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RINGS OF VIETNAM
VETERANS AGAINST THE WAR .

HON. GEORGE McGOVERN

OF S50UTH DAROTA
THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES
Monday, May 17, 1971

Mr. McGOVERN. Mr. President,
anong all of the testimony in favor of
an end to the war in Vietnam, I am
sure that many Amerjcans will agres that
the most eloquent came from the Viet-
nam veterans who were in Washington
from April 19 to April 23,

Because much of their story had not
been made available to the Senate and
to the American people, I organized ad
hoc hearings for them on April 23 and
invited all Members of the Senate, what-
ever their views on the war, to partici-
pate. Those of us who were able to at-
tend those hearings learned ahout spe-
cific events that we had not known
earller and saw, at first hand, the effect of
the war on young Americans who par-
ticlpate In it, Their language may have
been rough, but their message was clegr,

To those who will read the record of
that hearing, I draw your attention to
these points: - :

The testimony of one man who has
admitted that he participated or wit-
nessed what we can all recognize as war
crimes or atrocities:

The fact that a veteran who supports
the administration was heard at greater
length than any of the other witnesses
and that men, who had come to Wash-

. Ington because of their passionate dis-
agreement with his point of view, heard
iiim out; . -

The testimony of a medic, showing how
brutalized we have become in our evalua-
tion of human life because of the Viet-
nam war;

The testimony of a veteran who con-
ducted e careful survey of men return-
ing from Vietnam which demonstrates
that the Vietnam Veterans Against the
War probably represent the majority
view of those who have served in combat,
The testimony of this man and others
also shows clearly the great inadequacy
of the veterans benefits we are providing
to those who return from war, burdened
with guilt and denied the homecoming of
heroes;

The testimony of one man who was in
‘combat in Leos in early 1969, a time
when; because such o penetration of that
countly was a blatant violation of inter-
hational law, our Government lied to
the American people and covered up this
Penetration into Laos;

The eloquent statement by Senator
MonpaLe who told the veterans:

You are our best hope that we won't re-

live this tragedy again,

The words of one man*
I am here not for either
Amerieantsm, but for peace,

And the words of another who char-
-acterized the war as: ‘ _

The incompetent telling the unwilling to
do the unnecessary for the ungrateful,

The testimony by one veteran who is
intlmately famillar with U-2 photog-
raphy including the use of infrared de-

Communism or

vices which indicated that the Defense
Department must have known that the
POW camp it raided in North Vietnam
was completely deserted and that the
raid must thus have been:

Carried out solely for propagande purposes

-&galnst the American public.

Finally, the statement flied after the
close of the hearings by a veteran who
had witnessed the taking of hostgges by
our Vietnamese ally and the killing of as
many as five of those hostages for each
mortar round which fel} into his camp.
This horrifying practice is exactly what
the Nazi forces did in occupled territory
in Europe during World War II. Yet now
such people are our allies, S

"I'have asked the distinguished Senator
from Mississippi (Mr, STENNIZ), who
serves as chairman of the Armed Sery-
ices Committee, to hold formal hearings
on the charges of such actions and the
many others brought cut in the “winter
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- There will be otber members of the

the floor of the House of Repre:

cornmittees of the Congress, but many of
them have not had that opportunity, I felt
this would be a useful way to spend an hour
and a half this afternoon, listening to some

. of thess men who have logked at the face

soldler” ipvestigation, and I sincerely

hope. he will schedule such hearings at
an early date, :

The purpose of such hearings would
not be to find a scapegoat for our in-
volvement in Indochina, but to show the
kind of practices that have come Bo
much to characterize the conduct of our
Armed Forces because of the futile na-
ture of the confifct there., -

These tragedies, these atrocities, these
injustices have become so commonplace
that we have become Immune to them.
We have triad to administer an anesthet-
le to our consclences. Yet these men

"who came to Washington wil] not aitow

us to lull ourselves into the sense of well~
being that the supposed winding down
of the war is Intended to bring. Despite
what the administration tells us, it is not
enough simply to lower the casualty rate
among Amerloan forees in Vietnam. So
long as the United States continues to kill
civillans on the presumption that all
“gooks” are guilty, so long as we gid a
corrupt and dletatorial government to
mete out such terror, we ¢an never belleve
that we have ended the war or even Just

" our involvement in it, .
What these veterans have taught us is

that if we do not compietely disengage
from Indochina, we will not win the war
or even “win the peace” which the ad-

ministration says is its goal, but we may .

well lose our soul.

Mr. President, I ask unsnimous con-

sent that the complete record of the ad
hoc hearings, conducted on April 23, be
inserted In' the Extensions of Remarks,

There being no objection, the record of

hearings was ordered to e printed in

the REcorp, as follows:

HEARING FOR VIETNAM VETERANS AGAINBT
THE WAR :

The hearing in the ahove-matter mst' ab -

2:00 o'clock p.m, April 23, 1971 in Room
G-103, New Senate Office Building, Washing«
i, D,C.,, Senator George McGovern, pre=
siding,

PROCEEDINGES

Senator McGoveEry. Would the hearing
room please be in order?

The purpose of thess ad hoe hearings this
afternocon is to provide an opportunity for
some of the veterans of Vietnam War, who
have been in the city this past week, to he
hsard by varfous members of the Senate,

Congressman Charles Vanik of Ohio is
here from the House of Representatives as

of war firsthand, who have declded that
this country must pursue s different course
If we expect to recover our sense of decency
and the posture in the world that [ think
we &ll covet for our qountry.

'~ So we have Invited any veteran particl-
pating in the activities this week, who wishes -
to be heard this aftarnoon, to come here and
offer his testimony.

Let me just add that T think that these
men who have been in the-Capital all this
week have reflected great glory and courage
on themselves and on the country,

(Prolonged aplause,) .

Benator McGovery. I think what they
heve manifested here is the very highest
form of patriotism, which is the willingness
to place love of one’s country above any per-
sonal inconvenience, and to manifest what-
ever courags 15 necessary to stand by the
best ideals of this nation, and to eall our
country to a higher standard. That is, as I
understand it, g, the cominitment: these
young men bring to this effort this week,
And it 18 on that heals that Congressman
Vanlk and I, and others, are proud to he hers
to listen to what they have to BaY. :

Our first witness iz from the Btats of Flor-
ida, a veteran by the name of Beott Camil,
He wes involved In the so-called “winter
soldier” investigation and ‘hearings that
many of you may have read about some
weeks ago, I am proud to call him as our
first witness today, "

I am going to ask the veterans if they
will go to the rostrum over here, where they
can be better seen and heard while giving
their testimony., . ) . .

Mr. Camlil is here,

We are ready to hear you, sir.

Sergeant CaMm. My name i Scott Camil.

A8 a Sergeant {n the United States Marine
Corps I served four years In the Marine

" Corps,

I have two Purple Hearts; the Vietnamese
Cross of Galentry with Silver Btar, Combat
Action Ribbon, Prasidential Unit Citation,
end the Good Conduct Medal, : . )

I am going to discuss the testimony that
I gave as a winter soldier, alse how & person
ie able -to do the things I did, My testimony
1z things that I either did or Participated in,
or I witnessed,

On Operation Stone in 1966 we Wwere on a

‘search and destroy operation, and two men,

two Vietnamese, after they wers gought and
killed hy the Marines on the operation, had
their heads cut off, and we put them on
top of stakes and stuck them In the middile
of the field. We were called up over the radio

- 1ater on by the Colonel, and he said the Vica

President was in the

rid of the heads.
On another oceasion we had a new Lieu-

tenant, and he did not particulatty care for

area, and we had to get

. what was going on over there. My radic op~

_place, o
there were two Vietcong staked out on the -

erator went out and shot a Vietnamese, cut
off his head, cut off his sex organs, put them
in his mouth, and put it in a sand hag and
brought 1t hack to the Lieutenant, And the
Lieutenant got sick, and we all made fun |
of him. This was to change him around, And
it did change him around, .

We tortured our prisoners. Thers was one
at a place called The Island, where

ground, One was out open while he wis alive, "
his insides were pulled out, and the other

House |
and Senate jolning us as the hearing pro-
gresses, .

Bome members of the Vietnam Veterans
Against the War have been heard by various
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one was told that if he did not tell us what
we wanted to know the same thing would
happen to him. K

Then he apoke, and nonsg of us knew what
he was saying, because we dld not speak Viet-
namese, Then he waa shot. ; .

We cell In—TI was a forward observer. Ome
of my jobs-was to call in artillery. Wo would
go-out, and if we had nothing to do—we
would have artillery FOs from other bat-
terles, aiso—we would st on a hill and pull
in artillery on friendly villages, for a contest.
The person who ussd the least amount of
corrections to hit a certaln part of the vii-
lage and destroy it would win, and when we

" went to-the rear the person who lost would
have to buy the other person beer, There
were civillang; these were friendly villages,
that was just done o8 & gome,

When Wwe were sweeplng through on search
and destroy misslons, many times we were
glven orders that we were 1n too much of &
rush, “Do not take prisoners.”

There 1s something called a Through-Way
Pass, and these are dropped from helicopters,

. gnd one side 18 written In Vietnamese, and
the other slde it is in English. Basically, it
says, if you turn yourself in with thls pass
you will be treated kindly. This 18 a Through-
Way Pass, It says: “Safe conduct pass, to be
honored by all Viethamese government agen~-
oles and Allled Forces,” When they would
gome out with these passes we would shoot
them., ’ \ '

‘We.were told at briefings, “Why should we
Jet them shoot at us? When We would cornet
them they woukl ghoot at us, and why
should we give them these passes, after they
had been killing our meh.” - .

Raping of women WAS & Very COMIMO]
thing. When women were searched—saince
there were no women Maxines wlth usg they

.were searched by the men. They would be
atripped naked, and Kind of a gatne was made
out of it. Like, men would put their fingers
up their vaglnas, supposedly searching for
artioles, And they would say, “I think maybe
my penis.is a little longer, and I will {ry with
that and see i there is anything there.”

The general attitude was, we are over here

helping these people, “The least they could

do was lay & little leg on us.”

_ People would say, “Let'a go out and get
(?)," and they would go cut and rape them,
then shoot them, :

‘We had what we calied the free fre zones,
This meant to usg, one, we could celi in srtil-
lery rounds on anything out there. It also
meant enyihing live was to be Kkilled, We
‘idlled women, ohildren, men; animals, and
the animale were Hllled so they could be
used ior food, the bodled were dumped in
the water s0 the water couldn't be used.
Cropa were bumed so they couldn't be used
for food. Housges were burned they
wouldn’t have any shelter from the elementa.

We were t0ld, *“You ocan't have your guer=
Tllla warfare without the support of the peo-
ple. The people In the area are not support-
ing us.” 8o we killed them. Most of the time,

. I would say at least T0 percent of the people
that my unit killed, were women and <hil-
dren, and were unsrmed. -

The Important thing when I was over-

there, for our unkt, was body count. Before
_we. would go on an operstion they would
say, ‘“You have to have ten of thelr guys for
avery one of our men that died.” That was
, made by killing woms¢n and children. Ome
time 18 of*us went out, we got into a mjne
fleld, only two of us got out of ti. The next
day in the Stars. and Stripes, they sald we
had 43 Kllled We never saw ally snemy &b
all, 1t was & mine fleld. .
A lot of people in the fleld did not have
boote, their boots would have been torn off,
~When you came back Into Danang the Viet-

namessé were selling us back hoots, helmets,

brangd new gear that we needed, that we
didn't have, that the Vietnaimese were sells

‘ing to.our own soldicrs,

" goribing In those

I voluntesred to go .to Vietnem. I:stayed
20 montha. I went over because I thought
I wes fighting for democcracy, freedom of

_the South Vietnamese people, and that they

wanted us over there to help them. :

‘We would go through a village, if one men
stepped on & mine-or & boobytrap we would
say “We don't know what 1t was that did it,
80 we will get everybody, burn down the
village and kill everybody.” This was t0 set an
example for the other villages; when we went
through then they could tell us where the
mines were and we wouldn't lose men.

Sometimes we would go through a village,
they would tell us where the mines were, we
would dilg up the mines, no one hurt, we
would live; then the VO would come in and
kill everybody for helping us.

The South Vietnamese, whom we are sup-
posed to be helping, it is like a candle being.
burned at both ends; they dom’t have a
ochance. Why, they are being completely

wiped out, When I killed women and chil.’

dren I did not consider thein women and
children—they were just ‘“gooks” They
weren't ltke—it was llke a blg hunting trip,
the more people you kill the more medals
you get, and thet makes everybody real
happy.

So I killed women and ohildren. And we
were told that women have chilldren that
grow up to be communists, and 1f we Killed
them they don't have any more children, if

we killed the ohildren we could wipe out-

the communists, and our children wouldn’t
have te fight their oblldren. I never distin-
guished between women or children or men;
they were all just “gooks.” When I shot them
I did not feel llke I was shotting a person,
1t wes just like a big hunting trip.

People would cut off ears, llke putiing
notches ih your rifle, bring back the ears to
prove you had killed so many men. Often-
times we made deals, and people in the rear
would say, “Okay, I will give you two beers
for every ear you bring in.”

When we would go on an operation the
company. that had the most kills would get
& free beer party from the battalton, the
platoon that had the most kills hed a free
beer party from the cempany, the squed that
had the most kills would not have to stand
guard when they got back in.'This made the
whole thing so that the more important
things was to get kllls, .

When I came back from Vietnam I was
gtill for the war, I thought 1t was a. good
thing. I could not pee any difference between
me ehooting women and children, because I
thought it was in the best interest of my
nation, and dropping a homb onh Hiroshlma
or Nagasalkl. I belleved it was for the bhest
interest of the nation. That 18 why I-did it.

Does-anybody have sny question?

8enator McGovERN, Sergeant, the kind of
inecidents that you deseribed here, where en-
tire vlllages were wiped out, what ig the dif-
ference between the situatlon you ere de-
cases, and what took place
at Mylal? : : '

Bergeant CaMin, Basically the villages we
wiped out, there would be only about bes
tween 20 and 80 people thers, usuelly. Mylai
hed more people. We never-lined people up
in ditohes, we just shot them. e

I don't know what Celley did. I don't know
why he did; it. I ¢an not- condone killing,
I can not say I shouldn't be blamed for what
I did. But I do understand how e person.can
do something Ilke that and think he s doing
the right thing. - )

Senator McGovean, We have heen told all
along that this 18 a wer o wit the hearts and

minds of people, that 1s, that we are there for

& purpoes, in trying to win over the rank and
file of the Vietnamese people, supposedly 0

appork the. government in Salgon. To what
oxtent did- it bother American Forces who
were engaged in the kind of activities you
deserthed here, when comparing that with
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our goal of trying to win the confidence
the oivillans of South Vietnamm? )

What is the impaoct on a village or an ay
after an American Army has gone thron
and burned 1% down end destroyed the p
ple? What impact does that have on t
whole business of “winning hearts e
minds”

Bergeant Camin. When I was over the
this “winning hearts snd minds,” I did
know too much about that. I thought I
aver there to kil the communists,

I do know that when we came through -
lages pecple. would get on their hands
knees and bow and say, “No, Joe, No, Jx
because they knew what we were golng to

I was just under the .impression t
“gooka” are “gooks,” and I did not even
any difference between the. Vietnamese ]
ple, the V'C, or even the ARVNa. I hated
ARVNs Just as much. (Laughter from

‘audience.)

Benator McGoverw. What 18 your asse
ment of the ARVHN force?

Sergeant Camn., If you are in a battle :
you are winmning they are really good. If -
are in & battle ahd you are not winning
ecanmot find any of them. {Laughiter and
plause from the audlence.)

Senator Mo(CioveErN, Thank you very mu
{Prolonhged applause.)

Mr. Vanimx. I would like to say thla, 1
my generation had another kind of wa
was cruel and inhumane and destruct
But I do not belleve World War II in.
of its parts or places or In any . locatd
provoked. a wviclence such as you have
scnbﬁk'toda_ y. o

Th you., '

Senabor MocGovERN. Thank you, Berge
for your testimony. (Applause.)

Senator McGovERN. Our next withess
soldier from New York, Mr. Vinny Glard

Whiile he 1y testifying I ami going to
Congressman Vanik to preside so X can
swer the roll call bell that just rang, T
he.right back, If the Congressman would
over, we will be glad to hear you, slr.

Mr. GIARDINA. My name is Vinny Gilard

Mr, Vanix, Would you state ns
your service number and the last duty
tion that you had, and the peried of
gervice?” o

Mr, (1ARDINA, My name is Giardina, 8
ee number 131-34-7718. I was in the
Artillery, H-26 Company, in the Dong
8 miles from the DMZ. S

While I was In Vietnam tihe Amer

-people. were under the lmpression that

did not bomb North Vietnam or Laos, B
paper in this country that I read salid -
we would not go in, The first day I
there I sat on the Toof of a hootch In ¥
nam and saw eight 52'% boinb North Viet
and Laos, I was laughed at by others
were there for being led to belleve thal
did not go into North Vietnam. Every
we fred across the DMZ. There was 1
from the other slde, we crossed the DMZ
North Vietham whenever we felt like it,
The American-—should I say, the Ur
States Military--~led us all to helleve
these people were “gooks,” less than hus
and that they had very little valu
people. I was led to believe, from B«
Vietnamese people, that “gooks” m

Tforeign.” And we were the forelgners tl

. The Bouth Vietnamese people don’t s

' us there, They really don't care who—

rules.thelr country, All they have now

dictatorship. .
And I guess that is about all I have to

. (Applause.} )

Mr. Vanik. Thank you: very much.

Congressman Taloott of alifornia is
and has & witness  whom 'he wouwld Uk
introduce. - ] L

Mr, Taloott, Congressman Bert Taleo
the Btate of Galifornia. (Applause,)

Mr, Tarcorr. Thank you very much,
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aliiy 'RINGG OF VIETNAM
VETERANEI AGAINST THE WAR .

HON. GEORGE McGOVERN

OF BOUTH DAEOTA .
I THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES
s " Monday, May 17, 1971

‘Mr. McGOVERN. Mr. President,
among all of the testimony In favor of
an end to the war In Vietnam, I am
sure that many Amerlcans will agree that
the most eloquent came from the Viet-
nam veterans who were in Washington
from April 19 to April 23.

Because much of their story had not
been made available to the Senate and
to the American people, I organized ad
hoc hearings for them on April 23 and
invited -all Members of the Senate, what-
ever their views on the war, to partici-
pate. Those of us who were able to at-
tend those hearings learned about spe-
cific events that we had not known
earlier and saw, at first hand, the effect of
the war on young Americans who par-
ticipate in it. Their language may have
been rough, but their message was .clear,

.'To those who will read the record of

that hearing, I draw your attention to
these points:
.- 'The’ testimony of ‘one man who has
adrhitted that he participated or wit-
nessed what we can all recognize as war
crimes or atrocities;

The fact that a veteran who supports
the administration was heard at greater
length than any of the other witnesses
and that men, who had come to Wash-
ington because of thelr passionate dis-
.agreement. with his point of view, heard

- him out;

The testimony of & medic, showing how

brutalized we have become In our evalua-
tion of human life because of the Viet-
‘nam war;

The tesﬂmony of & veteran who con-
ducted s careful survey of men return-

ing from Vietnam which demonstrates.

