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I stress this description of our official
objectives in Indochina, because I think
it should be understood that no Member
of Congress 1 Insensliive to the cost and
the carnage of this war. It sure!y cannot
be thai any one of us would calmly
accept the weekly casualty reporis from
the Pentagon or that we see any reason
to rejoice in {he fact that “only” x num-
ber of Ameriean soldiers dled in the pre-
ceding given week.

Before the vote on next Wednesday,
I am sure that every single Senator will
want to satisfy himself that the goal is
worth the saerifice of life, both the llves
of Americans and the people in Indo-
china.

I would like to suggest t.oday what the
price will be simply in terms of what
we nre asking of the young men that we
send tp Idochina, and I wish for the

- pext few minutes that we would focus
on that issue alone. Tomonow, I want to
talk about the prisoner issue, but for
this afternomn let us look primarily at
the question of what the cost 1s to young
Americans who are now In Vietnam,
others who are on airplanes and ships en
route to Vietnam, and to still others who
will be sent_ps long as military operations
continue.

We have just begun to perceive, for ex-

ample, the enormity of the drug prob-

lem in Southesast Asia. I am not golng to
belabor that point, because it was dis-
cussed so well and go thoroughly by Ben-
ator HucnEs: lagt week, but we do know
that as many as 50,000 Americans cur-
rently serving in. Vietnam are either al-
ready hopelassly addicted to heroin or
are in the process of becoming addicted.

Columnist Stewart Alsop, In conment-
ing on this problem, sald that these
young men, ranging in age from 18 to 21,
‘who have become addicted to this ter-
rible drug, are really worse off than the
50,000 young Ametricans who have been
killed in Vietnam. The chances of re-
covery from this kind of hard drug ad-
diction are go remote that these youhg
men are condemned to come back to the
Umtedstatﬁltouvealﬁeotcrimeand
early and premature death.

As Mr. SBtewart Alsop put it, we ought
40 get our Army out of Vietnam with the
same degree of urgency, in view of this
_fast spreaditig drug addiction, that we
would bring to rescuing people from &
burning building. ,

That is the way I have felt about this
war for a long time-—that it is all well
and goed for us to stand on the fioor and
debate day after day what the date ought
to be, and to score these poinis sbout the
viability of South Vietnamese Gov-
emment but what we do know ig that
tems of thmandsot Americans .
arenoweawhtlmmamﬂlctwhem

their own commitment to it 15 o shaky
that they apparently turn to drugs as.
the only means of surviving.

‘For all of our research and all our at-
tempts in this commtry In recent years, we.
have not discovered a reliable means of
curing heroin addiction or rehabilitating
those individuals who became depend-
ent on this vicious drug. And so that
problem alone, as Benator HucHES put
it so well last week, is one that I think
calls for a new sense of urgency in re-
moving our forces from South Vietnam.

More llkely than not, today's addict
is condemned to a lifetime of physical
destruction and crime, and to an early
death.

I should like to read Into the REcoRD

a letter on this problem that has been -

called to my attention from a physician
in Vietnam who ig currently assigned to
the amnesty pro for drug addicts.
This is what he writes:

It is certalnly disheartening to see 10—21-
year-old troope ‘‘strung out'” on deadly druge
{the vast majotlty of our addicts fall within
this age group). What's more 500!
is the fact that we can salvage only about
one in 10 of these individuals—even In the
most sophisticated facllities and regurdiess
of whether these people anort (sniffing. Into
the upper resplratory " tract), smoke, or
“mainline” their heroln. * * *

In view of the latter, then, I am appalled
at the “cure rate” statistlca (40-60 percent)
quoted by the Honorable Stanley Reair
(Army Times, June 2, 16T1}. I can't imagine
where Mr. Resor obtained his figures. -

In the past several momths, heroin has be-
come cheaper and emsler to obialn. In the
meantime, ocur drug problem bhas “snow-
balled” 3 y. Further, we're
very litile help from the Natlonale in ﬁh.ia
country. )

Meaning the Vietnamese—

On curbing the current flow of hemin
Therefore, I cannot understand why we do
not pull out before it’s too late.

The author of that letter expressed the
judgment thai some 20 percent of all

“American forces in Vietnam have now

hecome ha.rdcoreaddlcts His final plea
in this letter 1s: .
If we dont get out soon, God help us.

And that, I think, is the concern that
prompted Mr. Alsop to call upon Con-
gress and the administration to remove
our forces with the same urgency that
we would rescue people from a burning
building.

This, then, is one portion of the cost
we must be willing to accept If we are to
stay in Indoching.

And our willingness to bear it must
be especially strong, since it is Inflicted
not by enemy soldiers, but by the very
people on whose behalf our young men
are committed to batile. Every study
which has beenn made of this problem, In-
cluding those by Members of Congress,
by expert officials of the executive

branch, and even by pro-government -

newspapers in South Vietnam have
agreed that involvement in the drug trat-
fic which preys upon American youth ex-
tends into the high echelons of the

South Vieimamese army-and the South -

Vietnamese Government.

This is o sickening, sordld business. I
find it incredible that the United States,
after all of our sacrifice on behalf of

\

consismdtensm‘."

perpetual misery.
Oneofthetbjnmthatlﬂnﬁsom :
to understand about this.sordid drug -
business 1s the dificulty we have had in.
getting the cooperation of the Thicu-#y
regime In coplng with the probiem, even
to save the Hves of American trogps.:
But, Mr. President, today I dp ant
speak primarily ofr.hefallm'esofﬂw
Thieu-Ky .
Thependlngamdmmtmmmh--'
Senate of the United States for its judg-
ment ofi what is in our naticnal intereat.
Tt does not call oh us to predict the fu- .
ture of the Thieu-Ky régirhe, ¥ does not .
call upon us to forecasi the polities of .

