f"}. N T T T D
5
e
1
LY



!

“¢@) HERALD ® ‘
i i ST ERMORE, CA |
Cobwhma g T Hay 26, 1982

TR
..... Ry "

g_',‘l(‘ Y

ple birth defocts;

' of disabled &

shier het danghisr:

11"ate RS
|* “Wewerm‘tmadatallheforea\gent

e
.36 _said, “When we found out ., itwaslikeallthemhs

¥
a8 . ok
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exposure; that they
ehlld; that Ryanmight
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Anﬂ’ﬁey weré angered agaln ‘when the Veteran’s
Admlnistrauonrefusedtocomedez\xentmnnge might
ilinexses in veterans and

‘s VA has'declined to pay for related treatments. It

ﬂnn-'- wasmluntﬂ 1979 that Congress mandated a study of

18,000 veterans toleam I.he poaslhle in effects of Agent
i 28

intthewoundhadheenrlppedﬂf"
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|" speciﬁcmentlonofthediseu;nﬁ mmhﬂmwmthebm
contaetwuhthewonmmmpem fo Agent Orange in Vietnam. They are dis-

‘eanse. Cor Silaeg e trlhutedinVAreglonaloﬂ ponse
Anewpamphletnameanodisemaadu W,ll‘:g"lﬁ% e remandiare

. veterans’ concerns spring new pamphlet is

tlnt dioxin, -a toxic eointaminantumz cover. Theoldongmmm‘mm_

ma “ s et .
yhaveeamad delayadw umaulormotamessagefromhlax

m euonewhiuh Cleland, a wounded. Vietnam veteran who
the o M"""m e ""““‘ beadgdtheVAlnthabartuAdnﬁnismuon. it
hvlngbeencauadbydloxin-- icultieg carTied Cleland’s picture.
ﬁggtrang:“ffrom headaches to cancer. . eam publication noted m:bi‘:f&m has
’s a different pamphlet done by different cancer, miscarriages an defects
peopl nd o difisrent .mg{im T _in laboratory animals and added:
rry oen VA’sOfﬂeeofPubucm “We do know that humans who fave been
. " Consumer Affairs, in pometo1:esum exposed to dioxin during industrial accidents
+" Moen said po effort was -have developed a specific skin pondition
the pamphlet, to tone it down He said po known as chloracne which closely resembles
mdimmmmdbecamthenewvm]‘ the common forms of acne. In addition, head-
largertypeanqtherewgslmmfw i.lm blood disorders, nausea, alterations in
__-Idatails. vt anl c e - mfunctlonandnerv
5 Butjeﬁidﬁrtherinformationwmu W 17 (Amege have been
:}'___ Ll e, L mg s e o el g% :

CowE M ST

Ees 4t . L s e

“Someuportahave suggested tlutpeople
exposed to dioxin have a higherincidmee of
» sorpe forms of cancer. There are also Tru
“ that diexin can cause enlargement of the liver
andadmaseinthespeedoftransmmionof
< perve impulses.”’.
-':'_ Thatinlormatioaisdroppedfmmtbenew
} publication, In itscplace, under the lseadlns.
t y People Are Concerned,” it says:
‘Dnrhlg 1978, a theory was publicized that
- uposed to Agent Orange when it .
_wasusedanieﬂnambetweenl%iéndlﬂl
might be subject to delayed health etfects
'immtheexposm
v ‘l‘betheorywasbasedonthefactthatone
“of the chemicals, 2,4,5-T, contained minute
“traces of a toxic ehemical dioxin (TCDD)
which eoutaminatedtheherbicideduringthe
. manufacturing process. The contaminant

.~ WASHINGTON = The Vetecans amm- pamphiet ¢ research efforts.
-;mmmmm-mmu luddiﬁw.tbe A bas issued telﬁn’
' gives-inquiring veterans about Agent about medical avaﬂ:h{leyg veter- 00
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'* gives inquiring veterans abouk&xw-onng-
drog specific mention of the diseases
¢whi

contact with the defoﬁaot isa snspected
~cause, 23

A pew pamphlet namesno dlaeases and sayu
. '-*’%teram concerns spring from "a
that- dioxin, a toxic cointaminant in
TR U Ty
iy 'the ts- that have been sus as
having been caused by dioxin — iculties
- that range from headaches to cancer. =
 “Its a different pamphlet done by djffemu
{ Eople and a different administration,” said
rTy R. MoenoftheVAsOff:ceofPublleand
Consumer Affairs, in
Moen said no effort was made,
the pamphlet, to tone it down. He said no
are named because the new version Is
in larger type and there was loas room for
details.

% Buthesaidfurtborinformatlonwﬂlho

tﬁestions
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Agent Oran
R vidatin]
Mtad Press .. 1&@41@ J tl.a&nzm.m < 3 question &

*: WASHINGTON < ‘The Veterans Adminis<: -pam htdeuﬂlng
tration bas scaied back the. information it : Inlddiﬁomthe Ahasissuedafl

bout medical treatmerit avallable to veter-
mwhobeﬁmtheymayhavebeeo
to Agent Orange in Vietnam. They are dis-
wbuteain\f&mgiomlomceamdiorespom
Tbenewpamphetbpﬂntedwithabme

oover :l'heo!done"&poﬂﬂﬁe«
Jherblcide, may have caused “delayed health UV took the form of a

e Ryl

message
_“ phlet replam one which lays out Cleland, a wounded Vietnam veteran who.

fromMax

_headed the VA in the Carter Administration. It
carried Cleland's X

That publication noted that dioxin has
" caused cancer, miscarriages and birth defects
in laboratory animals and added: -

“We da:o kgow th:t humans who]ha::ld been
exposed loxin during industrial accidents
a specific skin condition

knowo as chloracne which closely resembles -

the common forms of acne. In addition, head-
aches, blood disorders, rausea, alterations in

: wrfunctionmdnervedamgehavebeen
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“Some, reports have suggested that le
. exposed tp dioxin have a higher incsdempof

" some forms of cancer. There are also

_that dioxin can cauge eolargement of the liver

'andadeomasemthes
nerve impulsas.” - peed IR ton of
f That information is trom‘thenew

Publloatioo In its place. under the heading,

‘Why People Are Co it says:

E “During 1978, a theory was publicized that

, the veterans exposed to Agent

Orange when it

{ was used in Vietnam between 1965 and 1971
. might be subject to delayed health’ effects

theexposum. Co e

-

*’ theorywasbasedonthefactthatone.
of the chemicals, 2,4,5-T, cqutained finute

traceo of a toxic
r»which contaminated the herbicide durin

chernical,’ dioxin (TCDD)_

manufaeturing process. The contaminaot
oxin is of concern becayse avimal studies
| have shown it to be toxic Lo certain species.

Like other to

xic substances, dioxin has pro-

rdm:ecla number of aerions condltjons among

laboratory animals,

* Moen said not many coples of the Clelaod
remained

phletwereleftandthooethat
;'eretakenfrom theracks.
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amphlet tellsfi
‘ah ut Agen )

, wasmcmN (AP) “The Veterm Ad-
mlnhtratjon has scaled back the information it
- ing veterans about Agent Oranfor
pgins specific mention of the diseases
whi eontact wlth the deloliant is a suspectod
cause. ;

" Anew pamphlet names no dlseases and says
" veterans’ concerns spring from “a theory” that
. -dioxin, a toxic cointaminant in the herbicide,
m have caused “delayed health effects.”
pamphlet replaces one which lays out the
aﬂments that have been suspected as having
been caused by dioxin 4 d:lﬁeultiea that range
" from headaches to cancer. . ..
. “It's a ditferent pamphlet done by dlﬂerent _
. ﬁ:lpl_ya and a different administration,” said
R. Moen of the VA'.OMudPubuc nnd
‘Consumer Affairs
-~ 'The VA also has tssued 2 tlye.r telling about i
r medical treatment avatlable to veterm who |
:; believe they may have been exposed to Agent |’
; Orange in Vietnam, They are distriputed in VA
re il offices and in response to'inquiries.
: knows how many GIs were exposed to
Agent ange from 1962 to 1971, when 12 million
. gallons were sprayed to kill Viet Cong crops |
£ and ltrlp Away jungle cover concealing com.
' . An estimated 8 percent of the
£ hnd area of South Vietnam was sprayed. The |
ration uoppedwheathm were reports of
m numbers of milcarriages among rural
é‘ Vietnlmese women, .
An estimated u.ooo Amorican Vietnaim
have t and taken a special
medlcnxmm at VA talstq mif thqy sut-
P 1 ] _
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. ‘Srw (AP)—Veteram
‘agking the government about Agent
.Orange used to get a pamphlet listing «
Abe diseases that have been associat-
to dioxin, a toxic .
‘contaminant in the Vietnam defoll-
‘ait. e g TR
: 2 The publication discussed reports
Iinhng dioxin with a variety of heaith-
disorders—headaches, liver and blood
disorders, nerve damage, cancer,. .~
- - ¥ Now veterans asking about Agent
'Oranse get a pamphlet that “says
worries about dioxin are based only
‘o “a theory” it may have caused

""r‘ﬂk

"delayed health effects.” The publiu- ‘

tion does not natme any of them. -

= The VeteransAduumstratmnsaid
In-revising the pamphlet no effort
mmadewtmedown what veter-

‘s are told about the possibe bealth

’%

of Agent Orange.

:Duriuthewar,!!perceutofﬂn
Isnd area of Vietnam was sprayed
the berbicide to desiroy Viet
crops and uncover the jungle
places ofconununisttroops

b

'Ef%

\fw Mwww«ﬁq u;,ﬁk“ T ‘;:ﬁ

phlet soﬁened'

At

Ordﬁge

The spraymg was ‘halted after health
questions were raised
. “Jt's & different pamphlet done by
different people and a different ad-
"ministration,” said Larry R.” Moen,
‘who rugs the.VA‘s public information

-and education prosram on Agent

Orange. -
' He termed ‘the old pamphlet
““somewhat outdated.” ‘

Both the old and the new publica
tions assert that facts about possible
health damage have not been estab-
lished. But the pld one was more de-
tailed about what is suspected.

¢ Moen said the new blue pamphiet
was not intended to replace the or~
ange one. He said the type is larger in
the blue; 80 there was not as much
momfortheomgesdetail. -

" Moen also noted a second new .
pamphlet, with a brown cover, has
been issued to tell about medical
treatment offered velerans who be-
hevetheymayhavebeenexposadto
Agent Orange in Vietnam,
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tion of the use of Agest Orange, spoke
symposium on Agent Orange af
Colmery-0'Neil VA Medical Center. - Sz
of Vietnam

.3

. The symposium was part
- Era Recognilion Week petivities, About
2% to 25 people

f 'Agmoﬂngeiummluldetount-
‘that was used in Vietham (o destroy

- heavy jungle vegetation 0 that eneimy

woidiers couldn't hide there. An Ameri-
: {ilm that was shown as

L mmmmmammw
'of equal parts of two chemicals re-
ferved 1o as 1,45-T and 2,4-D. A by
product of the manufacture of 3.4,5-T s

37 8
faian

t Orang discussed

el T .
B A

b fim said st the Veterans Ad-
6 continuing Hastudy. -
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Agency tones down

Aglént Orange flyer

WASHINGTON (AP} — T

Veterans Administration has?

scaled back the information it

gives inquiring veterans about’

Agent Orange, dropping specific
mention of the diseases for which
contact with the defoliant is a su-
spected cause,

.. A new pamphlet names no dis-’

eases and says veterans' con-
cerns spring from ‘a theory"”
that dioxin, a toxic contaminant
in the herbicide, may have
:auseg “delayed health ef-

The pamphlet replaces one

1that lays out the ailments that
have been suspected as ha
been caused by dioxin — diffi
ties that range from headaches
.to cancer.
by different people and a differ-
ent administration,” said Larry
Moen of the VA's Oftice of Public

and Consumer Affairs, in. re--

sponse to questions.
. Moen said no effort was made.

_in revising the pa mphlet to tone

it down, He said no diseases are
named because the new version
is in larger type and there was
less room for details.

But he said further information

. wilt he provided in forthcoming

publicatigns for veterans,

flyer telling about medical treat-
ment available to veterans who

believe they may have been ex- |
posed to ‘Agent Orange in Viet- |

aam. They are distributed in VA
regional offices and in response
to inquiries.

The old puhlicatwn noted that
dioxin has caused cancer, mis-
carriages and birth defects in la-

- . boratory animals and added:
“I's a different pamphlet done .

*'We do know that humans who
have been exposed to dioxin dur-
ing industria! accidents have de-
veloped a specific skin condition
known as chloracne which ¢lose-
1y resembles the common forms

_of acne,”

R

L

d
In addition, the VA hasissueda -
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",Agenf Orange‘mscreemn 9 b|l_|_”5|gned

dsam A i

LA . By LEE LEONARD ' :: versity or" dollege ‘a8 thamedkm! ent Grange cases will ‘be re-
P L UM Shevie Resveer © “3 mciutytaroom‘rmmtntmem- eterans' Adminis- }
} .~ Gov.James A. Rhodes signed legis-  ducting medical studies and perforne ‘tntim: tor matment and medical
iation yesterday, effective in 90 days, ing genstic tests on veterans believed ' ciaima i -
,nmtutabnshuagenetlcscneniud to have been exposed to the chemical. - Tme state attorn ‘m'mb,
and counseling program for -Vietnam’ - Agent Orange is a defollant used in  authorized to file a tion suit in- 1
veterans who were exposad to the toxie. " Southeast Asia during . in the. behalf -of afflicated veterans against
chemical S . 1mm*7m;odu§roy cover.* ‘the chemical company that uced
- a bill that - mm,m,uue.mg..,mtoﬁcuent%wmwm ve two
allows bl;lduqnextywmietnp rious skin and respiratory problems for --g:“atter their malady becomes

| . collection & for unpaid the ted veterans, as wel] as de- K 40 be a party to a lawsuit.
** fines, ena them to double their formities in their children. 9g§-~g.;';;_;‘.mmmubudgetcontaiu
collections in some instances. .- ' qhugtar, there has been a lack of 'tm.mmgetthemscreenlng

." _ Sponsors'of the new law said, for. . facilities in the United States for either . Gounseling program started. -

+ example, that Columbus’s annual park-  screening or treating exposed velerans The new parking-ticket law. effec-

- ing-fine sevenues could go.from $630,- ~ apd counseling their families, -~ . tive next Jan. 1, peruﬂtmﬁnidpal-
:=mwtl._n“mmmﬂnd9r!“°m :  The new law establishes an Agent ities to treat unpaid parking fines as 2 -

E . Agent'v uﬁ**"’::”: - | Sranee Advisory Council to oversee chell matier rather than & criminal
Sen. Thomas A-'Vanhlem.am ‘requlres woy phylleian!' or hospital ‘&’ uidthhwﬁlelimimte the '

, A Vielpam veteran.:»., © - treating a veieran exposed to Agent ibvolvement of poliee officers and |

Jo > It-requires that the Ohio Board of .. Orange to it to the designated prosecutors in the collection prooeas ,
- Regents designate a st;te-nppqrteda-imeﬂed-ﬁ Uty,. /. wuog oo oy3uvsss  saving governmeﬂmmy : .

.
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Vletnamese

.* i tmrr et Aot <

for Agent (

BANGKOK. '!'hailand - A thlo-
nuon ‘of American Vietnam War
! veterany will ask the Vietnamese
| government to allow U.S. scientists
“to stndy Agent Qrange in Vietnam,

IR

Thomas Bird, a former infantry - -
| sergeant and vice president of the-

E'vmnamVeteransommericaAmo_-

i

. clatiop, sald the S-member delege -

; ton wiil try to open discussions
whhtheﬂemameee about the ef-
; fect of Agent Orange, a defoliant
usedbyU&forcesduringthewar

* 'The group, which will leave for .