- that the Vietnam Veterans Against the
War probably represent the majority
‘view of those who have gerved in combat.

also shows cIea.rly the great inadequacy
-of the veterans beneflts we are providing

to those who return from war, burdened -

with gullt and denied the homecoming of
heroes; -

The testlmony 01’ one men who was in

combat in Laos in early 1969, a time -

when; because guch a penetration of that -
© ecountry was a blata.nt violation of Inter-

national law, our Government lied to

" the American people and covered up thls
penetration into-Laos;

.. 'The eloquent*statement by Senator
Monbpare who told the veterans:

. You are our-best hope that we won't re~
live this tragedy agaln .

“The words of one man:

.". I am here not for either Communiam or
America.nlsm but for peace, :

And the words of another who cha,r-
acterized the waras: -

The Incompstent telling the -unwilling to-

- 4o the.unnecessary for the ungrateful,

“The testimony: by one veteran who s -
intimately ‘famlliar with U-3 photog- -

. raphy including t.he use of infrared de~

 from Mississippi (Mr. STeNNIg);
serves as chairman of the Armed Serv- -

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD Extemzom of Remm-ks

vices which’ indicated  that the Defense

Department must have known that the .
POW camp it raided in North Vietnam-

was - completely deserted and that the -
reid must thus have been:

Catrled but solely for propagands purposes
agalnet the Amerlcan public,

Finally, the statement filed a.fter the

close of the hearings by & veteran who

had witnessed the taking of hostgges by
our Viethamese ally and the killing of as
many as five of those hostages for each .
mortar round which fell into his camp.
This horrifying practice is exactly what
the Nazl fogces did in occupied territory
in Europe during World War II. Yet now

" such people are our allies,

“ I have asked the distinguished Senator
who

ices Committee, to hold formal hearings
on the ¢charges of such actions and the
many others brought out in the “winter

soldler” investigation, and I sincerely .

hope. he will schedule such hearlngs at
an early date,
The purpose of such hearings would .

not be to find a scapegoat for our in-

volvement in Indochina, but to show the
kind of practices that haye come so
much to charactérize the conduct of our
Armed Forces because of the futile na-
ture of the conflict there, -

These tragedies, these atrocities, these
injustices have become so commonplace
that we have become immune to them.

We have tried to administer an anesthet-

ic to our consciences, Yet. thesé: men

-who came to Washington will, not allow .

us to lull ourselves into the sénse of well-
being that the supposed winding down
of the war is intended to bring. Despite
what the admindstration tells us, it is not

enough simply to lower the casualty rate

among American forces in Vietnam, So
long as the United States continues to kill
civillans on the presumption that all

““gooks” are guilty, &0 long as we ald a -

corrupt and. dictatorial government to
mete out such terror, we can never helieve”

that we have ended the war or even just .
" our involvement in it.
The testimony of this man and others -

What these veterans have ta.ught us ig
that if we do not completely disengage
from Indochina, we will not win the war

-or even “win the peace” which the ad-

ministration says is its goa.l but we may
well lose our soul,
Mr, President, I ask unanimous con-

-sent that the complete record of the ad
‘hoe hearings, conducted on April 23, be

inserted’in the Exienslons of Remarks.
There being no objectlon, the record of

‘hearings was ordered to be printed in

the RECoRD, g3 follows:
HEARING FOR VIETNAM VETEBANB AGAINBT
THE WaR

The hearing in the above-mtter met at - .

2:00 o'clock p.m. April 23, 1971 in Room
(-108, New Henate Office BulIding, Washing-

ton, D.C., Henator Ceorge McGovern, pré- -
slding.,

PROCEEDINGS
Senator McGOVERN, . would the hea.ring
room pleese be in order?
‘"The purpoas of these ad hoo hearlngs this
afternoon 18 to provlde ‘an opportunity for

some of the veterans of Vietnam War, who .-

have beon in the oty this past week, to be

‘heard by various ‘membérs of the Benate

Qongressiarn Charles. Vanik of Ohio is
here froin the House of Representatives as
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the sponsor of the discharge petltlon in the
House to bring out the Vietnam Disengage-
ment Act, so that It can be mcted upon on
the floor of the House of Reépresentatives.
; There will be other members of the House
and Senate- joining us &8s the hearing pro-
gresses,

Some members of the Vietham Veterans
Against the War have been heard by various
committees of the Congress, but meny of
them have not had thet opportunity. I felt
this would he a useful way to spend an hour’
" and & half this ‘afternoon, listening to some
of these men who have looked at the face
of war firsthand, who have declded that
this country must pursue e different course
if we expect to recover our sense of decency
and the posture in the world that I think
" we all oovel for our country,

B0 we have invited dny veteran partici-
pating in the aotivities this week, who wishes
to be heard this afterncon, to come here and
offer his testimony.

- Let me just add thet I think that these
.men who have been ih the-Capital all this
‘week have reflected great glory and courege
on themselves and on the country.

(Prolonged aplauss,)

Henator McGoOVERN. I think what they
have manifested here 1s the very highest
form of petriotism, which is the willingress
" to place love of one’s country above any per-
gonal inconvenience, and to manifest what-
ever courage ls necessary {o stand by the
best ideals of this natlon, and to eall our
_country to a higher standard. That is, a5 [
‘understand it, is,the commitment these
young men bring to this effort this week.
And 1t is on that basls that Congressman
Vanik and I, and others, are proud to be herg
to listen to what they have to say. . .

Our firat witness 1s from the Stata of Flor-
ida, a veteran by the name of Beott Camil.
He was involved in the so-called “winter
aoldler” investigation and hearings that
many of you may have read sbout some
weeks ago. I am proud to call him &s our
first witness today. -

T am going to ask the veterans if they
will go to the rostrum over here, where they
“¢an he better seen and heard while glving
their testimony,

. Mr. Caml] is here. :

- We are ready to hear you, air,

Sergeant CamiL, My name is Scoitt Camil.
. As & Bergeant in the United States Marine
~Corps I aerved four years in the Marine
* Corps.

I have two Pu.rple Hearts, the Vietnamese
Cross of Clalentry with Sllver Star, Combat
Action Ribbon, Presidential Unlt Citetion,
"and, the Good Conduct Medal.

I em going to discuss the testimony that
I gave as & winter soldier, also how a person
is able to do the things I did. ‘My testimony
is things that I either did or participated in,
or I witnessed,

‘On ratlon Stone in 1966 we were oo 4
‘gearch and destroy operation, and two men,
“two Vietnamese, after they were sought and
‘Klled by. the Marines on the operation, had
their heads cut off, and we put them on
“top of .stakes and stuckthem in the middle
of the fleld. We were called up over the radio
‘later on by the Colonel, and he ssid the Vice
‘Presldent was In the ares, and we had to get
rid of the heads.

On another occasion we had e new Lieu-
-tenant, and he did not particularly eare for
what was golng on over there, My radio op-
erator went out end shot a Vietnamese, cut
off his hend, cut off his sex organs, put them
in hie mouth, and put-it in & sand beg and
brought it back te_the Lieutenant, And the
Lisutenant got sick, and we all made fun
of him. This wes to ohange him around. And
1t did chaige him around. -

Wo torfured our. prisoners. There wos one .
_ptace, at @ place called The.Jeland, where
there Wwere two Vietcong staked out on the
ground. One was cut open while-he was alive,
his insides were pulled out, and the othér
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. Ladies and gentleman, I am here t0 sima
ply introduce Lt, Melville L. Stephens, one
of your group. He lves in Hanford, Qali~
fornia, -

I think it 13 essential that everyone have
4 right to be heard. I do not approve or dis-
approve of what he Is going to say. I do
not know exactly what he is golng to say,
therefore I really disclalm %, But I think it
Is Important that everybody have an op-
portunity to be heard. So I join with what 1s
goihg on here. ’ :

He llves in Hanford, California, in my
distriet, he 13 26 years of age, He graduated
from the University of Southern California
a3 & major in economics. He has bheen ad-
mitted to Cornell Law School for this fall.

He was a Heutenant in the United States
Noavy from 1887 to 1870, assistant naviga-
tor on the U.8.8, Providence, comrnander of
River Assault Division 132, and engaged as
8 river givilian warfare instructor at Mare
Island in California.

He has the Silver Star medal, three bronze
star medals with valor device, Navy com-
mendation medal with a valor device, the
Purple Heart, Viethamese Crosg of Gallantry
with the Palm, -

I gserved In World War II, Mr. Chairman. I
' wes a prisonsr of war for 14 monthe, 8o I
care a little about what ts going on and what
our country stands for,

I think this young man hes the right to be
heard. I think none here has more time in
Vietham, none here has spent more time
with the Vietnamese Peopie, and none here is
more highly decorated. So it 18 with great
pleasure that I introduce Lt, Melville Stes
Phens from Hanfdrd, California,. (Applause)

Lisutenant STEPHENS, Thahk you very
much, sir. Thank you, Mr. Talcott, for the
introduction. )

What I am about to 8ay is probably not
going to be very Popular in this room. As
many of you know, I have been on the Mall
the entire  wesk, T have lstened, I have
watched, I was there principally to tearn. I
had only relatively recently returned from
Vieinam, about a year ago, and I really have
not had a chance td learn the mood of the
Amerfcan people.

I spent nearly three years in Vietham, in
one capaclty or another, I think that I can
speaX with realtty and a sense of the people
themselves o! Vietnam. I think I was very
fortunate to work both with American units
and with Vietnamese units, and with Viete
hamese people, some of whom I g0t to know
very closely and whom I consldered very dear,

As I say, my convictions are very strong.
They are based on three years experlence and
what I consider a need to spesk on this oc-
caston. -

All wars are terrible. War is hell, that has
been said a thousand times. The Vietnam
War s no different, no better, or no worse,
than any war, And there is certalnly a need
for an end to 1t as soon as possible.

There are arguments which cal} for uncon-~

State Department meeting, Mr. John Kerry
mentioned that General Bhoup had sald that
it could be done in 19 days. I would hate to
question & Msrine Corps General-—but that
is just not so. The bhysical logietic problsin
could take no less than six months, I
imagine, The polltical and economic probhs-
lems are almost insoluble,

I think the arguments for an uncondl«
tional withdrawal are based on two pres

tho atrocities, And the fact ig, War, any war,
is the most terrible personal experience a
person can go through, I speak from g great

t0 have been thers ‘with other Americans,
and I am proud to have been . there with
Vietnamese counterparts, )

I think that a lot of the questions we agk
are the questions which should have been

asked ten years ago, I think they are valld

ditlonal and immediate withdrawal, In a -

¢epts: The first is all these arguments about .

deal of experience in combat, T am proud’

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

questions. I think their answers are ungques=
tionable, But I really think that those ques-
tions are mo longer relevant, We have seen

-there & great deal of troops and e groat deal

of support, for over six years, Thers Is a
tremendous amount of the Vietnamese peo-
ple whose commitment to the Government
of Vietham ia based on our commitment to
that government, and the fact that they
chose that side 18 because we were commit-
ted t0 it, And we have a commitment to
those people also, (Calls of “We didn’t choose
11:.", -

Lieutenant STEPHENS., Many of the critl-
cisms expressed so eloguently by Mr. John
Kerry and all of you here are very valid,
Speaking from experience, there is a great
deal of corruption in the South Vietnamese
Government. There is & crying need for re-
form.

The dope trafc In Vietnam has besn
brought up, and certainly is one of the things
Wwhich we assembled here, the Congress, the
President, and the American people, must
put every conceivable pressure on the South
Vietnamess Governrnent to end, to end that
trafic. Where the heroin coming into Viets
nem oomes from is kot known. There has
been a lot of talk akout People in the Sal-
gon Government who arg fnvolved. I think
there {8 no question that it s to the advan-
tage of the enemy to break the morale of
the American troops with this type of tech-
nique. I do not speak with facts on this.
But Ido feel a convietion,

I ecriticlze the way the war has been -

fought In the past, particularly our inttial
involvement. Certainly no one here, no one
in the Congress, Mr. Nixon in the White
House, the American people, would have
what has happened tn the #ix years preceding
if they had a choice today:

I think, however, there has been elgnifi-
cant changes, I think & reasonable estimate
of the Vietnamese population {8 16 million.
My personal sense 18 that elght to nine mile
lion of these people are committed or semi-
comunitted to the Government of Vietnam,
five to slx milllon more remain as neutral
a8 18 possible In & war, perhaps two million
are committed by family ties or political as~
soclation with the Communist, So of the
thirteen or fifteen milllon who are either

.committed to the government or neutral, I

think a conservative estimate would be that
fifty percent of these people chose not to
commit themselves to the Communists be-
cause I was there, because thess veterans
who are here were there, and because the
American people were supporting the gov-
ernment in Vietham, (Call of “Oh, A
Applause.)

Lieutenant SrerHENS. A8 I.say, I think I
speak from a great deal of experience, and
I am certalnly not without portfolio, ltke
¥ou ere not without portfolio, But I have
a Bense of—(Call of “You weren't a grunt
either.”) .

Lieutenant STePHENS. I have a sense of the
Vietnamese people, That is why I am here.

Senator McGoveErN. Li., I wonder, with
all due respect, 1If you cowld conflne your
remarka t0 your own personal experiences,
(Appiause.) .

Lieutenant STePHENS, I would be happy to,
(Call of “He didn’t have any, He was on a
big ship in the sea.”) ’

(Call of “Shut up.”)

{Calls of “Was he in g village?™) - !

Lleutenant SreereNa; Abbut eight months
of my three and p half years in Vietnam

were on a ship. I spent the rest of my time.

in-country in Vietham, .

I think -there has bsen a tendency in the
pest for people to make heroes of the North
Vietnam Government, of the Viet Cong, of
the people that I consider the enemy,

I will speak of my direct involvement, here,

and what I can recall very vividly,

In the spring of 1869, in & village out of
Can Tho, in South Vietnam, when I was
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riding along I came across a school bus. A
terrorist had thrown s grenade In this sohool

_bus that was flled with children. Two of the

children were killed, three of them were
wounded sc serfously that I have no question
but that they probabiy died later, and sev-
eral certainly were wounded to the extent

"that they were maimed for life,

I would lke to read a couple paragraphs
from an arttele, into the record, sir, and in-
troduce the two articles, for compiete cov-
erage. They are very short, .

The first comes from an article hy a Mr,
Stuart Harrls, fn Time Magazine, which was
buhliched April 5, 1968: .

“On a lovely sunny afternoon in the green
valley of Nam Hoa, about ten miles south-
wost of Hue, I was with Warrant Officer
Ostara, an Australian adviger with the South
Viet Nam army, standing on the sloping-sides
of a recently dug hole, In the bottom were
rush mats over sheets of Plaetics, Ostara
drew back and I saw two bodies, dead Viet-
hamese, with their arms tied behind their

backs just above the elbows, They had been -

shot through the back of the head, the bullet
coming out, through the mouth, The faces
would have been diffioult to recognize, but
the day before 27 women irom the village
walked out three miles carrying mattocks to
dig for their missing husbande and sons,
having heard about this pateh of disturbed
earth near the roadside. Ostara told me that
the enemy had come through on their way
to Hue, They had taken 27 men, Some were
leaders and some were younger, strong
enough to be porters or eéven anoillary
soldiers, .

“Men were simply condemned by drume
head courts and executed as enemies of the

beople.” -
: L]

L ] ‘. L] L]

“There were about 40,006 Roman Catholie
Vietnamese in Hue. What happened to them?
About thres-quarters of the Roman Catholles
In Hue live in Phu Cam, on the southern
outskirts of the clty. They resistad strongly
when the enemy came in, and some were:
executed. Four Viet Nam priests were taken
a&wny and three foreign priests were killed.
Two French priests were actually given per-
mission by the Viet Cong to return to Phu
Cam and help the sisters—then they were
8hot on the way back, Another French priest
wes axecuted, perhaps because he was chap-
lain to the Americans, .
- "Summing up all this evidence about the
behavior of the Viet Cong and the North
Vietnamese army in Hue, one thing is abun.
dantly clear and ought {o surprise no one,
They put into practice, with their usual ef-
flolency, the traditional Communist policy of

punishing by execution selected leaders who ..

support thelr enemies, At Hue, as eisewhere,
they were unable cn the whole to capture and
execute the more important officials, because
these men were careful to Protect themseives
in heavily fortified compounds, defended by

‘soldiers and police, In Hue, aa elsewhere, the

mors defenseless ‘little people’ were the vie-
Hins—the village and hamlet chlefs, the
teachers and the policemen, R

“Already most of these positions have besn
filled again, and I find it imposstble to write
adequately about the courage of men who
succeed the executed,” o

Benator McGovean. Li., I am afraide—

‘Lieutenant STEPrENS. From ‘the Reader's

Digest—(laughter),

Benator McGovenn. If we could please have
order in the room.

We do have a time lUmitation, There are .

some ten additional men who have to he

heard.

Lieutenant StreHEns, I understand all
other apeakers are speaking from one particus

1ar point of view, I would like just five min~ .

utes to-sum up, if I may,
Senator McGrovERN. If you could put the ar«
ticles in the record we would be glad to eee
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they ate made a part of it but try to bring
your remerks to a conclusion. °
Lisutenant STEPHENS, I read this because it

was much hetter wrlt.ten than I could have‘
- written.

© Benator McGOVERN, You aren’t an experl-
enced writer as he is,

Lieutenant STEPHENS. I was there. My ox-
perience is diroct.,

Senator MCGovERN. May we have order in
the room, so the Lieutenant can be heard?

{From Readers Digest, Nov. 1968]. )
THE BrooD-REp HANDS OF Ho OHI MINH

The village chief and his wife were dis-
traught. One of their children, a seven-year-
old boy, had been missing for four days. They

were terrifled, they explalned to Marine Lit. -

Gen*Lewla W, Walt, because they belleved he
had been captured by the Vietcong.
Buddenly, the boy came out of the jungle
and ran across the rice paddies toward the
village. e was crying. His mother rah to

him and swept him up in her arms. Both of

his hands had been cut off; and there was a
sign around his neck, a message o his father:
if he or any one else in the village dared go
1o the polls durlng the upcoming elections,
something worse would heppen to the rest of
his children.

The V.C. delivered a similar warning to the

_residents of a hamlet not far from Dapang.

All were herded before the home -of thelr
chief. While they and the chief’s pregnant
wife and four children wers Torced to 1ook 6h,
the chlef’s tongue was cut out, Then his

genital organs were sliced off and sewn jn-’

#ide hia bloody mouth. As he dled, the V.C.
went to work on his wife, sla.shing open her
womb. Then, the nine-year-oild son: n bam-

boo lence wad rammed through one ear and .

out the other, Two mora of the chief’s chil-
dren were murdered the same way. The V.C.
did not harth the fAve-year-oid daughter—
not physleally: they simply left her crying,

‘holding her dead mother’s hand.

General Walt tella of hig airival at a dis-
trict headquarters the day after it had been’
overrun by V.C, and North Vietnemese army
troops. Those South Vietnamese soldiers not
killed in the battle had been tied up and
shot through theélr mouths or the backs of

" their heads. Then their wives and children,

including a-number of two- and three-year~

olds, had besn brought into the strees, dis-

robed, tortured ahd finally executed: their
throats were cut; they.were shot, beheaded,
dissmhoweled. The. mutilated bodles were

draeped on fenceés and hung with signa telling’
the rest of the community that if they con-
tinued to support the Salgon government

and alled forces, they could look forward to

thesame fate.

