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VA DISPUTES ORTHOPEDIC SURGEONS REPORT

Dr. Earl Brown tells a congressional that
gllegations in an Orthopedic surgeons'
report are unfounded. The complained of
broken equipment, delays in operations and
other troubles at the nation's 172 hospitals.
UPI, Washington, D.C., 09/28/83,- p..1 .-
USA TODAY, Washington, D.C.,!:09/28/83, p.1

DIOXIN TROUBLING QUESTIONS

New Jersey writes a first-person account

of dioxin, his experiences in searching

for answers. (Story appeared in New

Jersey papers and not the one we pet

here at the office.)

NEW YORK TIMES, New York, N.Y. 09/11/83, p.2

VIETNAM MEDAL

The Treasury would be directed to mint and
sell medallions honoring American
servicemen and women who served in the
Vietnam War, under a bill approved by

a House Committee.

UPI, Washington, D.C., 09/28/83, p. 3

DIOXIN PANEL HEAD FIGHTS BUREAUCRACY
Stery on Wayne WIlson, director of the
New Jersey Agent Orange Commission
battle with the government. Wilson says
he has seen his initial attitude of
cautious cooperation with the VA become
more and more adversarial. (Again, this
story only ran in the N.Y. Times New
Jersey editions).

N.Y. Times, New York, N.Y. 09/11/83, p.4

Dtfice of Public
and Consumer Atiain

Washington DC 20420

VA in the News

News Clips

MILITARY WOMEN SAY ROLES LIMITED

Articles provides breakdown of women in
uniform., While the ranks of the military
have declined since 1971, the number of
women and their percentage of total military
personnel have risen dramatically.

USA TODAY, Washington, D.C., 09/29/83, p. 5
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BROMN, RSSOCIRTE DEPUTY CHIEF WED
-CONGRESSIONAL PRNEL TUESDAY.
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‘ BY BRRDARR RBSEHICZ <

| WRSHIKGTOK (UPI) -~ THE vtThRFkJ Fnu;‘ISIR&?IGﬁ I5 GISPUTIHG R
REFOKRT BY R GROUP OF ORTHOPEDRIC SURGEGHS THRY COHPLRIKS CF BRGREK
EQUIPKENT, DELAYS IN OPERRTIONS RND OTHER TROUBLES BT THE KRTIDN'S

EHRNY OF THE RLLEGRTIGNS IK THE
it

BUT IN R SOBETIRES 'EESE REREIHG BEFGRE THE HGHEE VITLRAKS FRFFAS
INVESTIGRTIGRS SUCCOERITTEE, THE GGCTORS STulil BY THEIR COHPLAIN
THERE IS *RR INCRERSIKG B??ERICRHTECh GF KERICRL CREE® IN OGRTRGPEDIC
CERVICES CRUSED BY BUDCET, EBURERUCKRTIC REDL PERCGHHEL PROBLEKS.

THE REPORY MRS RELERSED IR JULY EH B VETERAKS EFFRIRS PREEL OF
THE RESGCIRTION GF DRTHOPEDIC CHRIRERN

REITERRTIHE FIKDIWGS IH Trf KLPORT, DR. JAHES BUSHED §F J80KS0N,
BISS., SRID VETERANS OFTLK RRE FORCEDR VO KRIT FOR BIF SUREERY R
RRTIIFICIAL LIRES EBECAUSE OF BULEELY PRODLENS, WEILL KOHLY 19 SPEH
LAWK SPRIRKLERS, EﬁaTHELEKE-FRGCFIhu Akl CTHER KOH-REDICEBL PR

CONPLRIKIRG GF SLOK REPLRUERERY COF BICSIHG OF KELFURLTIONIN
CURGICRL EQUIPHENT, DR JU EFR KOFTR OF CKLBHDH® CI17Y SRID U7
SIX KOKTHS TO GET THE DEOOK YO & VR OPERRTING RODHR REPLRCED RFTED
FELL OFF 175 HIHBES.

o

"

*HE FUT IN THO REGUISITICHS KD KOTRIHG ®BS LOHT,® BE SRIL.

