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job,” says Jaemes Shobe. who wus born in
the Zone and has worked here 30 years.

*The members of the Guard are courta-
ous,” agrees Richard Gayer, o computer-
systetns analyst with 22 years of gervica here.
“If you have @ fAat tire, theyll help you. 1
can't think of anything thal made me feel
upiught last year.” ]

fnder the canal treatles, howevar, US.
pollce will be phased out hy March 31, 1982,
and many Americans are uneasy about that.
“T love my home hera, and 1t would take &
Jot to make me leave,” 3a2y3 a housewife.
“But see me alter the American pollce leave
and FL tell you whether 1i's safe O stay.

The main source of presént American dla-
content 18 the U8, Depariment of Defende,
which has taken over the Job of providing
such gervices as post exchsnges, commis-
sarles, hospitals and achools.

The Americans sey these services are in-
ferlor to those formeriy provided by the
Panama Cansl Company. They complain
about large classes for their Mchoolchildren,
school busés that do not come as cloge to
their homas as before, long [ines at the post
exchange and the fack of feod items pre-
viously available,

“Under our old system I could order oys-
ters from New Orlesns, but that can't be
dons now,” says one housewife,

pefange Department oficlala sny they oare
going out of thelr way to plsnse the former
Zom.ans but that they mist conform to the
military's worldwide stanidards of operation.

Amerlcans Agres that the Panamanlan
governinent has kept 1is promise to matntaln
the!r ares in the purk-llke conditlon of pre-
viouy Fears. )

In parts of the former Zoune, now returned
to Panama, the prass i1s higher, the roads
have potholes, and refuse Is gathering. But
in cootrast with crowded, untldy Papama
Clty, just across the streéet, the Amerlcan
area appeass almoss totally unchanged from
years past.

“Alorale at tha canal slumped right after
the treaties went into eJect,’ sayas Joseph J.
Wood, director of the commission’s Office of
Executive Adminlstration. "Bub the Ameri-
cans are now making the most of what they
bhave, and morale }s up again.”

WORIE FORUT SHIFTS

The threataned muss walkout of American
empioyoes hasg ok occurred, Moast losses came
T between Jan. 1. and Oct. I, 1979, when 1,250
Americans retired. From last October to
June 30, only 188 Amerleans took advantage
of early retirement provislons !neluded in
the trentles.

Nevertheless, because the intent of the
treatles I3 to phase Pansmaniang Into key
positlona, career opportunities for Americana
are dwindling.

To Ipsure efficlent operation of the water-
woy, oificials want to retain ai many of the
Armericans as possible--and for pa long as
possible. But Americans see the writing on
the wall. Police Sgt. Henry Twohy, whose
grandfather heiped to bulld the canal, speaks
for many of his compatriots when he says:
I\ge are training peopie to pud us out of a

o, "

MORE ION AGENT ORANGE

@ AMr. CRANSTON, Mr. President, since
September 4, when the Senate agreed to
two agent erange-related amendments—
No, 1549 and 1530—to S. 1188, there has
been much congressional and executive
branch activity on agent orange. The
Senate Committee on Veterans' Aflairs,
which T chair, held hearings on Septem-
ber 10; the House Comumittee on Vetar-
ans' Afalrs Subcommittes on Medical
Facilitles and Benefits, chairad by Con-
gressman Savrzarizioe, held hearings on
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September 16; the President’s work
group to study the possible Tong-term
health eflects af phenoxy herbicides and
contaminants—the sg-called IAG—held
a public meeting.—tha drst of lts kind—
on September 22; and the House Com-
mittee on Interstate and Foreign Com-
merca Subcommittee on Oversight and
Investigation, chaired by Congressman
EcKHARDT, held hearings on September
25,

These hearings have reinforced my
view that if we are to find answers to
the questions about the current health
of veterans who served in Vietnam, stud-
ies must focus on the veterans them-
selves to determinae Uf verious health
problems they are experiencing today
might be linked to their exposure {0
agent orange or other environmental
hazards there.