;Hanoi Priday, will follow up a visit

agroupocl’vetermmdelnnecem-'
"We will ask permission for free

" access to Vietnam, or territory in
- the south where Agent Orange was
. used, for scleatists from America 1o -

strengthen their studies,” Ko said. .-
During the weck-long visit, dele--

IS D

LT im WUTELE BuT

OK sought

Hm g et T T i 2

range study |

gation memberl llao wl!i ast.abont
“the estimated 2,500 Amériians mis-.
) " sing in action during thn'.metnam
War and the fate of the-estimated
80,000 - Vietnamese cgchildren
_fathered by Americans. ., -
“We wefe told in Decémber that
" the Vietnamese governosht would
give a sympatheﬁc hedritig to the
children’s case,” Bird-vsald. “We
now want to let them know o;toon
gressional moves to permit- their
easy entry to the Unlted‘-swes:’

“The group will include theatri.
- cal producer Joseph Papﬁwhowm
be ignoring U.S. goverpinefit ad.
Vicebytryinsmorgmau.a
m {or DangVi Thai Son,An amrd-

ng etnamese Wen

nist. pia-

- Papp pmdueed mch Broad-
wiy shows as A Chorus L ahd Pl
rausof?emm

';.mr.dg
-,
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fietnam’s

i m3»r¢ i e et b s ity fien <l Ay Vi
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Tung, reknowned Vietnamese - for closer scientific cooperation
surgeon-scientist and world’'s between US. and Vietnamese
died I m‘mﬁg—rﬁ ’spohﬁ':”reoeph "‘&mb‘?

i ata n
- learned bhere this week. : .- U.S;-Viol;‘a‘n Friemdship

m. T 'l‘-m"n i-‘f‘ m “Mo ""I.'}"..:.‘:.'.'v.. -
chief of surgery at mm&mﬁ;mﬁdm Vl.etnnmm
Hospital, a member of the 7
National Assembly of Vietnam 404 foreign experts on the con-
Health and a inember of the . warfare in Vietbam and authored
Acadernies of Medicine of the ‘2 book “U.S. Chemical Warfare

: ; - - - and Its Consequences.” -
USSR, German Democratic
Republic, Frace and Algeria, ', D, TUng would have been 70
U'S, 1975, tetitying 1a 10 Hants epused b wmiors
- ’m ' i mmhu
Washington D.C. before a of the Vletmmuemm. te, Party
~ Congressional committes on and Fatheriand Front, /
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" velerans' concerns spring

: miva regional offices and tn

B

ried Cleland’s picture. -
~ That pubncatlonnuwdthatdio:dnhas caused
T cancer, miscarriages andbh-thdefmmlabm _"-

1 ed”:

.....

n.;Defoh%n

hlet%uts gpecihcs’
Ot AgenYOIange Theorym |

ly HIKE FEINSILBER
p.mcma Prode ¢

WASHING'DON The Vetemm Admhﬂstra,,'
uou hasscaledbackthemformauonitgm

ctwlththedefonarnhasuspectedcanse. o
a\newpamphletnamesnodiseasesandmys'
from “a theory” that"
dioxin, & toxic contaminant in the herbicide,
e, parmphict. replages ot Which 1ays it

ces one
thealhg::lnls ‘that have been a,;shav

Mgbeencaused
to cancer.’

“ ‘sadmerentpamphlet dombyd:ﬂerent
and a different administration,” said

y Moen of the VA's Office of Public and
Consumer Affairs, in response to Lt
Moen said no effort was made, fn revising the;
pamphlet, to tone it down. He said no diseases,’
are named because the new version is in larges:
type and there was less room for details. . -9
But he said further. information will be pro--
vided in forthcoming publications for veterans:
quemonandanswershoetandlpamphlet
delalljngresearcheﬂm‘t& 5
Inaddmon.umvnhutssuedantertemng

TETEY
e x t‘

J 1
B *"L‘ti i 'ra*s
RN

abotumedlcaltreatmentavaﬂabletovemm' -

who believe may have been exposed to -
Ornnge%y\ﬂetnam’l‘heymdistributed“

Tt 'took the form of & o

Cleland, s wounded Vietnam veteran!whohead-

ed the VA n the Carter sdministration. ;tgg‘nji:'a

ratory animals, and added: - <’ et
- “Wedoknowthahmnansw‘hohavebeeu-

- exposed to dioxin during tndustrial ‘accidents’ "
.} have developed a
- ag chloracne which closely resembles the com-: ;.
1 mon forms of acne. In addition, headaches:’
blood disorders, nausea, alterations i Mver:! -

skin condition known

hmcﬂonandmdamagehnwbee?npoﬂr:f

i biteie

mspected o
dioxin dimcultteqthat' "

mqmsetolnqulr-

In”formatlon A5

"9

: Tbenewpamphletiaprlmedﬂthaﬂmm-:,
1 er. The old one was NI

" the veterans exposed 10 . when it °
" was.used in Vietnam between 1965 and. 1971
. gﬁngmbesubject lo_delayedheqltheﬂectsﬁ‘om,-e
& )
. MThe mbnsedoﬁwelactthatmﬁ _
{ the , 3.4.5:T, contained minute traces.
ofumdcchemical,dlom DD),wﬁnneun»_
taminated the herbicide manptactir- © :

ing process. ‘!heoontaminantdio)dnlsotm_"

No one knows how many Glswere
to Agent Orange from 1962 to 1971, when
nongallomwerespnyedtokmvmmns‘

. a‘opamdstrlpawayj cover con
- § communist tedaperoentdv
the land area South Vietnam was sprayed.:
-| The operation when there were

erans have

‘whetherxu;i:k:emmts. No claims !wmw
compensa on’ exposure to
Orange have been honored, _
' Alﬁsllawmqmmthevato e medi-;
‘mlcaretoanywetnam-eravemanwho“mayﬂ .
have been todioxinortoatoﬂcsub-
,mnoelnaherhiciﬁeor-detollantusediormnh
tarypurpoaes."'rhatpmgmmhasjustbeenes-
tablished.

: Mma}orresearchprojectsmundﬂway*
: TheAirForcelsstudyingtbecondmonorl.no

| “‘Operation Ranch Hand” veterans who were:

involved in spraying Agent Orange and presum-*.
ably were heavily exposed. For 20 years or.
more, their heaith will be red with the

" condltionsqfwhranswhcmblym

.w‘l'?ﬁv.&lﬁevaluamtheproposoddemof
_ a
“study to- the health of 6,000 servicemen

who are considered to have been with
two control groups of 6,000 each of men who are
_presumed not to have:been in contact with the -
detmmtstmwmmmam
larsandtalneyearstnpeﬁom o

In addiuon, the Centers for Dise‘hseControl
[ ects in hables sired by Vietham veteraa{‘
vith babiés whose fathers were not in the war, -

. A class-action Jawsuit on behalf of thoysands
l%(wetnamveteranshasbeenmdorwa y in
S. District Court in Unlondale, N.Y., for

R f!’ .”-

‘REe “.Ill

- e RO
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Veterans—AsIE o
For U.S. Stu dy
‘On Defolian

l’mwmmm

4 Hanai, me-—ﬁn&nencan vm.
.nam War veterans' group Sunday pro-
eosedthatnmeucan scientists come to
ietnam to investiﬁte the effects of
AgentOmnge a defoliant used by U5,
 forces during the
- But meese officials sid they
'.“mﬂdhavetodtscussthedetaued,se-
er-page proposal from the Vietnam
Jvmm"‘mbﬂmweemsto
thesmdy TheAssochtedempon

-i

¥ 'l'heVietnamese c!aim

. andv cause birth defects, er cancer
otherailments.

The nine-member | » headed by
TomBuﬂ,arrivedF mHanoifora
: week's visit and were gwen what the

"Vietmmese called “initial information™
“on American wardeadin five provinces
: oflt%eécumny this
we&k vwithi the remains of fur service.
\ men listed as missing in action over
. North Vietnam !or at léast 15 years,
newsreportssa
¢ records avallaﬁe in Bangkok
showedall four of the dead semoemen
1 were last reported flying over North
: Vletnam in aircraft presumably shot
£ down communist gunners between
3 . 1965 and 1967,
' Vietnamese othcmlssaidtheremains
of four other Americans had been
 be repatriated at a later date, Unjted
Press International reported. An esti.
Jnated 2,500 U.S, semcemmarelisted
s missing in Vietnam. -
. Most members of the group mised
;_'w'hat they said was the smoemy of the

deseribed
end et 3 “higy i

o

on Agent Orange took
plaee at the h('lemamﬂenmn Demo-
Cratic Republic Friendship Hospital,
; Reporters and some of the group mem-
;bers were later taken to a8 ward for
{possible victims of dioxin, the toxin
§00mponemommt
f Dr. Ton Buc g,akeyViemam
W nﬂrmitted ﬂ:;re tl:as still
of scientific proof ageat's
ful effects, But Ee)ghﬁd idgnm
research showed a ce
birth defects in mm of veterans
0 had fought in South Vietnam.
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Vets U

- 'HANOI, Vietnam (AP) '~ An -
Amerigand\'ietnam :::h v&eraenrsi‘
group Sunday pro at Ameri-
can sqientist,;%otg:s to Vietbam to
imvestigate the effects of Agent-Or--
ange, a defoliant used US..
forces during the wer. . :
. But Vietnamese officials said
&b ed\:w:mld have to discuss fh&od& :
3 seven-page proposal from
; the Vietnam Veterans of America
! {VVA) before agreeing to the study.
; The Vietnamese claim Agent Or-
| ange may cause birth defects, liver
1 cancér and other ailments. ,
. The nine-member group, headed
; by VVA vice president Tom Bird,
~atrived in Hanoi Friday for a
eck's visit and were given what
. the Viethamese called initial infor-
mation on American war dead in
$ve provinces of the country,
- The names of four dead U.S, ser--
vicemen were provided and the
Vietnamese said the remains of
four others were recovered, but had
mot been identified. Officfals said
the remains would be repatriated at
. Jater date,
. Bird s2id Hanoi would sllow U.S,
servicemen’s children — estimated
at up to 50,000 - o Jeave Vietnam
for United States, hut would
need proof the fathers really want-
ed a reunion, -~ B
‘. It was not immediately clear
ther the plan intended for the
wgntgs tt%e live in the Unit%g
, how
trace them, or w| hor m
ers would be involved in a trip

abroad. - * .-
+: The m on Agent Orange
ok pece ¢ o it Sovass
. OCEN ¢ en

Flospital. Reporters and some of the"

L TR

'ge Agent

_- Monday, May 3i, 1952

Orange study

Pofet

group members were later taken to

& ward for ible vietims of diox-
in, the component of Agent
Orange which was sprayed on the
coun de as a defoliant to de-
prive Communist forces of cover.
The patients included two blind
daughters of a man who said he was
& driver on the Ho Chi Minh Trail, &
supply route from North to South
Vietnam, and who bad been ex-
to the agent. -
The effects of Agent Orange are
still the subject of medical research
and controversy in the United
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Vets seek us

caantnanarveterm rpSun— eoveredbnthadnot muﬂed.m-*gomments ‘oggﬂ)er
day proposed that 81'0“ - {ﬁcinlsuldtheremawwouldherepl- we’llbeoutotbusiuess,a%pp y 80,"
to V. to te the ef- . triatedlater. . - . 1§6Kmu, ations
fects of Agent a defoliant \ .f‘h...mrd“qaidnanoiwouldallowva'm-. oithe A in New York. -3} ’rejust
byvs‘towasdurlnsthewar. oot f L vicemen's chﬂdran--'whomatimﬁt- fmingthegap
\j officials said e to numberlgetoso,wo — to leave " - “You peoplehave
ek pave to discuss the detailed, sev-  VietoRry o the United States, but L e Devanter .,;mﬁmdm,
ehgpaggpropoﬂlmmwmmva--‘--muld need - . the tatheu._really hadservedasanursem\'let-
eransotmerica(WA)betoreagredns wanted a R S "nam durlns the war ended in
A mmw'm?;mmwmnmmﬂhm s to | 1908 AT
oer and ailments. mm thewuged States, m;wﬁ group . - Va,”f:‘u’“@'{}’mfm%“m
MEM headed  Proposed ce them, or moth- -
T\'}I-EA% BER-F' visi mwuld.beinvotvedinau-lpabroad.- pmd“w JOSePhPa Somtg‘t;:
th“m for 3 week's visit ~ Most memnbers of the L7 praised nlted States our xireme emotion
and were gIVed what the”ﬂetnammue ‘what they said was tbe - ‘f !the” -might be misconstrued as being
Cear dead It vinces of the’ anddem‘ibedtheaarigg ountered . prainwasbed, but B¢ B ools. We
countzy. R o oeeetings: ol the issues ﬁmﬂiﬂm oodwm"_r_eal_f v - Mt“‘“‘"“
»mnamelolfourdeadﬂ.&mm; %acﬁon, Amerasians and Ly
men were andthe“etnaw Agentﬁ as Papp,oneotmeﬂca’stopstagepm-
d‘ "W ‘awi\'ﬁog@g i # . o Tt a
maskedtocomealongonm poﬂemandaomeouhe
% mnrh:‘il can-Vid«- ’ were later taken to a ward possible
y of dioxin, the component
. ﬂﬁ‘ﬂd‘ﬁummmﬂft thm H-_03&N#30NNQSthhwm3ﬂ§aedon
f‘cf'wward the as 3 defobant ve
h'adeembargoandnodlplomaticreooe Communist forces of cover.
: *nition — reﬂecbed gen- " The patients included two blind
;fﬁ“ﬁﬂﬁﬁz?_ _ e dmuﬁﬁ::;iﬁgrma Ttgfwmua
[+ .n Y + .
€ am war, said his “dream” w"ia"iﬁ%?& drive on the He O3 %o Souh Vietoam,
ggmmpuwm@wm: and who had been expased 1o the chemi-
K himwucythatwﬁld ceal T - v E e
bring peace between the_cve-time ene: .+ Dr. Ton Bue 3 key Vietnamese
;mlei_sﬁ._:' o A i T researcher, 2e;ewasstm lack
}* u] PROMISE to let America know, to ' harmful eff Fr% o be Said
g our humanitarian efforts on - showed a high incid of birth
4 ntﬂnhﬂAg”Bhﬂjddlauhnul"ddunshlgganmtﬁvuummswhnmm
;miormnlulkSaturday,a:a_@’a‘f' v _f in South Vietnam. . -
. The on Agent Orange took effects of Agent Orange are still
splaaat the Vietnam Demo- | thembjectqimedicalresearchandoon-
tEratic Bapunic Friendshp Hospital. Re-" rovers i the UrltSd 518128

,,,.,...,.r mn»«-q»@\h - ,.w‘.....- agfen f st s B ZAmn T —-—

‘i"-

v b 'g! :

A -_.---.

v"w o -w:a«r,e.

gen

m'nimtheua and Vietnarpese
gtart :
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Vets propose Agent Orange study

romw i T

-vr{ 'ﬁ-h

fnanom thuut(AP}‘b An- ramess sald. the ing of four-.
j01, X .l remaing action Amemmu and Agent

others were recovered, but had not - Omngu‘.l"hlghlyemoﬁonu "
Egunp&m&wpmpnﬂhhﬂhnnﬂs mnnuummnuﬁbmugaluéau'*
Tonn sclentists comé %o Vietnam to.  Be epatriated at &~ namese m&m&r‘;ﬁg
i ot soed Tl d ther, we'll be out-of business,
Orange, 4 defoliant used by V. and happlly so,” said Greg Kane,
thewar.: - . .70\ of the VVA in