South Vietnam, but to answer the ques~ =~ -

tion of whether it is in our natiopal:.in-
terest to continue an -
operation in Indochins; or: whether: peey
should agree with the overwheiminein&-

jority of the American people, some 78

percent, who have said in recent pails
that they want the Congress of the -
United States to stand up to 1ta conatitn-
tional responsibilities a.ndseta.dnfetor-—
the termination of this war.

The goals described by P:eaident_
Nixon, even if they can be achieved; raise
the question of whether 1t is worth the -
continued exposure of young Americahs
tothe deadly dangers that they confront
as long as this war continues, incinding
the deadly menace of Southeast Aglan
drugs. How many twisted,.breken llves
must there be before wewﬂleoncl!me.at
last, that the cost 1s too high? .

This is a consequence of ‘the war we
have Just recently come to undérstand. .
We have been counting all alugg. e

number of young Amerieans killed and -

wounded by the war itself. T think thst
we ought to consider, as this amendmenl

moves {oward & vote on Wednesaay, thsé .

since last September 1, Iast year, whisp
we voted on essentially the-same pro= =
posal, 2,811 more Americans have dle

.in that war. Another 11,250 have been

wounded..

Mr. President, T do not wani to be.
morhbid about this matter, but I would
hope - that every Senabor whovn&d
against this amendment last or -
would a.skh!nmelfwhetlﬁrheisreaﬁ_y

Ing of Amerjcan soldiers, wiich now in.’

volves some 14,000 more who have been - . .

etther killed or wounded gince we called
the roll on this matter last Saptember I,
Are we & more honorable and respected
country today, because of those 14,000 -
young Americans who have either d.ied
or been wounded since Sepiember 1
whenwelastvot.ednnth.hpmposﬁbn?
Are we in less danger of beobming what
has been described as a “pififul, helpless
giant,” because we continue this slaugh-
ter? Does the world now feel. more seeure
about American leadership; because the
war continues? )
mﬁmﬂwﬁh&tﬂt&e?&mbaﬂ
ons 18 po, , of course; oo
late to do about the severdl
umzsmd young: Anmlem m hsve

alread : L
mmmm«wn _ \ar“
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died and the other thousands who have
been killed sinee we last ‘voted on the
pending proposal. We csmsfiet change
thelr fate. We eannot replace the limbe
that have beent lost, We cannot recover
those who have died. We cannot even do
yery much about those forty of fifty thou-
sand hopelessly addieted to heroin,

But there are lves we can save and
there is suflering we can prevent. We
can change the fate of those who still
live in' Indothina, and all other young
Americans who may be sent there over
the next year.

Mr. President, it is my view that the
administration’s Vietnamization formula
puts American troops in greater danger
than any other strategy we might pursue
in withdrawing from Indochina. If we
are committed to ultimate withdrawal,
23 administration spokesmen insist,
then we should recognize it scems to me,
that what 13 now needed is the safest
" possible withdrawa® strategy. In my

Judement, the one we are now following
is the worst possible strategy. and the
most dangerous in terms of the security
and the well belng of American troops.
If we are committed to ultimate with-
drawal, we should recognize that this is
the worst possible way to do it from the
standpoint of our Armed Forces in Indo-
chinn.

I do not say this lightly. During the
eourse of the past year several expert
" stindies have been undertaken to deter-
mine how US. forces would fare under
various slternative strategies for bring-
ing them home, This is the conclusion of
. While the actual meaning of “Viet-
namization” remains unclear—and I
want 10 say quite frankly, Mr, Presi-
dent, I have never really been sure just
what Vietnamization does involve; I do
not really see how you Vietnamize peo-
ple who are slready Vietnamese—it ap-
pears lHkely now that it contemplates
withdrawal of all combat troeps within
a year or two, perhaps before the No-
vember 1972 election, leaving between
50,000 and 150,000 men to supply South
Vietnam with such essential services as
close air support, artillery support, and
airlift, :

A study by two authorikies at tha.

Center for Naval Anglysis last year,
Arthur L. Karp and retited Comdr. C. E,
Everly, noted that It was difficult to
Judge at that time the size of the resi-
dual force planned by the administration,
We keep hearing about this phrase, “the
residual foree” that Is going to stay on
even after our major combpat role is ter-
minated. But these two military experts
noted that in any event, “the possibilities
for disaster are quite high.”

They noted that under the scenario
described above—In other words, one that
would reduce American forees over the
" pext year or two to same 50,000 to 150,-
0040 troops—under those circumstances—

The remsaining UB. troops must depend
on ARVN combat units tor protection again
NVA/VC barasasment or assaults. Moreover,
they will have to stay in South Vietnam, in
& gtate ofprecarious dependence, for however
many years the ARVN took to develop the re-
guired skills and cxperiehce.

Finally, Esrp antvi Everly conciuded:
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At wapst, 11 ARVN fafts, tha U8 forces
will bw in & very precarions situstion. The
vulnerability of the remaming V.5 apRars
and proteetive troops should be clear when
ane realizes that in order to perform the
previously stated services, they must be dis-
tributed among & number of locations, in
relatively small units. It s not too diffeutt

to envision a situation in which the Presi- -

dent wonld be faced with an unhappy choloe
between & crash evacustion (and = large
number af casualties), reintroducing iarge

_numbers of U.8. combat units, or employing

advanced WeaApOons,

Meaning nuclear weapons, C
Ancther military expert, Arnold Kuz-

mack, formerly on the staff of the Office’

of the Assistant Secretary of Defense for
Systems Analysls, caleulated last year
that under the lower residusl foree level
of 50,000 men, the United Btates could
expect the certain death of some addi-
tional 17,400 men, alang with some 65,000
nonfatal casualties, by fiscal 1975.