In adopting ameandment No. 1549 to
8. 1188 on September 4, the Senale
agreed to o provision thatwould author-
ize the VA to study the health effects of
other subsiances snd environmental
hazards to which our {roops may have
been exposed in Sounth Vietnam that
could possitily be retated to cerain symp-
toms evidenced now {n Vietnam veterans.
As I pointed out last Friday, September
2§, during Senate consideration of HR.
3288, neither that provision nor amend-
ment No. 1550—which also was adopted
by the Senate on Sepiember 4 in S. 1188
and would require the VA to promulgate
guidetines for the adiudication of ¢laims
hased on exposure to agent orange and
other environmental hazards in South
Yietnam-—was viewed by the House Com-
mittee onn Veterans' Afairs to he germane
te H.R. 5288, the proposed “Veterans'
Rehahititation and Education Amend-
ments of 1080, because they involved
health-care issues. Neither of these
amendments was thus consldered by the
House for inclusion In the compromise
agreement on H.R. 5234,

However, on Sepn{ember 28, on my
motion, these two provisions, and two
aothers nat related to egent orange but
also viewed as nongermane health-care
provisions and thus rejected by the
House in the context of H.R. 5288, were
agreed to as an amendment in the nature
of a substitute to H.R. 4015, an unrelated
veterans' health-care measure, and H.R.
4015 was returned to the House as so
amended. I very much hope that the
Hause comumittee will act on thig very
important legislation before the end of
the $6th Congress.

Mr. President, I also would like to take
this opportunity to share with all Sena-
tors thres artlcles about the agent orange
Issue thot appeared on September 15 and
16 in the Baitimora Sun newspaper,
Thesa articles, which were written by
Jon Franklin and Alan Doelp, are, in my
view, objective and well-wriiten sume-
maries of recent develgpments related to
this issue.

Mr. Pranklin is a sclence writer who
won a Pulitzer Prize in 1979 for feature
writing and, in 1973, won the American
Chemical Society's James T. Grady
medal for sclence writing, Mre, Doelp is
an investigative reporier,

I ask that the three articles be printed
In full at this point in the Rzcoro.

The articles are as [oilowsu:

September 30, 1980

VIETNAM VETERAMS WAIT AND WORRY AS
SciENTISTS STUDY

(By Jon Franklln and Alen Doelp)

{In laté February. The Evening Sun pub-
lighed a serles of articles examining the con-
troversy surrounding Agent Qrange, a chem-
leal that killed foilage from }ungle plants
and trees during the Vietnam War. The fol-
lowlng article 1s the #rst of two taking an-
other look at the controversy.) '

Three years after g4 government casework-
er fArat eharged that Vietnam veterans and
their children were dylng of Agent Qrange
poisoning, mote than 3 million px-servicemen
atitl don't ¥now whether they should worry
ar not. :

The scientlfic case against Agent Orange
remaina extremely weak, but clear evidence
that could reassurs the veterans is lacking.

. Health experis say the veterans can expect

to walt years for the answers they want,

Legnl remnedles, {f merited, are equally dis-
tant. Although attorneys for veterans hove
Aled ona of the largest, and most complex,
personal damnge sults in history, the 1tiga-
tion: la proceeding even more slowly thaa the
selonce,

To date the only tenglble result of the
controversy 1s a growlng cohesiveness among
Vietham vweterans who, 14 years after ehe
war, have begun to demand—ahd recelve—
recognition of their speclal prohlains,

“The Veterans Adodnistration 1s still play-
ing 1ts gaws,” somplaing Vince Lomhardi,
prosident of Baltlimore's T00-member Viet-
nam Veterand’' group. “Nobody's gettlng thele
dlsabilitles or anything.™

On ths other hend, he sald, the issue has
brought local veterans together to lohby for
benefdts and present & united front to the
federal government, Thet untted front hza
galned them, rmnng other things, 8 way to
get treatmoent far o variety of allments that
veterans thiok ars due to Agent Orange.

The VA 13 consistently refused to treab
sllegad Agent Orange symploms, because no
military service connection has been proved.

If & veteran writes “Agent Orange” or
“herbleide” on his treatment appleation,
his case ls deferred, Mr. Lombardl satd. But
when veterans llst their symptoms without
writing “Agent Orange” oo the formy they
often get the treibtment they ask for.