""wnd have to discuss the. & il

_ elerans of America (WA)'.'}' “reanlom, Lo oo T T AT 2 Vietnam war, mtcll'y l:l.:."dm:rl” &
mmmmm The' .- --Jt “was " no! " \F . -to have the American public per
Vietnamess claim Agent . to adopt a policy
mmbmmumm.:-.._ _ . _ ﬂmnybnmpeacebe-
cor and other allments, § v thy . ed t0 - twedn the one-time enemies. -

"= The nine-member’ wmmwmmmm © - T promise to let America know._

by VVA vice president Bird; .."ers would be invoived in-a trip. 1o
. arrived in Hano! Friday for & week's - abroad. ;q:lg;ﬁfﬁwzfgwu“’ :g§ﬂ§$ﬁ‘ﬁfggg?g$“"§°ﬁ
-, visit and were given what the Viet: "~ - Most. inembers of in an Inlorma.l talk Safur-
S Amariea war 4908 I o poov - St ok 1 Vitoaraass obictui - e "
on ve -
* Inceaof the country. N ; Py meeting ._on Agent_ ,Omuga_A

snopuntered and described the °  place tnam
E 'Ihemmuotﬁwrduﬂn&lw . muulm:,%lenw.m_j;meu%m m‘fﬁm
‘ﬂmmunwunmwﬁaMumﬂthb qa%““?,fﬂﬂ?“ﬂgﬂﬂﬁmtthﬁﬁMhL¥5 %
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anh - (AP) v Metionn - Mmcmteradmddem‘lbodtho

p § 3: :‘erluo!lon;.weekend‘x:eeﬁnssonmmsuu

scfetitiats etnam | Américans Missipg in action, .\merulan;
el ! d e 5‘«

, MAgentOramu “highly emotional.” .
byUE mm .7 “Any time the (18 and Vietnamese gov«-
- But Vietnamese officlals said they would m:nentulhrtworkingtoceﬂaer we'll be out

memme_deuihd. “pagepm- of business, and bappily so,” said Greg Kane,
© = posal § : divecior_of atiou of the VVA in New
tntbem_;dy thonetnameae ka."We‘n ust filling the gap.”"
U Yoy peopie have touched my henrt, uld
Limnv.n Devautarol!lemdon. Va., a nurse -
Vietumduringthew.wucheudedinf

1!?6.
In'& toast to Deputy Forelgn Minister Ha -
Va,n Lay, New Yark City theatrical producer
Papp said: “Seme of us will be criti-
whenwutmuwtheUnitedsum Our
extreme emotion might be misconstrued as
bc!ngbralnwashed,butwemnotiools.We
undersundreaueelings, the _feeun;sofgood-

Pap; me ot America s top stage pro-’
as asked to come along on the trip to
iniﬁate wm Amaican-Vietnamm cultural

IR

mmwm 's “punitive poticy” to-
" ately e ‘ward Vi.:‘fmm;i-f::h inpc‘ll::clles apt‘:'ade em-.
' whether tha . bargo o diplomatic recognition — was
planintsudadtortheyoungsmtoliveln&o au“ra!leetedmthegmeralmmmpub-t
- United. States, how the group proposed o : e, .
trace them, or whether their, mothers woyld. .. ““lpromhetoletnmrlcaknow to popu-
- EM inveolved in a trip abroad. - = ’«.,fhrla your humanitarian efforts on behalf of




1oy

Ayt il oy
ministration huildm'? o~
Abraliam Linceln's; 'To.
hrefor!ﬁnwhoslmuhsve

arejmnlngin

T;liqwun. v -

Buldea telng "the

i rq.-nb

Demﬂitanzed Zone in Vietnam.
His job that day wus to dig
bunkersintothesideof chﬁglut

}malsouveswnhms

ite and their two

¢ thought he was too small to
< be a military policeman, so

;}
tl
-_aycmomlpsscs sm:sopodnmtm 5 %Are the Agont '
Gonnett News Service " abty Tell o8 Vietnam, combined m..fam‘iﬁ m&:{iﬁ:
Copyrignl 192, Marimia Times || inthe 1o mﬂlion gallom of Agent " [ for its ill effects, or is it the
The rash on Car] Gilléspie's face . \‘ Orange re between |’ federal government — or
coming back. "‘-scars . 1965 and 1 ltalsowafted over noone? . -
mmmenms&m geiyapen !-"mny.ifmtall of the 24 million ¥ And can it be said for
again, and it oozes. Pimpl Oqlh _ Ametican troops there, Says one - sure that the ailments were"
%yearldface. v o v *nlenn, 1f you wete inVietnam, [ caused by exposure to
The burning sensation in his were exposed, uness you were AgentOrange"
m&r golgg: ne',g‘,le,g: g s;mmnppMPuﬂﬂwam —_
the terrible ¢ _ Joe lucas isa't sure ° Roger Phillis thinks he is
. stomach pains, A _,t_i_l_e___,, 5, yherehe got his worst dose sure. Phillis works as a
r And e memoﬂ ' : 'FLAtfcmorlainkee Gillespie Egmmhmgm {:‘(sl
s - SAINe
F"" Carl O(I}u eelrtphm:: m“&: |  §ves with scars and rashes b "whes b hcjo‘;oiu:m;he
Matamoras, Umio, It @ andbadnervesanddepres- > agaripes but someone

firstthevegetationhad ' Missy and Shel- g‘ m m :t t;ac%:z
ed. childrenwerebom © i pam. - - _'
indsiied. i, el éamehak!rop:hv erhe | On ane nsson, he says

o ie . ‘ ,
[y B |l i, sl
down on us,” Gillespie recalls. “If are both legally blind, ‘sharpitcu? slgdrn'rhe
_ you caught it in the sunlight, you ' pittend special ¢ . and

Itmmrainbow Ithgent
m’ + -}

.,_..n
-\

L could see a rainbow color.”

%

ylheywishﬂm'med,

Jiednerkids. .

s “rmnot.sn-medu‘-

g:.;s was oily; it had just
_ sprayed. In a matter

of days, he says, he was
| treated for a severe skin

Agent Orange — & combimtion ' them,” says Lucas, % | rash, but the Marines kept
of known a3 345:T, |- “They're goodkids.I'm not no records.
- and 24D, to be exact — was sayingiorsuretheyrelike . Now,onahotandhmmd
dumped on Vietnam in ering | | that because of Agent F day in Marietts, Phillis.

\ amounts to help Americans fight &
¥ war on terrain they did not know.

Orange, but 1 would sure

.teelsliketearﬁaghisskm

like to know. I don’t know
* A virulent  herbicide, could whatelseitcouldbe" : - time, his irritated skin
witheulorestcoverovemim oV ——;-— . ; tm'nspurple and loaks like
§ 7 o Victor Yannacone, scarussue, -
.  the two cmnpoumh ‘boils down to ove simple & e !
v produces ioxin, termed fact: “All of the men who - g. LT o
« deadliest compound { wenttovmmwentthere : i
“mﬁmwncs*orﬂmﬂnim‘ healthy and came back .
troduced into New York's water ° sack." e
‘Esupplrcouldkﬂ“heettv'swu_‘* Yet he knows that resoiv-
sl I jngtheAgemOm:geissue
isnotmatsimple

"~ Warking ina clutered -

A e - — =
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Vief Agenf Orange study asked

;a

T HANDI. ‘Vie!mm {AP) ~ An American Vietnam War vvetemns'

. group Sunday that American scientists eome to Vietnam to
investigate the effects of Agent Orange, a defoliant used by US.
forces during the war.

‘ mm\mmmmunoﬂmmbsadﬂuyummdhmmtodeuime
"seven-page proposal from the Vietnarn Veterans of America before

_ agreeing to the study. The Vietnamese claim Agent Orange may

* cause birth defects, liver cancer and other ailments. :

‘The nine-member group arrived in Hanoi Friday for a week's visit

-1 and was given what the Vietnamese called “initial information™ on

; American war dead in five provhlces.

E "
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Agent.
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veterans go file claims
chemical compasiies thal mamy"
fzu:turetll the defoliant Agent

Hembers of the Civil Law and
m“re Committee voted 7.2

2gainst a proposal that would have
creasedpt?etimeanowedfwm.

Underme

| it o
ﬁﬁ}”““ f“m to have
ical problems that could bé

to - 0”“'80 would

. have grounds
Prosent law begias ihe stfut
of limitations at the time when the
chemical was -identified as a
health hazard. The proposal would
have allowed each veteran time to

' “Tt would thedoortomany
,momceses, sajgngic Matrceno a
1 “GBII Olan.ge

"i in Loulsiana, -
was special interestlegtsla

onthatwoumuopenam(,‘.

worms.”
“War is horrlble. Whatever the
Situation,” said Rep.

R-Shreveport, .a

Leglsfafors Turn Down
Clnge Sun‘

* Louisiana leglslators re Mon-
| day to make it easier for Vietnam -

B.F. O'Neal,
veteran,

e e
ﬂ-n-w -w-fo ,—- q.,,q* |rt§",..,_,_,, o

Bl"

When Pz gﬁ A & w
“When & Corpera onuaged
chemi

- Supplies in fime of war (to Jiabil-
itY)themlsnoendtou_" noocn

R!p' Chaﬂes Jom, a Mome
lawyer. acknowleged the reserva-
mm“ee- but said facts other

legal prooedm mlﬂd he

Tee L
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New VA Oﬁii':e" B
To Deal With -

:

which.the VA'is involved. -
tration should lead the way in

jects and [ believe the forma-
tion of this new office is a

sald.
“hismy imemion that this
new office become the single

Orange matters and that it

ﬁ‘d‘lu” FTI W S IR
Ll

'out that VA's Department of
Medicine and Surgery wil
coatinwe to play & lead role in
‘the VA’s Agent Orange pro-

gram and will work closely
with the now office. The of- .

fice will be headed .by
Mnmu:thh. PaD.
candidate in
chology and health systems
-resenarch ot the University of

, California Medical Center in :

SnnFmdm Hewillrepon
Mmm

“Asgisting in theAmt_

Oran;e -efforts will be Dr.
 Theodore Woodward, one of
‘ﬂu,MAﬁ “Dhﬁmwhhﬂ
Physcians’ s o0 pots sl

Agent Orange -

““The Veterans Adminis-

Stepinthedghtdlrectlon”,

focal point for all VA Agent

provide guidance and owver-
sight for all of these ac-

The VA official pointed

henlth pay-
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"Extm ttme""

4 e B M bt pan A, et '-‘

ifor defohant

{suits re]ected

"' BATON ROUGE (UPI) ~ Logl-
siana legisiators refused Monday
to make it easier for Vietnam
veterans to file claims against |
chemical companies that manu-
factured the defoliant Agent Or-

‘nﬂmm of the Civil Law and
against & proposal that ve

prt?n time allowed for
filing damages. .

Under the proposal, veterans
diagnosed in future to have
medical problems that could be
fraced to Agent Orange would
l:ave grounds to sue.

Present law begins the statute uf
litmtations at the time when the
chemica) was identified as a
health hazard. The proposal would
have atlowed each veteran time to
file suit after being diagnosed in
the future with a disease traceable
to Agent Orange.

: "ltmldopenthedoortomany
more cases,” saign\"ix !g:lrcello,
or represen g Orange
vict in Lovisiana,
- But lawmakers said the pro-
posal was special interest legisla-
Hon that would “open a can of
worms.”

““War is horrible whatever the
situation,” said Rep. BF. O'Neal,
R-Shreveport,

7
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: r;nﬁrﬁn fuua .I
M‘maz: WSparks Crusade

fm sy e Ar i g L
"‘;“‘% ?t"i’ F*ﬁﬂ"mw*’;*“o'“* -
£xgainst Agent ( Orange

mmnx mMaMrhrdugMerl wasl»m
uith multiple birth (mdem Maureen Ryan was in 2 bospital waiting
room when she noticed a two-paragnph story in a health magatine,

“Seientists Questioning Herbicide Use in Vietnam,” said the headline.

. .‘: - ‘!m‘ﬂ

,i:' " o5t did something io me,” “A light went on.”

" Thus began the against Agent Ounge.
. defoliant the Army used when Michael Ryan was in Vietnam in 1967 lt
mwmdioxh.ahishlrm&munﬁum.

mumnnyanhmuﬂhsmmmldlmmeebemlcﬂ One
day, she stumbled across the word “tenmn, and the horror of what
ﬂn ‘and her husband believe happened 7] family became clear.

1 lovked it up In the dictionary. lt'saGmtwordmeanlngmmter
maker, 1 remember looking at Kerry and thinking ‘monster makers ..
w{l::ﬂmﬂr:’h:'ﬂ.::emwnd Iehdaeceptedthehmdic of

and couple ha a

- Kerry, thelr only child, as an act of God. Fate, P
. *‘We weren't mad at all before Agent Orange,” Ryan, 36, said. “When
x.tmmd. ont uwullkealltheunbsottbewmdhadbeenﬁpped
* They were angry that the govemment badn't warned Ryan about the
potential hazards of exposure; that they dared not risk having another
child; that Ryan might face an increased risk of cancer,

And they were sngered again when the Veteran's Administration
' pefused fo concede Agent Oraw be causing cancer and other
"Hlinesses ia vetersns and birth defects in their chil
- The\'Ahnsdeclincdtopayforrelatedtmatmems Tt was not untl 1979
- that Congress mandated a study of 18,000 veterans to bearn the possible ill
wﬁ“ﬁ“ﬁ"“ﬁf&mmum Orange and an
. e Ryans have s ange ;m
"American Family,” by Chicage journalist-author Cﬁm Lindecker, -
© The besartache began Jan. 23, 1971, when Kerry was born with no
.- gectum, mambenthacl:l:d;umsthermm-ﬁnychickenﬁnx,a
nlssins thumb snd contrac
*hc'l;hm%“et:“ju:tetbe nm&am&mnm;mmn

uding cate reproductive organs a serious

Butthckyanswelcomedtheirehﬂd.“ﬁheuﬂcbumllmmry

ﬁy. Mrs Rnn ays. -

'.
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months, Just a5 she was beginning to' walk, & blood clot that
during surgery permanently damaged her brain — one of her
‘egained sight, Kerry remine biellectually damaged.

re rems . Her

confined to 8 wheelchair.
is knowing “for the rest of her life
- that never once will she go on a
her Isther's arm.” -
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‘among Vietnamese women numerous birth deformities there. :
.. “The clincher” came when she realized her husband's medica)
prodlems — headaches, weight loss, hearing loss, nerveusoess and an
ug!ynshemedchloljum—mtfhedumetoqndhmphupaedto
“m. i T Am . ' . .
« Ryas's cousin, a eareer serviceman who had flown
m?gkh :;iemm, ‘confirmed ﬂln"n bad been in areas wbu:p"th{
weresprayed, . ’
;‘-“Munmmmummmmhmmwn&Ishwm
ha you felt .K:.'dbeenrapod." says Mrs. Ryan.
., That anger has not sbaled. I will not until they get answers and relief

s [ .
1

LR}

-.-:.'m_ hem!c ‘I'al'cﬁmpaniel- hlwwedandthememmm. :
..wmu ﬁu been bome ﬁ'om:fhigmm ﬁ?:s ;c mn.m “&muu years old.;

; some explana " - : .
: f‘t'l‘::“n?::tsd::eg:tmm the first to joln Agenmt Orange Victim‘s:
' “International in 1978, They bave beld news conferences and festified ;.
3001!8!“&. . fra . E R TR . lnst Doa,
v , Ryan was & aintiff in 8 class-action suit age .
’ cg:mil:::m und'ﬁv;h:&zlr T:mhc!men‘ defoliants and berbicides:
Um cm m. ' . . '™
'%.hwho k:.u ahout Agent Orange, still sees ‘doctors twice &
« month, has expensive physical and rebabilitative therapy three times ).
* week, devices and aces further corrective surgery. - °.
¢ With mnu‘ﬁommmm‘mypmw.mlwauy
designed for Keryy, - %7 & c:*:t’\i..-.;..'-.‘ .o .