THE COUR FINRLLY HAS FIAED, HE SRID. “HEER TYHEY FOUND CUY 1 KRS
CORING HERE 7O TESTIFY.®
| THE V&S BROKX CISCOUKTED RUCH OF THE REPORT, LOMPILED FROW LRSI
'KISTGRIES SUBKITTED BY VA CRTHCPEDIC COCTORS. CRLLUIKE THE DOCUNERT *R
DISSERVICE" TC OTHER ¥R HEBLYH CREEL FPROVILERS, Hr CORCLUGEE WRRY OF
THE REPORTED PROBLENS "ARE CORNMOHPLROE® IN IRSTITUTIONS

' 4"}" . .

) 'u'} USA TODAY, September 28, 1983
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ByJANBAR!Y "

HE news last June that dan-
had

Like other reporters, 1 had written
articles identifying that plant, in the
Ironbound section, as a former Agent

i had suggested there might still be
. meagurable traces of dioxin there.
The second thing that jolted me
+ about the news out of Newark was the
. blow to the credibility of Government
experts. Those experts had repeat-
edly maintained that Vietnam veter-
“ans need not worry about Agent
_‘Orange because dioxin residue in
-. Vietnam would, theoretically, have
qusckadissipated in sunlight,
There was a third jolt — almost an
aftershock — when 1 realized that

t dioxin's presence in Newark had-

never occurred to New Jersey's jour-
» nalists, many of whom had done ex-
. tensivereportingonﬁsemc}mnge
How could experienced

Teporters
hve failed to ask about dioxin at that

- Newark site when the Federal Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency first
. listed all the former Agent Orange

plants in 19807
}  Why did it take three years for
{ someone — y an environ-

- mental investigator in Puerto Ricg —
+ 1o ask the question that raised the lid
. on dioxin in New Jersey? :

" ‘There should be a thorough re-

* examination of how the Agent
medical issue is being investigated.

" Despite my being a Vietnam War

 weteran, I was ignorant of this issue
until I began reporting on {t in 1978, *

: Until recently, the big story was fo-

: cused almost exclustvely on Viemam:

! and veterans’ accounts of 1llnesses
. they suspected were connected with
: the chemicals widely used, from 1962
. 10 1872, to defoliate war-zone jungles
and rice fields. After several of my
Agent Orange reports appeared sarly
in 1980 — including one about the
plant in Newark — editors asked me
it 1’d be willing to go to Vietnam if

o

-

there could be found.

None of us thought of going to New- -
ark to see whether dioxin eouldbede-:

tected right here at home.

~ gince June:
qA dermatolopist with the state
University of Medicine and
_said he had treated dozens of Sham-
rock Diamond workers since 1963 for
dxlomcne,nskindlseasem
. withdioxin poisoning.

some way of detecting dioxin residue -

" Congider what has become known '

New York Times, September 11,

. 9A Diamond Shamrock spokesman

“thewuntghadamngedmt?ram.
- matclogist to investigate cause
- Without naming the plant or its site,
that investigator reported his find-
ings in the Archives of Dermatology
in June 1964 — one of several obscure
repm'tsmthat :alemam veterans'
groups for years have pointed to ag an
Indication of their health concerns.

4 The National Institute for Qccupa-
tional Safety and Health (NIOSH) an-
" nounced in W that a review
-of eartier studies of chemical workers
at&ﬂantse:here dioxin was present
had turned up an unexpectedly high
rate of deaths from cancer, as well as
hundreds of cases of chloracne,

The institute’s news release, how-
ever, did not explain that a ajmilar
conclusion had been reached in a re-
view it had made earlier of health
studies on United States chemical

in a British medicaj journal, The Lan-
.cet, in January 1981, according to Dr.
Peter C. Kahn, & Rutgers University
biochemistry professor on the New

test animals exposed to ingredients of
the icide., This news appeared
after of birth defects, serious
and deaths among Vietnam-
ese families and mountain
 tribes to herbicide spray.