' These atroolties are not isolated cases; they
are typical. For this 18 the enemy’s way of

warfare, clearly expressed in his combat pol-.

icy 1in ‘Vietnam. While the nalve and anti-
American. throughcut the world, cued by
communiat . propaganda,. have trumpeted
ageinst Amerlcan “tmmorality” in the Viet-

nam wer—aerial bombing, the use of napalm, -
~the inevitable (but relatively few) civilian

casualties caused by American combat ace
tlon—daily and nightly Tor years, the com-

" munists have systemeticelly authored his-
- tory’s grisliest ‘catalogue of barbarism. By

.rorism has. been. wéged meinly
‘places, this: - aspett of the war has redélved

the end of 1967, they had commitbed. at least

100,000 aocta of terror against the South Viete 3
nemese people. The. record 18 .an endless

litany of tortures, mutilations and murders
that would - hiave  been instructive‘ even to
such as Adolf Hitler, :

Perhdps  because. unk recently the ter.
4in._remote

Bcant. attention from the’ press, Hence the
‘enemy has largely sugcesded in casting hima-
gelf in the role.of rioblé revolutionary. It is

‘long past time for Amertoans, ‘who are slck

and tired of betng vilified for trying to help

.headed, beaten to death;
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‘South ‘Vietnam stay fres, to take a ha.rd
look at the nature of this enemy.
BLOOD=BATH DISCIPLINE

* The terror had i1s real beginning when Red

dictator Ho Chi Minh consolidated his power

in the North., More than a year before his . -
1964 victory over the French he launched.

&8 Bavage campaign against his own people,
In virtually every North Vietnamiese village,
strong-arm sguads assembled the populace
1o witness the “confessions” of landowners,
As time went on, businessmen, !ntellectuals,
school teachers, civic lenders—all who repre-
sented a potentiél scurce of future opposi-
tlon—were alse rounded up and forced to
“confess” to “errors of thought.” There fol-
lowed public “trials,” conviction and, 1in
many cases, execution, People were shot, he-
some -were tied
up, thrown into open graves and ocovered

-with stones until they were crushed to-death,

Ho has renewed his terror in North Viet-
nam periodically, Between 60,000 and 100~
000 are heélleved to have died in these blood-
bathe—in a coldly caleculated effort to disci-
pline the party and the masses. To be sure,
few who escape Ho's terror now seem likely
to’'tempt his wrath. During the 1050s, how-
ever, he had to quell some sizeable uprisings

in North Vietnam—moest notably cne that .

oceurred in early November 1956, in Nghe An
province, which included Ho’s blrthplace vil-
lege of Nam Dan. So heavily had he taxed
the reglon that the inhabitants finally basnd-
ed together and refused to meet his price. Ho
sent troops to. collect, and then sent in -an
army division, shooting, About 6000 unarmed

-villagers were killed, The survivors soattered,

some escaping to. the gouth, The slaughter
went largely unnoticed by a world then pre-
occupied with the Boviet Union’s ra..pe of
Hungary.

With North Vietnam tightly in hand, the
central committes of the North Vietnamese
communist party met in Hanot on March 18,
1959, and declded it was time to move against
Bouth Vietnam, Soon, large numbers of Ho's
guerrillas were infltrating to join cadres that

had remained there after the French defeat

in 1964. Their misglon: to eliminate South

. Vietham’s leadership, including elected of-
ficlals, “natural” leaders v anyone and every-.

one to whom people might turn for advice,
Algo o he liquidated were any Bouth Viet-
namese: who had relatives in their countrys

armed foroes, olvil services or police; any- who -

fatled to pay communist taxes promptly; any
with five or more years of education.

A captured V. C. guerrllla - explained how
his eight-ma,n ‘team moved against a particu-
ler  target villager “The Arst  time we

entered the.- village, ~we  arrested and exe- |

cuted on the apot four meh who- had been

' pointed out to us by the party's district head- -
" quarters 8a our most dangefous opponents.

One, who had fought 1n the war agalnst the

French, was now a known supporter of the -
Bouth Vietnamese government. Another had .

been seen. fraternizing - with government
troopsa. These two were shot.’ The others, the
village's pancipa.] landowners,
headed.”

,Qeneral Walt tells of the "revolutionary
purity” of Vietcong who came home to two

other villages. In one case, & 15-year-old girl .
~who had given Wall's Marines information -

on V.0, activitiés wig taken into the jungle
and tortured for hours, then behended, As
& wathidg to other villagers, her head was

placed. on & pole.in front of ‘her home,” ‘Her .
murderers were her brother and two of his -
V.¢, comrades. In tho -other cage, whon a

ViC: leatned that hls wife ‘and two yeung

ohildren hed: cobperated- with: Marines who .

had. berriendpd them, he himself cut out
their ongues

Genocide. In such ta.shion did ‘the’ storm

. of torror break oyer Bouth. Vietnam. In 1060,

some 1600 ‘Hbuth Vietnamese. olviltang. ‘were
ki.lled and ‘700 abduc‘bed By early 1965 the

were be- :

Moy 17,

. ‘communists’ Ratlio Hanot and Radio L

tion were able to hoast that the V.C
destroyed 7669 South Vietnamese ha
By the end of last-year, 15,138 South
namese civillans had heen kilied, 45,02
naped. Few of the kidnaped are eve:
again.

Ho's assault on South Vietnam’s 1
ghip cless hes, in fact, been a form o
aclde—and all. too efficlent, Thus, If
Vietnam survives in.freedom, it will
the country ‘a geheration to fully r
this vitel element of its society. Bt
grand design of terror involves other .
tlves, too. It hopes to force the ati
government into excessively repressive
terrorist actions, which tend to ear
government the contempt and hat
the people, It also seeks valuable propa
1h the form of weli-publicized ecunter
otties certaln to occur at the individw
el-—for South Vietnamese goldiers
familles have suffered at communists’
are not likely to desl gently with caj
V.C. and North Viethuinese t.roops .

Dr. A. W, Wylie, an Australian phy
serving in a Mekong Delts hospital,
out that & hamlet or village need n
operate with the Salgon government
lied forces to mark itself for hutchs
need only be neutral, a political cor
not acceptable to the ‘communists, 1
place has hoen worked over, its peo
responsibility are always identifiable
perticularly hideous nature of their wi
He cites some cases he has seen:

‘When the V.C. finlshed with one pr
womon, both of hér leps were dang]

ribbons of ﬂesh and had to be ampt

Her husband, .a hamilet chief, had jus
strangled before her eyes, and she al
seen her three-year-old child ® ma
gunned to- death. Four hours after hi
were amputated, she aborted the ohi
was carrying, But perhaps the worst
that happened to her that day wa
she survived,

A village policeman Was held in
while a.V.C. gunman’ shot off his no
fired bullets through his eheskbones ei
to his eyes that they were reduced to
shreds. He later died from unconpr:

- hemorrhages

A 20-year-old schoolteacher had kr
& corner trylng to protect hersell' wi
arms ‘while s V.C. flalled at her v
machete. She had beeh unsuccesstu
back of her head was cut so deeply th
braln weas exposed. She died from
damaga and 1oss of blood,

- Flamethrowers at Work. Last Decen
communlsts perpetrated . what must
among history’s most monetrous. blagp!
at Dak Bon, a central highlands vill
some 2000, Montagnards—a tribe of

‘but flercely Independent mountain 1

They had moved away from their ald

in V.C.-controlled territory, ignored

V.C. orders to return afid refused to I
male récruita to the v.C.

Two V.C. battalions struck 1 the o
hours, when the village was asleep. Q
killing the eentries, the communiats sw
among the rows of . tidy, thatch-
homes, putting the torch to them. Tl

‘knowledge that many of the .villages

of the attack was when V.C. troops:t
flainethrowers on them in. t.helr beds.
famnilies awoke 1 tlmeé to ¢gcape into
Jungle. 8éme ren stood and Iought

their wives and ‘childrén time to craw
trenches dug‘ beneabn their homes & p
tlon agalfist mor!:ar and . riﬂe fire,. But

‘every bullding: was.ablaze, the comm
“took’ thelr’ flamethrowers t0 the mo
‘eaoh trench

and poured in. a long, s

hell of fire—and, for good measure,
grenades intoc mahy. Methodleal and
ough they stayed at. it uhtil daybreak
loft: Ini the- directlon of the Gambodlan I
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ply Introduce Lt, Melville L. Stephens, one
of your group. He lves in Hanford, Cali~
fornla. :

. I think 1t 1s essehtial that sveryone ha.va
"'& right to be heard. I do riot approve or dig«

approve of what he Is poing to say. T do
not know exeotly what he is golng to say,
therefore I really disclaim it. But I think it

© -1 lmportant that everyboedy have an op-

portunity to be heard, S0 I join with what is
.going on here, o B
" He lives in Hanford, California, in my
digtrict, he is 28 years of age. He gradusated
from’ the Univetslty -of Southern Californis
a4 & major in economics. He has been ad-
mitted t0 Cornell Law Sohool for this fall.
.He was & lieutenant in the Unlted States
Navy from 1067 to. 1970, assistant naviga-

- tor on the U.S.8. Providence, comifiander of

River Assault Dlvision 132, and engaged ng

‘e river civillan werfare instruetor at Mare
Island in California. : .
... He hes the Sllver Star medal, three bronze
sfar medals with velor. device, Navy gom-
mendafion medal With a valor dovice, the
‘Purple Heart, Viethamese Cross of ‘Gallantry
with the Palm. )

I served in World War IT, Mr, Chairman, T

" was. a prisoner of war for 14 .months, So I.

care a little about what le golng on and what
our country stands for, -

1 think this young man has the right to be
heard. I think none here has more time in
‘Vietnam, nqhe here has spent more time
with the Vietniamese people, and none here 1s
more highly decorated. So it s with great

. - ‘Plessure: that I introduce Lt, Melville Ste-

Phens from Hanford, California. (Applause)}

Lieuténant SterHENS., Thank you very.
. much, sir. Thank you, Mr. Talcott, for the

Aniroduotion. : }

Whet I am about to say is probably not
‘going to. be very- popular in this rootn. As
meany of you know, I have been oh ths Mall
the entire- week, I have listened, I have
‘watched, I was there principally to learn. I

. had- only rslatively recently returned from

Vietnam, about d year ago, and I really have
not had a chance t& learn the mood of the

" American people;

- I.spent nearly three years in Vietnam, in
one capacity or another. I think that I can
speak with reality and & sense of the people
themselves of Vietham. I think T was very
fortunate to work both with American units
and with Vietnamese units, and with Viet=
namese people, some of whom I got. to. know
. very closely and whom I congidered very dear.

As I say, my convictlons are Very strong,
They are based on three years experience and
‘what I consider & need to.speak on this oc=
caslon, -

-All wars aré terrlble. War 1 hell, that has
been seid s thousarid times, The Vietnam

- ‘War {8 no different, no better, or-no worse,

than any war. And there is certalnly a need
for. an end to 1t 83 soon as possible.
- ‘Thers are arguments which eall for uncon-

. Btate. Department mesting, Mr, John Kerry
- mentioned that Getieral Shoup had sald that -
. 1t could be -done in 10 days. I would hate td

question & Marins Corps Gleneral—but that

- 18-Jusb not =0, The physical logistic problein

‘eould ‘take mno less then six months, I

-imagine. The political and economic prob-

" -lems are almost insoluble,

- I think the arguments for an . uncondi-

- tional withdrawsl are based on two pre-

cepts: The first 18 a1l these arguments about

- " the strocities; And the fact is, war, any war,

is the most terrible personal experience n
person cati go through. I'speak from a great
denl 'of experlende in- combat. I am proud

‘t0-have heen there with other Americans,

and I ‘s proud 'to have been there with
Vietnemese counterparts, .. -
“X think 'b"h&‘b a lot-of the questions we ask

‘6ve ‘the questions' which showld have been
asked ten-years ego, I think they are: valfd

A7)

titdonal -and  immediate - withdrawal. In n .
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: Ladies dnci'ge_ritleman, T am here to sim- _ Questions. T think thelr answers are ungues~

‘tionable, But I realiy think that those ques-
tions are no longer rélevant, We have seen

-there & greal denl of troops and a great deal

of support, for over aix years, There 15 o
tremendous amount of the Vietnamese péo-

- ple whose commitment t0 the Government

of Vietnam is based on our commitment to

that governmens, and the faot that they’

chose that slde 18 beeause we wore commit-
tod to 1t. And we have a commitment to
those people alsd, (Calls of “We didn't chaose

Lisutenant Srepuens. Many of the critl-
clams expressed so elaguently by Mr. John
Kerry and 6ll of you here are very valid.
Bpesking from expertence, there is g great
denl of corruption in the Scuth Vietnamese
Guvernment; There is s crying hesd for re
form. . '
The dope traffic in Vietnam has been
brought up, and certainly is on¢ of the things

which we agsernbled here, the Congress, the-

President, and the Amerloan people, must
put every concelvable pressure on the South

Viethamese Government to end, to end that .

traffle, Where the heroin coming into Viet-
ngm ocomes from 1a not khown. There has
been o lot of talk mbout people in the Sai-
gon Covernment who are involved, T think
there 18 no question that it 1s tb the advan-
tage of the enemy to break the morale of
the American troops with thils type of tech=

nique. I do- not speak Wwith facts ‘on thie,

But I do feél a conviction. . ) .

I oriticlzer the way thie war has been
fought In the past, particularly our initial
involvernendt. Certainly no on¢ here, no one
in the Congress, My, Nixon in the White
House, the American pecple,” would have
what has heppened in the slx years preceding
1f they had a cholce today. -

I think, however, there has been slgnifi-
cant changes, I think a ressonable estimate
of the Vietnamese populstion 1s 18 milllon,
My personal sense 15 that elght to hine mil-
lion of these people are committed or semi-
conimitted to the CGlovermment of Vietnam,
five to slx milllon more remain &8 neutral
as ig possible In & war, perhaps two million

-are committed by family ties or political ad=

soclation with the Communlat., So of the
thirteen or fifteen mlillon who are either
committed to the government or neutral, I
think & conservative estimate would be that
fifty percent of these people chose not 0
comimit themselves to the Communists be-
couse I wasg there, because these veterans
who are hereé were there, and because the
American poeople were supporting :the gov-
ernment in Vietnam, (Call of “Oh, —"
Applausse.)} . . :

Lieutenant SrEPHENS. As T say, I think I

spesk from & great deal of experience, end

‘I am certainly not without portfolio, like

you are not without portfolio, But I have

a sense of—(Call of “You weren't a g_r_imt.

elther."”) ) .
" Lieutenant STerHENs. I have a senee of the
Vietnamese people. That i8 why I am here.
Senator McCGoverN. Lt., I wonder, with
all due respect, If you could confine your
remarks to your own personal expetiences.
(Applauge) = T : :
Lieutenant grepuens. I would be happy to.
(Call of "He: dldn’t have
blg ship in the sen.”)  *
{Cull of “Shut up.") .
{Calls of “Was he in a village?") .

Lieutenant STepHENS, About elght months .

of my three and a half years In Vietnam
in-country in Vietnam, :

I think there -has been a tondency in the
past for peoplé to make heroes of the North
Vietnam CGovernment, of the: Viet Cong, of

_the people that I consider the enemy.

" T will spsak of my direct Involvement, here,
and what T cen recall vary yividly. = .
. In the spring. of '1869; in

Can Tho, in. Scuth  Vistoarn, wh

“that they were maimed for life.

any, He was on &

were on a ship. I spent the rest of my tifne.
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rlding along I eame a0ross o schooi bus. A

terrorist had thrown g grenade In this school.
bus that wee filfed with children, Two of thie

" children were killed, three of them were

wounded 20 serlously that I have 110 question
but that they probably died!later, and geve
eral certainly were wounded to the e_xtent.

I would Ike to read a couple paragraphs

‘from an article, into the record, sir, and in-

treduce the two articles, for complete dov-
erage. They are very short. :

The first comes from an article by a Mr.
Btuart Harris, in Time Magazine, which was
published April B, 1968

“On g lovely sunny afternoen in the green
valley of Nam Hos, about ten miles south«
west .of Hue, I was with Warrant Officer
Osfara, an Australian adviser with the South
Viet Nam army; standing on the slopingesides
of & recently dug hole, In the hottém were
rush mate over sheets of plastics. Ostara
drew back snd I saw two bodies, dead Viet-
namese, with thelr arms tied behind thelr

backs just above the elbows. They had bsen -

shot through the back of the head, the bullet
coming out. through the mouth. The faces
would have heen difficult to recognize, bus
the day before 27 women from the village
walked out three miles carrylng mattocks to
dig for their missing husbénds snd sons,
having heard ahout this patch of disturbed
earth near the roadside, Ostara toid me that
the enemy hed come through on their way
to. Hue, They had taken 27 men. Some were
leaders and some were younger, strong
enough to be porters or even alcillary
soldiers. L

“Men were. simply condemned by drum=-
head courts and executed as enemies of the
people,” :

L} . . L] L] Ll

"There were about 40,000 Roman Catholio
Vietnamese in Hue. What happsned to them?
About three-quarters of the Roman Catholice
in Hue llve in Phu Cam,; o1 the southern
outskirts of the eity, They reslsted astrongly
when the enemy came in, and some were
executed. Four Viet Nam priests were taken
away and three foreign priests were killed.
Two French. prlests were actually glven per-
tnisslon by the Viet. Cong to return to Phu
Cam and help the aisters—then they were
shot on the way back, Another French priest
was executed, perhaps hecause he was chap-
Iain to the Americans, .

“Summing up all this evidence about the
behavior of the Viet Cong and the North
Vietnamese army {n Hue, one thing i8 ahun-
dantly clear and ought to surprise no one.
They put into practice, with their usual ef-
ficlency, the traditionel Communist policy of

punishing by execution selected leaders who. -
‘support their enemies. At Hue, aa elsewhere,

they were. unable on the whole to capture and
exeoute the more important officials, because
these men. were careful to Protect themaselves

-in-heavily fortifled compotnds, defended by
‘soldiets and police, In Hue, as elsawhete, the

more defenseless ‘Iitile people’ were the vic-
tims—the village and hamlet chiefs, the
teachers and the policemen.’ - -

“Already mont. of these positions have heen
filled afgain, end I find it impossible to write
adequately about the courege of men who
succeed the executed.”

Sensator McSoverN. L., I am afrald—

Lieutenant. STRPHENS. From the Reader's

' Digest—(lIaughter),;

-Benetor MoGioverRN, If we could please have °
ordertn therdomx ' N
- We-do Have & timé limitation, There are -

some ten additional men who. have to be -

heard. . ; .
Iteutenant, SropErys. T understand el

. ‘other speskersare speaking from one particu-
lar point of view. T would nke.jfur;t five min-

Wtes tosum up, £ 1 may. o
Sénator McGoveny, If you.could put the ar-

- tlcles i the record we would be giad to 806
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This. article nccurately depficts ‘the true

nature of the enemy in BSouth Vietnam. I
saw: the little boy with hls hands cut off, I

Hove seén heads impealed on stakes, and .

disemboweled bodies. )
:I-learned early in my two years of duty In

‘South Vietnam, fghting and working along- -
side the Bouth Vietnamese forces, that the.
communist terrorism described in this article:

is no mere pocident of war but a program of
eystematic  butchery. Thils deliberate and
brutal assault apeinst the grassroots citl-
zenry is one reason why we who have re-
sponded to Bouth Vietnam’s call for asslst-
ange belisve devoutly thet our efforts to save
this nation .,ere worthwhile, necessary and

lmportant.—-Lt. Gen. Lewls W. Walt, U.S. .