- . - .
h: . J'-‘w"“ﬁﬂ.l.ﬁ A 3w P e e g BT
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T m e e WA n uuedfordamuuvmﬂu tovmwﬂhlntwo-.
§7, : 41 ﬂwmim @n years of dlacovering their _..Mﬂ» § geaalty bill approved -
F & Albany (News | wa'igmaﬁm 18,1088, ‘to do s0.~% - ¥ - - by the Legislahive Iate Tuésdsy, his
! jesterday signed inte .mmi;wwmmﬁmwm.mlh sixth consecutive thumbs-down.on &
i% p&a.stble !ornmore Vietnam vaterans - $xtend property tax mmpﬁoﬁltfﬂ ‘capital - wnishmgnt mmu;e. tﬁ““
e R Tile damage miits. Sor: building and two. .. Iatest vote in the Assemhly, 81 t0 61,
mnumcmudﬁythewolhntnmh..mﬂ ‘m“‘ﬁrmﬂ the 100 votes necés: -
v?"‘“" i T bl r Ass ; ir 34Ty W0 override the governor’s prom-
{12 e Sl “sponiored. by Assmbly: . Btandey Fink (D-Brogkiye), Inakes o ., 1fed vets. The bills sponisor, Assembly.
“inin Righard Conners (D-Albany), ex-" X ‘Available for work begsn  min Vincent Graber (D-Erie), said
. tiids for mare than twe Years the’ htm.lu!ylﬂ&andcomphtaﬁbejm Yuwmwuotdeelded whether
upo ré !gr wh .'om Jmm 'L(ngu o 55 ...)Jits'l\:‘ ﬁ{. Mﬂmmwﬂff“ .
s 3 1ae o2 R
;m & @1 —
1. {*ﬂe w gim ﬁme‘p@m
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'IOLEDO — A geneticist at the Medical Col-

iege of Ohio said yesterday that Vietnam vet-

erans and their families will be screened n,
the state’s Agent Orange program

school, one of only two in the country.

Dr, ’I'haddeus W. Kurczynski said the study

and their families over a two-year period,

gent Oran'

ed___

wn“ ‘kt

9?

S A h.,nmmdda dlcmical procest.

used to create Ageint Orange, Kurczynski said, °
In tests involving laboratory animals, he said,
dioxin has been shown fo be responsible for

" ‘malignarnt changes in cells.

. Plans for the stidy are belng formulated by
hopes to examine about 400 Vietnam veterans . -an advisory committee composed of doctors

and reprcseutatives ot vcterans mups,

financed by a $500,000 appropriation from the Kurczynski said.

Legislature. There are about 160, 000 Vietnam
veterans in Ohio,

The study will focus on thc possible long-
tcrm genetic effects of the chenﬂcal mdely

A bill authorizing the study was recently used during the war,

signed into law by Gov. James. A. Rhodes. -
Kurczynski said data from military sources

‘Kurczynski said. four gcnctlc cerhers at
mcdical schools in Ohio will probably be used

will be used to identify those veterans who - to conduct the research, including MCO, Casé
had both acute and long-term exposure to the - Western Reserve in Cleveland, Wright State

defoliant. '
The compound includes thc chemical diox-,

LS

University in Dayton and Ohio Stnte Universi '

ty in Columbus.

]

oo

at the " Birth 'defects, chromosome 'damage™ and"_”'
v being conducted, Kurczynski said, huttheonly‘ ‘

- including chromosome tests,” Kurczyns

el T I

effects studned

The committee wﬂl mect ln Columbus nexl
wcek with a medical researcher from Wash-, :
. ington, who: will pass on information about
Agent Orange ‘and its effects. - .

- Several national studiés of the chemical are E
other state conducting such a study is Texas.

having & long exposure to Agent Orange, we

will conduct complete medical histories aml
‘examinations, and certain laboratory teﬂ:i
said. ““The families of these veterans, includ-

. ing spocses and children, may also be stud-

M "
A key obfcctive. Kurcz}'nski said, is to

. .tnlorm veterans who may have had chromo-
. some damage of the potcntml dangers thcy,, .

: face in having childrcn.

L] .

s

“Of those veterans who are identified ag’ °

Ll
‘

LS I
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NI Ry Joil I!opklu :
¥ Dos Jamee, a Vietnam veteran who believes ,
he's among thousands of Oklahoma men exposed -
“to the defoliant Agent Orange while in combat, is
disgruntled that the state Health Department |
-Jhasn’t made more progreso in Ita study of the con-
: troversial herbicide, -

But the state epldenuologlot ln charge ol the Ok~
, Ishoma study says progreéss is being made, al-
! though slowly, and the next step in the monumen-
¢ tal task is creation of a commission to spearhead
! the preject.

.HThig is something that‘s just going to take
tlme. epidemiologist Mark Roberts sald. “We're
' trying to cover all the bases because we definitely
. do not want to overlook one ainsle nspoct ot this.
. project” - - !

In March, Ol:lahom jolne‘ at leut xeven other
states that bave azaid they 'would provide aid to
veterans who have ﬂlﬂoroﬂ lllnaels related to the

chemical. - .

Oklahoma’s bill requim the hnlth department
. to collect data dn the chemical and make that in-}-

.‘a,.!.-_a - b
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“der the health department administration uuler
veterans to appropriate agencies for filing claims
arising trom exposure to Agent Orange. - .

‘The department also must initiate an education
program for doctors on detecting, diagnosing and
treatlng symptoms associlted with expooure to
¢ the defolidnt.,

Agent Orange contalns a hlghly toxic chelnlcal
known gs dioxin and is a biend of two herbicides,
| 3,4-D and 2,4;5-T. About 10.7 million galions of the
chemical were sprayed in Vietnam jungles from
1965 to 1970 $o make lt harder for mmy troops to
tind cover, . -

Since then, thousands of voterans claim to have
‘developed cauncer, fathered children with birth de-
fects or experienced other serioua health prob-
lems. :

The ettects of the herbicide and the exact num-
ber of men exposed to it, are still under study by
various organlzatlons. .

“The reason we're anxious for thls study to get
going is because more and more people are be-
coming concerned because people appear to he ex-
perlene!ng the eftects of Agent Oranae. -James

Many Vietnam vets ami thelr wives nre pootpon-
ing lamilies until studies determine any genetic
effects the chemical may have, he said, -

“It’s been hell for our wlves They're the ones
who're having to put up with our problems.”

formation available t¢ the state’s veterans, The’
~ data would algo be nsed lm' turther Agont Ornnge
: stlldy. Ir .I-‘,,f‘._ '% an :. . I
".""* At leabt five oﬂe wlll malke tlp the Oklahbma’
Tommittee on Agent Orange, officials said, Three
’wﬂl be Vietnan{ veterans and two will be medical -
u‘.perts. Roberti sald they will pro de input into[
the overall heaith department study.”, . !

- a7l

After that.ﬁowever. tlwreu sti.ll L} 'to do. ofti-
cials satd."" ' % T
A reg!erral progt‘nm tlsowmbe utuhuohed um

I -

- 'z';""

 Boe ORANGE—Page?. | N

Added Roberts:; “It's very importanat fot people
to realize that we're working on the study. We're
trying to decide what the law requirez and what
the veterans want from this study. It's the only
effective way of accomplishing results.” . -

. Intormation pequired to be collected lncludes
medlcal records from the Veterans Administra-
tion Hospital and similar documents from private
physicians who treated Vietnam veterans. Rob-
erts could not estimate when the actual collection
of inlormatlon would begin,
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Agent Orange research contu_nues 7,

& n'mﬁﬂﬂhbbmm “Agent * Orange-related acﬁviﬁu‘,h :
mmumtmﬁwm.m chhtheVAhilmlved. e
u:w. :.' ‘ . TR
,m office to deal exclusively with mvmmmhﬁmshmnd
Aamo:-angemm _ “iead the way in resolving the t
g __..ig«. e mngequﬁﬁcﬁﬁ?mmlﬂmjlf MI
'I‘beotﬂcewﬂlbeheadad irlee” projects '
‘LeVois, a PhD, wmgbymmm believe the formation of this new office
; psychology‘unand ehr:lﬂtgf systems :1 o step in the right direction,” Hagel -
. Tesearch niv California  # oo
.. Medical aéente? in 32': Francisce. - “Itismy intention that this new office
“ LeVois will report directly to Charles become the single focal point for all VA
; Hagel, VAWM‘?‘WM(JM Orange matlers and it provide -
haadstheAgaﬂOmgePolicycoop sﬂldmﬁandwmightforallo{m‘
;. dinating Comunittee. ., .1, ;x5 activities,” Hagel continued,
i SE GO HepointedoutﬂiatVA’sDepumnmt :
: Hagelsaidmaﬂondﬂremm of Medicine and Surgery will
OrangeResearchandEdmtlm()ﬁiee o play & jead rolelntheVA'a Agent
- ‘should ensure clear policy’ guidance !nﬁ’eprogramandwﬂlworkc.loaely
. and solid mnagemmt ot the’ many with :

t. e "' Ford AL
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Parents Blame Agent. O(ange

:mlihui r. I mwmanw.mm
’m"“m"&ww“"‘ T e e Orares migh 3.
-8 was to Orange t
with multiple birth defests, Maureen . mcamandotherﬂlmim
_Ryawamahospawwamngmmf vetérans and birth defects in theirE

“MPhe VA has declined to pay for-

1

;. “Selentists Questioning Herbicide' relatedmatmentt.ltmmtunﬂl :

At 18 rionths, just as she was |
beginﬁngmwalk.nbloodclotthat
! formed during surgery
Idamagedhertnin one of her
*;Mmﬂ:yorgam maklnghertuupo—
, y blind.

can Family," byChieagnjonmalhb
Morwnmumm.

mmwm’s' o
'l‘heheartachebmu.lan.ﬁIWI
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was born with no.rees |
bquthadlgnimthu"*

NoDlmNanm

she’ll be in diapers and a wheelchair :

-+ that never omce willahegoona“ -
",._date'st.'

'wasclmedbydlommdtemm&he
:praw!fnmhh in Viet--
Recnnducudadeath-hedem-

Vietnamese women

and numarous birth delormities

lm—hudachu,weightlon,m:
gloas,newomeuandanngly e

- rash ‘called chloracne — matched -
thmﬁoundinpenpleexpuedtom

immvmm,mﬁmulnm'

Tt hadbeenlnmasuhuetheqhaat-

ulsm:prayed.
“Whenwefina!lycametatheiml-

'mmhwwuthdrm“ﬁ" mhrdestpart.uysmnm futable evidence that this is what "
“Kervy, Ageot Orange and an Ameri- ' 'is knowing “for the rest of her life |:happensd, mfeltlikeyol’dbeu

raped,” says Mrs. Ryan

i
l

gedthatd!oxinwumusingmu- '
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SRR SRR R T TR T BRI ) fn g

iting of Agent Orange 3

R T

&::T.:_' EB 9 Edl
. r%""""" \P"'ﬁ"ﬁ'}"’*“ﬁ‘ﬁ TR A X gt T, A gl

NONSPICTIOUR LBY. .#ts. absence. 18, the, . - The..revised) padiphiet no -Jonges oifters
revisedAgentOrmgepamphletdisu'ibnt- veterans™ uy information” beyond‘a éryptic

"; 4 human exposure | to the defoliant. e further explanation ' description of what the

1} Tie omission & indetensibls, snce ”‘veteﬂm eftectsmightbe. | -

1} who ask the government about Agent Orange “" The pamphlet does not note a5 the old
ti t1 do w0 specifically “out ut ‘concern for their publlcatlon did, that “humans who have been
L health’.’ - DTN TRALA <.n s €XPOSed 10 dioxin dyring industrial accidents
o HAETA N g @ e - have  developed a |specific skin  condition
T 1 In the?ﬁi the booklet given to veterans known as chloracne, which closely resembles
o who asked ‘for information regarding Agesit the common form of acne.” Nor does the new
E Orange explained that while no facts booklet acknowledge the reports of headaches,
b had been &stablished linking the defoliant to hlood disorders, nausea, liver dysfunction and
. * ‘health damage; dioxin, & txic Agent Orange nerve damage am people exposed to dioxin
ingredlent, has been associated with a number - things that Vi . veterans reesonably
odeandhealthdisordm - whichwere could be expected to want to know. ., .

duﬁfully Hsted. ﬁ‘.w\l . L ironic twist: Precisely
. ‘-becauee of what the new booklet has omitted,
# additional Interest {s drawn to the Asent

"-t
v

" Tnis interest also| is fucled by knowledge L
-; that the makers of the herbicide compounds -

some editing on the:

: iald a personal price that
*ahould be more than sufficient to insure that “'
their concerns will respected by the United'
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Age nt White lmked to cancer in N.:

L TN AT S e iy R o

Carollh”’af’?

BALTIMORE (AP)—A defoliant the U.S: Army sisp- . sprayed in Vietnam from 1965 to 1071, 'uucl;omieal‘l m*mmdmmm

potential f
hmspemdofunﬂnganm
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use was discontlimed after Army sclentists who
mﬂltaryherblcldudetermlmd

v

_deatbo were the result of cancer, AT

mmmmmmW{hm |

Until 1979, Cherohos County’s cancer desth rate wlss“

. Mmbwmemwwmhmndmﬂmhé
. By 1979, the county had the- state's '

the disease, ' - '/ -5 v 0

cancer mortality rate; -with Gotmmm biatied ¢a ;.
- the disease, whthMﬂdﬂll

-f el § .n}]



hbc;_[)" bonvYE

TEXAS
PRESS CLIPPING BUREAU
DALLAS
Established 1910

Houstom, Thwx v we2
{Cir. 0. 325,085)

(Cir. Sal. 349,105)

_(Clr. Sun. 386,640y _ _ ___. . .

Herbmde susjected in deaths

ORE (APY —=FA detaliant the U.S. Army
. ng in Vietnam because of its potential tor
ecologicaldamageismpecte&afcausing an increase
. in cancer deaths in western North Carolina, according
. to the Baltimore Sunday Sun. The Sun reported scien-
- Hatg will study cancer cases in two western Nocth
. Carolina edinties to determine if a recent increase in
* the disease was cauged by Agent White, now sold by -
. Dow Chemical Co. under the trade name Tordon,
More than 5 million gallons of Agent White ‘were
mmmvummmmmmm ‘~." : 1
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Defollantiuép‘e‘t‘:t‘ed;mCanc_er Deaths'

.\..:-l--

!l’ '{f a

- = 2 i ‘ .;;_'-tlnt thedefolhms_c:use uneer. gen&lcdamageud
L ‘A detoliant the v. S. Army stopped nsing ‘in” other allments. - - 4§ N
2 Vletnam because of jts potential for ecological - % Daw{'.'hemical offlcals defend 'm-aon «we feet ity

damage is suspected of causing un increasetn - sau. com nyspokesman Bbbert W& Charlton said.
cancer desths in: western: North Carolina, - Gmdﬁ nuth Sh has imaMewod

) ‘ gccordiqg to the Baltimore Sunday Sun. . than a dozen people suspected of being I od by the

.uemreﬁoneaaawmmwmmaym ecfmq!o\;rmm,mmm

~ " cases in two western North Caroifna counties 1o

. determine er a recent lncregse in the disease was,; 4 I'm seeing with piciorsm polsoninx! are
caused by Afent White, mwsoldﬁynowcnemimog, patterns of ‘chronic symptoms, ‘?id VShenm
W nnderthemdename'l‘ordoa. BRI e interviewed suspected victims in est irginia.m

g nm. Al:ham and Mon
'l'heherbicide. which contaim the chemical ke
picloram, hias been widely used since 1965 in Cherokee : ~~ .4 4"
County by timber companies, the Tennessee Valley. .~ . . *
Aughority and the U.S. l-‘orest Serviee the newspaper
-reported.