' Incredibly, no one at the time—not
in the Federal Government, not from
environmenta! groups, not from the
. press - asked about the possible
_ beaith consequences for G.L's.

workers, This review was published .

1983

Dioxin rTroubhthuestions

Nearly a decade passed before
 ‘Vietnam veterans began to discover
that question for themselvas. This
happened after a Veters: d

cerns about these chemluls
ard what she percelved to be a pat-
tern of ilinesses among many Viet-
nam veterans -- which the V.A.
seemned content to ignore -- to the
press early in 1978.

Since then, public concern about
the health effects of exposure to diox-
in<contaminated herbicides has in-
volved more than Vietnam veterans.
Among the tew cases were:

$Pregnant women in rural Oregon
who had been exposed to herbicide
use In forestry. (This resulted in a
health study used by the E.P.A. in
1979 a5 reason to ban most domestic
uses of these herbicides.)

YEntire communities in Buffalo,
N.Y., and in Missouri that the Fed-
eral Gwemment relocated because
of dioxin contamination.

ADioxin.tainted fish from Michigan
were banned from sale ln New York
Iast spring.

“More questions should be asked

about toxic wastes,”. says Dr. Kahn,
1 *"The state is trying to find out where
the Newark [Agent Orangel wagtes
went. But there are also lots of other
toxic chemicals that are far more
widespread than dioxin in our envi-
| ronment — PCB’s, for example.

“Everyone knows that if you put
toxlc wastes in metal drums, eventu-
. ally the drums leak. You can’t landtill
' this stuff. What really needs to be
doneistoﬁgmouthowtodetoxifyit.
| Why isn’t there a vigorous goverm-
. ment effort to resolve this?”

victor Yannacone, 8 Long lsland
lawyer representing Vietnam veter-
ans in a class-action suit against
Agent Orange manufacturers, of-
fered another perspective after a tele-
vision appearanoe in Newark last

month.

“Follow the trail of consusmer prod-

ucts containing trichlorophenol ~-
that’::I where dioxin comasrgtomtl;e
manufacturing process,”
“Dioxin’s been found in hexachloro-
phene and lots of other products be-
sides herbicides. What has the Food
and Drug Administration done about
this since it first learned about dioxin
in 19707 What has the Public H&alth
Servicedone?” -

Mr. Yannacone, who filed a new

.class-action suit agsinst Diamond
Shamrock in Superior Court in Tren-
ton in June, on behalf of former em-
ployees and neighborhood residents,

added another sobering question.

(Continued on next page)
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DIOXIN (Continued from previous page)

.- Twoyears ago, in an article ina oa-
tional triel lawyers magazine, Mr.
Yannacotie wrote: “As one scientist
‘expressed his concern, “We may have
,mblednaal’:seﬁor_themm
cancer.” " o

*Although It was designated in 1079

the lead Government agency for

Agent Orange health investigations,
the V.A."s handling of this jssue Jed

years before and still not started — be
turned over to the National Centers
for Disease Contral. _ .. - !

s e g

anuueuﬁﬁzéﬂfgmunnm

— four veterans, three scien-

$250,000 budget — i5 planning its own
health study of the state’s estimated
90,000 Vietnam veterans,
c;ﬁhnﬁu;g:amﬂurmuﬂhm
& to
establish (where the Federal Gayer.
-ment has clearly feared to tread) un-

" Earlier this yedr, & lawyear for Dow
state commissi smthlyup.tm
com on's m
'-vithntspemmder.bowhm
‘pal defendant fn the Vietnam veter-
‘ans’ class action suit scheduled to
come to trial soon in Federal Court an

-~ “F don't think it will be too much
Jonger und the mystery [about Agent
Orange's health effects] is going to
©comie to an end,” Guy A. Wiener, the
state Agent Orange - Commission
-chg.irman. said Y
already offered twice to settle out of
‘court.” [Mr, Wiener resigned his post
‘on July 26 but remains a member of

One question that the New Jersey
range health study

F turn from Vietnam 18 years ago was
born with multiple defects, In recent
m. informal surveys at two spina

R associations in Morris County
and on Long Isiand found that most of

"the fathers had served in Vietnam,
+ Alr Forcs Lieut. Col, Alvin L.