Marine Corls, {(Commander, I Corps Area,
Bouth Vietnam, 1066-1967.) ' )

- Morning revealed a Scene of unbellevable
horror. The village now was only a smolder=

ing, corpse-littered patch on the lush green

countryside, The bodies of 262 people, mostly
mothers and children, 1ay blistered, charred,
burned to the bone. Survivors, many of them
horeibly -burned; weriderad -Almlessly about
or stayed close to the Inoinerated hodiles of
loved ones, crylng. Some B00 were missing;
scorea wersa Iater found In the jungle, dead
of burns and other wounds; many have not

. been found.

The messacrd at Dak Son was a warning to

other Montagnard éettlements to cooperate,

But many of the tribesmen now fight with
the allles, S

* If the communigts’ *“persuasion’ tech~
niques spawn deep and enduring hatred, Ho
could not care lesa; the' first ndc -3sity 1a the
utter subjugation of the pecple, Ho was dis-
turbed by the rapid expansicn of South. Viet-

nam’'s educations] system: between 1954 ar-i

1969, the number of scheols hed tripled and
the number of students had quadrupled. An

_ educatad populace, especially one educated

to democratic ideals, does not % iato the
communist s .eme. Hence, thé country's
school syetem was one of Ho’s firet tarysts. So
efficiently did he move against it that the
World Confederation of Orpanlzations of the

‘Teaching Profession soon sent & commission,

chadred by India’s Bhrl 8. Natarajon, to ine

. vestigate. -

Typlcal of the commiesion’s findings 1s
what happened In the jungle province of An

‘Xuyen. During the 196456 academic year,

3086 children attended 32 sohools in the
province; by the end of the 1980-81 school

' year, 27,953 were attending 189 schools. Then

the communists moved in. Parents were ad-

vided not to sénd their children to school,

Téachera weré warned to stop providing civie
educatioh, and to stop teaching children to
honor thelr country, flag and president.
Teacheras who failed 0 comply were shot or
beheaded or had thelr throats cut, and the
reasons for the execttions were pinned or
netled to thelr bodies, -

. The Natarajan: commission reported how
the V.C. atopred one school bus and told the
children not to attend sohool anymore. When
the ohildren .continued for another woek,
the communists. stopped the bus agaln, se-

leoted a six-year-old pesseniger and out off.

her fingors. The other chidren were told,
“This 18 what will happen to you if you

| continue to go to shat school.” The school

closed, -
In one year, in An Xuyen province alone,

"Ho’s agenta closed 160 sohools, killed or kid-

naped more than five dozen teachers, and
out -school enrollmerit by nearly 20,000, By
the end.of the 1881-82 school year, 636 South
Vietnamese schools were closed, and enroll-
ment had- decreased by nearly 80,000,

But, In the face of this attack, South Viet=
nem’s-education system has staged e strong
comeback. Schools destroyed by the commu=-
nists have been yebuilt, destroyed, end rew
built sgain, Many teachers have given up

{ their cwn homes and move eaclk night into &

différent studerit’s home 8o-the communists

4
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can't find them, or commute from nearby
cities, where they leave thelr families, -

© Agalnst such determination, the elae of
Ho's fallure can he measured: in 1854, there
were approximetdly 400,000 pupils in school

*in North and Houth Vietnam together; to-

day Bouth Vietnam alene has some two mil-
llon in school. About 35,000—four times as
many a8 in 1062—mow attend flve South Vi~
etnamese universitied, while 42,000 more at-
tend night college. ’ . .

A Houth Viethemese government ofcial
explaing: “A war shatters meny traditional
valued, But the idea of éducation has an ab-
solute hold on our people’s imagination,”

BAR® OF JUSTICE-

The pitch of communist terrortem keeps
rislng. After the Tet carnage at -Hue early
thig year, 19 mads graves ylelded more than

1000 bodles, mostly civiliens—old men and

women, young glrls,‘schonlboya, priests, mins,
doctors (including three Germans who had
been medical-schocl faculty members at Hue
Unlversity). About half had been burled
aiive, and many were found bound together

with barbed wire, with dirt or cloth stuffed

into their mouths and throats, and thelr eyves
wide open, The communists eame tc Hue
with a long llst of names for ligquidation—
people who worked for the South Viathamese
or for the'U.8, govérnment, or who had rela-
tives who did. But as thejr military situation
grew increasingly desperate, thay began grab~
bing people at random, out of their homes
and off the streets, condemned them at drum-
head courts as “reactiomaries” or for “op=-
posing the revolution” and killed them.
“The .Tet offensive represented a drastic
change in tactlos,’”-says Gieneral Walt, “This

18 a war to take over the South Vietnamgpse

people. Ho launched the Tet offensive be=

‘cause he knew he was losing theé people,

But his troops didn't know it; they were told
that they didn't need any withdrawsl plans
because the paople would rise and fight with
them to drive out the Amerlicans, What hap-
pened was. just. the opposite, Many fought
against them ke tlgers.” Some of the Tet of~
fensive's expleslon: of atrocities probably can
be attributed to sheer vengeful frustration

on the part of Ho’s terror aquads—which Ho,

may well have foresesn, and counted on,

The full record of communist barbarism
in Vietnam -weuld flil volumes. If South
Vietnam falla to-the communists, milljons
more are gertaln to die, Jerge numbers of
them at the hands of Ho's Imaginative tor-
turers. That is & primary reason why, at eleo=
tlon times, mere than BO percent of eligible
Bouth Viethamese defy every communist
threat and go to the pells, and why, after
mortar altacks, voting lines: always form

‘anew. It is why the South Vietnamese pray

that thelr allies will stick the fight through

with them, It is why the ‘vast majorlty of °

Ameripan. troops in Vietnam are .convinced
that the war s worth fightihg. Tt is why
those who prance about—even In ocur own
country—waving Vietcong flage and decrying

-our “unjust” and “immorel” war should be

bald the contempt they dederve,

Finally, it {8 why the communigts -should.
.be driven once and for gll from South Viet=

nam-~—and why, if poasible, the mongters who

presently rule Noith Vietnam should be”

brought before the. bar of justice,

'RESUMPTION OF 'HEARING _
" Liputenant STEPEENS, Yes, slr, T will make

it 84 brief as. T can. I do appreciate the op-'

portunity to-be heard. = - :
The "North Vietniamese Government has

‘Ipuhnely.. hoasted, pubilicly, open. to- the rece
‘ord, anybody can find it; that they executed .
“three thousand people in Hue In 26 days.

Make no mistake—(Laughter) they are oot
irlenda of the 'people of South Vietnam.

- (Calls of “Are we?”) ‘ L
Lieutenant: Srarismws: I am saying, I' have.

many -Southy Vietnamese: friends, very alose
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people, with whom I have dealt very closely
in the past. -
(Calls of “Why doen't: you go back?™)
{Calls of “Let-him talk.’y - :
Lieutsnant STEPHENS. These are riot Cen-

erals, Admirals, offlolals, they are people I
dealt 'with In the Navy—sailors, young of-

‘flcers, farmers- with whom I deslt when I

worked in the Delta, and In whom I sense
& real commitmént, on my part and on their

- part. I have & very personal sense of commit- -

ment to them, because I fear for their secu-
rity and safety. I think it 16 a-very real fear,
and that-the facts portray that these people
are in real danger if abandoned and left to
the mercy of the Communists,

{Cally of “Or the American Army.”)

Licutenant Srerxewns, T share with ‘every-

one in this room thelr passion for peace—
make no mistake—pence and an end to kill-
ing; but not just for Americens. If we have
peace—and we will—lt must be a peace
which guerentees that the South Vietnam-
ese people will stop: ighting, as- well as the
Americans, that the loss of life will end for
both aides. ' ' '

I have & very brlef resolution, which Is -

aneé parsgraph, whichy I will read ;
' “RESOLUTION

. “As & veteran of the conflict in Vietnam

‘with apecial concern for and interest in the
American soldier and the people of the coun-
try of South Vietnam, I urge the Congress,
the President, and the American people and
the world to take immediate and extraordi-
nary action to achisve the. Tollowing goals:

“1. Peace tn Southeast Asla ... we need a

‘peace. which. will guarantee an end to the

fighting, not. just for Americans, but for
the Vietnamese people 8s. well, We need a
peace that ‘will last, and which therefore
must be properly gupervised, not by Amers

- leans, but by an international Peace keeplng

force which will also be able to administer
an extensive program of refugee rehabllita-
tlon and rebuilding of the. country. We need
& peace now, which will guarantee and end
to war not just. for'a few years, not Just
for a full generation of peace, but an end
to war for as long as we, our ¢hildren, and

thelr children can.remember the tragedy of

this one,

3. A program of immediate cad universal -

land reform and rent reduction’ throughout
Inde-China. . . c
“3. An end to the exploftation and de-
struction of Ameriean soldiers. by the hard
drug merchant of Vistnam, and
4, A program of (.1, bill benefits which
will raise tho Vietnam veteran from his sec-
ond rate pesitien o full and equal member-
ghip in the fraternity of all American vet-
erans.” . R
(Applause. ) .
Lisutenant. SrEpmENs, Make no mistake
that.I doubt the sinoerity for the motivation
of those fellow. Vietnam veterans here today.
I have been with yow all week, T feel your

. convietlon, ahd’ your motivations, You are
_ certainly committed to what you belleve in,

I respect you for that, And T appreclate: your
Hstening t0 me, because T am committed to
my beltefs. (Applause.y B :
. Your goals are an end to the war in Viet-
nam (Calls of “Now.”)y o :
{“Have you votad?"') L,
Lisutenant SyepHENS, I have naver voted,
I havwe been: in. Vietnam. since I was old
enough- to vobe, aud I have never had a
chance to- participate: ) : o
- We are getbing oub of Vietham, Casualties
on all sides have: beeny dramatically reduced.
(Oalls of “Exzespt.for the olvillans.”) .
Lieutenant STEPHENS: Cbsualities of. all
kinds have been: reduced, T
Banator MoGoveny. Lfeutenant, we have
Been glad to-hear you, We were glad to
hear your statenrent. But- there afe ton more
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Lieutenant STepHENS, I have two more
. paragraphs. (Boo's from the audience.)
Lieutenant BTEpHENS: Thank youw very
much for listening to me. (Applausse,)} ;
Senator M&GoveRN, Lisutenant; If you witl
submit the rest of your materisl it will be
made & patt of the record. 4
Llautenant StepHENS. Thank you very
much, - | . )
(The matertal referred to is as follows:)
- “Make no mistake that I doubt the pin.
cerlty or the motivation of these fellow Viet-
nam veterans here today. I am only dlsap-
.pointed ‘that they guestion the sincerity of
the President. Thelr gosls are in reality iden=-
tical—to end the American involvement in
Southenst Asis. We are getting out of Viot=-
nam, Casuelties on all sides have been dra-
. matically reduced. American casualiies to a
level that 18 less than 20 percent of the level
.2 years ago." - : o
Some of us tend to over simplify the prob-
lems of peace. Tt 18 really the most compll-
oated lssue. Both sldes must cooperats. I be-
lleve that the 1ssues of ending the war are not

those of & Natlon saving face, but of our -

reaponsibilities of individuals and as & coun-.
try to our commitment to the people of
South Vietnam. Not the high ranking ofil-
clals, not the generals, but the average citi.
zens who are friends of so many of ua.

Never have Americana as individuals or as
% nation shirked this sense of responsibility.
" Senator MoGoverw. And I wani to say.

_ while many of us here disagree with the Lieu-
tenant's sanalysis of the 'war, I think he has
a right to be heard, and to get & respectful
hearing for the things he has sald.

The next witness 18 Mr, Basil Paguet, I
would like to call him at this time,

Mr. Paquet is from Colinecticut.

Mr. Paquer. My name 18 Besil T. Paquet.
My number is US 51500682, T was a Spec 4,
Medic Detachment, 24th Evac Hoapltal, -

T will try to make my statement as briefiy
ag poselble, " '

I would like to speak directly to the viola«
tlons of the Geneva Convention I paw per-
sonally while working at the 24th Evac Hoe~
pital. . :

v I think the cases I cite will not be as strong
as some of the testimony of the men who
worked in the fleld. However, I think it is
indportdnt to keep in mind that the typs of
things I et happened in a rear ared, in sup-
posedly one of the most olvllized situations
you will find in war, in other words, in &
mediocal Taoility. When these viclations occur
in. this type of facility you can well imagine

what the rest of these men say occurs in the .

field 1s true. . .
- The firét violation T would ltke to talk
phout 18 that of the Military Intelligence.

I will cite a specific Instance which occurred

about & morith atfer Tet, tf I recall eorrectly,
whish I hope I do, T would like ta say, this
type. of incident occurred throughout my
gtay in. Vietnam in 1967 and 1868, :
A wounded Viet Cong prisoner was brought

ip with massive chest wounds and massive’

hamorrheges. 'We started to give him blood.
He was accompanted by Military Intelligence.
We started to give him . biood, pump it in,
“Hé was probably within & to 10 minubes of
dylng. . - S .

They were stil1 questioning him. it was
apparent they had been questioning him for

some time, And he hadn't glven any Infor- -~

mation. They continued throughout t;lxelr
questioning to withhold medical care unless
he gave—unless he divulged information. .
The man was streatning blood all over the
place, he was barely conscious. They ‘con-

tinued to pregs on him, press on him, that

he would receive no inedleal.care uniess he
divulged informstion.

“As 1 say, this happened’again and -agein,
The next inoldent I would like to- relate’

happened. during the Tet offensive of 1968,
Ag-many of the brothers here ‘know, there

. ‘were masgive casualties on both sides,’ early
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in the morning, just after -the offensive
started—during the night, let me mention, no
casualtles could be brought in, because of

" the heavy fighting. Bo early in the morning

there was p masgsive influx of cagualties.
When 1t soon became apparent there were
B0 many casualtios-there would be great dif-
ficulty in, treating ail of them,Immediately
it wag set up whereby Vietnamese were gent
this way (gesturing), and the Americans gent
this way, We treated theé Americans with the
best medical care we could. We moved the
Viethamese down to first one quonget hut,
filled that up, sometimes three to five to a
bed, bleeding bodies on blesding bodles.
‘Then, when we filled this quonset hut, we
giudgingly opened up another, filled that up,
piled in bleeding body on bleeding body.

Those more serlousiy wounded clvillans-

were not treated before the last GI with any

minor wound or even & corn was treated.

Tt waen't until later in the week that they
were finally able to move some of those peo-
ple, who even then had not been treated.
Most of the-treating was done by Spec 4's
and B8 Including most debridement, Bo
forth, doctors, who volunteered to stay after

gero hour in the operating room, many of.

those-—I don’t condemn all medical persoti-
‘nel—went down there and tried to treat

I would like to draw one brlef analogy. I
would like you to imagine this sort of situe~
tlon cecurring during s war llke World War

" these’ wciflnded peopie,

IT. You can.imagine massive casualties in

London, wounded civilians and military per-
sonnel brought into ahy American medical
facility.: I would like to imagine the separa-
tlon of the British people, allies, from Amer-
ican allles, ahd left walting from a quonset
hut for s week before they were treated.

I would like to cite a specific Incident of
an order given to-me, And I think many of us
here will recognize our own gullt and sense
of compliclty with these crimes. A small
¢hild has her arm shot off, and received frag
wonnds shout the leg and vagina. She was
perhaps a little over n year old. I treated
her: Her arm was completely cut off, as far as
here (indicating). We controlled the bleed-
ing. I had her on the bed. :

Just after this, massive oasualtles started

coming in. Finally ell the bed
tekén, . o .

The child was stlll upon a bed. T was
ordered by an- Army nurse, take the child
off the bed anfl put her on the floor and
-put’ a GI on the bed, The 'GI had superficial
wounds, - . .

I refused to do 1t, and was threatened with

Bp&Ce Was

action unless I placed the GT on the bed. The
.explanation was, no GI 18 golng to lay on .

the floor aa long as there 18 a bed. I said,
“There 18 -a bed, and it 1s being occupled.”
"But obviously that wasn’t much of an argu~
ment. . : :

This could be excused as a policy, as ac-
tions which arise during emergency -slitua-
tiona. But I would like to say that the treat-
ment of the Vietnamese civillans that I saw
during the whole yéar I was there—eleven
monthe I was there—led to this type of
treatment  whien you remch ‘the orieis stege.
The everyday leads to those speoclfic instanoes,
Tt 18 an atroolty-producing situation, That
has been sald many tines already.

I would like to say, all the actions I just
cited ocould be sald to be occurring on an
officer level. "When you get this situation
wheré you see youi officers In o position—

and again, let me say, these are medical per- .

'sonnel,; supposedly the very beat the Army
has to offer as far as educatlon and sensitiv-
ity—when you get this sort: of tréatinent,
thie attitude towards the people, and you
‘get to- the specific enlisted man, he follows
up on this, - .

. Let me cite one last instance. I came In,
again shortly after Tet, saw one of the mad-
ical personnel who worked with me, someonse
I did not think was a bad guy, used to drink
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beer: with him, he was In one corner of

room, what we call the “expected commne

am not -sure if meny people know wha

.mean by “expected corner.” Those ne

surgical casualties who are not expecte
make It, i other words, their brain 18 g
but their body still functions,  they
around and Kkick, but you know they
gone, they are placed in the corner an
walt for them to die—a rathy ugiy tim

One of the Vietnamese was placed In
“expected corner.” When I came in there
this medic making spitballs, dropping 1
down the fellow's trach tube, The man
having some delay in dying, not becau
the brein, because of the general activi

the body which keeps on going after the i

18 gone-—your lungs keep going, and
heart keeps going. And when these pit
went down, and the body went -into-
peroxisms, blood, froth, spume, woul
thrown up across that bheautiful e
quonset hut in a nice big tall are, acros
top. . ' '

It seomed to me one of the ugliest ti
T ever saw. I wént down and threatene:
with ection, He laughed at me—and I
say, I know why he did; because no
would have béen done if T had reported

Thet 18 not to say I shoudn’t have
ashamed of the fact I never did. But T
you can see why; our attitude was, if we
reported somse of these incldents, no
would ever be done. -

But- all of us are gullty because w
not press 1t to the farthest point we
And we are here today to try to press
the farthest polnt we can. o
. Thamk you veéry much. (Prolonged
plaude).

Senator McGovERN, Thank you very I
Mr. Paquét, for your testimony.

our next withess is Mr. Joe Nielsen, o
York. - ’ E

Is Mr, Niglsen here? :

- Mr, Nizteew, My name 1s Joe Nl
05361868, .

In college I was & Iraternity presiden:
captein of the football team of Willlan
‘Mary College. I was going to become af
salesman. I was & ROTC lleutenant,

I volunteered for Nam because I belie!
it. I went oversess and 1 came home v
wound and a couple of medals, and a ¢
tion in whioch a year and a half Iater I
6 Job as a shower attendant, see & peyoh!
three times a week.