In other words, under these caleu-
lations, let us assume that Vietnami-

‘zatioh works, In the sense that the Pres-
dent iIs able to get all Americans out of

there over the next year or two, except
50,000 who would stay on as residual
forces to support the South Vietnamese
effort. Even under those conditions, if
that kind of withdrawal scenario were
Tollowed, we would lose, In Ekilled in ac-
tion, another 7,400 men and some 65,000
maimed or wounded, Those are the ex-
pert opinions of men who have studied
this poshibility, the consequences of the
Vietnamization strategy.

I am not going to quarvel today with
the fact that, since troops are heing
withdrawn, we have created a te:
incentive, apparently, against latge-scale

.operations by the enetny against U.S.

troops. No doubt that aceounts in large
measure for the relative decline in
casualty figures,

It 15 interesting that, at least to date,
in spite of all the forecasts of the dangers
that might confront us if we stop the
bombing of the north or reduce Ameri-
can troops, each reduction In our own
military activity has been accompanled
by a fall off in mikitary activity on the
other side.

8o, to the credi$-of the adminisira-
tion, they have reduced American casual.
ties during the last couple of years. At
least, one Is to think, with some logilc,
that 1f we could only commit ourselves
to total withdrawal and give up the no-
tion that we have to maintain a residual
force there to sustain the Salgon regime,
the probability is that our casualties
would decline to zero, oance that kind of
commitment to total withdrawal were

made, and we could save the 7,500 yourig

men who are going to be killed and the
65,000 who are golng to lose their arms
or legs or faces over the next few years,
under the Vietnamization formuls we
ROW pursue.

But onee thie withdrawals that are now
taking place have stopped, at whatever
level thai tekes place, whether it &=
50,008 or 75,000 or 100,000, or whatever

-the adminisiration has in mind, ence

that leveling off proceds takes place, and
1t beeomes clear that we are staying there
with a residual force to back uwp the

-
-

< ;"
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Thieu-Ky regime, then 1t seems to me -
that the Incentive on the part of the
enemy to harrass and to attack the re-
maining forces will reappear In the
strongest posstble way. At that point, our
forces will be in a state of extreme vul-
nerability, or what these two experts
refer to a3 extreme danger. They will be
almost totaly dependent upon the South
Vietnamese military forces for their pro-
tection. Their capacity for self<defense
will be at its lowest ebb. Yet, there will
be no commitment for withdrawal of
those forces, no incentive on the part of

~the other side not to attack, provided

we continue the posture of maintaining
our troops there in support of the Thieu-
Ky regime. ‘

8o I think it iz falr to say that we
can expect that they will become, as scon
a3 the withdrawals have tapered off, top
priority targets for an adversary bent on
forcing the issue of our presence and
bent on forcing the issue on who was
going to control the government of
Baigon, ) )

Throughout this war we have heard
complaints about the fact that clvilian
decisionmakers have hbeen “tying the
hands” of the military. We have been
told that we would fare much better and
might even achleve victory If we would
Just unleash our commanders in the
fleld. To those who have expressed such
concerns, I suggest that we canh foresee
todsy a much more dangerous sort of
restrictlon. Whereas yesterday we lim-
ited the ability of the military to pur-
sue the enemy, tomorrow we wilt have .
a small force deployed some 8,000 miles
away, with virtually no capacity for self-
defense,

8o, agaln, I would pose this question
to the Members of the Senate: Are the

-goals described by the President—not

guaranteeing, but simply giving the hope

of a “reasonable chance” for the survival

of the Thieu-Ky regime—worth sending

young men into such cireumstances? Are

they worth the 40,000 young Americans

who are over there now addicted to

heroin? Are they worth the 7,400 who

are going to die in the next 2 years, If -
these projections are right? Are they

worth the §4,000 who are golng to be dis-

figured or maimed or wounded by this

war, If we continwe with the present.
Vietnamization formtila?

Those numbers tell the size of the
tragedy upon which we will cast our
judgments on Wednesday, when the roll
is called. But they do not really describe
the full dimension of the {ragedy. In fact,
1 suspect that no one of us fs capable of
doing that adequately. Perhaps the war
has become soch a distant matter and
we have become s0 tired of it that we
are almost numbed by the statistles that
are repeated In the press day after day.

It might be helpful once in a while
to look at this war In personal terms,
Listen, for example, to the description

.of the father of a young Texas service-

man, writien Inst year to a Member of
Congress whe had been diseussing laws
on obecendty. THis s what this agegrieved
‘Texas father sald:

I read the report about the struggle you
&Te haviag about cbseenity. I wish to report
to you that I bave seen the most obscene,



1
i
|
|

-

Fusio 1] 15, 1%971

TRgc imaginable: the shatbered
-of our 20-year-gld Bon.

He left from -Onkland, CalH., for duly in-
Vietnam on March- 8. Eem:en;rmd:ho
" Beaumont on April 9, too. brokan to be
- dlothed. Aun.mormwnslamoutnntupot
- tize sack.

Be was not bld enough to'vote

He was not old enough to enjoy & beer.

"He was not.old enough to decide, accord-

ing to your stendards, to see or-not 3o see
what you dscribe as obscene.-

But he was old enough, appnrently..
_be gent halfway around the world to be
blown to bits.’ The buddies who gathered
up what was lstt of our son were no older
then he was:

I eubmit to you this 15 checentty.

Who among us can dlsmiss that
father’s letter by a simple expression of
regrets or by a statement that war 1s a
dreadful thing, but we have always
bad 2
) Iwishwewouldm'ytothinkottha
7,400 young men who may come back in
thesameta.sh.lonasthlsyonngma.ntmm
Beaumont, Tex,, who-are going to die

4n this war if we do not-act in accordance

with the amendment pending before the
Benate. I wonder which one of us really
believes that a father’s sorrow or &
mother’s sorrow will be any less if they
know that other young men have since
dled In the same causa—io give the
Thieu-Ky regime not a guarantee that it
will survive, but aimply one more chance
to stay in power.