“There’s no douBt in my mind th.at picloram is &
caréanogen. said Dr. Meivin D. Reuber, former direc- -
tor of the Experimental Pathology Laboratory of the
Frederick Cancer Research Center in Frederick, Md. :

~ " More than S million ‘gatlons of Agent White were
sprayed in Vietnam between 1065 and 1971. The -
chemical’s use was discontinued after Army scientists
who studied several milftary herbicides determined #t °
posed the “greatest potential ... for causing longterm
permanent ecological damage,” the pewspaper sald.

' Vietnam veterans who were exposed 1o Agent
Orange, Agent Blue and Agent White have clmged_




o

TEXAS
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Houston, Texas

(Gie 400,870)
; JUN v W&2 R s sova
Dow defoi‘ anf fej ectedb 'A U 5 ‘Army #

«#‘x 'brv <

J“‘! L

ied of mcréasung cancer deafhs

- ’. I ?' :

- BALTIMORE IAP] A defbliant manufactured b * ikesn counties; docaied near fhe Temnessee border.

7 Chemicat Co, which the U.8, Army stopped usiqg in _ Scientists will take sofl and water samples to determine
ecological ) chemical hls seeped

Vietnam because of its potential for g if the mtowellwater,thenews-
éa,mpectedaeaumanmwwmmdeausm Paper roported. §
“?estem Carolina, .../ s Cherokee county 8 cancer death rate was

7 The Baltimore Sdnday Suin Teporied, it ‘sclentists weuhelowtﬁehaﬂonaiaverage I 1973, 26 of 181 deaths
hmstudycamrcasesintwowmmamlhwvmattmw the disease, '
Jeounties to determine i a recent increase in the disease’  ; By 1y, ﬁemuntyhadthestate‘svfourthhlghesl
mmmﬁbyamwmummubymmm;,mmwme with 45 of 174 deaths blamed on

name Tordoq. disease, acco hsuleﬁgumlnlm dsofm
” The herbicide; whlehcontaimthechenucal ram. thswenethe ofmoer .
been widely used since 1985 in Cherokee y by ww _ e

ﬂmbercompuues the Tennessee Valley Authority ang®- < =
3 reported. - ,

Loarei Dr. . former diree-
lor of the Experimental Pathology Laboratory of the
"FmdeﬁckCahéerRésethmterh\Fmdeﬁtg{tde,
“ﬁmmnﬂwtissuesndesﬁvmthemdentsfed
CRTAIN, By pa could see it causes malignant
e '“Reumn'&lﬁonm ﬁrmmm
ol ns were
ﬁﬁlv&m between 1965 and 1971. The chemi-
cal'gnse was discontinued after scientists, who
studiéd several military herbicides, ined it posed
thc.“gg‘aa;gst potentiat}‘gor caush;%r -teun permanent_
:.evolosml amage,” the newspa
'_" Amy scientists® re

ol Viemamveteranswhowereepraedwi\genwnnﬁ
_Agent Blue and.Agent White have charged that
-'defolianbscnuseqaneer geneticdamngeandotlmuﬂ-

Dowoﬁicalsdefendthesafet of Tordon. “We feel it’s
spokesmanﬂozeﬂ

?uf:. » eompany W. Chariton told the
Picloram is completely safe for humar:s, table saltis
three times more toxic,” sa Mumson, a w

. FR
_?_ : ,ai_ e Y -, _?___ _‘J!.._‘,_l *-.1



established only a
‘‘hypothesis” . relating ez~
‘posure to dioxin — & touic
component of the defoliant —
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t Orﬁ“fi‘ge on

"In the meantime. the

Vietnamese sald . they
welcomed tests in the Unit_od

mlﬂm

taken in Vi
A andothervetprm;

L T3 i

},ﬂ.-: .t

groqulntbel}mtedsutu

_ailments, nlurologlcll

appamtlv triggered by U.S.
charges that Vietnamese
troops now use toxie
chemicals
inLacs and Cambodia. |

- The VVA delegation said
that in its talks with Viet- .

sexual namese doctors and resear-

potency, skin lesions and birth
¢ geferts, Sore veterans linked
'”theeeproblunnoupomreto

Agent Orange, and
'lawmﬂuhavebeeaﬁled.
j There has been no
“agreement within the
American scientific com-
_mumity on the effects of the
,.defoliant, Some studies are in

E

;.theworh,tncl one '
-4ha wrorks uding on

health of flight crews and

chers, there was very little
rhetoric but rather an
emphasis on Agent Orange as
& serious medical and
humanitarian problem ¢hat
needs to be solved.
Whether Hanoi would use &
joint U.S.-Vietnamese in-
vestigation for propaganda or
how ‘the United States
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return visit to Vietnam
- were shown hlind
_children, deformed in-
tants and a besin full of

" The Vietnamese said
these hotrors ‘were
products . of - Agent-
Orarge, butadmﬂtedthat
. they have been unable to
-establish scientifically a
Enk t the defolisnt ug_r
by U.S. forces during ;
Vistnam War. ;-
.1~ Dr. Tom Duc Lang, &
.key researcher on Agent
Orange, 2aid the Viet
namese have eatablished -
‘only “a “hypothesis” |
relating ' exposure to
_dioxin—ia ‘toxic . -com-
panent ¢f the defoliant—
to what he said was a

‘.3*

_veurm on a fecent ¥ Yesearchi

_ment, along with the
problem of explofing _
., gornething that oecumd__,
.1nore than a decade ago,

-grotesquely” shaped H “miade the inquiry ex
 human !ebusespresa'ved tremely difficlt.” "~ "
- formaldehyde. ° “They did provide a few ..

statistics, \M Hanoi's

Viet-Dué ' Hospital,
doctors saida groupof 956
veterans exposed to
Agent Orange had heen

- studied and 3.14 percent

of their children suffered
congential deformities. In
another group of 593

- North Vietnamese who
-had never been to South ;

Vietnam where . the

. defoliant was used, valy
21. percent..of their
children had wch bh-th !

lnaeashg nhmbem of

' miscarriages and birth .

|

'
f

|
|

%nd j':'.,:?

", -socentists to-do lmparthl |

= nseacéh in Vietnam.

. Vietnlm:n oml:llh
“_from 8. govemment

agency fnvesitgating the

; donsequences of chemical

| warfare in Vietnam said
; they would respond to the -
'VVA propoesal through .

“Hanof's delegation at the
Unud Nations, -
In'the meantime, the

b

m

C

 piood samples taken 0

L "Iﬁrsulmhavebemw
the ;-
" agresment with in’, the

“American sclen
" community on the egm

Vhtnam.

The VVA md olher
‘veterans groups
United ~States - have"

since 1978, when the

: the US. veterans saw or

' taked to alleged victims
* *in hospitals in Hanol, Tay
¢ "Ninh and in this city, oncé
{| known as Saigon. They

i
§

“yery high" increase in | ' defo¥inities were: ns " o °
bisth defects in children | , recorded at-Ho Chi Minh ::::‘:‘“ M“g inistea
dmnmmnisvetermof . Ciy's:"Tu -Du Hospital,- mvgetﬂn vets raphmnsof .
‘the war. “ "dur!ns*" and after the - ’“’“m"';’ t,
|- The Vietnamese said defoliant's “use, but the k mne m"“ gical dsm‘ml

| statistics, according to° { loss of sexual potency, °

1. the. V'm‘"‘m’ e  skin lgsions and birth -
K ; Some vetetans "
H delegation from the tii;!:‘mf;»llmse problems to
;Vi Veterans - of‘j exposure_.‘to Agent
m%am&m _..,_.._u...-.h-....;ﬁ»:;_; ,.ma.t

présehted 8 proposal
AR = T

-

Vietnamese said they -
welcomed tests in the -
United States on soil and

Ot‘ange. and ! ﬁm y

There has beeli <no

of the defoliant Stme
iities are in the woiks,
eluding one on the
health of flight crews and
.. Support personnel in the
’IJ.S. Air Force’s “Ranch
Hapd’* - operatlonn in
whleh hrge areag of -
Vietnam were sprigyed
with the de!olimt -g .

r'r e
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n World=
letnamese studylng Agent’ Orange

Ay ay nems D. amw 3 ﬁma veteranls goif :langu;, liver
Associated Proes men neurologic T y
HO CHI MINH CITY, Vietnam = '"C’eas'ng nimbers loss of sexual potency, skin lesions

group of American war veterans 'of mlscamages and ﬂ birth defects. Some veterans
n 8 recent return visit to Vietnam .. e ed these problems to exposure
Were shown biind children, de. .Dirth deformities were o Agent o.-&g ‘ana many 1aw-

y.i'r::

‘formed infants and a basin full of - recorded at Ho Chi ave been filed
mgﬁlmsﬂ;l:d g:h?rg fetuses - Minh City’'s 'll:'ll.] Du . There has been no agreement
' The Vietnamese said these hor- H ital d d: - within the American scientific com-
; l‘ors were products of Agent Or-. osp ta unng an munity on the effects of the defo-

Alant. Some studies are in the
‘gw. ﬁfb?fﬁtﬁam u:{e:m after the defollant .. ‘works, icluding one an the health

S of t erews and suppori
I a link {o the defollant used by US€.... " .- ©_nelig the U, Air Force's *Ranch,

; forces during the Vietnam Hami”of vattinon, in which larg;
A . areas ietnam were spra
. g hg‘;’gn ggg mﬁggg’ 8 key o defoliant was used, baly 21 mm' with the defoliant, - ©
‘ ’5.. namese haveestabrlljgshed onlya ?ft.heirelnl h‘d such birth de- “Yietnam recentl 3 Jged to‘.-ls fit:a
n or

n — a toxie com wa chemical warfare in Viet-
fant — to what be said was a .mﬁﬂt lﬂmc&eggig%:e{: na:::;gttacks apparently triggered
PP TN By el S ot S A

the war. defoliant's use the statisties, | aﬁt errillasinLa c:dmcc "

. : aecordlng to tﬁe Vietnamese, are gu 05 and Lam-
Vietnamese smd the Us. vet--

incomp )
saw or talked to alleged vie-" e del Zation from the Vietnam The VVA del ation said that in
il:tll::im im!in“’:"i ay ’%‘:}f Vetermagf America, a private its talks with 1etnameseddoct9rs
501 once xnowa as aﬂ resented a proposal.that and researchers, there was very lit-
m d u t 3 m Sould alow U.S. andother foreign tle political rhetoric but rather an
he olan th"" W"ﬁ cl: q scientists to do impartial reseanch emphasis on Agent Orange as a se-
. l‘:d‘“' mothers who had been j; vietnam. rious medical and humanitarian
- Vietnamese officials from a gov- problem that needs to be solved.

ie Vietfamese said their lackof ermm
alified researchers and et}uip- el:,i:cﬁn 3 gg&a?&m -__Whether Hanol would use a joint

, along with the problem U.S.-Vielnamese investigation for
i so%nsthi at oc%urrﬁ inVia” anmd thgp::ﬂd :ﬁf.op::g Bm&gguél&s pé:rposes ort howhtl;;
an a deca 0, Mma overnment — whi
ry extremely dug 2 H““i’ delega on &t the United has no diplomatic ties with Vietnam
ey did provide a few statistles N the ‘meantime, the Vietnamege — Would react to such an effort is
:Hanof's Viel:Duc Hospital, doc- said they welcomed tests in the unclear. -
ry said a group of 956 veterans United Stateson soil and bleodsam-  Communist Vietnam has no iude-
to Agent Orange had been ples taken in Vietnam. pendent  sclentific community
ed and 3.14 percent of theirr The VVA and other veterans which could ehallenio;ts own gov-
dren suffered congenital defor- in the United States have ernment, and even pitals have
ities. In another p of 598 focused on Agent Orange since 1978, political commlssars keep the,
th Vietnamese who had never when the Veterans Administration statf on right ideologncal
n to South Vietnam where the began geiling complaints from track.

'ﬁ‘”‘i’ relating mﬁ.ﬁ the . Increasin numbers” of miscar- criticism of the

-1 - . . "
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Agent Orange left its

By DENISD.GRAY

HOC:HII\&INHCITY Vietnam (AP) — A group of
American war veterans on a recent return visit to
Vietnar,: -were shown blind children, deformed in-
tantsandahasinhﬂlnfgmtesquelyslmpedhmn
fetuses preserved in formaldehyde.

The Vietnarmese said these horrors were products
of Agent Orange, but admitted that they have been
unable to establish acientifically a link: to the

: %etol.iant used by U.S. torces during the Vietnam
aro

Dr.TonDucung a key researcher on Agent

. Orange, said the Vietnamese have established only

. & "hypothesis” relating exposure to dioxin — a tox-

- le component of the defoliant — to what he said was

- & “very high" increase in birth defects in children
of comnmunist veterans of the war.

The Vietnamese said the U.S. veterans saw or
talked to alleged victims in hospitals in Hanoi, Tay

- Ninh and in this city, once known as Saigon. They
either had been exposed to the defoliant or were
chﬂdmnoftamersormoﬂlerswhohadbemupos-

The Vietnamese said their lack of qualified
.researchers and equipment, along with the problem
of exploring something that occurred more than a
sdecade ago, made the inquiry extremely ditficult, .

., They did provide a few statistics. At Hanoi's Viet-
Duc Hospitat, doctors said a group of 958 veterans
exposed to Agent Orange had been studied and 3.34

: i

- Increasing numbers
. of miscarriages and
- birth deformities
©  were recorded ...

during and after

. the defoliant’s use

+

percent of their children suffered congenital defor-
mities. In another group of 593 North Vietnamese
#ho had never heen to South Vietnam where the
defoliant was used, only .21 percent of their
children had such birth defecta,

Increasing numbers -of miscarriages and birth
deformities were recorded at Ho Chi Minh City’s Tu
Du Hospital during and after the defoliant's use, but
thestaﬁsﬂcs,mordingtothewemanm are in-
cnmplete

The delegation from the Vietnam Veterans of
America a private group, presented a proposal
whichwundanowu.s.andoﬂmrfomimmmts
todo itnpartial research in Vietnam.

mark in

Vietnam, too

+ Vietnamese offictals from a go:tmnnqum c‘;\lge'ncy
investigating the consequences war-
fare in Vietnam said they would respond to the YVA
proposal through Hanoi's delogation at the United
Nations.

In the meantime, the Vietmmm said they
welcmnedtestsmtheUnitedStatesmsoﬂand
blood samples taken in Vietnam.

i TheWAmdotherveteransgroupsmtheUnlted .
States have focused on Agent Orange since 1978,
when the Vﬁgﬂrs Administration began gettjng
complaints from Vietriam veterans of cancer, liver
ailments, neurological disorders, loss of sexual
potency, skin lesions and birth defects. Some
veterans linked these problems to exposure to
Agent Orange, and many lawsnits have been filed.