T am like & lot of GI's who came bs
just cannot cope with what we saw-the

The Vets on the whole are a very con
tiye group—up until Vietnam. As ¥
know, the Veterans of Forelgh War
*aAmerlcan Leglon, they have all been !
conservative group. What we see righ
18 the amazing thing. We are having Vet
-have gone through it come Wack an
”NO." e

Most of the Vets, the poople fightir
wars, are not. college graduates, they a
aona of the sllent majority. And the Ve
of Forelgn Wars and thé Amerloan Legl
saying the peoplé here are not represer
of the Vietnam Veterans. And the peopl
obviously feel very strongly, And. ti
veterans are quoting figures. .

I took & survey in San Franclsed O
ans whohave just come back. I would
read o few things, beecause. this is thé
thing they are holding agalnst this t
action that we have takéen—that they e
repregentative, we are a small group.
only rend a few—it 1s a statistically
gurvey, taken by myself. I will read

of .the answers, & few of the quest!

won't .go -through it all. .
Much of 1t 1 not—-as I sald, the GI*

.théy are not all as liberal or ea—they

feel a8 strongly as we do, A lot of them

- “How would you Bay your year It

nam has affected you as & person?”’
Seventy percent sald both good ar
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effects, However, the comments which we got,
such éa “It taught me {o kill and I enjoyed
it. Especially those dinks,” show that g lot of
them felt pretty bad about the effects 1t had
on them. ) )

' “What are your feelings toward those maleg

_your own age who have not served in the

Armed Forces. and will not serve in the
. Tuture? :

Only—this is surprising-—only 11 percent
sald they felt-very resentful. In other words,
a8 one GI sald, “More power to anyone who
honestly gets out of 1. (Applause) .

The Navy oaptainl was saylng he felt & lot
of the Vietnamese people felt strongly about
the war, elght million. approximately.

* According to the Vietnain veterans whom
I talked to-—“the South Vietnamese people

geemn to be more interested in one of the

following.”

‘Winning the war, 5 percent;

Providing food, money and shelter, and
staying alive, 83 percent, .

The people want to be left alone. It is not
thelir war, (Applause)" T )

One GI eummed it up, and said “The men
cean't fight and the women can't”-—do thelir
thing. 14

Thelr flag tells the story. “What ain’t red
Isyellow.” .

The terms “dinks,” “gocks” and “slopes”
wers eonstantly used in describing the Viet-
namese, . . ' ’ :

“Bhould the ARVN be doing a greator per-
centage of the ground fighting?"”

89 perent sald yes, .

“Will the ARVN be able to take. over all
ground fighting at the end of December?”’
one year from' the time the sUrvey was
taken, . . .

" Nixon wants ell ground fighting out by
-this summer; 89 percent sald they would not
be able to take over the ground fighting . in
December, Nixon wants them to do it this
summer, ’ ’ ,

Commenig were: “They're more concerhed

with avolding the enemy than with de-

stroylng him,” and “The ARVNS obviougly .

are cowards.” .

“Do you approve or disapprove of the Mo-
ratorlum Peace Protest of October 15th and
November 15th, 1970 and of other peace
demonstrations?” . ’

These are the fellows who were there—

Senator McGloverN: Lt. Nielsen, could you
tell us how this survey was taken? I am cur-
lous to know about how many people you
surveyed, the format. ) .

. Mr, NieLseN, The format was—I tried to
go through the Army. They would not allow
it, of course, since—This is the first survey of
its type, and the Army obviously doean't
want these types of flgures to ocome out. I
went to.them, they would not allow me to
use the Oakiand Base where they were out-
processing the pepole. And I couldn’t use the
buses where the planes oame In and the GI's

were ploked up by buses. So, after a big hag- -
- 8ls, T had to walt for them at the San

Francleco Alrpert, &t which I spent three

weeks or & month indlviduslly talking to

GI'. No officers nor anyone over-an E-5 wag

questloned: It was completely yoluntary.

" The survey was cheoked by .a statistical
- engineering -company, Mason and Company,

1n San Franoeisco, ) .

Mr, VANIK. What was the total number of
peoplé to whom you talked? . * - -

Mr. NrELsEN. I questioned 280, and elim-
inated some because of various ressons and
came up with 244. . '

Tt saye: CHve: your name, age. My name is
Joe Nielsen, 27, lleutehant; dates In Nam,
Beptember '87 to September '86—no, '68 to
‘68, And my home town 1s Bayside, New
York. - : .
 On the peace thing, 50 peroent approved of
the peace demonstrations, Now, this ia rea]ly
going to blow some people’s ‘minds, ecpedi=
ally the older people, who categorize, like

"hours a day.” .

~tp continue the 'war. Mr.

Agnew does, the Vietnam Veterans, He would
rather have one platoon of fellows fighting
from Vietnam—I don’t know-—then hundred
thousand -of the long-haired ‘demonstrators.

‘What he doesn’t know, it 18 not that sim-
ple. Many of the pecple over there, the only
‘difference between the Vietnam - Veterans
and the people In Washington js that they
are in the Army and have short hair. (Ap-
plause) )

“Dld you see any racial diserimingtlon in

Vietnam among the troops?” 52 percent said
yes. -

_“Whlle in Vietnam did you smoke mari-
Juana?” It was not as high as one might
think: 48 percent sald no, they didn’t,
(Laughter) .

-‘One guy said “My job was to stay high 14

Another sald “It seems a farce to throw

‘draftees in jail for smoking grass, with all
‘the other things happening in Nam.,” .
Here 18 cne that. will get to a lot of guys!

According to what you have actually geen
and participated in, the alleged massaore of

Vietnamese civillans. by American infantry.

at My Lal waa: : .

One lsolated incident that occurred, 26
‘percent; -one of a few incidents that oc-
curred, 33 percent; onhe of many incldents
that occurred, 16 percent.’ In other words,
we sald, “Don’t tell us war storles or riimors,
Tell us what you have agen or participated
dnt

Anvther 16 percent surprised me, since I
was not involved In anyt.hing\lik’e that, 1t
surprised me. But some of the’ comments I
would like to read, then I will g0: .

“I would and oould kill. women and ohil=-

dren, ‘but if I hadn't, I wouldn't be here.”
“I learned to kill and enjoy it. Especlally
those peopls.” ’
Killing Vietnameso
‘animals -after awhile.”
" “After you are there for awhile, you hate
them all.” L
"" “I have no pity on any Vietnamese. They
all get what they deserve,” . ’
“They are just gopka.” :
Fourteen and & half percent thought the
men who were Involved In the alleged My
Lal Incident should be glveh a ocourt-martial,
The rest think they should be set free,
various other things,

I would like to glve you & quote from a GI
when T asked If he had anything to say, He
8atd he would like to characterize the war as:
“The incompent tellihg the unwllling to do
the unnecessary for the ungrateful.” {Pro-
longed applause) .

people is “llke killing

BurvEY CONDUCTED BY JOSEPH- NEILSON or-

AMEBRICAN VETERANS
" 1. INTRODUGTION
Author of the survey -

Mr, Joseph Neilson is #. gratduate of Wil-
liam.and Mary College 1n Williamsburg, Vir-
ginia, where he obtained an ROTC commis-

. &lon upon graduation in' Juhs, 1067 'While.

in-college, Mr. Nellson was President of his

fraternity, Sigma Nu, and.an All Southern
Conference Football ,choice: Hé entered the .

army as an Artillery Lieutenant on 28 Sap=
tember, 18687 at Fort B11l, Oklahpma, Mr,
Noilson volunteered for Vietnam duty be-
cause of his agreement with the ‘Unilted
Btates war policy and arrived in Vietham
in September, 1068, After a-year in Vietnam,
he returned to the United Statos with s
wound, & Bronge Star, and g total disillusjon
ment with America’s Tole in the war, Mr,
Nellson bellevea that the GI's frue cpinions
of the war are not being told to.the public
but that manufactured opinions are ‘being
‘used by politiclans such as VieesPresident
Agnew nnd President Nixon as o major reaspn
r Nellson dedided
that ‘a-survey of Vietnam Veterans would

‘best destroy these myths, )

§

_ army. I belleve they would g

CEMT

The survey
The survey was checked for atatistical
validity in San Franolsco by James Klein, a
merketing engineer, then working for Mason
and Company. The reason why a survey of
CGIs has not been teken In the past is that

_the army has not allowed it. Mr. Nellson first

attempted to take the survey at the Oak. .
land Army Qutprocessing Center, The army

-would not allow this nor would they con-

sent to-Mr. Nellsoh riding with the GIs from
the plane arriving from Vietnam to the Oak-
land Outprocessing Center, Finally, Mr. Neil-
son had to settle for Interviewing GIs at n

‘rate of one or two at a time at the San

Francisco commercial alrport es the GIs
walted for flights home. Two hundred and
forty-four (244) GIs were then interviewed
over a cqurse of three weeks. -
The pecple In the United States have
heard the views of just about everyone cn

‘the subject of Vistnam. Books, artioles, news«

bapers, Interviews,. speacheg, - ¢ditorials, and
surveys have made it the.most publicimed
war in history. Yet, we have not hoard the
opinlens of those whom the war effort af-
fects the moat, the young men. No, not .
the young men as defined by the news media,
but the other sllent young who attually
fight the war. . .
And, why haven't we hoard froni these men
before—in a large poll or survey? Very simply
beopuse the U.8., Army, in their ‘Perverted
vlew of the Bill of Rights, are fearful that.a
group-of Awnertcan Gis freely expressing their
congtitutionally insured right of free speech
will somehow break down the delicate fabrio
of public confidence and optimisin concern-
ing the Vietnam wear. I believe their ration-
alized thinking is best expressed by a Colone?
at the Oaklend Army bese who perved one
year in Vietnam safe in the .confines of a
division base camp, “Remember that the kids
are young, somewhat Immature, and their
view of the war 18 limited to their narrow
experiences,” I suppose he would llke us to
blindly beliove the offtelal army view that we
never :suffer defeats, the enemy's oasualtics
are always 6 to 10 times ours, less than 1%

.of the GIs smoke pot, and ‘vietery 1s right

around the corner iIf only we use moare force
and be patient.

After receiving absolutely no. cooperation
from the Army, I Interviewed 244 enlisted
Vietnam Veterans, under the rank of Staff
Bergeant E-6, as they awaited transportation

-home from the Ban Francisco airport. The

regson why no officers of enlisted men above
the rank of E-§ were interviewed was beoause
I wanted to have & true picture of “our boys.”
As to be expected, those interviewed were
young, mostly in the 20-22 age group. A very
large majority never voted.to elect the officials
Who pent them to Vietnam. They were the
sons of the ellent ‘majority of the sons of
the underprivileged. Less than 109 wers cbl~
lege graduates but more than 109% ‘were Righ
school dropouts, In writing. comments, to
questlons asked, many Cils had trouble spell-
ing relatively simple words, Usually each gen-
tonce had. 8 or 4 grammatical errots. Sore-
times & .group. of words miade no senes. The'
Bpénish spealking GI hsad the most-dlfculty;
a fow agked to have the questions read aloud

Jbecause . they could not uhdetstsnd the .

Engish. . . o o
- It seerns that in Vietnam “You won't find

- cotlege graduates in Infantry foxholes,” sald

one college graduate with the water-logged
9th Division. “At least 80%. of those fellowa
I graduated with never served in the Armed
Forces, And those that did, 1ike me, were held
in base camp jobe typing and doing paper

.work.” It would be very Interesting to find

out what the education level {8 of the young
men who died In Vietnatn (80% of those
killed in Vietnam were under 26 years.of age) . -
and ‘what their -fathers’ incomes:are.:
figures are *‘unayailable” aceordin;
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clusively who Is Aighting our democratic Viet-

nam War. i .

11, THE SURVEY QUEBTION AND A DISCUSSION OF
’ EACH .

. The GIs were glven a question and usually
4 or 4 answers to chocse from. If they dis-
1ked all the given answers, they were al=-
lowed to skip the gquestion or wrlte their
owh comment. GIs who answered the ques-

tions were alse encouraged to write com-

ments. : :
Q.. Now that you ate back in the TUnited

States what will you do? (If ETS is within

a few months, please answer as 1f you're out

of the army). :

"(A) Return to-old Job (16%).
(B) Apply for s new job (12%).
(C) Return to school (58%).
(D) Other, please state (18%).
: . A disappolnting 50% sald they intended to
return to school, and many jndlcated 1t
' would be & trade school or might.school.
How many of these men will actusally follow
through is open to question, but the govern-
ment could mount a more efipctive oampaign
to push these veterans back into the olass-
room. for the education they sorely need in
. today’s. world, ' )
i Q. How would you say your year in Viet-
- nam hes affected you as & person?
i (A) Had & good effect on me {18%).
E‘ ¢ (B) Had both good and bad effects on me
FAT0%). -

'i"— {C) Had & bad effect on me (6%).

*. (D) Other, pleass state (6%).
|~ Briefly explain answer, :

i Bome commenta (“more confident—more
" mature—learned to .scoept responsibility”) -
; emphaalzed the good, but other comrenta,

such as “Tt taught me to kil} and I enjoyed
. 1t, Egpeolally those dinks” written by a door

- gunner with the 1st Cav,, and a Spec. 4 with
" the 188th Engineers wrote, ‘I have seer how

rotten America really is,” which showed the

scars of war.
; Q. Would you llke your brother (assumeé

-you have ome) to go through & Vietnam

tour?

(A) Yes, definitely (6%)

(B) Yes, with reservations (16%)
(C) No,Iwould not (76%) . -
(D) Other, please state (6%)

A full 6% would not lke thedr brothers .

to go through & Vietnam tour and 18% sald
yes with reservations. The reservation wes
usually that the brother would not be In
the Infantry. Only 6% sald yes definitely. A
“grunt?- with. the 101et Alrborne best ex-
pressed the overwhelming general statement
of sentiment, “I went through 1it, but I pray
to. God my brother never goes.” It peems that
although most beileve Vietnam produced &
few posltive results, the year spent learning
was .hell and too large & price to pay. A
Spec 4 who worked with the 18th Recon in
tvhe  Amerieal Division wrote, “It wrecked
one year of my life,” and another Spec ¢ with
the 1st Cav. wrote, “I'd never go through it
agein,” . ]

Q. What are your feelings toward those
males your own age who have not served in
] the Armed Forees and will nof serve in the

. future? . .

. (A) Very resentful, everyone who ls mor-
mally fit should serve. (11%) '

(BY Resentful, but only to those who lled
or. cheated to beat the draft. (30%) ~

(C) T did the correct thing and don't care
what others did. (11%) S :

(D) All those who escaped the draft are
lucky, and I do not resént thern, (30%) -

{E) Other, please stato{8%) :

One might expect the GIs who served In
the Armed Forces. 2 or 8 years, with one year

in Vietnam, to be resentfu) of those who do-

not serve. But, ohly 11% felt very resentfil
" toward -all-who did not serve. A Speo. ¢ with
+the 9th Infantry Divialon summed
feeling, “More power  to anyone who hon-
estly gets out of it,” Combining (B) and (D)

up the -

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Estensions of Remarks

we get 76% of the GIs stating that they don’t
feel resentiul to those who don't serve as long
as they didn't He or cheat to get out of the

‘service. :

Q. The South Vietnamese people-seem t0
be most interested in which of the following:
. {A) Winning the war (6%)

(B) Following Village laws snd customs

(6%) . :
(C) Supporting the Salgon Government
(6%) ' )

‘themselves and famnily (64%)

{E) Fighting the Viet Cong and the North .

Vietnamese (5%)

(F) Staying alive (20%)

(C}) Other, please state (1%) . ’

The GIs beliove that the Vietnamese atid-
tude toward the war horders on “total indif-
ference,” and the men seem gulte resentful,
“The people want to be left alone” . . .Bpec
4, 1015t Afrborne, “They worry about nothing
but themselves, *. . . Spec. 4 with the 1st
Cav . . . The men were even more resente
ful toward the Vietnamese attitude towsard
the Ci's money. Time and time again the
men oommented that the Viethamese were
interested in “taking your money” . . . Bpeo.
& John M. Bayette; “Soaking GIs for ag much
a8 possible” . , . Spec. B lst Avn. Bde;
“Making money from GIs and living off the
wer” . . . Spee, 4 18t Englneer Bde., let
Division; “Making money off the GIs” . . .
Pfo 9th Infantry,

Combinihg (A), (C), and (E) we get only
119, who feel the.Vietnamess are motivated
in the war while 83% from (D) and (F) be-
lievé that the Vietnamese are most interested
in “staying allve” and in “food, money, and
gheltar.’”* The OI is resentful that he riska
his life while those whose fresdom he fighta
for seem to he primarily motivated in taking
his money. One GI summed up the resent-
ment: *The men can’t fight and the women
can't — . Their flag tells the story: what
gin’t red 1s yellow.” The term ‘‘dinks”
“gooks,” and “slopes” were constantly used
in describing the Vietnamese.

@ What was the attitude of the South
Vietnamess people with which you were in
contact toward winning the war?

(A) Very determined to win the war (10%)

(B) Moderately determined to win the war
(24%) '

(C) Not concerned with the war (486%)

(D) Not determined to wih (8%)

- (EY Other, please state (8%)

Again the comments were overwhelmingly

resentful toward the Vietnamese war effort.

A 8pec. B with the 1st Infantry Division.

wrote, “They don't care whose side they're
on as long as it's the winning slde.” A Speo.
5 Crew Chief stated; “They wani to win buf
want someone else to win it.” And, another
@I wrote, “The only time they are concerned
is when they are directly involved elther
physically or flmanclally.” A Bpec. 4. with
the 1st Infantry Division wrote, “The Viet-
namese people don’t care about anything ox-
cept & peaceful life.”” And, ageln, aa in the
previous guestion, the GIs made comments

concerning the Vietnamese thirst for the GI.

‘dollar, A Spee, b with UBARV HQ sald, *'They
only want to make a buck and keep them-
selves allve.” )

Q. How 1s the American Paolfication pro=-

gram (winning the hearts and minds of the

Vietnamese people) working?

(A) Working very well. (17%)

(B} Working moderately well (48%)

{C) Working poorly (20%) . =

- (D) Not working at all (T%).

(E) Other, pleage state (10%) -

Many GIs seern to feel progress 1s heing
made but a Spee. ¢ with the oth Inf, Div
pald, “It's slow since the population . is hard
to control and moves & lot.” A Bpec. B with
the MACV sald, “It's more like buying their
hearts and minds.” Most veterany readily
admit that most pacified areas will fall baock

% .
(D) Providing food, money; and shelter for .
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to ene:hy_mnmrol once the Amerlcans le
completely.

Q. Should the ARVN be doing a grea

- percontags of the ground fighting?