Whp among us can feel any comfort
in knowing that we must decide whether

thousands more fathers and mothers and .

wives and sweethearts will Ieel the samne
sense of despair, the same sense of out-
Tage, over young lives needlessly souffed
out? -

Mr, President, Gongmss haes the power
to prevent this from happening. We mve
the power to take thmt Army out of there
‘before more of them. are addicted to

" heroin. "'We have the power to stop the
~kiiling of additional thousands who will
lose their Yives.

I quote agxin from the Karp-Everly
stady mentioned earlier:

The systematic milttary withdrewsl called
for by the MaGovern-Hatfleld amenhdment 1s
by all odds the safest method. In fact, in the
wbeence of & ceasefite agresment, & conven-
tlonal milttary withdrawal, in which combat

and support schelong are withdrawn in the

normal sequence as the forees conduct an
orderty faliback centered on the final point
of embarkation, 1s the only sound military
method. Such s maneuver is a standard mili-
tary operation and would be facflitated by
favorable conditions present in South Viet-
Among the favorable conditions they
clied were:
(lj mwnrinsouthvutnam 15 not such
-that large mummbars of opposing Torces are
locked in Toeed posltions, Therefare, “the
tnﬂ:h’l bcreﬁ:koﬂ of contact will not

(2) “The. taﬂ-‘hnnk and mmm could
take place with iull tactical alr suppart and
compiete alr superiority. . .. Alr power
would be overwhelming to’ the end. Henope,
there mmrm-ﬁmguatlargesmh at-
,mmm

{3)- The wate of @vengagemaent would be -
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under the full control of the TS, and conld
be adjusted to allow for orderly re-embark-
ing of whaiever equipment and supplies we
wanted to remove. . . .

(4) The amendment permits a coordinated.
fall-back ona.ﬂnnlmembukaﬂonpﬂrﬁwhﬂe
maintaining the proper ratto betwesn com-
bat end support ferces at all sitages of the
wit.hdmwal The puccese of the opemtlon—

And this 15 crucial—

would not be dependent upon the perlorm-
ceolt.heSmthVietnamesemrcan. -

That, it seems to me, 18 the crucial dif-
1erenee The Vielnsmizetion formula, to
succeed, places the American resiGual
force in whatever size it 1s, solely in the
hands of the Bouth Vietnamese army;
that is, the safety of our remsaining for-
ces would-depend on how well the South
Vietnamese forces perform under cambat
conditions, whereas the pending amend-
ment would permit us a withdrawal
schedule where we are in complete con-
irol of that withdrawnl, where we sever
any further commitment for military
support to the government in Saigon in-
volving American {roops .and American
military operaﬁons, and where we.oould
execute that withdrawal in an orderly
and systematic fashion.

Continuing to quote:

(5) The normal crudlal stage of the with~
drawal would be the removal of the final

echelon of combat troops. In this case, with -

complete adr superlority and floating heli-
copter platiorms, the final stage should pre-
‘sent no problem. A 8 brigade covering force
of 16,000 men with Its couald be
1ifted out by helicopier in-anly & hours. Thus,
in $his speclfic situatian, there is no crucial
final stage.

This is what our amendment pro-
poses—a conventional milltary with-
drawal operation, to be completed by De-

cember 31 of this year—not a pellmell

race for the boats but a conventional mil-
itary withdrawal operation. Even in the
ghsence of a cease-fire—and I am ocon-
vinced we could get & cease-fire H we
agree to this total withdrawal—hut even
in the absence oI that, 1t 1s the safest’
method available for bringing our forces
home from Indochina. -

But we must algo resoghize that imder
the formiila we propese, the adversary .
has made the following pledge—and they
have made this pledge publicly and pri-
vately—oentained in the Provisional

‘Revolutionary Government’s posmqn n.n-

nounced last September 18:
Incasathauwbedstatesdeclmitwﬂl

withdraw from South Vietnam all its troops

and those of other forelgn countries in the

Unlted Biates pamp by Jupe 30, 1971, the

people’s Hberation army will refrain from at-
tacking the withdrawing troops of the United
States and those of the other forelgm toun
iries in the Dnited States camp. . .

They have pubsequently indicated

flexibility on the date, giving every indi-

cation that it must merely bb within - a
reasonable time. They have sald that If
we <o net ke the June 30 date; to veme

1p with sn slternstive deate msnd they

would consider it. I do not have the
shghtest doubt thet former Becretary of
Defenze Clfford was shsclutely ght
when he expressed the wiew lasi week
that If we would set this deadline, we
ool yoickly negotiste wmd arrange with
Ihemﬂdeiorﬂmmormm
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during withdrawels. They wouid kave to
be total idiots to attack American troops
and harsss them et & tme when they
were irying to:get out ol thecountyy. But
what puls our froops in dsnger is the
‘continuance of the pommitmerst 5 kvep
our forces in South Vietnam In a mili-
tary posture in -order to =ustmin the
Thien-Ky regime—a regime that I per-
sonally belHeve is not worth the Hie of
& single American soldter. -
There have been B great many

Vietcong, and yet they have stabed 1
position, it scems to me, with reasonshle
precision.

They have sald they would nesatiate'
the releaseof our prisoners without walt-
ing for the total withdrawal of eur forces
if we will agree to a -definite withdrawal
date. They ‘have sald they will negotiste
arrangement - for the safely of our
troops’ direct withdrawal once that com-
mitment, total withdrawal, 15 mede, *

Iaskwhatmm,atthlsstaseﬂme
'Wwar, ¢an we hope to accomplish in negoti-
ations other than the release of oar pris.
oners and the safety of our forces dur--
ing the withdrawel period? If the other
glde is willing to- accept-that, once we
have set a definite terminal date for the
withdrawal -of our forces. I do not under
stand why this body will not exercise its -
‘constitutional responsibility to-set.such
a date and stop this senseless sloughter
and destruction that has heen going on
for far too long a time. .