There has been no agreement within the
American scientific community on the effects of the
defoliant. Some studies are in the works, including
one on the health of flight crews and support per-

_ sonnel in the U.S. Air Force’s “Ranch Hand" opera-
tion, in which large areas of Vietnam were sprayed
with the defoliant.

Vietnam recently stepped ap its criticism of the
United States for waging chemical warfare in Viet-
nam, attacks apparently triggered by U.8. charges
that Vietnamese troops now use toxic chemicals
against guerrillas in Laos and Cambodia.

.1 The VVA delegation said that in its talks with

| Vietnamese doctors and researchers, there was

very little political rhetoric but rather an emphasis

on Agent Orange as a serious medical and
hmnammrianproblem that needs to be solved.

} Whether Hanoi would use a joint U.S.-Vietnariese



. Investigation for propaganda or how the United
States government ~— which has no diplomatic ties
with Vietnam — wwld react to this effort is
" unclear. .

Conmmnist Vlemam has no mdepmdent scien-
tific comununity which could challenge its own
government, and even hospitals have political com-
_missars to keep the staff on the right ideological
track. - :

* A few American scientists have come to Vietham
{n recent years for Agent Orange research. Dr. Ed-

ward L, a physicist from California
State University at Fullerton, heads a group called
the U.S. Comunittee for Scientific Cooperation with
Vietnam and was in Hanof when the VVA delega-
tiori visitéd.

Anothidr member of the group, Dr. James Dwyaer,
of New York State University at Stonybrook, travel-
ed to the heavily defoliated province of Tay Ninh to
help write & questionnaire which the Vietnamese
said would be used to gather statistical data on the

- defoliant’s effects. o
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Vets see Agent Orange
'effects on
Vietnamese

| ByDENISb. GRAY = .

. HO CHI MINH CITY, [statiier "oy Sianaire
Froup of American war jiarg said a group of 958
velerans on A recent 'yetergiis exposed to
veturn viait to Vietnam 'agent Qrange had been
studied and 8.14 percent

North Vietnarmese who
had never been to South
Vietnam where the
defoliant was used, only
+31 percent of their
children had such birth

these horrors were pro-
ducts of Agent Orange,
but admitted that they

what he said was a *‘very|
high" increase in birth
defects in children of
communist veterans of
thewar. ’

* The Vietnamese said
the U.S. veterans saw or
talked to alleged victims
in hospitals in Hanol,
Tay Ninh and in this city,
once known as Sa!gon.l
meyoitherhadbeenex-;
posed to the defoliant or |
were children of fathers |
ormotherswhohadbeep.

merd, along with the pro-
blem of exploring
something that occurred

estantit, scientifionty o | Jetects.
a

link to the defoliant used Inereaslnegsm.n:dbers of
by U.S. forces during the ddm'mg“ ”":m:‘
Vietnam War. . 3 Yed at Ho Chi Minh City's
-kel;r. Ton Duc;.‘ang. & 'Tu Du Hospital

¥,
m‘ a:’ea:”mclmmeungmu .and after the defoliant’s
namese have established | : -
only a ‘hypothesis®”| <~ -
relating exposure t0' = use, but the statistics,
. dioxin - & toxic compo-' ! according to the Viet-
motthedmﬂ namm’ Il'emc(lmplete.

America, a private
group, presenied a pro-
posal which would allow
US. and other foreign

" scientists to do impartial
' research in Vietnam.

Vietnamese ofticials
from a government
agency investigating the
consequences of
chemical warfare in
Vietnam said they would

i

posal through Hanoi's
delegation at the United
Nations.

In the, meantime, the
Vietnamese said they
welcomed tests in the
United States on soi] and

in the

began getting com-
plaints from Vietnam

veterans of cancer, liver

aflments, neurological
ers, loss of sexual
potency, skin lesions and
birth defects. Some
veterans linked these
problems to exposure to
Agent Orange, and many
lawsuits have been tiled,
There has been no
agreement within the
American scientific
community on the ef-
fects of the defoliant.
Some studies are in the
works, including one on
the health of flight crews
and support personnel in
the US. Air Force's

e —
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sprayved “with the
defoliant.

Vietnam recently step-
ped up its eriticism of the
United States for waging
chemical warfare In
Vietnam, attacks ab;;

parently triggered
U.S. charges that Viet-
namese troops nNow use
toxic chernicals against
guerrillas in Laos and
Cambodia.

The VVA delegation
said that in its talks with

Vietnamese doctors and -

researchers, there was
very little political
rhetoric but rather an
emphasis “on Agent
Orange as w serfous
medicai and

use a joint U.8.-
Vietnamese investiga-

tion for propaganda or Ag

how the United Siates

to this effort {s unclear.
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Communist Vietnam
has no independent
scientific community
which could challenge its

-own government, and

even hospitals have

tists have come to Viet-
nam in recent years for
ent Orange research.
Dr. Edward 1. Cooper-
man, & physicist from
California State Univer-
sity at Fullerton, heads a
group called the US.

L3

Committee for Scientific
Cooperation with Viet-
nam and was in Hanoi

-+

when the YV A delegation ,

visited.

Anomermemberot-

the group, Dr. James
Dwyer,

sLand

<+

State University at .

traveled to
the heavily defolisted
province of Tay Ninh to
help write a question-

of New York

nafre which the Vlet-_.
namese said would be us- -

ed to gather statistical
data on the defoliant's ef-
fects.
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" “Kerry: Agent

! and an American Fami- |

ly,'* by Cliffordi
Linedecker, with!
Michael and Mammenl
Ryan, St. Martin's °
Press, New York, 240
pages, hardcover, $12.85.

Ledger Staff Writer
Michael and Maureen

By JOHN LOVEJOY i'
i
|

' Ryan of New York have

an ll-year-old daughter
they consider to be as

" much a victim of the

Vietnam War as any

soldier who fought there.
Their child, Kerry, ,

was born in late January

1971 with 22 birth

defects. The parents are
convinced Kerryv's con-

' genital deformities and

disabilities are due to
Michael's exposure to
Agent_Orange while he

was tighting in Vietnam.

Kerry™TH% béen at

during her short life.
She suffered brain
damage during one of

‘her innumerable opera-

tions. She went tem-

porarily blinded by those _
brain injuries, which
also has made it irnpossi-
ble for her to walk. For a

‘while it was feared she

* would never talk again.

Her vision has now

{
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Other birth defects in-
clude a malformed left
arm and hand. She does
not have the ability to
control her bladder and
must wear diapers. She
was born without a rec-
tum, arxi had to be given
a colostomy - an opera-
tion that provides an
opening in the abdomen
through which wastes
can pass into a bag the
patient wears — folive,

Kerry, who reached
puberty at the age of 8,
also has duplicate sex
organs and faces future
.surgery to correct that
- Yet, when the Daily
Ledger interviewed her

rents last ‘month in

an Francisco,her
mother referred to
Kerry as “a triumph.
She's got a very sar-
‘castic sense of humor.’*
- Michael Ryan said,
“Every day when she
-wakes up, she is happy to

-

. bealive.”

The Ryans and their
daughter have gone
throngh mwore pain and
torture in the past 10
years than most families

ly a result of God’s will.
But Maureen began to
have other

after reading about
Agent Orange in

newspapers and

f . e

ity

S

health problems and his

Couple crusade against
careless use
of c_hemi(;al

When she saw a Jim- daughter's birth defects

my Breslin article in 1078 had anything

to do with

- about the death of Paul chemicals or Vietnam.

Reutershan, a Yyoung
veteran who

| Orange,
'that her husband’s

But today he is sure

blamed his that Kerry's injuries are
terminal cancer on his the result of what he says
exposure to Agent amounts to “a felony
it convinced her assault.”

He says his doubts

severe body acne and'about Agent Orange
gradual hearing 1088 o

were caused by the US.

government’s use of !

chemicals in Vietnam,
and his exposure to
them. :
And as she looked over
at Kerry in her
_wheelchair, Maureen
Ryan burst into tears as
the horrifying possibility
began to dawn on her
_that her daughter’s birth

"defects also were
chemically ind

' When she regained
' pontrol of herself, she

called Victor Yan-
- nacone, a Long Island at-

torney, who latér called

her husband.
, Michael Ryan, who
i has been a policermnan
since 1969 and is not
given to flights of fancy,
- was unconvinced that his

3
v

vanished after meeting

' with Yannacone for six

hours and reading a
class-action suit the at-

. torney was preparing to

tile on behalf of veterans
exposed to thé powerful
herbicide, which con-
tained dioxin, the most
potent poison known to
raan. Three
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New York City’s water

L

and » Clifford

Linedecker. 1t also
al:gply cwt?o:igt?gte;' itouches on the plights of .another Vietnam

estimate.
- Ryan came to the con-
clusion that he and his

fellow-soldiers were .

poisoned in Vietnam by
' the U.S. government —
* find government officials
had known the dangers

5 but had not bothered to_

| #arn anyone, he claims.
"L+ “To this day 1
haven't heard from the
- government,” he says.
* “1I haven't filed to be
. tested for Agent Orange
exposure because it's in-
¢umbent on the govern-
ment to notify the 2.5
million U.S., veterans
- who were exposed. I pro-
bably wouldn't even
know about it now if my
wife hadn’t told me
ut it."” ‘

For the past four
years, the Ryans have
been spending their
vacation time and taking
unpaid leaves of absence
to travel all over the
world, leaving their

daughter in the care of -

relatives.

+ They feel it is their du-
ty to spread the word
about what they see not
only as the poisoning of
soldiers and civilians in
Vietnam, but the
wholesale poisoning of

most of the world’s’

population by careless
chemical use, They have
been on the *‘Phil
Donahue Show,” “Good
Morning America,”’
“ABC’'s 20/20” and other
s television and radio
shows. They have been
. gquoted In “Newsweek”
; mnd “Life’ magazines.
“* The Ryans glso have
' ted before the U.S.
 House of Represen-
! tatilves and the Senate
;and have filed a suit in
U.S. District -Court on
s behalf of their daughter.
The Ryans' heart-
breaking story is told
eloquently in the heavily

documented book,.

“Ketty: Agent Orange
‘and an American Fami-
1y,” by a Chicago author

.

aliegedly by chemicals
that were used in Viet-
nam, and, in one case,
Korea.

The book alleges that
those who oheyed their
government’s orders to
fight an undeclared war
in Southeast Asia alse
are victims of their
government’s disregard
for them.

The Ryans have made
it their avocation to talk
about their 2
But it obviousty is not
easy for them to do so,
and as they speak, they
frequently reach out to
touch each other and

struggles, their
daughter’s suffering and
the sorrow and pain they
have seen among other
veterans and their
families. ~

—— 3

®

They tell, for instance,
about the night they met

y, according to - o fother families and in- veteran and his wife,
y C ﬂp?‘dividuals whose u:ﬁ__
have ‘b#en ruineW®y”with muitiple birth

awho also had a daughter

‘defects. The Ryans say
one of the little girl’s
hands looks almost ex-
actly like their own
daughter’s wmalformed
Jefthand.

The deformities of

other Vietnam veterans'

children are almost cer-
tainly due to their
fathers having been
gprayed by chernicals,
the Ryans assert.

Maureen Ryan says of
Kerry, “She’ll never get
married and never know
what it’s like to make
love toaman.’

Michael Ryen savs,
“She's 100 percent
dependent on another
person. She feeds
herself, but you've got to
be there when she's
eating. She has no
friends at home; they're
all at her school. But we
only have one car, and

all her friends are in-
wheelchairs, so we can't
tra them.
“She just sits on the
lawn during hot summer
days, watching the world
goby." D ”
Maureeh adds, .
however, “Kerry is only
one child out of

‘thousands. What started

as a Vietnam veterans’ -
issue is now a human
issue."’

She points to the
documented cases of
deformed children and
incidences of cancer and
other diseases suffered
by returned Vietnam
veterans — -and by
civilians who live or
have lived near toxic
dump sites, such as Love
Canal in New York.

“If somebody doesn't
do something,”” says
Maureen Ryan, “it is the
age of mutants.

Her husband adds,
“The Vietnam veteran is
telling you what the
future of your children
will be like.”"



—-Photobchthlechman
Ken'yRyanandhermoﬂmr Maureen, share a happy mo-
ment. The 11-year-old girl was born with 22 birth defects that her

parents believe were caused by her father's uposuretochanicals
) whenhe wasa soldierinViemam.

-
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"'mnmm&w%mmmm_
- blind children, deformed infants and & basin’

fuﬂo(potuquelyﬂapadmm

- preserved in formaldebyde.

mwanammmd&uebwmm

[~ tifically a link to the defoliant used by US. "
forces during the Vietnam War.- Y
' Dr. Ton Duc Lang, a key researcher on

Agent Orange, said the Vietnamese have

established only a “hypothesis” relating ex-

to dioxin — a toxic component of the
foliant — {0 what he said was a “very

Orange bad been studied, and 3.14 percent
of their children suffered congenital de-
formities. In anolher group of 393 North
Vietnamese who had never heen to South
Vieinam where the defoliant was used, only
.31 percent of their children had such birth
- defects, r T
' numbers of miscarriages and

P

'hi;.-r o

3 Vieinamese estabﬁsri ‘hypothesus- réiatihg
blrth defects, oomponent of defollant

through
Hanei'’s delegation at the United Nations. -

" In the meantime, the Vietnamese said
mummmmmummmmm
blood samples taken in Vietnam,

Orange since 1978, when the Veterans Ad-
ministration began getting complaints from
Vietnam veterans of cancer, liver ailments,
neurological disorders, loss of sexual poten-
cy, skin lesions and birth defects. Some
weterans linked these problems to exposure
to Agent Onnge.andmanthmit- have

‘l'herolmhmnoagreementwithinthe

'Am-:m scientific community on the ef-

fects of the defoliant. Some studies are in
the works, including one on the health of

.ﬂlﬁtmandmppnrtpauonnelinthe

US. Air Force’s “Ranch Hand” operation,

in which large areas of Vietnam were
with the defoliant.

" Vietnam recently stepped up its

" criticiam of the United States for waging

ebunlulnmninvmm attacks ap-
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Agent Orange

Vletnamese estabhsh ‘hypotheSls relatmg {i

 birth dsfects, component of defoliant

HOCHII\MHCTTY Vietnam(AP)-
;AgroupofAmeﬂcanwarvetenmma
_ recent return visit to Vietnam were shown

blind children, deformed infants and a basin’

full of grotesquely shaped human fetuses
preserved in formaldehyde. - -

The Vietnamese said these borrors wem
products of Agent Orange, but admitted that
they have been unable to establish scien-

tifically a link to the defoliant used by U.S.'

~ forces during the Vietnarmm War.’

Dr. Ton Duc Lang, akeyreuarchéron’

- Agent Orange, said the Vietnamese have

" established only a “hypothesis” relating ex-

s:cure to dioxin — a toxic component of the

foliant — to what he said was a “very

- high” increase in birth defects in children
of communist veterans of the war,

aaw or talked to alleged victims in hospitals
in Hanol, Tay Ninh and in this city, once
known as Saigon. They either had been
exposed to the defoliant or were children of
fathers or mothers who had been exposed.

The Vietnamese said their lack of quali-
fied researchers and equipment, along with
~ theé problem of exploring something that

oceurred more than a2 decade ago, made the
inquiry extremely difficult. .