(A4) Should be doing a much larger p
centage of the ground fighting (T1%)

(B} Should be doing a slightly larger p
gentae. of the ground fighting (18%)

(C) 8hould be dolng about the aa

amount of ground fighting (8%)

(D) Should be doing less ground fight

. (2%)

{E) Other, please state (3%)
The Gls cbvlously believe the ARVN eho
be doing more fighting, A Spec. ¢ With

- 4th Infantry said, “They should be doing

the fAighting. It's their country, lsn’ 1t

Q. Will the ARVN be able to take over
the ground fAghting at the end of Decem
1971 (one year from now)?

(A) Yes, definitely (8%)

(B) Yes, but with beeasional ground (
fontry) help. (23%)

(0} No, but should be able to soon a
Dscember, 1971 (21%) ' ’

{D) No, definitely not (38%)

(E) Other, please state (10%)

With the administration setting a dead
of this summer as the time the ARVN w
Ve mble to do it. 0% state “No” deflni
(C and D), and 23% state “Yes” (B)
with ocetasional American ground Inial
help, Only 8% say definitely “Yes.” The
scorn for the ARVI 1s quite open. “The
more concerned with avolding the en:
than destroying him,” a Pfo with the
Inf. wrote. A Spec. 4 with the 4th Infa:
sald, “The ARVNs are ohviously cowar
Moat ‘GlIs did feel that the ARVNs were
ting better, however. ’

. @ Do you approve or disapprove of
way in which President Nixon is handling
war?

(A) Definitely approve (24%)

{B) Moderately approve (26%)

(C) Moderately disapprove (17%)

(D) Definitely disapprove (13%)

(E) Undecided (10%)

Briefly explain answer.

The men generally approve of Wi
handling of the war so far. “His policy i
only way out” and ® He’s meking the be
& bad situation” were two pro~-Nixon qu
The men who dlsagree with Nioxn's pol
ususlly want a faster rate of withdraw

Q. Concerning the troop pilllout
should President Nixon , .~

(A) Pull all troops out Immediately (1

{B) Pull troops out faster (27%)

(C) Pull troops out at the same rate (3

(D) Pull troops out slower (12%)

(E) Other, please state (12%)

Some men seem to feel that Nixon sh
pull the troops out fastér (43% from !
B) while others (12% from D) are !
slower withdrawal, The men who chooge
usually & have such comments as *I
Hanol” and “Stop treating them witk
gloves.” A very interesting aspect 1s.

-many GIs simply do not belleve that B

is pulilng out as many troops a8 he sa;
is. “He puts back as many as he pulls
and “There i5 & plane of replacement
every one that leaves' are typical comm
@. Which of the following olosest fita
desoription- of how the Vietnamizatic
the war 15 progrossing? N
(A} Very successful (10%) .
(B) Moderately successful (656%)
(0} At a standstill (18%) -~
{D) Notsuccessful (14%) -
(E} Other, please state (3%)
"~ Again the GIs show optimism about

"derate progress, but, as In.the pacific

program, show & pessimism about wha
happen when the Americane leave. “Th
progress, but it'a slow.and I'm not optil
‘sbout what will happen when we'll puil
wrote o Pfic, T . )

@. ‘Do you approve or disapprove ¢
Moretorium Peace Protest of Qotober
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and November 16th, 1970 and of ot.her peaoe
demonstrationa?

(A). Definitely a.pprove (87%)

(B) Moderately approve (22%)

() Do not approve (38%) .

{D) Do not.approve and protesters should
be Jailed (8%) . .

(B) Other, please state (8%)
~ In a purprising move, 40% (A and B) ‘ap=
proved of the peace demonstrations - while
43% (0 and D) disspproved. A Hpeo, 5 radio
operator wrote, “I was in Nam but my wife
was marching in S8an Franclsco, We’ll make
the next one together.” Another Speo. ¢ sald,
“It's the greatest thing to happen in vears.”
However, the other side of the coin was com-
mented on by a 8gt.. F~6 with the 1st Cav.,
"Protesters and protests hurt morale and give

. VC/NVA a paychological advantage.” It seems

strange that those men fighting the war
would approve of a peace demonstration but
not as strange as 1t seems when you.remem-
ber that B0% of the grunts are from draftees

who were forced to fight or go to-jail, Those

in Vietnam do not went to be there but have
ttle oholce.
: Vice President Agnew in his glorifleation
_ of the Vietnam GI as opposed to the “Peace~
. nik Protester” ssems to think that they are
made of different material. Not only 1s this
not true but it seems that the only differ-
ence between some GIs in'Nam and demon~
strators is that one has avoided the army.

Q. How would you rate your officers con~
oerning thelr overall job efficiency?

" Lieutenants and captains:

(A) Excellent oo 17

S (B) Good e 88
(O) ¥air _____. - 22
(D) POOY e 19

. {E) Other, pledse state.. ... .___ L]

Majors, colonels and generals: '
(A} Excellent ... woecoccomaaonn. 13
(B) Good wue oo cmnan 32
(C) Palr o e 30
(D) POOr e 20-
(E) Other, please state. ________ ..__ ]
©One Spec. 4 wrote, “The higher they go,

the stupider they seem to get.” !
What 18 your estimate of the M-~16 rifle for
use in Vietnam?
(A) Excellent (809%)
{B) Gocd (28%)
(C) Falr (2%)
(D) Poor {1%)
(B} Other, please state (9%)
The QIs were almost unanimous ln\their
" agreement that the M-16 1s'an “excellent” or
“good"” weapon. All comments weére favor-
able. A 8peo. 4 with the 4th Inf. commented,

No one walks away from it and a poetio

grunt - wrote,
mechine,”

“Keep it clean, 13 a bad

Are the body counts of Viet Cong and NVA.

reported from your unit correct?

(A) Very accurate- (239%) .

(B) Moderately accurate- (219%)

- (C) Not acourate at all (24%)

. (D) Migrepresented " (109%)

{E) Other, please state (23%) "

It seems that many GlIs feel that the body
counts, which the army uses as success indi-

- eators are inaccurate and inflated.

. Did you see any racial discrimination in
Vietna.m?
.- (A) Yes, defnitely (28%) '
(B} Yes, but only onee or twice (269%)
(JY No racial discrlmlnation seen (46%)
-{D) Other, please state o
If A or B chosen, briefly explain,
. .The -army still has problems in the area
of racial problems. 52% (A and B) said they
- did see raolal discrimination, A Speo. § with
the. 101st Alrborne Div. wrote, “Only . a few
lifers from. the south still believe white lo
better then black” and a Pfo, with the 4th
Dijvislon sald, “It's part of our acclel system,”
The Bilacks interviewed were split B0-50.45 to
if there were any incidences of radla] -dig-
orlmlz}ation. Robert Tallery, & Blaok Marine,
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sald, “The U.8, Gov't. ghould’ handle 1ts own
pmblems before trying to solve the .problema

_of" other ‘countries.”

A surprising backiash occurred with fome

‘Wwhites stating thet the blacks wore discrimi~

neting against the whites, A Bpéc. ¢ with the
4th Inf, commented, “The black man shows
congiderable prejudice toward the whites,”

How ‘would you rate the morale of the
United States troops?

‘(A) Excellent (16%)

(B) Good (40%)

(0) Fair (2¢%)

(D) Poor (17%)

(E) other,; please state {3%) :

Apparently morale is not as good as the

-Government says nor a8 bad as some make

1t out to be, A Spec. 4 with the lst Log, Oom-
mand, seld, ““The reason mcrale is good at all

.18 because we know we go home at the end of

one year. We gount each, day.”
What happoned to your hody weight !n
Vietnam?
(A} No change (30%)
(B) Gainad weight (18%)
.~ {C) Lost 1 to 16 pounds (33%) -
(D) Lost 16 to 30 pounds (14%)
(B) Lost 81 pounds or more (%)
‘With the climeate and the food most, espe-
clally those in combat units, tend to lose
welght.
While in Vietnam, did you smoke mari-
juana (pot)?
(A) No (48%)
(B) Yes, 1 to5 times (18%)
(') Yes, 8 to 20 times (9%)
(D) Yes, 21 times or more (239)
(E) Oornments, please atate (3%)
"With the pressure of a war half-way
around the world resting on their shoulders,
the avallability. of pot in Vietnam and a

" hermiassive soclal attitude In the United

States, 40% of those interviewed smoked

- pot while in Vietnam, Yet, a survey in the

U.8. of young people the same age and back-
grounds taken for a one year period would
surely show the same or higher results, A

Spec. ¢ wrote, “See a good buddy dle or listen
~to him scream and they ask you why you

smoke pot.” “If it waan't for grass, I probably
would have gone insane,’” aald another. A
8pec. 4 with the 8th Inf, sald, “My job was to
stay high 24 hours a day.” “It seems a farce
to throw drafiees in jail for smoking grass
with all the other things happening in Viet-
nem,” sald another Spec. 4,

One must remember, however, that 48%
reported that they had not smoked. '

According to what you have aotually een
and participated in, the alleged massaore of
Vietnamese civilians by Amierlean Infantry
at My Lal was!

{A) one isolated incident tha.t occurred

28%) .
( (B)) One of a few simtlar lncldents that
occurred- (28%) .

(C) One of many sirn.llm- incidents that
oceurred (12%)

(D) Other, briefly explain (BB%)

Briefly explaln answer.

The question was phra.sed in an attempt
to eliminate rumors and. hearaay. The 38,
(D} had ho personal knowledge of the in-
cldent, dld not reply, or had specific com-
ments. A shocking 12% stated that it was
one of a few similar incldents and at least
8% of the comments 1n (D) could be fitted
into the (C) category. This would total 18%
for (). 28% helleved it was one of o few
similar incidents. Some quotes were a4

shocking as the Llfe magezine photos. “I -

would and’ did kill women and kids, but 1f I
hadn't, I wouldn't be here.” A Spse. 4 sald
with an- intense smile, “I.iearned to kill and

-enjoy it. Especlally those people.” It became

obvlous that. the more combat experience. a
man had the moré éasily he acknowledged
that such incldents are possible “espscially

-because of our low regard for the. Viethamese

Which- ma.kes kﬂling them ltke killing ani=

"EMT3

mals,” said one “grunt.” A Pfe. with the
1pt Cav. commented, “After you are there
for a while, you hate them al.” Another -
soldder wrote, “I have no plty on any Viet-
nemegg.” They all got whaet they desarve”
This dehumanligation seems to be a primary
reason why & My Lat could occur, "They’re *
Just gooks,” a SBpec. 4 putin,

Should the men involved 1h the alleged
My Lal massacre be .

(A} Glven a ourt martial (14% %)

(B) Given a reprimand (1414 %)

(0) Set free (49%) .

(D) Other, please state (229;)

Of "the 1414 % who stated that the men
should be glven a court martial, many quali-
fled that by saying “only the officers should
be court martialed. The others were just fol-
lowing orders.” It seems the vast majority
of GIs feol that the men involved In the -
massacre should be set free or glven a repri-
mand but fdot court martialed, As a trooper
wrote, “Condemn wer, not those forced to
fight it

Did the United States make a mistake
when it became Involved in the Vietnam
War?

(A) Made a serlous mistake (38%)

(B) Made & slight mistake (99%)

(C) Made no mistake but fought the war
incorrectly (40%) .

(D) Made no mistake (10%)

(E) other, please state

Briefly explain answer. '

Many GIs believe that Vietnam waa fought

Incorrectly and that “they had to play poli-
tics and a8 a result a lot of good tmen are
dead,” Many men answering with (C) or (D)’
believe that 1f we were going to fight the wad
we should “Bomb hell out of North Vietnem
and declare wer.” Those. answering with (A)
and (B) made such comments as “Eiting
and death are plways serious mistakes;” “It
wasn't any of our business;” and “No Srd
rower has the right to Interfere in a oivil
confliet.” . .
- When I asked one grunt If he had any-
thing else to say about the war, he volun-
teered & beautiful description of the war:
“This war can be summed up &8 the Incompe-
tent telling the unwilling o do the unneces-
sary for the ungrateful,”

Senator McGoOvERN, Lit, Nielson I wonder it
wo could ask just one quesbion of you before
you leave.

I have been very “much concerned, and I
know other members of the Congresa have
been, about the treatment and consideration
given to Veterans coming baok from this war.
T wonder if you would just very briefly ad-
dress yourself to the kind of reception the
veterans are-getting, specifieelly with refor~
ence to employment, education, and health
care, these three problems,

Mr, NELSEN. Well, specifically what I.can
say 18 that the thing that concerns me is my
condition, I went.to an Army doobor twice.
The fArst two times I was there I was in-
volved in arguments with the doetor. He
wasn't—he 18 an old man, served with Patton
{laughter), All the doctors in the Veterans
Hoapital, they are very old and they cannot
make it on the outslde, Some are good, I sup
pose, but I just dldn't happen to run into-
any.

I still have a crotch oonuwlon. the fungus
stuff, you know, from Vietnam. I Just’ oould
not take it any more, so I had to go to the:
outaids, where I have to.pay, - .

T -am getting 828,00 a month, but tha.t
doesn’t help me very much.

Senator MeGovnnN What avbou’o the Job
situation? = | .

MY, NIELSEN, . 'I'ha.t doesn’rt eoncern mo, My

.shower attendant’s jol sufices me, I don't

want ahother j6b right now.

- Benabor McGoverw, How about the educa« -
-Monal beneﬂta? Not Juet. yoursslt, .

Mr. Nm1seR. I suppoae they are there,. bum

.-I guess they ame $1'?B & month mll'bime,_

Sena‘tor.
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Henator McQovERN. And you have to pay
the tuttion, bocoks, everything else?

Mr, NigLseN, Pay the tultlon, and you have
to Mve off that, And it 18 impossible to do.

- Many veterans want—since the veterans are
mn undereducated group, many veterans want
to go hack to school, However, with the type
of money, unlesé they live at home with mom
and dad—after golng to Vietnam—they
wouldn’t be able to do it.

I think that in the case of the education
they should be ellowoed a little more money,
not a lot more,

I think the veterans job-wise—T received
letters, but I never looked into it.

‘The big thing, T would say, s that ay far as
the medical facilitles in the Veteransg Hos=
pltal—T was in & Veterans Hospital, I weas
operated on, T had both eyes covered. I was
left alone. I came out of it alome, the
anesthesls, They left a tube in my erm in
which water was still golng in, It was & mis-
the, supposed to have been taken out. o all
during the night while I was alone, and
there were sldes on my bed, because I

- gouldn't see, bandages on my eyes, I had to
get out of bed, keeplng this tube In, I
thiought it-waa supposed to be In, get out of
bed blind, search for the urine pitoher,
urinate, get haok In the bed,

At the end of the night I ﬂlpped out; I
eouldn’t see, I didn't' know what was hap-
pened, T fitpped out.

That is the type of treatment I found,

! I found the doctors—the doctors—they
Just ere more Interested in your political
views on what Is happened In Vietham.

Mr. Vanik. Notwithstanding your personal
‘preferences, your employabllity has certainly
changed between the time you went in and
the tlme you came out.

Mr. NiFLsEn. I am a diffsrent person. I
started in one way, I am & different Person
now,

Mr, VANIK. 'Tou are. o cuﬂ?erent. person.

Thank you.

[y

Senator McGoOvERN. Gongresamlm Vanik re-

ferred to one of the differences between this
war and World War IT, I think another wery
distinet difference s that we came back
from World War IT, those of us who were
Involved, feelilng we were heroos and that
we would be well recelved by the country,
and in general we were, And the benefits
were gomewhat generous.

I teke it from your testimony end othe!
things that I have read thal not only does

the veteran coming back from this war lack

the sense of satisfaction of a grateful coun=
try, but 6lso the benefits ate pretty st-lngy
Ia that & falr ploture?
Mr. NIELSEN. The benefits are stingy. But
- I think I could take the benefits if I wes
involved in World Wer II as opposad to the
Vietnm War, which I now belleve I im-
moral, and I am gullty by what I did over
there, some of the events T was involved in.
If it happened agsin—There 18 no way I
eould go over there, (Prolonged applause).
{ Senator McGomN. Thank you very muqh.
. Lit. Nielson,
i Our next witness 1s Dale Granata, & Novy
. yotbran. .
L. We-will ‘be happy to hear from you
7+ Mr. GranaTa. Thank you. I will be as brief
s I can. My name is Dale Granats, Quarters
- master 3rd class, U.B., Naval Reaarve.- p98-
7320,

I spent elght months, about, I spent one
year In (?) which ls what you call a Viet«
nam cruiee, I spent 8 montha shout, off
Vietnain.

This is a letter that I have sent to hoth
my Senators, Senator .Javits: and ‘Senator
Buckley, ang Congressman Ofts Pike, inform-
ing them of what T feel are crimes my orew

#nd I were involved in agalnst humanity. -

 “T have resson t0 belleve that I and the

rew of the Richard Aniderson are guilty or‘

_ great erimes agalnst hu.manity.
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In eatly April 1068 off the coast of South.

Vietnain near Hue the Andérson moved to
within four thousand nautical yards of a
fishing village, sometime in the early morn~
ing. As the fishermen left the village in their
‘boats for their daily harvest of the sea the
‘Anderson opened up on the village, We were
told that the village was a Viet Cong village
end that 1t must be destroyed. These were
our orders. The Ahderson fired so many 4-gun
salvos that meny of the pipes and tissues
came apart beneath them.”
It was an old ship, built In 1945,

" “Bpotter planes reported people in the
open fleelng, running aoross flelds, so the
Anderson awitchied from high exploalve pro-
Jectlles to the frag projectiles, verlable~time
fragmentary shells which are extremely ef=-
fective for killing people. They fragment and
chop people up, After we hed chopped up
people, we “walked our guns" up zero meters,
repeat, repeet fire for effect, up 5 meters

‘repeat, repeat fire for effeot.

“It seems to me ineongruous VC would be
fleelng across flelds, At one time were firing
across people. Then we had to lower our guns
t0 zero elevation, cock them up this way”

But the whole thing, the reason I wrote
this, Is bectuse of the Calley 1rial. All of &
sudden it came to me that what I felt all
along was & jJustifiable act was no more
Justifiable, because Lt. Calley—this 1s not 10
the letter, I am going to be extemporansocus
now—but Lt. Calley 18 gullty - because -he
could see who he killed, but I am not gullty
because I couldn't see them. There seems
to be some sort of & half-preghant rule there,

I will go on with my letter. |

“Apout six hours and 278 rounds later
the village was completely destroyed. When
I say ‘completely’ I mean completely, We
put about 30 VT frag and 30 Willy Petera"—
a white phosphorous, an incendiary gshell,
doea & very good job on anything that is not
blown up—“and everything else was high
exploslve.

“I believe the village had no warning that
they were coming.”

I put in parenthesis "How could they? The
VO would leave.”*

"“There were secondary explosions (evidence
of stored ammo)."

A secondary exploslon means t.hero must
be ammo,

“And I giess these explosions fustified the
massacre of the people of that village and
the destroying of that village itself, And I
ropeat again, I was told that everybody in
there was a VC, When will this all stop?

“Sincersly yours, Dale Granata.”

I have so far recelved this response from
Benator James L. Buckley:

“DEAR MR, GRANATA: Your lotter arrived
and I am making appropriate inquiries in
your behalf, As soon as I have appropriate

_informgation you will hear from me further

with a more detailed response,

“Apsuring you of 'my continued interest
in this matte¥, I am sincerely yours, J‘amas
L. Buokley.” (Laughter)

I sincerely hope that James L, Buckley'

and Senator Javits and Congressmen Otis
Pike look into this matter, And if they find
that the Navy—the regson I ain so familiar
with this is that I was Quartermaster dur-
ing most of the ineident, and e Quartermas=
ter in the Navy keeps the log., You have to
write down in the log how many shells you
fire, you have to take note of that, That is
the reason I am so famillar with 1t. )

‘I sincerely hope my senators and Con-.
gressman Plke, if they can substantiate what
I have wrltten to them, bring this before
the public ag one more example of the way
we conduct the war in Vdetna.m.