They have mot eald that the sasarance
of safety for our forces 1s conditional
upon the ta.ﬂntﬂae'lhieu—!ym
ment.

They have not, sald the assyrances my
-Erow out of discussions, .
They have not ealled for the elimina-
tion of rll U8, assistanoetoﬂouth%t-

nam.

They have simply declareﬂ mequvo--
cally that they will refrain frpm aitack-
ing our men once the date for withdriwal
has heen set.

We have every reason tobe]iem,thane
fore, that the killing of Americans can
end within hours of our decision to re-.
quire withdrawnl of U.8. foroes by the
end of this year. We have the plear op-
portunity to choose, insiead of at least
7,400 deaths and over 64,000 injuries, an
immediate shrinkage to Zero in
most painful measurements nr American .

. sacrifice.

Itwouldbeﬂoeedinglyﬁmﬂshﬂzﬂ:e
adversary 'to bebave in any oiher “ay.
Onece the date has been set they will .cer-
tainly lose any incentive for attacking
withdrawing forces. In doing =0 they |
wonld invite added, neediess -coaualiies -
for themsflves and they would Tisk re-.
-oonsideration of ourdecision and s longer
Americen presence, -On that poimt, in
fart, por anvendment reaffirms the Presi-
dmt‘smmtomvﬂetmlm .
tion o onr Armed Farees. .

- Irecognizethattheredm-existme
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be particularly Interested in taking into
account the recommendations of the gd-
ministration on how long it will take to
withdraw our troops and equipment.
In the absence of those recommenda-
tions let me make several observations.
First, last year we contemplated ap-

proximately 12 months for the with-.

drawal of a force totaling approximately
half a million men, The Selective Berv-
ice bill i1s expected to become law by
July 1, when the old law expires, there-
by leaving 8 months for the withdrawal
of the some 250,000 men who will remain
in Indochina on that date. Thus, we are
talking about the same orderly rate of
withdrawal which was under discussion
last year.

Becond, it is useful to recall some mili-
tary history. For example, from VE Day
on the 8th of May in 1945 and VJ Day

.on Beptember 2 of that year, to the end
of 1846, a period of approximately 18
months overall, we withdrew no less than
8,376,000 ATmy personnel from Europe

and the Pacifie—more than 25 times the-

number of Americans who will be in
Vietnam by July 1. .

In the peak month, December of 1945,
some 834,470 ineh were returned to the
United States, Over three times the num-
ber of forces to be withdrawn from Viet-
nam in 6 months’ time under our amend-
ment were brought home In a single
month in 1945, Nearly all of those men

were brought home in ships, since we’

had nowhere near the airlift capacity
avallable today. Certainly: there is no

need to cite the vast growth since then in-

our capacity to move large numbers of
troops in a short period of time.

Third, it is worth noting that the form-
er commandant of the Marine Corps and
one of this country’s most respected and
experienced military leaders, Gen. Earl
Shoup, testified before the Senate Por-
eign Relations Committee & few weeks

. ago that the forces we have in Vietnam
. now could be withdrawn In ns little as
15 days, glven just a few weeks’ notlce,

‘We are, therefore, discussing an order-
ly, systematic and safe withdrawal from
Indochina, with ample time for its com-
pletion. The term “precipitous” which
has been used in recent weeks is simply
out of place, because it cannot be applied
to any proposal pending in the Senate,

Mr, President, the question of the

safety of the young Americans who re-

main in Indochina today should be an
overriding concern as we consider the ~

two alternative methods of ending our
involvement in Indochina, .

- Vietnamization carries other costs. It
promises to continue the distortion of
our economy and the theft of the re-
sources from urgent domestic priorities,
It offers the continued pounding of the
tiny countries of Indochina, already
ravaged by a total bombload of more
than 280 times the Hiroshima and Naga-
saki blasts. It ‘guarantees still more
death, destruction, and squalorous refu-
gee camps for civiltans in Vietnarh, Laos,
and Cambodia. .

But there is nothing about this war
that is more real than the tragic spee-
tacle of young men coming home in
green plastic body bags, eneased in mili-
tary coffins, And there is nothing more
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real than other young men returning
with disfiguring scars, with missing
arms or legs, with hearing or vislon
impaired, or with' bodles which suffer
constant torture unless a supply of
heroin can be found. *

Nothing can be galned through' at-

tempts to assess blame for suffering

already incurred, I pray that from that
sufferlng we can galn enough wisdom to
assure that this monstrous mistake in
Indochina will not be repeated.

But my plea today 1s for the Indochina
war dead who are still alive,

We have the power to choose their
Tuture,

QUORUM CALL

Mr. McGOVERN, Mr. President, I sug-
gest the ahsence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
HucaEs). The elerk will eall the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to eall
the roll.

Mr. McGOVERN. Mr, President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

WORSE THAN MYLAI

Mr. McGOVERN. Mr. President,in my
earller remarks I referred to the article
by Mr. Biewart Alsop in the Newsweek
magazine of May 24 of this year, under
the title, “Worse Than Mylal.” -

This is an article dealing with the
heroin addiction problem in Bouth Viet-
nam. I should like or read two or three
pertinent parsgraphs from. this article.

The article opens with these words:

In addition to the 55,000 Americans who
have died in Vietnam, there are now many
thousands more who might almost as well be
@ead. For according to a new and suthorita-
tive estimate—vividly supported by NEws-
WEEE reporters (page 20) —there are between
30,000 and 40,000 servicemen in Vietnam who
are heroin users, Most of these rhen, on return
to civilian life, are .condemned to a lfe of
crime and an early death. .