Mr. Lombard! and many other vetarans are
bitter atout the nation's {nabllity to address
thelr con2erns about Agent Orangs In a
timely foshion,

“*We want to know now,"” Mr. Lombardi
says, “not 10 years from now. I don't care
about my problems so much, hut I want the
VA to do something about my kids,”

But the government i3 gonstrained by a
law that says the veterans ¢on’t be ¢ompen-
anted unless there {3 4 connection between
their health problems gnd thelr prior mill-
tary service. Allegatious are ptentiful but the
fects to back therm up have been didicult ta
ohtaln.,

Time after tima, short-lerm studies that
tha veterans hoped would ald thelr cause
have talled to do ao.

Their moet receat disappointment involved
& study deslgned to test the charge that
Agent Orange ultimately rendered some ex-
soldiers sterlls and athers Impoient, and
triggered birth defects In the children of
thosa who remalned sexually competent.

To test that theory {n Intce, sclentists with
the Natlonpl Institute for Euvironmenial
Heulth Sciences fed targze doses of Agend
Orange to male mice, Contriury to what
milght have been expected by the veterans,
the mice suffered no long-term or delayed
effects. Theoy rentaloed sexually  active
theoughaut the trlals and their offspring re-
mulned no more Hkely to suiler birsh defscts
than the oifspring of mice never exposed (o
Agent Orange.

Vetarans had alse hooed for pesitive re-
sults from a human study focusing on a
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group of Monsanto employees who were
heavlly exposed to Apent Cranpe components
during an explogion i Nitre, W. Ve, 30 years
aco. But the only study compleisd so far
demonstrates that the death rales smong
those workers remained normal, -

That work was financed by Monsanto, but
1t wans based on publicly avabisble bealih
documenis and statistics.

Evigence could gtill emerge 500N, however,
that would back the weterans' clalma, The
Wonsanto study 15 continuing, now Jocusing
on the health of the workers who sre stlll
pllve afier the 90 yesrs, and 1t could s5tiil
produce new avidence. .

There 15 also & competing study eommls-
sloned by the steelworkers' unlon, which
represents the Monsanto workers.

Both studlss, cenducted by nationally-
krnown stientlists, were due for release esr-
lier this sununer. Neitber has been com-
pieted and ihe scientisis invelved have con-
sistently refused to divulge any preliminary
andings,

Whatever the outcomes of limited, shorte
term research projects, finsl concluslons
ghout the Agent Qrange controversy wiil
have to emerge from larger studies that focus
on Vietnam veterans, not mice, rats, guines
pigs or industrial workers,

There are 3wo suth projects in the works,

The most critical ¥ & masslve epldernlo-
jogicnl Investipation of the heslth of Viet
nam War veterans, This one alme at the
heart of the Issue; Are the veterans any less
healthy, on the average, than the rest of the
populstion? Or are the victims of brain
tumnorg, birth defects and slintlar conditions
simply using Apent Orange end the unpopus-
Inr war g3 8 scapegoat?

The study will als¢ compare the heulth of
Vieinam vetersns thought to have been ex-
posed L0 the herbleide with the health of
ex-servicemen from other wars,

This study 15 the jargest Agent Orange in-
vestipation contemplated by the government
and 13 expected to provide concluslve an-
swers to the veterans' charges. But to be
thorough it must be meticulous and thst
takes itime, Government oficigls estimeate
that the report will not be ready for ai jeast
three yeors and probably longer.

The other study, beinp undertaken by the
Alr Yorce, will determine the health of the
1,200 servicemen asslgned to Operation
Ranch Hand, Those were the men who acta«
aljy handled and eprayed the herbicide, and
are belleved to have received more exposure
to it than any other group. Some of the
Rancth Hand “Cowbovs" even drank gmell
amounts of Agent Orange.

The Ranch Hand Association, tonslsiing of
400 former Cowloys, claiing Hs members do
not puffer from s&ny slleged Agent Oranpe
sympiloms. The Alr Poree Intends to find out,

These lsrge-senie studies could yield sur-
prise enswers. There are severa) clrcum-
stances In whiclt bolh the velerans snd the
manufacturers of Agent Orange could be
correct,

H the ex-servicemen 6o have cicessive
health problems, but those problems prove
to be unrelated to Agent Crange, other sub-
stanees and clrcumstances ey he studled,

For instance, #f Rancth Hand members
prove to be In good health. but ground com-
bat veterans do not, the focus of the investi-
gatlon may shift away from Agent Orange.
Tropical service left ezrller ponerations of
soldiers with Mngeriog aiiments and, In the
ease of Vietnam, ground troops were Tequired
to swallow BN exverimental malaria drug,