UPI, September 28, 1983

UIETNAN MEDAL

‘prod Washington. Frustrated by the
“pace of Fedecal action; the state com -

disgmedtacuabwtvmmvmr-‘

Young said on & récent New Jersey
 television program — and again late
‘iast month in Washington —— that no
unusual patterns of health problems
‘had shown up in the V.A.'s examina.
-tions of about 85,000 Vietnam veter-
snssinoel9?8, ... . ..

~ “We're finding the diseases that
one would expect to see in & popula-
| tion of men growing old,” said Colo-

'Eedppinwnmmnpmb:
So many Vietnam veterans have

complained of similarly inadequate
V.A. examinations that the :fency's
“Agent Orange Registry” of 84,000
health exams ig “‘almost useless,’ ac-
cording to Mr. Wilson, .
Scornful of years of such V.A. ¢f.
forts, Mr, Wiener and Mr. Wilson
have placed their faith in the resolu.
tion of this issue in the more modest
efforts of Dr. Kahn and other to study

(the levels of dicxin in Garden State

veterans who served in Vietnam,
compared with contral groups of resi-
dentsm who did not serve in Southeast
“This research has to be done,”
Mr. Wiener recently sald, “because
noone eise is attempting anything.” ¥l

HASHINGTON (AP) -- THE TREASURY WOULD BE DIRECTER TO WINT RND SELL

MEDALLIONS HONORING THE ANERICAN SERVICEMEN AND WONEN WHO SERVED IN THE

UIETHAN WARs UNDER R BILL APPROVED BY A HOUSE PRNEL.

THE MEASURE KAS PASSED UNANIMOUSLY BY THE CONSUMER AFFAIRS AKD
COINAGE SUBCOMMITTEE ON TUESDAYs AND CHRIRMAN FRANK ANNUNZIOs D-ILL..
SAID HE HOPES IT CAN BE BROUGHT BEFORE THE HOUSE AROUND 0CT. 17.

UNIER THE BILLs THE TREASURY SECRETARY WOULD BE DIRECTED 10
ENCOURAGE UIETNAM UETERANSs MEDALLIC ARTISTS AND OTHERS TO SUBMIT

PROPISED DESIGNSs WHICH HE WOULD CHOOSE AFTER COMSIDERING THE UIERS OF
ORGAKIZATIONS REPRESENTING UIETNAM VETERANS. THE NATIONAL CONHISSION Oh

FIKE ARTS WOULD HAYE T0 APPROVE THE DESIGN.
AP-HX-0G9-28-83 1633EDT
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New York Times, September 11, 1983 -

Dioxin Panel Head Fights Bu‘reaucracy:

By ROGER CONANT -

. TRENTON
HE fighting spirit has never
left Wayne P, Wilson, a deco-
rated combat veteran who
now does battle with the Fed.
eral and state bureaucracies,
Mr. Wilson, executive director of

the New Jersey Agent Orange Com. -

mission, hag seen his initial attitude
of cautious cooperation with the
-i_'ﬁ_: s phaministrgtion ablecome

1 Iy ' P over
-what he views as a callous disregard
for the needs of veterans — many of
whom were exposed to the defoliant
«contaminated with the most toxic
‘form of dioxin, .
' The commission’s main purpose,
under fts charter, is to find out
whether there are provable links be-
tween exposure to Agent Orange and
ailments reported by Vietnam
veterans. After a touch-and-go politi-
cal fight for survival last Yyear,
$230,000 was eventually appropriated
by the Legislature to further new re-
search under the supervision of Dr:
Peter C. Kahn, a commission mem-
ber and & biochemist at Rutgers Uni-
versity’s Cook College,

But Mr. Wilson's activities covera
lot of ground, In March, for example
he testified in Washington in favor of

' # House bill to require the V.A. to pre-
sume veterans to have service-con
nected disabilities for chloracne (a
skin rash known to be caused by
dioxin exposure), soft-tissue sarcoma
{a cancer linked in some studies to
2,4,5-T, which was an Agent Orange
component) and e liver disorder

.linked to exp?eure to toxic sub-

gtances.