Mr. Alsop then goes on to say—

The Americans forces in Vietham no longer
bave a genuine combat mnlasion, and in army
without a4 combat misston Iz an army without
& real purpose. Of the more than 260,000
American troops now in Vietnam, only about
& fifth are combat troops, end their prin-
cipal mission now is to avold combat, 1t you
ask at the Pentagon what in heaven’s name
the other 200,000 are doing, you hear gen-
eralities about en “orderly withdrawal,” or
you ade iold the answer is seoret.

In fact, what most of the 200,000 are doing
1= virtually nothing, other than golng mad
with boredom. Under the Presldent’s with-
drawel program, there will still be around
150,000 noncombat troops In Vietnam nhext
November, still golng mad with boredom,
Soldiers will choose almost any escape from
an army that has lost disclpline, morale and
purpose, and this has a lot to do with the
herotn epidemic,

Mr. Alsop concludes—

The United States has no obligation to con-
tinue to fleld a blg noh-fighting army in
which tena of thousands of young men are
becoming heroin addicts, The bulk of that
non-fighting army must be withdrawn from
Vietnam quickly and urgently, for the same
reason -that people In a burning house have
to be gotten out quickly and urgently,

I hope that all Members of the Senate

will read this article thoughtfully to-

p— e

el ™ )E.
June ‘1!;, 197"

gether with the supporting documents
this same issue of Newsweek that wa

‘compiled by Newsweek reporters in Viet-:

nam on the basis of firsthand study and:
analysls of this situation. !

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-i
sent that the entire article be printed in
the Recorp, .

There being no objection, the article
was ordered to be printed in the RECORD,
as follows:

[From Newsweek magazine, May 24, 1971]
WoRsE THAN Mywrat
{By Btewart Alsop)

WasHINGTON —In addition to the 55,000
Americins who have dled in Vietnam, there
Gre now many thousands more who might
almogt as well be dead, For according to &
new and authoritative estimate—vividly sup-
ported by Newsweek reports (page 26)—
there are between 30,000 and 40,000 service-
men In Vieinam who are heroin users. Most
of these men, on return to civilian life, are
conbdemned to & life of crime and an early
death.

The horrifying new estimate was provideg
by the Provost Marshal’s office in Saigon tc
an emissary of the House Foreign Affaire
Committee, Rep. Robert Steele of Connecti-
eut. If ‘you think about its real meaning, it
is the worst horror to emerge from the war—
Worse ever than My Laf, .

According to the estimate, between 10 per
cent and 15 per cent of the American troops
in Vietnam are on hard drugs—meaning
heroin In almosgt every case. Thia can only
be an estimate, since where heroin is eaglly
avallahle, as tt is In Vietnam, it is not hard
to conceal an addiction. But the Provost
Marshal's estimate 15 borne out by other evi-
dence, including & study, based on anony-
mous polling techniques, of addiction in the
Americal Division.

SEYROCKETING USE

In this study, 6.4 per cent of those polled
admitted taking “hercin or opiutn,” and 5.6
per cent said they took ‘‘cocalne.” There ie
virtually no cocalne In Vietnam, and the
word 1s undoubtedly a misnomer for heroin,
which the GI's call “skag.” This indicates &
total of almost 12 per cent on heroin. The
figure 1s very probably low, for two reasons.
Pirst, the poll was taken last Beptember, and
since then the use of heroin in Vietnem ha:
skyrocketed. Second, even when promised
anohymity, a good many GI drug takers un-
doubtedly play safe and deny that they taki
drugs.

Moreover, & conslderable proportion of the
GI addicts are unaware that they are addicts.
and some do not even know that they are

. teking heroin, Among the young draftees i1

Vietnam, who are the chief victimis of the
heroin epidemic, there is a widespread belie
that the Vietnamese skag 1s not addictive &
it Is smoked or “snorted.”

In a study of servicemen addicts under-

- going voluntary treatment it was found thai

51 per cent of those who used herotn smokee
1t, mixed with tobacco in ordinary cigarettes
43 per cent snorted (sniffed the powder ou’
of the cupped hand), and only 6 per cen
“mainlined,” injecting the stuff directly intc
the velns, The notlon that smoking or snort.
ing is not addictive 15 tragically untrue.

It is especially untrue of “Number Fou
White,” the brand of heroin produced fo:
“the American market” in Burma, Laos enr
Northern Thailand. (Number Three Smokin,
Heroln, produced for the Asian market, i
purplieh in color.) Number Four White ig 0«
per cent to 9T per cent pure heroin, com
pared with 4 per cent to 6 per cent in heroir
B0ld in the T8,

EARY TO GET

The price in Vietnam varies widely, bu
it i very much lower than the New Yor]
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¢ ve Seeis let it be kuswn that

smazement, the horrors of withdrawal. Ac-

Thieu gnvernment to curb the heroin trafiic.
There 18 no doubt that highly placed Lac-
tisns and Vietnamese profit from the traffic,
and some dessipinary gestures will doubtless
‘ba made. But the gestuires can only be paliia-
{ive—Pregitdent Thien can no more electively
uontrol the <rug trafic o Saelgon than

thing that has to be done is to desl with
the problem of the garvicerren who wre al-
ready addicted, or are in danger of becom-
ing so. Consider the situation of these men.

With plenty of strong, cheap heroln avail-

elile, they have Bo trouble suppy their
babit in Vietnsm. When they return 1o the
Untted States, to mupport thelr sddiction they
will have to mainline, and they will have to
find et least 840 & day. For mast of them, the
only 'way to get that kind of money is to steal.