They did provide a few statistics, At
Hanoi's Viet-Duc Hospital, doctors said a
group 0f 956 veterans exposed to Agent
QOrange had been studied, and 3.14 percent
of their children suffered congenital de-
formities. In another group of 593 North
Vietnamese who had never been to South

Vietnam where the defoliant was used, only

.ZIpementottheirehndrenhadmhhirth
_defects.

Increasing numbers of mlscarriagu and- :

birth deformities were recorded at Ho Chi

Minh City's Tu Du Hospital during and after .

the defoliant’s use, but the statistics, accord-
ing to the Vietnamese, are incomplete.
The delegation from the Vietnam Veter-
ans of America, a private group, presented
a proposal which would altow U.S. and other

foreign scientists to do hnpartial meareh_.
" in Vietnam. :

" Viethamese ‘officials from a govern.-

ment agency investigating the consequences

of chemical warfare in Vietnam said they .

“would respond to the VVA proposa) through -
Hanoi's delegation at the United Nations. :

- -In the meantime, the Vietnamese said
they welcomed tests in the United States on
soll and blood samples taken in Vietnam.

° The VVA and other veterans groups in

-the United States have focused on Agent.
.. Orange since 1978, when the Veterans Ad-
ministration began getting complaints from

Vietnam veterans of cancer, liver ailments,
neurological disorders, loss of sexual poten-
cy, skin lesions and birth defects. Some
veterans linked these problems to exposure
to Agent Ocange and many lawsuiu have

- been filed.
The Vietnamese said the U.S. veterans

There has been no agreement wnthin the

American scientitic community on the ef- .
fects of the defoliant. Some studies are in -

the works, including one on the health of
flight crews and suppori

in which large areas of Vietnam were
sprayed with the defoliant.

Vietnam recently stepped up its
criticiam of the United Stales for waging
chemical warfare in Vietnam, attacks ap-
parently triggered by U.S. charges “that
Vietnamese troops now use toxic chemicals

.against guerrillas in Laes and Cambedia.

The VVA delegation said that in its talks
with Vietnamese doctors and researchers,

there was very little political rbetoric but’
- rather an emphasis on Agent Orange as a

serious medical and humanitarian problem
that needs to be solved. .

 Whether Hanoi would use & joipt US- |

Vietnamese investigation for propaganda
purposes or how the United States govern-

ment — which has no diplomatic ties with

Vietnam — would react to such an effort
is unclear.
Communist Vietnam has no mdepmdent

scientitic community which conid challenge |
its own. 3overnment. and even hospitals |
have politica) commissars to keep the staff }

on the right ideological track.

e} in the
US. Air Force's “Ranch Hand” operation,
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Agent Orange

claims unproven,

VA doctor says

By JAMES HODGE
. Despite the claims of Vietnam veter-
ans, there is no scientific proof linking
Agent Orange {o serious diseases, and
residents of Jetferson Parish have as
much of it ~ or similiar chemicals -
in their tissue as the veterans, accord-
ing to a Veterans Administration doe-
tor.

The only disease that dioxin — the
deadly component contained in Agent
Orange ~ has been proven to cause is
a skin rash called chloracne, said Dr.
Gary Carroll, chief of the outpatient
department at the VA hosptial here. He
spoke to & vocal group of New Orleans

veterars Tuesday night at a forum,

sponsored by American Legion Cres-
cent City Post 125,

The veterans, angry about what they
said is poor treatment by the VA,
directed 2 barrage of questions and
remarks at Carroll and two other VA
officials, George Gray, chief of the
medical administative services, and
.John Clark, the VA's regional officer.

Their principal complaint was that
.the VA won't recognize Agent Orange
28 the ause of a variety of disorders
from skin rashes to cancer and birth
defects which some researchers sus-
pect car result from exposure to the

chemica,
“The 1lifficulty lies in the fsct that

many tlings cause the same symp- -

toms,” Carroll said. “And most of the
complaiits by veterans can be attri-
buted toother, known diseases. There
are abot 200 causss of liver failure.”
Diabers, be said, can cause many

of the sympioms which Agent Orange
has been sald to cause. “We don't want
to treat you for exposure to (dioxin) if
you have diabetes.”

He said studies show a low corve-
lation between the amount of dioxin
with severity of symptoms.

He said that residents of a parish
like Jefferson, where herbicides are
sprayed, have as much of the chemical
— or similiar compounds — in their
fat tissues a5 Vietham veterans.

Carron said most studies exploring
the connection between Agent Orange
and specific symptoms are under way
but at least two years from comple-
tion.

Some veterans, however, expiessed
doubt that the government really
wants {0 see any link proved.

They mentioned statements made by
Robert Nitnmo, head of the Veterans
Administration, who has said that if
the government decides to compensate
Vietnam veterans for any harm cansed
by the chemical, the cost would run
into the billions of dollars.

About 12 million gallons of the defo-
liant were sprayed in Vietnam from
1960 to 1971, a period when 2.4 million
Americans served in Vietnam. "

Nimmo sz2id the VA won't bonor
Agent Orange claims until the link to
disease is proven,

A group of veterans recently
returned to Vietnam and were shown

_blind children, deformed infants and a

basin full of grotesquely shaped human
fetuses preserved in formaldehyde.

®

The Vietnamese said they believe
those horrors were byproducts of
Agent Orange. although they, too, lack
scientific prood. s

Last month in Louisiana, the House
Committee on Civil Law and Procee-
dure refused last month to make it

't easier for Vietnam veterans to file
e claims against chemical companies
n that manufactured Agent Orange. It
1. voted 7-2 against a proposal that would
3, have increased the time allowed for
s filing damages. )
l- Iggder the proposal, veterans diag-
k nosed in the future as having medical
e problems that could be traced to Agent
t Orange would have grounds to sue.
»  Existing law begins the statute of
limitations at the time when the chem-
. ical was idenititied as a health haz-
t zard.

Lawmakers said the proposal was
¢ special interest legislation that “would
- opena can of worms.”

[ Veterans, however, may take a free
physical examination and sign the

- Agent Orange Registry iwhich may

. serve as a basis for claims for benefits
i & link is made.
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claims unproven,
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- Despite the claims of Vietnam veter-
ans, there is no scientific proof linking
Agent Orange to serlous diseases, and
residents of Jefferson Parish have as
much of it — or similiar chemicals —
in their tissue an the velerans, accord-
gu,n\!etmmMminismumdoc-

* Tue enly disease that dioxin — the

Gary Carroll, chief of the outpatient
,departrpent at the VA bosptial here. He
‘spoke t¢ & vocal of New Orleans
:veterams Tuesday might at a forum,
-sponsored by American Legion Cres-

. cent City Post 125.

L 'll':ehm_ rans, angry almb;'h:: "J;GY
T} r treatment by ¢ A,
idirecte(r:P barrage of questions and
‘remarks at Carroll and two other VA
;officialy, George Gray, chief of the
!medical administative services, and
John Clark, 'the VA's regional officer.

i Their pal complaint was that
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rroll said. “And most of the

tuother, known diseases:

of the symptoms which Agent Orange
has been said to cause. “We don’t want
to treat you for exposure to (dioxin) if
you bave diabetes.”

He said studies show a low corre-
iation between the amount of dioxin
with severity of symptoms. .

He said that residents of a parish

like Jefferson, where herbicides are’

sprayed, have as much of the chemical
~ or similiar compounds — in their
‘fat tisspes as Vietnam veterans. ‘

Carron said most studies exploring
the connection between Agent Orange
and specific symptoms are under way
but at least two years from comple.
tion.

Some veterans, however, expiessed
doubt that the goverament really
wanis {o see any link proyed.

They mentioned statements made by
Robert Nimmo, head of the Veterans
Administration, who has said that if
the government decides to compensate
Vietnam veterans for any harm caused

by the chemical, the cost would run

lato the billions of doltars.

- About 12 million galions of the defo-
llant were sprayed in Vietnam from

1960 b0 1971, & period when 2.4 million

g ; Americans served in Vietnam. <
pect cay result from exposure %o the.  Nimmo said the VA won't honor
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""'A group of veterans recently
returned to Vietnam and were shown
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The Vietnamese said they believe
those horrors were byproducts of
Agent Orange.falthough they, too, lack

tific . . ,
’dl:.:st mgnr?ho in Louisiana, the House
Committee on Civil Law and Procee-
dure refused last month to make it
easier for Vietnam veterans to file
claims against chemical companies
that manufactured Agent‘ot:::lge‘;u ]l;

7-2 a w
miocm mprtmdloud for

Under the proposal, veterans diag-
nosed in the future as having medical
problems that could be traced to Agent
Orange would have grounds to sue.

Ecxisting law begins the statute of
timitations at the time when the chem-

_ieal was idenitified as o hesith hez-

zard. : :
Lawmakers said the proposal was
special interest legislation that “would
open a tan of worms.”

Veterans, however, fnay take & free
physical examination and siga the
Ageut Orange Registry lwhich may
serve as a basis for claims for benefits
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hgen ﬁmon Agendy's’ 1979 restrictions on . thé magnitude of the Agent Orange
é—q;*'&,axmb,g,-l,s-'r In torésted ureas of Omgon Illegatiom; repeated ad inﬂnltum

ti‘yintto mke facts Ht their conclu-

‘_-'T'N_owhew  there Igﬁl rei;nﬂa-lo& were attacked dn a wide front as ‘ and ad nauseaum.-
¢n _the clicheq_contentivris of : & gatumauy inspund‘ ancl were : . § R dett mmaay, cmy
fthou who' Belleye, Agent ; SR R R R A Tt ST N TR A

birth defects and'a &w&i
%Yude of other problems,’ tltlmugh e
heyare abundant: =" mﬁmﬂ . -
&:"You, and your aditors and writers, -
,wwlddoweutoheeatbeadvieegiv-
m &t the recent annual meeting of -
‘Abe American Society of Ne per
‘Bditors by Michael O'Neill, od
‘;he New York Daily News. One, ol,
ﬁe thlnsledltouneedtodo.O'Nem'
.moted, is to “be ruthless in ferveting
:out the subtle biages - gultural, '
égiscemland Meological - tlnt stﬂl _
"mip Int0 cOpY., .o g s ¢
% Pesticides, euviron_mentﬁ ‘tssues
and “Agent Orange”. ail have been
lyictims of distorted’ reporting
:through misinformation, disinfor-
toation, myth or slmple mlstakes. T
- . 8o, for the record: - :
_' = Agent Orange used in Vietnam -
‘was a 50-50 mix of 2,4,5-T and 2,4.D.
It did have a high concentration of
‘the toxic dioxin (TCDD), an impuri-
formed during manafactute.. <
But, domestic 2,4,5T and 24D '
untal.n only minute amounts of this
foxin, or roughly 1/3000th.of the
-‘&nncewatlon ol a8 Agent.

. A L et e ke

s Thir Nationa] Academny of 86
es {nvestigated charges in Viet.'
im in 1974 that Agent orm{go had'
led peopje and livestock and had ;
acause(t—t;i defects, They failed to
by “ﬂwuwnwn T L e
- R.esearch ‘done tﬁrough the Na
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EX: de’fohant tester may be

e};—zfﬁ% w ‘i.u'i. Bt e
'.nfw.«w\ g gt

. missing | lmk in vets’ lawsuit

q —ﬂﬂ LY -ps T""' kw;*h Pl

F "Gy CAROLYM PESCE sifz ______________.._._.__..._....__.._.-
-, Gannett-News Sorvios v""ﬁ {41 -“%¢ never bothered me. The scientists were there and they didn't

‘ " euu The mu-m Mn any protocﬂvo dothlng on. | tfguud thoy knew what they
i

A .1- - ;mm"
F‘DRT!YERsm-—nem‘.-‘ PO _
Army unit tested Agent _ Ll o : William Hale,
at hﬁ‘%nm‘ . o .. former Agent Orange tester
nptoms cled by ve- - —

POV “ovw pendin against the and. that they had to finish testing it
durinstheﬂetmm .:".,,..,,,."g. d“m before it could go over,” Hale said.
-cide, was nsed to clear jungle .*The convoys supplying the Vietnam
bemdﬂntheﬁut Joliage for American troops. troops were getting ambushed along
affected. . : Velerans have Dlamed the berhi- ‘the supply routes and they wanted
Hale 3ays be and six eide for a range of ailments (rom the Agent Orange 3o they could strip
exposed (o the gkin rashes to birth defects in their both lides of the md along the
cideform:traithtdaymm.emum. ‘The federal government Toutes.”
a test of how weather condi- ' gays a clear connection has not been Halesaeun-mandemlusaup-
would affect aerial spraying.  proven, and bas refused to pay com- piemented by an Air Force weather-
precautions were taken for the pensation claims. man and several civilian scientists.
of the men, he said, until the ~ Victor Yannacone, lead attorney The range, about 12 miles from the
of a nearby restaurant where in the veterans’ suit, sald Hale could main part of the base, was divided
ate started complaining that phe an important part of the legal -into grids by stakes set 15 to 20 feet
plants were dying. After that, action. Finding an isolated group #part. On each stake & clipboard
men took showers after their exposed to Agent Orange that long beld acard, whicheollecteddroplets
nyn be has recently had -'ml?- Ymmmmimuid. help mlgl:b:ndm:is men were responsi
malignant skin cancers ﬁal: a Temn i native, was
fmigr&hge‘;:aachu l::g drafted inlo the Army's 65th Chem- p'g?ﬁ:egd;lew cards onut'hee %'tsm
since the 19605 are get- S8l Company from his job at the Hil- ¢pe pext test, The droplets on the
be says, and he conting- $on Chemical Co. in Cincinnatl when  oprds fater were plotted on a chart
isters on kis lips. the Vietnam War started. He was 5 gotermine the spraying pattern.
. Hale left the service in 1006 — Stationed at Fort McClellan in mqye pilot ygually had time to make
without ever serving.in Vietnam -~ Anniston, Ala,, in June 1962 when he g1yt three runs a day before the

E%
=§

2
a
&
g

T
Efigg
f%ég

E

3&5* 4 E%zﬁéiﬂ

- EE
g?

EE
ggi

(7}



{

about it, beeanselheynldltns
harmless.”

The manufacturers pmnded no
warnings of danger, Hale said, nor
gid the scientists with the mission.

“Some of us were worried

said masks weren't pecessary. It
wouldn’t burt us, they said . . .

“Jt never bothered me. The scien-
tists were there and they didn't have
any protective clothing on. I figured
they knew what they were doing.”

At Eglin, pablic affairs officer Lt.
Laura Pipkin confirmed that Agent

_Orange testing began there in 1962,

*confined to an isolated area” of the -

base. She said the aerial testing
there probably was the first in the
country.

Asked about safety precautions,
she said it was not until the 1970s
that it was first known that the man.
ufacture of Agent Orange produced
deadly dioxin, Until then, she said,
“Agent Orange was (reated as & low
toxicity product.”

In his search for other men in his
unit, the only name Hale recalils is
that of one of the corporals, Howard
Hemmingway, who Hale says lives
somewhere in Mississippi.

About two years ago, Hale heard
that the Veterans Administration
was offering health screening for
veterans who had been exposed to
Agent Orange. Hale went to 2 VA
outreach center in ¥Fort Myers and

told doctors about his headaches and -

his exposure, but they were *‘very
evagive and had very little o say,”
he said.

VA personnel told him he would
be contacted atl a later date about
the results of his test and (o sched-
ule another exam, said Hale, but to
date he hasn't heard from anyone.