The commission 18 “very much”
advocacy-oriented, conceded Mr.
Wilson, who was wounded on his sec-
ond tour in Vietnam,

Mr. Wilson also contends that the
Federal Government did lttle until
state commissions began goading the
Federal establishment and that that
action Is mostly tive.

. “All Federal efforts seem to be
aimed at proving that Agent Orange
is not a risk,’* Mr. Wilson asserted,

Just getting the V.A. tolisten to the
state commissions has been a strug-
gle, he said, About two years ago, ac-
cording to Mr. Wilson, the commis- ,
sion had asked that the states be
glven representationon the V.A. advi- -
sory committee on the defoliant. Fi- -
nally, in March, the new head of the '
V.A., Barry N. Walters, agreed to let .

state commissions collectively have -
-One representative. - .

™ Onthe state political front, Mr, Wit-
' son and commission members are in
! & wrangle with the Governor's office
!omthepaml’l leadership. Several
“weeks ago, Mr. Wilson received a
copy of & Jetter signed by

One of the panel’s objections, said
mﬂm, is tlhamc!m is un-
to people on Agent
f Orange. Also, he gaid, the early
[ phases of Dr. Kahn's research are
about to begin at Barmert Memorial
* Hospital Center in Paterson. And
. other research is being considered by
the Rutgers University Human Sub-
Review Board, an ethics panel:
**The scientific people are very sus-
pictous of any political involvement
*here at all,” said Mr. Wiison, who
- said the panel was chartered as an
sutonomous unit.

In his latest skirrnish with the V.A.,
Mr, Wilson sharply ¢riticized a report
to the American Chemical Society
that said data collected on veterana
screened through V.A. hospitals had
turned up no link between Agent

Orange or dioxin and health prob-

“We think the V.A, should take
steps to take back the misinformation
it put out,” be said, Dr, Kahn assailed
the report from the convention floor,
gaid Mr. Wilson, adding that a Gov-
- emment Accounting Office study in

1982 had found fault with the hospital
screening program as siack on the
regllection of basic information.
As another example of frustration,
Mr. Wilson cited a major epidemio-
~Jogical study mandated by Congress
three years ago, which was

tional Centers for Disease Control —
and which still has not been made. -
The V.A. clearly has set them-
seives up in an adversarial role,” he
::grit:d, saying Congressional hear-
April showed the agency was
"mostly concerned with having to pay
compensation,. . . . T

transferred from the V.A.'s to the Na- .

. Despite heightened public aware-
ness after disciosures about dioxin-
tainted towns in Missouri, “'the issue
of Agent Orange is being controlled
much too much by the V.A,,” he said.
This ambiguous relationship with
the V.A. is one reason the Legislature
in the first place backed the need for
independent, non-Federal research.
“QObviously, there are folks who
don't want to accept the body of evi-
dence” suggesting a link between
Agent Orange and various disorders,
Mr. Wilson continyed, such as ocan-
cers, neurological and birth
defects in children of veterans. “Nor

do we accept the V.A. position that
there is noevidence."”