Heroin addiction can be detected by url-
oelysls, It is the clear ‘responsibfitty of the
services 4o give urine tosis to all Vieinam
servicemen before returning them to civillen
e, and to sstahlish cotnpultsory hosplialiva-
tion centers to cmre those who are sflll cur-~
able, But the cure rate is very low, and thou-
sands of young men who have sarved In Viet-
nam are already, In effect, sentenced io a
life of crimae In the urban jungles,

s aloe must alze be done, Thoae
young draftees who are the chief victims of
the Vistnam heroln trafic must be gotten out
of Vietnam ss fast as posstble. The heroin
epldemia, which 18 & new phenomenon, re-
fects the ermeiem of discipline and morale In
our forced in Vistham, .

NOTHING TO DO

“The American forces in Vietnam no long-
sr have & gemuizie combat misston, and an
»my withoot & combat mission is an army
¥thout & real purpose, O the more than
160,000 American troops now In Vietnam,
mly about a fArth are combat troops, and
Jheir principal mission now 15 to avold com-
yat. If yon sk ut the Pentapon what. In
eaven’'s mame the other 360,000 are doing,
ma heugeneral!ﬁesabontm"urdm‘ly with-
trawal,” or you are tald the answer ia gecret,

In fact, what most of the 200,000 are doing
s virtually nofhing, other than going mad
vith boredom Tnder the President's with-
rawal progrem, there will still be around

50,000 ncncombat troopa In- Vietnam mext

{ovember, still goihg mad with boredom.
‘oldiers will ¢hoose almost any escape from
n army that has lost didcipline, morale and
wurpose, and this has & lot to do with the
.aroin epidemie.

This country has a profound moral obliga-
inn to provide logistic support for the mil-
‘on-man BSouth Vietnamese Iorces, which
ave been mads pathetically dependent on
merican suppost for the defanse of their
>untry, Bai the United States has no obll-
stton b -coatinge to fisld o blg non-fighting
my must - be withdrawn from VietDeon
alckly and urgently, for the same resson

. Nfr. Prestdent, T alwo
akunammmsonmentthatanarﬂde
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entitled, “31 Hezoln Sales in Vietnam:
Cheap, ¥ast, Igntred by the Police,”
written by Peter Osnes, and published
in the Washington Post en Jure 18, 1971,
be printed in the Revors.

There being no obsjection, the srticle

WES orderedbobeprmr.edmﬂ:enmn,
- a8 follows:

GI HemorN Barmes mw Vierwam: Cmear, FasT,
'IqugeED BY POLICE
(By Peter Cenos)’ o
CARTHO, BoUTH VIETNam.—The 10-year-old
Vietnamess boy looked wp st the three Ameri-

‘¢cans sweating In the midday heat. He was

a ragamufin, In another war, he might have
been asking. for m chocolate bar.

*You want skag?” he asked. Skag is the -

most common name tor heroin In Bouth
Vietnam,

The firet price was 1,000 plasters (nbout
#3.70 at the officinl exchange rate) for a
large vial peatly encased in a plastic con-
tainer. Too high, The boy came down to 600
pinsters for n stightly smaller quantity.

The Amerioans sald no, This time there
was no deal.

The boy cursed gt them in Vietnamese and

walked a few feot awey t0 his mother squat- -

ting on & stoal beslde a soup stand gossiping

" with her Iritnds. It was still early and there

would be many other customers.

‘The exchange, in full view of ldling South
Vietnamess palice, took place on a crowded
corner just of Hung Vuong Street In down-
town Canthd, the neighborhood of bars and
essage pariors catering to the 156,000 US.
servicemen In this part of the Mekong Delta.

A reporter had asked -two soldiers, junior

‘The aoldlm langhed. "Yc.ru CAn g0 ADY-
where, ask anyone, theyll get it for you. It
won't take but & Tew seconds,” It didn't.
':meboy.hhmum:zr.thebnrglﬂa the eyclo
drivers, even the police sre’ potential push-

1.
anenrthniml.nmnybea

, closmg briefiy
then reopemng but _sbove all, staying In
business.

A directive Iremn the U.S. Military Oom-

“It's not‘.hmg but a farce,” sail an ofcer
hmwhospenﬂsnmlyaumhhumadﬁl-

. ing with addicta.

‘The soldiers m!dlymidm the drugstores
ferwr
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Torker™-anl 007" seof as TNHBEIONS W8 BYEF,
Woxt Ymve Utide vigns out m:ntdgnﬂytng
they are-on Tenia, -

"!'ou gO mmﬂﬁ m mm

myﬂnthemstﬂowihmm-.-
‘armkusgenemlly older nomcomnimseiyed

Mum)mdmmemdmu'lmm,
{the dope users).” .

With s6 ‘mouch herotn around, mmu'
qumﬂtismmbbemtheh-m
onto military mstallstions themselves, not-
withstanding the frequent shakedowns of
the GIs and ihe Vietnamese werkérs sus-
pected of willingly supplying them. ‘¥ven
some of the MPs ure not to be trested. -

Capt. Richerd Callentine,
cimplain who works tlosely with Project Re-
bufld, the locsl rehabilitation ocenter, taid
of one addict relessed from the cetrber who
was picked up an MP for carrying dope. '

“But you and I hit up (mobdm
together last night,” Callentine reporiefl e
solttter as saying. “That's okay,” ﬂnnn—_
plied, ‘you'veh.dwurainnewy Yuﬂ'ewup-
posed to be off skag.”

There are no U, ground mhmps :
4n the Mekong Delta, so there nre Tone In
Centho. But there are heB cabet
units, plus Elgnal and eongineer o
well as Alr Foreo anll Havy navisory tesons.
Estimates of how many of these solTlers oee
or have tried heroin vary sc whidly as to be
ineonctuslive, -

A random survey taksn of jumlor enlisbed
men (far ahd away ths most vrinerable To

On the other hand sddicts clatm the per-
centages In their units to be ma high =
75 per cent.