Dapsone, that has been clinleally linked to

many of the allments the veterans now com-
plain of,

Most pround troops in Vietnam regularvly
tock Dapsone or another mealaria vl
Clilorodoquine-Primaguine. Phots, including
those who flew the Ranch Hand missions. dig
not toke elther drug.
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Bul &ny health claims, or the correlation
of 1these clalins with anyibing edse. are stil)
speeulative ahid will Tematn sa untl) more of
the studies are complele,

In the ineantime, the larpest personal
damape lawsuli in hisiory Jumbers nlong
in & New York federal court. More than 4,000
velérans are suing the five chemical com-=
panies thay manufactured Agent Orange,
clabming 10 rulned thelr health or that of
their children.

The sudt s sgoinst the Dow, Monsanto,

Dlamond Bhemrock, Thompson-Hayward,
and Hercules chemlecal companies, all of
which manufsectured Agent Orange, The
damagpes being asked reached $40 biillon, af-
ter which the veterens’ aitorneys quit even
specifying the figure,
T vAl the defendant companles together are
only worth mbout $10 billion* said Victor
Yennacone, the plaintifis’ lead jawyer, "Ob-
-viously K'$ not realistlc to talk about
Eiralghtforward damages.”

Instend, the plaintiffls want s trust fund
crested out of the companles’ earnings to
compensate vetersns who can prove their

benlth problems are related to Agent Cranpge. .

Meny veterans, including more than 100
in Maryland, have refused to join My, Tamna-
cone's sult angd hove fited thelr own suits.
“We want our cases tried in Maryland, by cur
ngighhors,™ Mr. Lombard! sald.

The chemienl companies, saying they are
couvinced thet the health problems are une
related to Agent Grange, say they will fipnht
the claims every step of the way, Lawyers in-
wvolved In the ease say they expect it to drag
on for years.

HERBICIDE EXFERIMENTS ON Mice Fann To
BrrrorT VETERANS CLaMS
{By Jon Franklin end Alan Doelp)

Heavy doses of Apent Orange falied to
produce elther birth defects or delay health
problems in & gerles of momise experiments
recently completed by the Natlenal Toxicol-
ogv Frogram,

The experiments were designed to help in-
vestigale charges that soine Vietnam ‘War
welerans and thejr children are puffering all-
ments that stem from 1he soldlers’ exposure
$0 the controversial defollant,

The sclentists fgq high does of Agent
Orange to several hundred mate mice. which
they then bred with unexposed females, The
c¢hemicals made the mice sick, but when the
polson was withdrawn ther recovered com-
pletely and thelr ofspring were no dlfTerent
Irom the offspring of normal mice used as
controls.

‘The cantroverstal chernleal, called Agent
Orange because it was sghipped to Vietnam
in orange-striped barrels, was sprayed over
large tracts of the tropleal jungle in an ef-
fort 1o deprive commuplst soldlers of cover.

The chemical! was 8 mixture of two herhi-
cides—2,4-D and 2,45 T—both considereg
harmless to rRulmal lfe, But 1t was rlso con-
taminsted with & manufacturing byproduct
known s dioxin, one of the geadliest poisons
ever synthestzed.

Veterans' groups claim that soldiers exs
posred to Agent Orange, and thersfore to
dioxin, now sufféer from a variety of serlous
allmenis and have fathered abnorme) putn-
bers of defective ehilldren,

While snima) studies do not necessarliy
apply 1w bumbng, a finding thet Apgent
Oronge ceused birth defeets in mlce would
have dramatlcally bolstere¢ the veterans’
clatmg. The toxicology study, however, did
the opposiie.

Three groups of mice that were fed vary-
ing levels of the dioxin-lnced herbicldes
meted normally and produced offspring with
no more birth defects than did a fourth
group of mice kept under tdentical-condl-
tlons but nat exposed to Agent Orange.

- Many veterans who complain of steriiity
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&nd tmpotence blame those problems on
Agent Orange. The three scientisis who pers
formed the mouse study sald the polsoned
mice remalned sexually eompetent.