. "It is incumbent on someone to
' come up with scientific evidence ei-

ther proving or disproving a link,” he
said,

Dr. Kahn’s study, designed in con-
sultation with experts at Rutgers, will
seek to determine whether patterns of
health effects can be traced to veter-
ans with detectable levels of dioxin in
their bodies. He is doing the research
| with & Swedish expert on dioxin poi-

soning, Dr, Christopher Rappe, who
developed means to detect %Ii‘gxm in
residents of Seveso, Italy, years after
an industrial accident spread a plume
of dioxin over the town,

Concerning an Agent Orange con-
iference sponsored by Viewam in
;January, Mr. Wilson and commission
members maintain that, despite the
fact that *a lot of good people” at.
tended, the draft of the con-
ference *‘doesn’t deal much in any-
thing scientific” and recounts much
of what the commission already
knows. At any rate, “anything com.-
ing ocut of there” will be viewed with
m{cim in the United States, he

A seoondary commission objective,
Mr. Wilson sajd, has been to educate

~ veterans, the public and legisiators

on some of the issues, As a result, the
cormmission has eswablished a rap-

" port with many Vietnar veterans.
Mr. Wilson's cramped office here is
swamped with calls and the office re-

(continued on next page)
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veterans, then what? “What's next?"”
hesaid. “ldm'tkmwmt'anut."

A subject that Mr. Wilson has

dU"ﬁPllM but that still raises a

of indignation, is his salary:
m,m.mummmwamm
been awaiting a raise to $24,000 since

July 1982 but it had been tied up in the
unclassified

*g office. As an

state worker, he receives 20 sched.

uled raises.

“I'm probably the lowest.
utive director in the state
_ oey," he likes tosay.
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Military women
say roles limited

By Sheila Caudte
'USA TODAY -

WASHINGTON — Many of
the nation's 190,000 military
women are angry, and ner-
vous, about Reagan adminis-
tration moves to ower recruit-
ment goals for Army women
‘and to exclude them from

close 21 new career fields to
_'women, In addition to the 38 al-
ready closed, and to make
" 3,100 more units oﬂ-limils.
“In this man’s army,”
ns one of its hlghest-rank
enlisted women — a ger- -
geant major — “as & woman,
‘you don't know where you're
. going. When they needed us
they went out and courted us.
Now we're not needed, so0
we're just sloughed to the side.”
. Another woman, a staff ser-
geant, claims current military
) pollcies offer no future “except
.20 or 30 years of saying 'ves,
‘sif’ toaman”
The Defense Department

says such comments ‘are un-
fair, It stands on its recent re-
cord of recruiting and pmmot
ing women.. -

Maj. Ann Wright, who teach-
es in the School for Internation-
al Studies at the Army's crack
special warfare center at Ft.
Bragg, N.C, sees “men
the best military training in the
world here. But women can't
be a part of that Special Forces

training -~ women can't be in
80 many things.”

Mary Evelyn Blapgg Huey,
Texas Woman's University
president and head of the Advi-
sory Committee on Women fn
the Services, told Defense Sec-
retary Caspar Weinberger ear-
lier this year that the closing of
mlmary occupations Is maklng
women's advancement
cult if not impossible and clos-
ing the higher ratings and rank-
ings to women.”

Today. she thinks that Wein-

rger is responding, and that

people “shouldn’t jump the gun
tlon. the

d exec-
New Jer-
|

116,281 96.750

', ‘ -
2 2060,074 117,722 B I% VL
9 . gmszaa 149937 7.

Although virtually all of the
action concerning women is
happening in the Army, wom-
en in the other services are
watching anxiously.

Lawrence Korb, assistant
secretary of defense for man-
power, says a big part of the
problem has been communica-
tion — and mid-level defense
bureaucrats putting out policy
statements without checking at
the top.

“What's ultimately going to
have to happen is that (wom-
en) are going to have to look at
your actions — they're louder
than your words,” says Korb.

By Jukie Stacey, USA TODAY

Korb insists the military is
committed to expanding oppor-
tunities for women -= such as
putting women on AWACs
planes and in misslie silo jobs
— a5 it tries to break down in-
stitutional barriers of a former-
Iy all-male environment.

- Weinberger recently told the
secrelaries of all the military
branches; “Military women
can and should be utilized in all
roles except those explicitly
prohibited by combat exclu-
sion statutes and related policy,
This does not mean that the -
combat exclusion policy can be
used to justify closing career
opportunities to women.”
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