Thank you,

© (Call of “Right on.” Prolonged applause )

| Benator MoGioveaN.. I wish we had more

'ﬂme to question each one of these witnesses,

But we:do hiwve a nutriber of other witniesses

“Walting to be Lieard, We will have to-move on.
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The next witness is Mr. Everett Car
@ platoon commander with the 8th Ma
Regimeont,

Mr. Carson, .

Mr, OarsoN, There probably are others )
who participated in Operation Dewey Can
1

We gave a statement yesterday mor
to congressman MeCloskey regarding our
tivitles In Laos. That was on the recor
would like to put some of that om
record.

I serve with the QGolf Gompa.ny, 6th ]
tallon, 0th Marines, in October 1988 to
22nd of February 1869, .

We went out on about the 22nd of I
ruary, 1880 on an operation called D
son River, which was later changed to
eration Dewey Canhyon 1. My parbticular
toon entered Laocs, not in hot pursult,
helieve the 24th or 36th of February 1060

Before. my platoon from Golf Comp

had  entered, Hotel Company 29 had g
down, and on the evening, I belleve, of
24th of February had sprung n reinfo:
platoon-sized ambush on Route 933, wi
1s about 1500 or 2000 meters inside the I
tlan border. Followlng Hotel had come F
Company of the 29th, and they had Hke
been running ambushes, been rum
patrols down along Route 522,
. Fox Company was a Ittle bit close
the border and going in a parallel direc
with Hotel and- BEcho, about 1000 mc
to their emst,. closer to the Vietham-
horder, but still Inside Iaos,

And Golf Company, which had been &
because of enemy attack on the LZ after
first squad of my platoon had been I
Into Laos, was split and dld not get 1
together until later in the operation,

But I think—well, when I got back—T
enligted in the Marines, and my feeling:
the war were preity touch end go. When T
back, knowing I had been in Laos, and b
reading the paper accounts of Dewey Can
and everything was taking place In Quany
Provinge, South Vietnam, T began to wol

And at Colby College In Malne on M:
lagt year Senator Margaret Chase Smith
I hed an exchange, As you probably kr
che 18 the ranking Republican on the Se:
Armed Bervices Committes, We had an
change, and she didn know American fo
had entered Laos in February 1089,

Thus, I simply would like to bring tl
facts to the attention of people,

‘There 13 one Medal of Honor clJtatio:
Corporal Dantel from HOtel C
pany, which reads *“Quang Trl Prov:
Bouth Vietnam."” In fact, he wes killed d
along 622, inslde Laos.’

E:rbensive operatione for programs 14 ¢
took place by the 2nd Battalion, 8th Mard
aleo the 1st Battallon, with whom I had
personal contmet, but I have heard pe
from it talk\a.bout belng mslcle Laos fu.ri
to the south:

Senator MoGoOVEEN, Wers you aware ab
fime that Conhgress had specifically 1
hibited the use of Amerieanh ground for
in Laos?

Mr, CArgON. No, sir, I was not,

Senator McGovERN. Do you recall any
cussion of thut kind? Were you told to k

" thig operation quiet?
. Mr. CarsON. We were told not to talk v
~newamen about the fact we had entered L:

Senator MoGoveEry., You were actually
there in & ground combat role as - earl:
February 196972 .

Mr, Canrson. Yes, slt, we were.

Senstor McGovenN, How many troops
you think were involved in that operati

‘Mr. CirgDN. A8 far as—we were way un
strength by this point, in Dewoy Cenyon,
cause we had been engaging in substan
enemy forces. But with the exception ¢
very small poriion of Golf Company we w
In—exouse me—a very small portion of
and Ba.tta.non, 6th Marines, they were all
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there, which would have been about six hun-~
dred or seven hundred men, probably. I be-
Heve the entire lst Battallon, 8th Marines,
was 1h Laos; perhaps 1200 oy 1600 men,

I would like 1o reiterate that this was not’

& hot pursult mlsslon. In fact it was held to

what we would call &-cool LZ, inside Laos.

Senator McGovERN, Was 1t a rescue opera~

tion of very short duration, to take the pres-
sire off forces? What do you think was the
- naturo of i6?

Mr. Carsow. The natu.re of It was to run
interdiction miesions and ambush missions
along Route 922, which wag one of the major
supply routes into the Ashau Valley.

Mr, Vanne, How far inside Laos?

Mr. CarsoN, We were between 1000 meters
and 6000 or 8000 meters, I would say.

I belleve Hotel Company set up night de-
fensive perimeters on the other side of Route
922 a8 far inside as 4000 to 6000 meters,

It 18 not terrlbly far. But the fact remains,
Route 022 was inslde Laos, and we all knew
it. : .
Senator McGoverN. But you became aware
after you came back to the United States
that that operation was in wiolation of the
action of the Congress In preventing Ameri-
can ground forces from going into Laos?

Mr, Carson. I did later on become aware
of that fact, yes, sir, I brought it to Senator
Bmith's attenflon in Maine. I den't know
-whether or not she followed up on it, But
mentioned it agaln when we- met with Sen-
ator Bmith two days ago.

-Benator McGoVERN. Do you have anything
élge to add Mr. Carson?

Senator Mondale of Minnesota,

Senator MoNDALE. Hello, how are you? (Ap-
Dplaase.)

Senator MoNpALE. I understand the one
thing you don’t need is one more speech, 1
had the best one o be given today, but in-
., stead of giving i1t I will leave it for the rec~

.ord, and thank you very much for eoming. .

I wilt glve you a one sentence speech :

Let’s get out of Vietnam. (Prolonged ap-
plause.) ]

“STATEMENT BY SENATOR WALTER MONDALE

*I can’t add much to the eloguent and
moving testimony of John Kerry yesterday at
the Foreign Relations Committes,
© “He sald it all,

*“This war 18 an incredible tragedy—cror
Ametion and for Indochina,.

“We've got to end it, We've got to bring
our men home,

“Some—like Senator. McGovem—sa.w the
folly and outrage of the war long before t4
“was understood by the country,

We're' permanently indebted to their
courage and wisdom. . -

“Others—and that certalnly inchudes my« -
solf—stood by either in mu.sion or silent
doubt,

“We were never more wrong. ‘

“But I think.this country ls coming to
its senses—and you've helped us.

“Your conduct this weel-—your dedication
and restraint in the face of an unfeslihg
Administration---has reminded us all that
decency and ideallsm and compsssion ean
survive even the horrors of this war,

. “You're Mving testimony to that.

. “For all Ite disgrace and torment, this war
has also given us you—a generatlon ot young
Americans who really care.

“And you are our best hope that we won*
relive:this tragedy again,

“John Kerry sald yeaterday t-hat your oom-
mandere—the men who made this war In

the Johngon Administration and the Nixon

Administration—nhad either run out or ig-
nored you. .

“I waht you to know that there are a lot
of us heré.in. the-Senate who areé not going
to run out,

. “We'ra ‘golng- 0 agk the queations John
‘Kerry posed yesterday.

- ¥
i
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* ‘How do you agk & man to be the last to
die in Vietnam? How do you siek a man to
be the last to die for a mistake?’

“I ask this Adminlstration: How will they
angwer John Ken‘y and the millions he rep-
resents? -

“We're going to work until this war ls
done.

“We're golng to do our best to help you
get the jobs and education and health care
wyou deserve until that's done.

"And when we've repaid your sacrifice,
we're going to join you in trying to put this
country truly together—so that our children
will be free of the agonies you have known.”

Senator McGovERN, Thank you very much,
Senator Mondale, You are even better when
you are hrief. (Laughter.)

Benator MonNDpALE. I learned that by watch-
-ing you, George.

Senator McOGovERN, Our next witnoss Is
Mr, Forrest Lindley, Jr :

Is he here?

Mr, LinoLey, Yes, sir.

‘Benator McGoveERN. Thank you very much,

‘Mr. Carson, for your testimony,
Mr, LinpLEY, I, t00, have had & similar ex- .

perience.
My name 1s Forrest Berry Lndley, Jr,

I reside in Colgrado Bprings, Colorado; Serial
Number 302405148, I am & captaln in the .

United States Army,

My oxperience has been somewhat ¢quite
similar to Lt Talcott’s. I jolned the Army
im.media.tely after high school, 10 days before
I was8 supposed to go to collega. I volunteered
for OCS, After OOB I volunteered for Air-
‘borne Bchool, Bpeoial Warfare Sohool, Frenoh
Language Sphool,

When I arrived in Vletnam I volunteered
for the Vietnamese Airborne Advisory Team.
.1 served with the Vietnamess Alrborne for
% Yyear, I then extended voluntarlly 6

months, and served with the'6th Epecial
Forces Group in Vietnam,

I had a fire bage, fire basé Annie,

During the seige of Bu Krang in Novem-
ber 1068, which I was foroed to abandon.

The reason I went to Vietnam and the
resson I volunteered all the way wes be-

cause I truly wanted to help the Vietnamese .

for something they believed in and I belleved
in,

After a year there 1 spoke Vietnamese, and
I lived with them. Most of the time I

was the only American with them, We would .

st around et night out in the fleld, we
would talk about ourselves, in Vietnamese,
our families, our homes, our aspiretions. .
. I agree wholeheartedly with Lt. Btephena
when he says most of these people -do nob
support the Communists, They do not want
10 be Communists, What they want 1s- piaoe,
to be left alome, to end the war,

They -don’t support _the Norih - Viet-
namess—the ESalgon Clovernment regims,
elther, because that forces them into war.
They just want to end the war, -

My experience 18 with them not wanting
to fight, in many oases, to lose their lives,
for something they did not bellevée in.

One time, the North Vietnamese mortay
crow opened up on another village, You
could see the mortar crew, and the flashes of
- the mortars, My troops refused to open flre
on them beoguse they were not ghooting at
them and they did not want to be shot at
agaln by them, and dle, )

My experlences in war, personhal experl.
erices, of the atrocltles, I cannot condone
what the Communists have done, I.cannot
tondons what we have done. But it hasn’t
been Oommunism or Americanism that has’
oaused these atrooities, It has been war, *

I am here not for either Oommunism or

‘Amerioanism, but for peace. (Applause)

" These things have come to md hard. T have
rend oll the statistics and seen: all the ra-
tionalizations and justification, I am here

L
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because of what T feel from my own experi-

ences, ’ ’ )
"Christmas morning in 1068 we received &

call that there were some wounded Viet-

‘namese children, We went oub there, and

there were three children who had had their
arms torn off by an M-79 grenade, a rifle
grenade. This was our grenade, It was fired -
and did not explode, They picked it up,
they were playing with it, and it blew up.
‘This is not an intentional atrocity, but thres
children were maimed and one killed be-
cause of this.

- I wad’ contalned in a province cne night,
We were rocketed by e 122 rocket. It hit a
village next to us. We went over there ilo
see what could be done for the village, It
appeared for awhile no ohe had been hurt.
I was very thankful,

Then I heard someonse say “Chol, man arc,”
which means “CGod, a child,’” There in the
ruing of what was once a hut was a body com-
pletely burned except for where his hide
was still burning—what must have been s
child about three years old,

I have gone Into fire fights, done battle in
combat, seen the man next to me, who wasn't
an American, just a Vietnamese, his head
ripped open, .

I have seen the face of a MDA goldier who
had had his chest blown apart in war, when
I put him aboard a Med Evac hellcopter and
took him to safety where he knew he would
be out of war.

I have talked to Communist prisoners who -

‘don't know what the word meens, "Com-~

munism,” but do know what the American
presence has done to thelr country., That 1
why they are fighting, beoause we are there
destroying their country,

“And all T ask i not for more war, which
Vietnami-S8algon will bring, but an oppor-

“tunity for peace to come to Vietnam, which

i what the majority of the Vietnamese peo=-
ple truly want;

Thank you.

{Prolonged applause.)

Benator McGoverN. Thank you, Captain
Lindley.

I dont think any queations are Necessary.

Mr, LIiNoLEY. Thank you, sir, - -
- ‘Senator McOovern. We would like mow to
l:net:r.3 -from Mr, Bamuel Mtiller of Massachu-
B8O

Is Mr, Miller here? : )

Mr, MrrER. My name 1s Sam Mfller; Ex-
Sergeant of the Alr force, AFSN 124582, .

After I-got out of Bphilling Air Force Base
for techhical echool I went to Vietham. I was ™

there seventeen months, working on recon-.

nelssange alreraft. I got orders for the Philip-
pine Islands. I was there only approximately
& week, passigned to the 8th POB, This was

- done so thet the United States could have

bbmbers working in Vietnam, but In theory
not, due to the faot that they weren't as-.”
signed, they were on TDY and were not fully
oounted,

I volunteered for Vietnam PCS and spent a

‘year there. Through my dea.lings. or through

my Alr Foroe caresr, I would lke to make n
couple eommenta on some of the things that
opgourrad,

I have seen Vietna.mese citlzen.s worklng a8
slowly as poasible, to absolutely nil, =l day,
building seaffoids, erscting bulldings, what
have you. And at the end of the week, or by

the end of the day, depending on when an

American. would inspect thelr ,work, find it
was In polnt of fact wrong, and had to be
done over. .

I remember one day it took one Vletnamese
five hours to cut a oylindrical hole through

. & plece of plywood, approximately 8 feet In

diameter. Realizing the absurdlty:of this,
assuming I wes. there helping these peopte,
made me angry to the point I wanted 'to go
over there and hit the guy and make him
work. But I helleve now that these people
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a8 to slow the American eflectiveness there,

‘I would like to meke a point concerning
the black market, There were many times at

Phan Rang In which we could not get high- :

drag hombtails for 750 bombs when there waa
absolutely no beer on base, no soda on base,
or something totally lacking, Yet, I would
go.to0 Hongkong or Phan Rang and find high-
drag bombtails in cltizens’ yards, with flowers
growing out of them. Many times they had
pulled the ring off the bombtail so it would
blossom out and make a better looking
ohject. '

You-could ind any type of beer or cigarette, -

not just in cartons but complete cases, You
could find anything you desired for any pur-

pose, which means all these things went -

‘to the person with the ‘highest money. The
blagk market there is unbelievable. . .
One point I would like to make a comment
on is a rald which took place a very short
© time ago. Three or four weeks prior to the
actuel rald the United States may have heen
In point of fact consclentiously trying to re-
lleve Americen POWSs, but I truly belleve that
ot the time the action took place there was no
shadow of a doubt that nobody was home,
I have geen photographs taken from U2'sat
.8 height of 52,000 feet. Fou wouldn't helieve
the results. They will take a whole sectlon of
DPhotographsa of one particular area, overlay
the photogrephs, make one print, and, I have
‘8gen this print blown up three times. And in
. this particular case in the photographs, in the
firat blown-up pieture you oould see the tele-
‘vislon aerials, air conditioners, chimneys on
roofs, You could see every street, plents in
the yard, and 50 forth, In detail,
With this type of photograph taken obvi-
ously at o lesser helght you have even more
. detail. People are trained to look at this type

. of photograph and decipher them—photo in-

terpreters, ' , . )
| 7 Thers {a.no mystery here, These people look
&t the photographs in a logical manner and
" ean tell "approximately how meny people
would have been in that camp. They could
have told that they were eating well or nat,
by the garbage piled up. They estimate there
‘were B0 people there, about, end if the
garbege. is building. up very slowly they are

" not eating well. If you can determine .paths,

trackways, vehicle tracks, are starting to.over-

" Brow, 1t 18 '0bvidus they are nat belng used,
‘They can even tell if the people are having

- Pproblems with their bowel movementa by how
well the latrines are filling up. This 15 a fact.
There ia also infrarsd attached to alrcraft,
end with this infrared highly sophisticated
electronic gear, within 24-to-48 hours ¥ou can

' Bee where a firs uged to be and how many
People were sltting around that fire, and you
can tell very closely how meany vehioles went
down the road. Within five days 1t will tell the
~fow, whether it wes heavy or not, not spe=
cifically, I don’t think; but definftely. within
& 24-hour perlod or 48 hour-pericd, you have
_great olarlty. o
So I am seying, with our reconngissanca
elrcraft the United States knew exactly the
status on that FOW Camp. And if you sey
possibly thé aireraft did fly over 6 week ago,
"two weeks ago, and they had analyzed these
"photographs-and decided we were going to go,
the alreraft were also squipped with a cas-
sette mochanism; and there is a cartridge thaet

- holds 600 feet of film, or you can put in 260
feet of film, and 260 feet of positivs, and teke

. off, fly over a designated ares, take the plo-
tures, come back; by the time the aircraft s
flylng over our position the piotures are al-

- ready deveéloped and shot out-of the bottom
‘of the alroraft anid parachuted to the ground,
Bo I am saylng, within the 1ast hour or two
‘hours they would have known absolutely the
status of that present” POW Camp, I be-

:Heve, consequently, 1t was carried out solely

“-for; Propagands purposes égalnst the Ameri-

-¢an piblic.

‘(Applause,) . :

In e way, overything you say s opinion,

because it 1s seen through your eyes, and It
is your assessment. So if I say President Ken-
nedy or President Nixon were too thin, or
I say Laird and Nixon are overweight, or they
are ugly, that is an opinion. . '

But I am saying Lalrd and Nixon are liars.

(Calls of “Right on,”)

(Prolonged applause.)
- I am making this eétatement from my. Alr
Force career, through my experience working
on recomnalssance .aireraft, also while sta-
tloned at Phan Rang I was with the 8th PBS.

During 1068 elther my squadron or the
squads around my area were bombing in
Laos and in Cambodia, I know this for a
fact. We were told not {0 write home about

. 1t, our parents shouldn't know.

In 1867 and 1968 there was a place In Thal-
land where we supposedly had no bombers, in
Thalland, yet the 8th PBS had a place called
KNKF, in Thailand, where these alroraft were
landing to refuel, If necessary, for them to
return to Phan Rang, We were told this was
8 secret turnmaround base. I would liké to

know how in hell a B67 could land and take -

off, and nobody notice it.

Again, somebody is glving n snow-Job to-

the Amertcan public—nobody elee,

After T got out of the Air Force and went
up to Saranac Lake I wanted to go to school,
since I had not been to achool; I couldn’t
afford it. In point of fact, that is one of
the reasons I joined the Alr Force, -

. I went to a bank, the Bank of Lake Placid—
this i3 not name-dropping, just feot; I went
in and asked for a. man, for a loan, and he
denisd it, I asked him for $100 to pay for
tultion. That guy had the nerve to tell me

I am ‘too poor. I don’'t need nobody to tell .
me.I am t00 poor, ' If I had the money I

wouldn't have asked him for the money:
(Applause.). . '
He went further, to make an analysls that,
they don’t know how I wns even making
1t at the time, T have a wife and. two children,

.and again--T don’t neéd mnobody to tell me |
that 1 had 4 rough time fineneing my own .

life, ever since I Jolnsd the Alr Force, T don't
need nobody to tell me this. : L
The last point I would like .to make, cons
cerning job locstion, s thet last summey I
tried to get a Job with the Congervation De-
partment of New York State. T wad told I
had to be a signed~up reglatored Republican,

This plssed me off instantly, I have nothing -

against the Republican Party, ‘per se, but I

am soying, I had never voted before In my .

life, and I really didn’t glve a demn,

I wes told to see one person in Franklin
County, I went to see him, he said I had
to see a person in Essex County, he sald to
go gee the guy In FrankMn County. .