Muny earller :tudies did nothlng to re~
solve the Agent Crange controversy becauss
they wire pooriy deslgned and, as 8 result,
produced embiguous results that fueled the
arguments of both stdes,

One EPA.sponsored study of birth defecte
in Alzen, Ora., for instance, reported a cor-
relation between the application of 2.4,5-T
and spontezneous abortlons by women Hving
near the sprayed areas.

The study imamediately led to an emer-
pency EPA ban on most uses of 24,5-T, but
many sctentists, including a group at the
Unlversity of Oregon that has examined the
study in detall, clelm the Alsea report iz
riddied with errors and tnaccuracies.

According to one scathing analysls, the
EPA Investigators gathered their data incor-
rectly, then compountded that error by mis-
interpreting the faulty data to produce un-
warranted conclusions.

The case against tlie Alsea work is bol-
stered by & subsegueni EPA<funded study
thet found no traces of dlexin or 24.5-T in
milk samples teken Irom nurslng mothers
In several mreas where 2.4.5-T was regularly
used, .

It the criticlsm prevalls. the Alses study,
and with it the ban, may have to ba junked.
The EPA g presently conducting hearings
in Washington to determine whether the ban
should be Dited.

As a result, sclentists investipating the
controversial gquestions concerning Agent
Orange are under pressure 10 deslgn studies
that will yield definftive answers.

The Tost hmportant of those studies will
be & large-scale epidemiolopical mssessment
of the health of Vietnam War veterans. The
long-term project will ultimately setile the
Issue of whether the Vieinam véteran is, on
the average, any slcker than the genera)
population,

Because 50 much rests on the results, the
project has proceeded at 4 glacial pace, Con-
gress congidered the study for weeks before
mandating it last fs!l. Since then, the Vet
erans Administration has been busy selacting
# contractor to do the creative woyk of de-
slgning the etudy.

A VA spokesman said the design contract
may be awsrded as ear!?y &5 this month. De-
signing the study 1 expected o take about o
year. Once the design Is completed, {¢ wilt
take at least two more years for the study to
begln producing anzwers,

In the meantime, the Watlonal Toxlcology
Program proceeded with 1t mouse study in
an attempt to et least partially answer the
guestions involving blrth defeets and long-
term effects,

The toxicology study 16 2 model of careful
exper[mentation. The 200 mice were divided
into four experimental! groups of 50 erth.
One group of mice was treated lke the rest,
except that they werz not fed any Agent
Orange. They serve &8 the comparison point,
or control, necessary to & defnitive animal
experiment. .

The other three sroups received three dif-
ferent mixtures of Ageni Orenge herbiclides
and dioxin, so that the relative toxicity of
the chemlcels involved, as well as any possi-
ble cumnulative effects, could be measured.

The high doses of Agent Orange did, as
predicted, have an efect on the mice. They
loat welght, thelr livers swelled, thetr thy-
muees {4 Emall i{mmune-system  organ)
shrank, But those problems dld not Inter-
fere with the animal’s sexual abilities.

When the chemlesls were withdrawn, the
Iivers shrank back to normal size, the thy-
muses gréew and the animals quickly regained
thelir lost weight. . )

The complete recovery of the mice con-
filcts with veterans’ claime that they are suf-



S 14162

fering 1) cffects & decade and more afier
ihelr exposure  to relailvely  miniscuie
amounts of Agent Orange.

The scientists, when examining ilhe off-
spring of the poisoned mice, found a small
perceniage of defects. But when that tslly
of deformities was compared 1o birth defects
In the ofispring of thc unpoisoned control
group of mice, they were statistically identl-
cal,

A specific “beckground level” of birth de-
fects occurs nhormally in a1 mammels, in-
cluding humans. Whlle some children of
Vietnam veterans are born defective, sclen-
1ists gquestlon whether the numbers of such
problems are any higher than those in pepu-~
lstlon groups never exposed o Agent
OTARnEe.