Ganmﬂ llm Slnliu

»Wllliam Hale supervlsed enlisted men who tested Agent
Orange before it was used in Vietnam,

{8)
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’b By JOHN LAOVEJOY
Michael and Maureen Ryan of New York have an
11-vear-old daughter they consider to be a victim of

_ the Vietnam War as much as any soldier who fought

Their child, Kerry, was born in late January 1911
with 22 birth defects. The parents are convinced
Kerry's congenital deformities and disabilities are

due to Michael's exposure to Aigm.nnnge while he |

was fighting in Vietnam.
Kerry has been at death's door mam%imes dur-

ing her short life.
She suffered brain damage dm-lng ¢ of her
many operations. She went ternporarily from

those brain injuries, which also has made it im-
possible for her to walk. For awhile it was feared
she would never talk again, :

Her vision has now returned, though it iz im-
paired. She has begun learning to read, and can
now understand first-grade level books. She can
talk, but has a speech impediment.

Other birth defects include a malformed right
artn and hand. She does not have the ability to con-
trol her bladder and must wear diapers. She was
born without a rectum, and had to be given a col-
ostomy — an cperation that provides an opening in

the abdomen through which wastes can pass into a

bag the patient wears,

Kerry, who reached puberty at the age of 8, also
has dupucate sex organs and must have surgery to
correct that defect. _ .

-_—

Is this 11-yea
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' Yet, when the Post Dispatch interviewed her
parents May 18 in San Francsicoher mother,
"Maureen Ryan, referred to Kerry as “‘a triumph.
She’s got a very sarcastic sense of humor.”

: Michael Ryan said, “Every day when she
: wakes up, she'is happy tobe alive.” - - .« . .. .»
{ TheRyans and their daughter have gone through
_ more pain and torture in the last 10 years than most
farnilies ever do. For years, they thought Kerry's
problems and the burdens they created for the rest

of the family were a result of God's will. .

But Maureen began to have other suspicions after

" preading about Agent Orange ifi newspapers and

. magazines.

..

B ) g .

When she saw a Jimmy Breslin article in 1978
about the death of Paul Reutershan, a young
_ veteran who blamed his terminal cancer on his ex-

~yoaure to Agent Orange, it convinced her that her,

husband'’s severe body acne and gradual hearing
loss were caunsed by the U.S government's nse of
chemicals In Vietnam and his exposure to them.

. And as she looked over at Kerry in her wheelchsir
that day in 1978, Maureen Ryan burst into tears as
the horrifying possibility began to dawn on her that
her daughter’s birth defects also were chemically
induced.

When she regained control of herself, she called
Victor Yannacone, & Long Island attorney, who
later called her husband.

Michael Ryan,siwho hasﬂbeenigms :“ p?llcemsn since
1969 and is not given to ancy, was un-

convinced that his health problems and his
daughter’s birth defects had anything to do with
chemicals or Vietnam.

But today he is sure that Kerry's injuries are the
resuit of what he says amounts to *a felony

Assault.”” .

He says his doubts about Agent Orange vanished
after meeting with Yannacone for six hours and
reading a class-action suit the attorneyv was prepar-
ing to tile on behalf of veterans exposed to the
powerful herbicide, which contained dioxin, the
most potent poison known to man. Three ounces in
New York City's water supply could kill the entire
population of that city, according to one estimate.

Ryan has since come to the conclusion that he and
his fellow soldiers were poisoned in Vietnam by the
1.8. government — and government officials had
known the dangers but had not bothered to warn
anyone, he claims,

“To this day 1 haven't heard from the govern-
ment,” he says. “l haven't filed to be tested for
Agent Orange exposure because it's incumbent on
the government to notify the 2.5 million U.S.
veterans who were exposed. 1 probably wouldn't
even know about now it if my wife hadn’t told me
about it.”"

For the past four years, the Ryans have been
spending their vacation time and taking unpaid
leaves of absence to travel all over the world, leav-
ing their daughter in the care of relatives.

They feel is their duty to spread the word about
what they see not cenly as the poisoning of soldiers
and civilians in Vietnam, bat the wholesale poison-
ing of most of the world’s population by careless
chemical use. They have been on the *“Phil
Donahue Show,” “Good Morning America,”
“ABC’s 20/720" and other shows. They have been
quoted in “Newsweek’ and “Life’” magazines,

The Ryans alse have testified before the U.S.
House of Represeniatives and the Senate and have
filed a suit in U.S. District Court on behalf of their
daughter.

The Ryans’ heartbreaking story is told eloguently
in the book, “Kerry: Agent Orange and an
American Family,” (by Clifford Linedecker, with
Michael and Maureen Ryan, St. Martin’s Press,

! New York, 240 pages, hardcover, $12.95.) It also
| touches on the plights of other families and in-




- dividuals whose lives have been ruined, allegedly
bychunicalsthatwereusedinwetnam and, in -
. one case, Korea.
The book alleges that those who obeved their
. government's orders to fight an undeclared war in
:SwtheastAslaalsomvictims oftheirgovem-
ment’s disregard for them.
_ 1. The Ryans have made it their avoqatlon to talk
| about their experiences. But it is obvicusly not easy
- for them to do so, and as they speak, they frequent-
hmchou‘ltolouchotherandclaspeachotheﬁ
~hands as they recount their struggles, their
" daughter’s suffering, and the sorrow and pain they
¢, have seen among other veterans and their families.
- They tell, for;instance, about the night they met
| another Vietnam veteran and his wife, who also had
a daughter with multiple birth defects. The Ryans
i gay one of the little girl’s hands looks almnost exact-
v like their ouwn daughter’s malformed right hand.
. The deformities of other Vietnam veterans'
* children are almost certainly due to their fathers
having been sprayed by chemicals,. the Ryans
" Maureen Ryan says of Kerry, “She’'ll never get
married and never know what it’s like to make love
toaman.”

Michael Ryan says, “‘She’s 100 percent dependent
on another person. She feeds herself, but vou've got
to be there when she’s eating. She has no friends at
home; they're all at her school. But we only have
one car, and all her friends are in wheelcheairs, so
we can’t transport thern.

+ . “She just sits on the lawn during hot summer
. days, watching the world go by.”
- Msureen adds, however, "“Kerry is only one child
. out of thousands, What started as a Vietnam
! veterans's issue is now a human issue."”
" She points to the documented cases of deformed
. children and incidences of cancer and other
diseases suffered not only by returned Vietnam
veterans, but by civilians who live or have Jived
| near toxi dump sites, such as Love Canal in New
i York. . .
" “If somebody doesn't do something,” savs
Maureen Ryvan, “it is the age of mutants.
Her husband adds, ““The vietnam veteran is tell-
ing you what the future of your children will be
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ATLANTA (UPE) ~— The treasirer
of Agent Orange Victims, who died of
. the cancer he believed was caused by
* his exposure to the herhicide while he
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. They said the administration re-
fused to provide adequate medical
care to veterans exposed o Agent
Omnge
Bothmensuﬂeredmmm

: m—lmladyﬂlatmllyonly

affiicts people twice their age.
The lawsuit demands that the VA

Agent Orange and offer medical care
for those who now show signs of .
baving beén exposed to the defoliant.

. Blackmon had aid he thought he
- Was sprayed with the hebicide tn 1967.
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Veteran actlve m dlspute
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© ATLANTA (AP) = As East Point man
; active in an organization that seeks to help

 Vietnam veterans exposed to Agent Orange

" has died of the cancer he believed resulted

¥ from his contact with the herbicide while

aerving with the Marlneé in Vietnam.

e

Orville Blactmon 35 treuurerof&gent
Oran, , died Friday after
. suffering through a long, ravaging fight

, He was buried Monday. N
" He 18 surviv his wife, W

Blackmon was the second activist in the
: 7S-member Agent Orange Victims of Atlan-
. ‘ta to die of cancer in recent months. The

. head of the organization, the, Rev, Tom:

Champion, a Vietnam veteran, believed
. bis cancer also was related to Agent Orange
" exposure, .

The two" menhadjoinedinafedenl
class-action lawsuit in January against the

' Veterans Administration, charging that the

agency refused adequate medical care to

over Agent Orange, dies™ .. -

veuranse:poeedesentOrange used 88
a defoliant in Vietnam. .
‘I'heauitdemandsthattheVAnotin
veterans about potential health hazards con- -
nected with exposure to Agent Orange and-
offer medical care to those who show signs
of havmg heen poisoned by it.’ .o

oney, 0!
the suit against the VA, said two Emory
Hospital physicians who treated Blackmon. -
recently wrote a letter to the New England .

/Journal of Medicine urging that research be

done on possible links between Agent Orange -

' exposure and soft-tissue cancer.

Both Blackmon and Champion had soft--
tissue camcer.

At the time of Champion's death, a
spokesman for the VA said the agency had-
commissioned a nationwide study to assess
the health disorders suffered by veterans .

exposed to Agent Orange. -
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Agent Orange: Vietnam veterans' thanks?

Green Berets who got off the
with him. ot plane

The boos and threats that Carl -
Gillespie of New Matamorss

Agent Orange:
A Vietnom Legacy

remembers as be got off the plane
atill work in his mind.

mﬂym’tuﬁehh&hwﬂm

in San Francisco.”

hard to strike up the band, but whes -

¥ finglly realized 1 was going to
make it I had visualized I was &
hero, not personally, but becanse I'd
done something for my country,” he
:z:*ﬂmeenusqmumnlms

'1&!£ﬂtﬂuﬁngwhumlgulndk
was apathy,” Micky MeKitrick of
Marieita says. I don't feel mont
Americans cared.”

When Wayne West of rural
Woodsfield got oft the plane, he was
marched with other soldiers to & bus
waiting for them at the empty

soldiers to adjust to their return.
“We'd been gone & whole year,”
says West. ““Things had changed,
times had changed. I can't explain
the feeling of walking back into it.
When we returned, we weten't
recognized. People could care less.”
“You're in Vietnam one day and

Jess than 48 hours later, you've a

civilian,” McKitrick says.

Many Vietnam veterans still are
hitter because of the negative way
they feel they were treated by
Americans when they returned from
the war. Those feelings, combined

{See VETS on Paoge Three)

Defollant tests dealing with unknown

By JESSIE MANGALIMAN
Phoeniz Staft Writer

1t took Johin Vandiver almost to

his dying moment to reconcile in his
heart that the cancer in his stomach =

_ and liver could have been caused by
exposure to Agent Orange.

Even his wife sensed hiz gnawing
sense of fear of finding out the truth
about his iliness, that’s why she said
he never sought specific testing for
possitle exposare to the herbicide,

Vandiver died in January of

Center in Georgia are conducting
separate studies of Agent Orange, i
The U.S. Air Force is studying

separately a group of 1,200

Medical Center in Muskogee, Dr.
(See DOCTORS on Page Three)
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; mewmmmmw
_"‘ gatumwnmuwdmpmm

e | smgwmmcludingonemthe
o "mamm‘ﬁgmyw
Hand” opera which large areas
thunmwmsprayedwiththedefo-

upitscrlti-

s n ¢

exposed. . : danofu:eUnitedgtatasfor

... 'The VVA delegation said that in its
talks with Vietnamese doctors and re-

. searchers, there was little political

’ '-'rhetm-icbutratheranvgphasis%
Agent Orange as a serlous medical and
| hwnanitarhnproblmthatneedatobe -
: Whethes Hanoi would use a jolnt U.S.~
wmmmmwm Vietnamese investig: ationfarm \

was used, : or how the U

dﬂldrmhadawh tsglmmnent—whichhasmdip-

nmnbenot _.,_lanatictiuwithVietnam-—-wmdd

and birth deformities were at  react (o such an effort is unclear.

: anﬂmatys'!\muﬂospitaldur----- Communist Vietnam has no
ing and after the defoliant’s use, but the ,Msﬂmﬁﬁcmmmﬂtywhhhmmmld
mmmmdmmnvmm_m mese, : challenge its own government, and

-i The tion from the Vietnam ' "gars to keep the on the right ideo-
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hm-mmw&mb _
[Ahe war rageson. - - o mny
» That was (he tloutt oﬂered Tmou them lu vanltln;,
Wednesday the Vet Center,  diarrhea, constipation and abdominal
uuSixthAn.,hlm pain. R
. b D - neuﬁdioﬂn,lbymetolm
‘of Agent Orange’s two, basic ingredi-
ever crex
He said dioxin never s manufactured

: , -_ 3 »
- group that a 10-month stedy of 7¢
o out’ with 2 rash that resisted

Iml Iludaehu and 1; percent
‘Despite the figures, * ‘Ihoman sald.

Kieler' uldthchmleai wu
wyﬁw_mm“mp,.

E

veterans who claimed exposure
L mmumumme,

"fsnoed

“it's going to be

' " lltlwll
withufu’thue:twm
~rvYhg sody also shiwed hat some

" velerand experience pain in their
joints, extreme fatigue and stiffness,

four-part uﬁe?tht deals with the
delayed effects on veterans. The
group will meet again Wednesday for
a discussion on nuirition apd stress.

The mupport offers aid to

‘women In dealing with their
husbands’ post-trawma

ticluuml
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Urgedon..;
.‘Defoliant, N '

L.J.q o . . N -
“Agent ° Orange is

] WOWTERIUPI) somethjng that's going

:-Pam&Sper& totakeamassivelob-

[gmn elected m‘,ﬂ;ehndofﬂ!in!o“l‘
| mander of the Massa- ization i85 at its

organ

,chusetts Veterans of best doing. We've got
Foreign Wars, says the. "o tne government

, VFW should ‘use its

Iob g to and the chemical com-

| investigate effects of panies 1o Undertake &

a .comprehensive  and
A ik s shou | impartial study, ' and
then have the VA apply

tell Vietnamn veterans’ . ‘rules -
that there's a place for . the same P

Agent Orange as it
gﬁ? E".e;hewvnﬁwu:ﬁ  does to other compens-

| their views heard, able disabilities,” he

l Spera said of his elec- sad . )

.tion Sunday at the
, “group’s 62ud annual
e convention {

. "Vletnam veterans,
as a group, face many
. problems, ‘many of
.~ which can be improved
"~ by the vigorous lobby-
.ing effort we can
“mount. 1 feel wvery
;- strongly that it's in
“ their best interest (to
»~ join),” he told the 3,800
i veterans.
Lo

e P

f
" Spera, 38 of Ame-‘
bora, said veterans -
““must prod the govern-
¢, ment into' conducting
more research info
" effects of the defoliant
‘Agent Orange, used
extensivelg - in
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Agent Orange

veteran burled

RIVERSIDE Calif (AP) A Viet-,

| nam veteran whose death a year ago

triggered national protests about Agent
Orange was finally buried Monday at
“ the National Cemetery here in a quiet
- ceremony atiended by his sen, ex-wife -~
“and.a few friends.
= James Roger Hopking, 33, tirst drew
national attention it March 1981 when
he drove his jeep through the glass
““doors of Wadsworth Veterans Adminis-
tration Hospital in Los Angeles as a
protest over what he contended was
inadequate VA care for the effects of
= the def Agent Orange, widely
.used in Vietnam. .
. Inside the lobby,hejumped out of the
“- vehicle and fired nine shots from sever-
".al weapons into the walls and ceiling,
. -and was arrested. Nobody was injured.
. He died two months later, on May 17,
1981, and his death was ruled a sulcide:
. Buthisbodyhadremahmdinthelm
" Angeles County coroner’s morgue for

',morethanayear pending a second

. autopsy paid for by his second wife,
' Suzanne Hopkins, who contended"_“

Hopkins
m;mt’h's antopsy found nothing

,new to change the suicide verdict

reached at an lnquest in November. :
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