They kept switohing me back and forth.
Finally, I was- not hired—“because I had
been bad-mouthing about.the war,” I think
wis one of the readons, for the-last year end
& Half. But also, T wasnt a reglsterod Re-

.publican.

Tet these people have the audaoity to tell
me I have to go somewhere. elge .and - fight
for somobody else’s freedom, —_—

(Prolonged applause.) -

Senator MoGOVERN, Thank you.

" Our next witness is Mr. Lamenzo,
.Is'he here? T '

Lisutenant Lamenzo? } .

Lieutenant Lamenzo, My name 1§ David A,
Lamenzo, from New Britain, Cohnectiout; 30
yoars old; went in the ‘Army in 1066, bellev-
ing the war was-good, )

I wes about to-ba dratted, I enlisted for-

OC8, completéd OCS, gommissioned Second
Lieutenant in the United BStates Army Re«

serve In March 1967, I attended Combat Air- -

borne ‘Bohool,  and also Ranger School, ag~

signed to~the. 101gt Alrborne Division, and -

went with that Division to Vietnam in Dee
eember, 1867, ) e

‘

N

-the body home

-memn. - . -

. a8 posaible,”

-all upset. You know, no

" enswers,”
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deliberately mesa up pr'oj'ects- in Vietnam so -

Sendtor MoGOVERN. Before .you pre
Lieutenant, I wanted to present Seneto
Hart of Michigan.

(Applause,) -

I might add, Senator Hart has a ¥
Heart on his button thers, in case you
to know, He has bled for his country, i

Lieutenant LaMEN®C, This afternoon :
peoble brought up the fact of moras
regard to the peace movement in the U
States. Myself, as a company commandex

- platoon leader of the 101st Airborne, |

times the soldiers and myself -got inv
In many desp and involved disousslons s
this. I can assure you, in the experie:
had, effectively as a platoon leader, I :
heard a soldier say “When I got home
golng to go after the hippy peaceniks.”

-of them sympathize and feel united

them, R

Bome of the veterans groups, and ge
paliticlans especlally, eay “Oh; the GIa,
hate the peaconiks.” . C

The first thing that happened when
home, people agked me how about the
ples that burn the Flag and protest the
I say “Right on."

{Applause.)

With regard to another aubject of
war—denth—many Americans have di
have put 37 young Americans in rubber

.and sent them on the way home—g

bad thing to do, for the family to re
again,

But the family is entitled to the trui
to why 8pee 4 Jones was killed and ho
was Killed, .

- I know of'a case, I can’t mention
name of the individuael Involved, but i
ourred August 8, 1968, when an artiller:
ficer gave the enemy coordinate as his

- tlon, and his loeation as the enemy oo

nate. They laid a marker on it—there

‘nothing wrong with hig mathematics,
Jaid 1t right In the middle of the comy

1t killed this Speec 4 and injured six ¢

I was Ex O at-the time, The body
to our base camp, I instructed our O]
«clerk. and ‘the battallon adjutant, they

“Have. t0 put down “Kiiled: In non-hostil
" tlon.” It was egreed that wes the best

To do it. I assumed the Commander of

..Divislon and the Department of the A

and all in between there, would tel
truth to the family, that “A man ma
mistake, that is why your boy 18 cor
home In-a hox.” '

Lo and behold, ahout & week afterw
we got the oasuglty field report back—I ¢
remomber the title of the report—egaying
it was not éent out, 1t was changed, it
forged—it was forged over .my signatu

" that the men weae killed by amall arms

by a group of Viethamese in an area
north of Hue, In sight of our base camr
- I was sort of upseet. I felt, well, the
has gone home. We will let 1t go.

I didn’t look into it anymore, Later o

“would say in May, we got a lebter from

boy’s brother-in-law saying that—appare

“he was allowed to view the remains w

the casket was opened up. And In his 1
he said he was in combat in Korea, saw ]

. ple. wounded, what their wounds were,

said, “The wound my brother-in-law .
was not due to small arms fjre. It loo
more llke shrapnel.to me. Could you ms
look into it and sée 1f there 1s & poss
error?” - : . .
. And he sald, “Please let me know as &
He had 8 suspitlon something was wrc
Maybe, they got two letters In & row,w

- ten from the Army, '

I got a letter, and. the Battallon
mander, Lieutenant Commander, Fx:Q,-®
W somebody puts:

heat on they get upset. -. . oo
T sald, “I will try to look Into it and'f
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I did. T saw the reports myself—I was not
able to make & copy; & ¢all came from the
company headquarters—that the Company
Commander and six othera were wounde,l.
. the Commander seriously, one Ameriosn
killed, due to a short artillery round, That
18 In black and white in the official records,
when I checked it in May, 1968, By now it
may have been changed, I don't know.

I know the man who typed it in there, It
anyone wants to go further we will get him
down here, too,

I checked out the battalion records,

Of course, when there is a short line of
artillery, maybe they were firing a number
of rounds into @ certaln grid square, and
some round goes short, long, right off any-
thing, they blame anything they can find, to
blare the short round on, assuming It is &
short round, blame it on faulty ammunition.

In this case, here our great milltary-indus«
trial complex came through right on the
money. Those rounds lit right in the impact
area. So that excuse 1s ruled out,

So it certainly—I was debating, I wes
really on the fence, to spill the beans to this
man's family, or let it slide., At that time T
judged—and I think now I judged In error—
rather than cause the fam!ly more hards-
ship and more grief—assuming what my
family would do if I came home that way,
I said “No,” I will lat it slide.

I never answered the brother-in-law's let-
ter. I told the Lieutenant Commander and
the Adjutant I wasn't going to answer it be=
cause of these reasons, They were really re-
lleved that I wasn't going to press this. They
had no intention of it.

I now think it should have been brought
out, I do refrain from mentioning the man's
name, untll I have further decided as to
whether the family should be notified fur=
ther. . :
I think maybe some of you older people
here should put yourselves in thelr position-—
your son has been dead almost three yoars
now, Would you want to know more about it
or not? Thia 15 the big question T have right
now.

In regard to the casualties, terrorism by
%the Vietnamese, or North Vietnamese and
Vietcong, especially around Hue:

I drove through the City of Hue in & con-
voy, the whole 2nd Brignde of one of the first
Alrborne Divisions, the day before Tet
started. You could go through that clty at
the time, and we were not harassed at all,
But it was full of the North Vietnamese, The
Vieteong already held the city, but they let
us through, for some reason.

About 4 o'clock the next morning Tet
started, and during this time 8000 people
Were murdered-—there i no question about
it, murdered—by other people, and thess peo-
ple were civillans, mostly, and all citizens of
Hue, or close, nearby.

Along about June, 1666, we had a man who
came to us, an Ex-VC, Lee Vin Twa—his
name translated to “Elephant Ears*-—he hag
very blg ears. We were talking one day—and
this was before they found the bodies, al-
though there were a lot of people murdered
Wa never found any-—he sald they were
killed, he knew where they were buried. We
sald, “Who di4d 1t? North Vietnamese, or VC?”

Ha said, "They did 1t themaselves,”

I am not condoning what they dig, it was
murder. But I bring out the polnt, many of
the people in Hus—and this is g point our
Government never told—rose up agatnst
these people, the Government Agents, the
reopls who had this land, the people with
the buainoesses; the people In the City of Hue
rose up and killed additional people,— (ap-
plause)—~and put them out in the grave.

{Cnlls of “It might happen here,” “Right
on, Lamenzs,”)

Lieutenant LaMENgo. All right. Hold it!

Now, 1t was pointed out by a speaker
befors me that these evil, evll, evll peopls,
North Vietnamess, Communists, came in
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there and shot these people while they did
no wrong thing, while we come one more
step to immorality,

We are told the reason we should be in
this war ls because we are holding back
communism,

The Vieteong, I look at them the same
a8 I look at the Minutemen back In 1778
in this country.

(Applause.}

o one thing leads to another.

The only excause for en incident ke
Mylal and many others that you can hear
from many people who were involved, many
veterans, say it did not oceur, or say It was
an igotated incident, the Vietnamess, they
say, did away with 3000 men, 80 we are not
that bad.

You can't justlfy one murder or group
of murdera by another, There 18 no way you
can do it.

(Calls of “Right on.”) .

Ithink—maybe one of the Senators or Con
gressmen cal correct me on thls, but I be-
lieve the official figure Is that there have
been 25,000 people killed by terrorist agents
of the Vietcong or North Vietnamese Army,
to date,

Is that correct? I belleve, reading thet
figure some place,

Senator McUGOVERN., What was the figure
you cited?

Lieutenant LaMENZ, 26,000,

Senator McGovern. Killed by Vietcong,
That 18 the estimate I have seen, and per-
haps a5 many as 300,000 killed by American
action,

Lleutenant LamEnzo. That is correct. May-
be over one milljon wounded, Co

80 we are golng to Justity this war, our
Covernment s going to Justify war: While
they kill 3000, we will kil 300,000, and that
13 ¢lose.enough. .

I was an Cfflcer, and stil] am, in the Army
Reserve. I would say the Veterans who are
here, 1if something happened that thig
country was under a threst, it is pProbable
we would go Into the wood and become
guerillas to protect what this country stands
for, what 1t was founded for. You won't ind
the American Legion going out in the woods,
it would be too hard, -

(Applauss.)

That 13 all I have to say right now,

Are there any questions?

Benator McGovERN, Thank you very much,
Lieutenant, it wag an excellent statemsnt.

(Applause.}

Senator MCQovERN., We are going to have
to bring these hearings to a close this after-
noon, There are still Several men who have
asked to be heard, and there may be others
we don't know about who would 11ke to ube
mit statements for the record, So T am going
to ask that the hearing record be kept open
for a reasonable perlod of time, and if the
men, elther here in this room or others who
are in this group, would like to submit addi-
tlonal statements, we will be more than
happy to see that they are made a part of the
hearing record of this afternoon,

I do want to thank the witnesses who
have testifled, for bringing the awfwlness of
this war home to us, I think in a way that
¢an not be done by anyone other than the
persons who heve participated In it, 88 these
men have,

I am very hopeful thet out of this teati-
mony we will, g8 Senator Mondale indicated
@ while ago, come to & new resolve that will
hring about en end to the war now, and that-
we will do better In asslsting these Veterans
in making the transitlon back to civilian 1ife
from the terrlble €xperience out of which

they have coms, and that we will do what we -

can a8 a country to reduce the suffaring and
the destruction that we have been respon-
sible for In Southeast Asly.

I want to just conglude on this note, which
is a statement that was mads by Lieutenant
John Kerry, in his testimony yesterday, when

he expressed what I think 1s the hope of in«
eressing numbers of people in this country,
that “Vietham should become the place
where Amerlcs fnally turned, and where
soldlers like us helped it in the turning,”™

I think that 18 what these men have done
hera today, And we are very grateful to each
one of you.

‘(Applause.)

{Whereupon, at 3:95 p.m., the hearing was
adjourned,) . .
BTATEMENT oF JoN BJORNSON, M.D,, Assisr

ANT PROFESSOR P3YCHIATRY, JEFFERSON

MEDICAL CoOLLEGE—TU.S, ARMY MaJor, RA

COMMISSION

In Army from June 28, 1958, dlscharged
Beptember 18, 1965, Army Serlal Number
088242, Tour of duty In Vietnam—May 6,
1684 through April 20, 1068,

My testimony covers three areas, The early
policy of allowing the torture of prisoners,
the use of MEDOAP not as & means of pro=

viding medioal care but for political purposes

only and the dangerons use of toxle gases,

1. In Camon in July 1064 a Lt. Col.,, MACYV
advisor, described in detail how ARVN tor-
tured prisoners using electrical fleld genera=
tors, The Lt, Col. seemed proud of the torture
of prisoners despite the faot that it violated
International Rules of Warfare. This was
1964, reasonably oarly In the hostilities,
which, in view of repeated descriptions of
American torture of -Prisoners, tndicates that
torture of prisoners has heen U.8, military
policy 1n Vietnam over at least the past seven
years, - .

2. MEDCAP teams go into villages and
hamlets to provide medical care to “win the
minds and hearts of the people,” The medical
oare provided was grossly and totally Inade«
quate. For instance o week’s supply of anti-

tubsrcular druge might be provided when

years of this type of treatment 1s necessary
to adequately treat t.b, A single day's supply
of antihlotics would be given for pneumonia,

strep throats, ete. The wuse of Inadequate -

medical care for political purposes remains
outrageous and frightening, o

2. On Dscember 25, 1965 we loaded rocket
pods of approximately 50 armed UHIB heli-

copters with a gas mixture of C8, CN and’

DM. In mixing this gas on a soccer feld next
to an ARVN and provinee hospital in the elty
of Tay Ninh, the rotor wash spread these
gases all over the city of Tay Ninh. 08 causes
neurolysis.if there is an exposed nerve-—that
is it destroys nervous tissue. DM 18 & severs
nausuant which can cause death'tf someone
with an abdominal wound is exposed., We
have no business using these gases In the
Arst place and definitely have no business
saturating- ereas with it--these were areas
of “suspected VC" inhabited by elvilians,

"My last point 15 that this war has put a
whole generation into psychologieal chaos,
Thiz 13 espsclally true of draft eligible men,

It he opposes the war, he has no realistic

alternetive. He can avoid golng by becoming
& 0O, This usually requires legal help to Al

out the form (cost ranging from 200 to

51000} and most of the Jobs allowable pay
less than 4000 per year, The draftes can lie
%0 got & 1Y deferment usually psychiatrically,
he can turn to drugs or he can go to g war
he does not believe in. Lawyers oan fre-
quently help the weelthy find a route for
deferment. This precludes the poor in most
cases, An entire gencration has become bitter
and confused by this war and the draft,
BTATEMENT BY KEN ProvAN, PFG, U.S. ArmY
(RETIRED) :

I am Ken Provan of Brattlebore, Vermont,
Iam 23, ths Vermont coordinator of Vietnam
Veterans Against the War, and a student at

‘the University of Vermont. Like most - of -

the other Veterans I was s short-halred cone
servative when I was drafted, I suppose our

long hair 1s e form of rebellion agalnat the -

Soclety that sent us to Vietnem to commit

Ed4477




T8 . CONGRESSIONAL:RECORD Extensions
. Eenddlde. T could have: gotten out; of the . :pouring led 1nto them sttet all movement
“drat, but 1 belioyed “what [ had been told ‘had sfopped, - . .. [ oo 0T
“by: my, government. and: felf .that since-T' . One of the guys in. the siuad, Who shaikd nds - with
1. the Vietnam war 1t wes,my duty -Whe:.capbain's bloodthirsty: convietions, -had: endod: up ety
o fight. ih 1t. T Had ordeps: to, go to OO8 but begome good:frlends with him. Hetold me-the. ' Jail- for threat 1

I y

- belleved )

. saw to 1t my ofders: wore pulled; because ~captath had.shot 88 peopls in about 11 days. :Who 1644r répl
of & bad:shoulder, the same thilig-that-could After thet, the geoutlons stobped s far 86 . From Mare

have gottén me qut. of the draft. X had not I know although theiheofhing fre continued, phia; o
| turhed against Vietnam ot the .Army,.but  He also told me that at one poins the; caps lon. and. . mihesweepl;
" I, wanted to go back to colldge. T would have iain had Uned up tert villagers, then. walked. field. time I- volunigeted:

_ | hod'to stay in-the Army another yeer tobe- Up snd down the 1itte; paused, shot one, then - game - attituge -, prévalling ilirdnig

".pome an offteer. In the fArst platoon I waw Paced agsin before’shodting ahother in .an - cotmpailes. Pabtrols going out oﬁ“&g

in I vpuld heve made Sped § in demolttlon, efort-to make them . talk, Ong.-of hils Ameyl.. : o

in .the .second I .could have. been & buok - 981 adiisors told me he had heen offeied pro=
:sergeant, but. in the third I gtayed e PFQ, Mmotion to major several times, buf refused .
-/ ';because by .thet time I hed developed ‘e -beoause he wanted to stay out:in the fleld 1o

* hablt of saying whot I felt, A sergeant, who = Kill.. . R T
wag piy sfjupd leader, gave me a direct ordex ‘He brought one women inside our perm-
Yo stop talking, becatise I Nad ‘told him, -9ter.to.guestion her.after she hed shouted _ 15 continually
“The AMiy 18 run like A lctatorship. It has ¢ hith. His ileutenant told me later she had  jeopardy.. T met  seversl
" .%o be, to be rur anywhere near ofclently.” - Bald “— —" The captaln emptigd his plstol - -ears shrlvelled {n &

(a8 an _example). . K "%, into her, then grabbed an M8 from -ome . thelr neeks,.

; . : satngg OF the GP's stahding  avound, them, put . In lite Augvet I )
ol Caaiot ey exnotly et ourned 2gatnat 4 on qutomatic and aprayed the corpee galn. | ARV that._moved Wm_‘i:ﬁl
b w‘” 2 T waat: ﬂglmat1 tu -procelis-.peowse - To finiah. the job hetook o 46 from &G and -northwsst sorner of s,
Longor belisyad tn ‘something: T ver LL0 - pumped soveral more rounds into the bady, ML Lo b seeimie
-.tom‘@{‘ el ?.ﬁ n somsfﬁhins s hwas WHINE  then tried. to hand the .45 £0.the,GT Who had One way a Vietnamese: Vill
s -»Eﬁitp’-:vle- mam to fight for. Most:of iy yeaorie his friend and motioried him to-shoot * raced e steep. hillside.and
i inking. has: ean- done. sin¢é I.jeturned, ¥he body, He refused, obvlously relugtant'to rice. paddy. The: other Wi
o pe Mhote Was't time for 1t In Visthem, jariioipate hefore a0 maily withesses. All-of ~ Montagnards who Jian

o be T was: still too brain-washed ¥0. - this I was able to watch impagsively, becaiise . -68ts. The only

think; ratlonally.'In the seventeen monthe . the' Army had taught me toMiu 1 - ‘Whole ‘weok was whan,
TOUrh, T have come to realize!tié ~ Joug about “gooks,” to bellgy ok” - village wepning s 3
[l 13 1 Ny -lg.ges;_.w.ex_e,:lgg ;

b,. so: what. 1 T B dttle
1 away. His mother ‘and ‘slsterd:shad.
o Taped.and his family.slpghtered bafore
‘Rlgayes wheh he was twelve: Tnevel:thy ught
-about: the slaughter that epuit-ifiovs.
Brgons took hig fevenge in-thisinahier 8inos:
: £, moant nothing oy

y’%ﬁéﬁgﬁwﬁmﬁ-gmﬁﬁm
Ay, Wo- Wele subnosed to geti
dling explosives. My fltts
"ntﬂmﬁg L My frad:
yigior

“thie village tokil
gltoraid the chilokens, blgsie
iiged aough it iR ot ithe

that ' day, al
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