S7upY "MEANINGLESS" TO AGENT ORANGE

COMNIROVERSY

(By Jon Franklin and Alan Doelp)

A study lbet found {race levels of dloxin
in ihe fatty tissue of Vietnam veterans is
actenlifically valld but virtuslly meaningless
in resolving the Agent Orenge colitraversy.
the study's chief sclentlst says,

The findings, which were first revealed sev-
eral months ago, showed thet fai semples
from 11 Vietnam War veterens conlained
peris-per-trillion levels of dioxin, the pol-
sonols byproduct that contsminated ike
militery's Agent Orange herhiclde,

The veteranhs' dioxin levels were & thousand
times less than the smallest amounts shown
o ceuse healih proklems in thée rmest sensi
tive lahoretory anlmals, Nevertheless, the
study fueled the fears of veterens, who have

blamed everything from impotence to caneer

on thelr wartime exposure to the herbieide,

Of particular concern was the fact that i1
of 20 sliegedly exposed Vietnam War veterans
showed positive traces of dloxin while such
trices were found ln only four of 10 in a con-
trol group of veterans whe were in Vietnem
but who said they were not exposed to Agent
Qrange,

Those nunibers were widely Interpreted as
implying that many infantrymen who served
in Vietnam still carry potentially hermiful
traces of Agent Orange In thelr bodles, But
Dr. Michael L. Gross, the sclentist who con-
ducted the study, says no such interpretation
e warrented,

Secording to recent testimony at on En-
vivenmuentel Protectlon Agency hearing in
Washington, the meaning of the resnlts muy
e open 1o question because the dioxin levels
&re 50 minuscule Rnd the technlques regulired
1o measure such vanishingly small quantities
are =o highly experimental, E

Dr. Gross 18 & professor of chetnistry at the
University ol Mebraska end director of the
hiidwest Center for Mass Spectrometry, one
of six such centers in the ccuntry, He !5
recognized as one of the natlon's Joremost
enalytlcal chemists and bas done extensive
chemical studies for the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency, including several studiles fo-
cused dlrectly on dioxin,

He pald the nounber of fet samples enalyzed
was far too sinall to show whether or not
Viclnsm veterans are any more llkely to have
dioxin in thelr fat than are average Amerl-
can cltizens. Anbther test, conducted inm an
identlcal manner, could show average Amer-
lcans with higher dicuin levels than £Xx-
scidiers, he salid.

The levels of dioxin discovered in most of
the Vietnarm veterans were on 8 par with lav-
#ls found among mermbers of the penersl
population, Dr. Gross sstd. -

“If & guy was In the Infantry, he’s prohably
not carrying high levels of dloxin,” Dy, Gross
said. He sald he didn know whether paris-
per-tiltion dioxln levely pose B danger, but
if ihey do, the veierans aren't snymore at
risk than other Amerlcans exposed to gioxln
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from domestic herbicide eppllicatlons, the
use of chemirals ke hexachiorophene, or sir
polluiion.

“Maybe we'Te all In trouble,” eaid Dr.
Ciross. “But If we are, weTe together 1n it,
&t least.”

The one meantngiul part of the test, he
meintained, Involved three veterans who sald
they recetved emiremely high exposures to
Agent Orange during the Vietnam War. Fat
teken from one of the three showed no di-
oxin traces, but the two others showed higher
concentrations than anyone else in the ex-
periment,

All three were dlrectly Involved in the hab-
dling snd appllestion of Agent Orange. The
highest dioX1n reading attained by Dir, Gross,
for instanece, came from 2n Alr Force me-
chanle who spent a year in charge ol a herbi~
cide unit.

That veteran told the govermment thet
he’d handled and pwmnped herbleides into
glrernft tanks, that he had continuously
breathed herbiclde fumes and that he “gwam
in it." Three separate 1ests on his fat sample
yielded resulis of dioxin levels of 63, 06 snd
100 parts per trililon.

Other veterans who tesied positlve had
levels In the neighbarhoed of 3 to 14 parts
per trlllion, compsraple to the amount of
dloxin found in the 1st of American civilians
and very close to the 1tmit of detectlon.

But, Dr. Gross sald, the fact thai two of
the three vetergng rated most heavily ex-
posed by ike Veterans Administration were
rhown to have relatively high dloxin levels
does Indicate that heavily exposed persons
may indeed crrry Vietnam War ¢ra dloxin in
their fat. :

Whether or not that poses & danger, no-
body knows, .

For that matter, 1t isn't even clear that
the two-out-of-three ratlo is correct. In
crosg-exatnlnation, et aitorney for Dow
Chemical C0., one of the manufacturers of
Agent Orange, cha’lenped the ratlonality of
the Veterans Adminisiration “heavily ex-
posed” clessification.

The lawyer pointed nut thet, according to
government documents, several other vet-
erans who sald they were heavily exposed
were not s8¢ classified, Thelr dloxin levels
came out elther nll or relatively low.

Far instence, one man told VA doctors he
received “severe, direct vepeated oxposure’
when Hylng throurh herbleide sprays on
sconting misslons, He was not Usted &mong
the most heavily exposed.

If the claselfications are modified to in-
clude all such velerans in the “heevily ex-
posed” class, even those findings lose some
of thelr sinigter chareecipr. Depenclng on
who decides the menning of "Lesvily ex-
posed,” up to half of such Vielnem vélerans
have low or nll levels of dioxin in their Iat.

Thres Alr Force officers who do herhicide
resparech and who classified themsclves &8
extremely heavily ciposed were exciuded
from the totals. Two of them hagd glexin
levels on n par with thet found in the Don-
milltary populstion and the third tested

- negatlve.

In an inlerview, Dr. Grosz ¢alled for B
larger, statlsticelly slgntficant study de-
signed to provide concrete snswers to thé
questions reised by Lhe first one.g

NICARAGUAN REFUGEES SHOULD
HAVE THEIR VISAS EXTENDED

& Mr. HELMS. Mr. President, afler the
triumph of the Bxndiniste government
on July 19, 1979, some 15,080 Nicara-
guans fled from the fear of persecution
and Marxist retribution to the United
States. The US. Embassy in Managua
adopled a geperous poliey of granting
tourist visas, with no questions asked.

September 30, 1980

Those exiies who came io ithe United
Biates thus faced an uncertain future, as
more and maore evidence accumilated of
Bandinisla murders, tortures, and im-
prisonments of any Nicaraguans who
were Mdenounced” by their fellow citizens,

In the midst of social upheaval and
tragie actions, many opporlunities for
Eatred, revenge, and personal advance-
ment present themselves accompanied
by passien and social disin{egration: This
combined with the Marxist dominance
of the revolutionaries has led many of
the exfles to believe Lhat tc return home
wouid be an act of {olly, If not suicice.

Six months ago, the visas of ithese
exiles were extended, expiring on Sep-
ternber 28—ihat is last Sunday. That
date was the last deadline for voluntary
departure. After that, the exiles face de-
portatlen back to Nicaragua to face the
Sandinista’s Marxist revenge.

Despite the obvious danger these exiles
face, the Carter Administration has re~
fused to extend their visas ggain, The
Slate Department holds that each one of
Lthe 15,000 must 2pply for political asylum
ss an individual case, supplying support-
ing documents. This is a Jengthy process,
one that could take months or even years,
leaving these exfles in a state of sus-
pended animation and with ne settied
means of iivelihood, It is to be noted that
these exiles do nol enjoy the benefit of
financial assistance or relocation support
or counseling,

The only concession which the admin-
istration has made is to exiend work
permidts for 2 months—an ambiguous re-
sponse in the light of the indefinite
tepure of asyium hearings. :

This hard-nosed response contrasts
with the treatment which has been ac-
corded to the Cuban and Haitian exiles.
Under the Refugee Act of 1980, the Presis
dent hag designated a speclal category
of Cuban-Haitian refugees to enter as
a class, and as we know, almost 150,000
have done so, ’

¥es the adminietration has pot done
the same for the Nicaraguan exiles—
exiles who are clezrly political exiles in
the midst of revolutionary upheaval. 1
call upon the administration to do so
now.

The Nicaraguah group is a group
clearly defined by entry dates, and con-
sists of highly motivated citzens who, for
the most part, were leading nroductive
ilves In = capitalistic economy. It is &
relatively small group which could be
inlegraied inta U.S. sociely without the
social problems created by Castros
nahipulation of the Cuban exodus,

Moreaver, in the light of the events
of the past few weeks, such an action
would be a humanitarian deed. These'
events have heighiened anxiety and ten-
sion in the exile group as the Nicaraguan
Government more and more has dropped

- jts mask, Consider the foliowing:

Pirst. On Sspiember 5, two Cubans in
8 Lear jet were seized by the FRBI for
presenting false Nicarsguan identity
papers. The Miami Herald noted that
the Cubans were believed to be on an in-
tellivence operation.

Altheugh the Nicaragusn eounsul
vouched for them, they were departed
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