Probably the most réHable guess i3 the
one of between 15 and 26 per cent, made by
officers who work with the drug wusers. This

Tor & countrywide total of perhape ﬂm
men. L
Stmlilarly, the diffictlties of deanng With
the spread of heroin hers correspond to those
elsewherd, Curblng ithe flow of drugs is & -
complex process that begins far Trom Cahtho
on the anclent oplum flelds of Purms, lﬂs
und Thalland, )
But locally, among the greumtpreﬁm
15 cleaxly the undeniably poor work of the -
ngttons] police who shoul bear ‘the largest
mpcnsﬂauttyfcrstuppdnrﬂmnem There
conld hardly be more : Teghigence
than the pollcemen who Talmiy wafth the
transactions on Hung Vuong Street.
American ‘MPs ‘can mestmammt]mr-
chasing drugs, ‘blrtthetrpowmmtmm-
numese are strictly lmited. )
At s recent meeting of T.S. and Vietnxmese

- officials called to discuss the drug aftuatiom,

a senlor natlonal policeman startled - the
Americans when he confessed he could not
recognize heroin. - 'Ei.ih.arhe'sanlrorl
fool," sald one UB. participant.

Another major prcblem is the cnnmmg
confusion and lack of coordlnstion in the
U8, command on how drug users sre to be

- treated: courtmartisled and jalled, fthrown
rehabilitated. What-

out of the service, or

ever course 1s decided upon Ior each case

. takes tlme—time for the soldier to harden

hls habit.

The most thausht.’.ulnﬂlcersmquk.‘kh
point out that the foundering of the mil-
tary merely reflocts the inahility of Amerioan
soclely al large to cope wﬂh Ahe ever-ex-
panding nee of druga )

- ‘The ummam&wu mads

mmmummmm
“They are,” ﬂlmmm

}
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“Hke people In ghettos, the aca.pagom of so-

olety, hassled and harassed by everyone
around them. Thewaytomrgetlstohke

“drugs and drugs are everywhere.” The serv-

ices are under growing pressure to treat the
addicts rather than jJettlson them or lock
them up, if only to minimisné the number of
drug users returning to the United Staies,
There are now nine rehabilitation centers in

South Vietnam (e few weeks ago there were -

10, but one in Danang closed. The centers
near here at BinhThuy is sald to be very
shaky).

The centers operate independently and
Project Rebulld, the one at Cantho, 1s said
to be one of the best organized. Its purpose
is to withdraw the addict and at the same
thne provide him with counseuing and voca-
tlonal therapy.

Ideally, & man would spend & week ln the
lsolation ward, a second week in the "“rebulld
platoon” and would return to hls unit the
third week, continning -hia therapy session
st night. Scmetimes It works, according to
the officers who.run the program; more often
i does not,

The sendor staff of Project Rebuild are
well qualified: Chaplain Callentine; Capt.
Brian Joseph, a8 doctor with & year of Iesl-
dence In psychiatry; and Capt, Herman Mar-
tin, a fuli-time social worker. They seem de-
termined to do whet they can, but the ob-

.staoles Appear overwhelming

The center is equipped to handle 11 men.
Last week none began the program largely
because o rumor has taken hold that records
from the center are being. turned over to
the FBI. This week there are eight soldiers
golng through detoxification, At least five

are technically ineligible for amnesty be- -

cause they are pending court martlals, A
sixth ‘has already been through the program
once.

. In the early days, sald Dr, Joseph, the. de-
toxification ward was badly hampered by the
fact that soldiers were continuing {o buy
drugs from medics or to bring them in them-
selves (reportedly a critical problem at cen-
ters eleewhere-1n the country). Now the win-
dows are nailed ahut, and the warQ is reia-
tively free of heroln,

Two of the men in detoxification last week
gald they had prevlously worked as coun-
salots in the program while they were using
drugs. .

All sight have been using heroln for more
than slx months; most sald they started
within two or three days of thelr arrival In
Vietnam, Medical experta say motivation 1s
an important factor in getting an addict to
gtay off drugs. T'0 o man these-soldiers sald
they expected to use drugs again.

eoretically, marijuana is as 1llegal as
hgroin, But at Project Rebuild there ap-
pears 10 be a recognition that pot smoking
has become 50 pervasive there 1 no polnt
in trying to stop it.

‘““We’ve got to compromies,” sald Dr, Jo-
seph, “We want them off all drugs for the
two weeks and they know that marijusna
1s 1llegal. But really, its heroln were trylng
to get them off, not marijuana.”

In the Rebulld Platoon barracks recent.ly,
officers found a cheap porcelain Buddha. In
the hollowed-out shell was stashed the pla-
toon’s marijuana. “I suppose werd be a lot
better off,” one officer confided, “if we could
Just get these guys to go back to pot—just
pot.”

The situation in Cantho 1s bad, but there
ie no reason to beleve it is better elsewhere
in Bouth Vietnam. “I don't see -any indica-
tion things are improving,” sald one military
drug expert in Salgon,” and if they're not
improving then they are getting worse,”

_Mr. McGOVERN. Mr. President, one
of the most moving descriptions of one
aspect of the war that I have yet to
read was written by Maj. Robert J.
Glasser, who was & major I the U.8,
Medical Corps from 1968 to 1970. He
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now practices medicine in Minneapolis.

This article is excérpted from his book

“365 Days” to be published this sum-

mer. The article is entitled “The Burn
‘Ward.” It appears in the April 1971 i1ssue
of Weashington Monthly. It describes
these horrlbly wounded and burned
soldiers. who were flown out ¢f Vietnam
for treatment in Japan. This young
major was ih charge of the so-called
burn unit for some years. He has vividly
related the experience of watching young

men 18, 18, and 20 years of age dle in

the hospital in Tokyo where he was sta-
tioned.

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the article be printed in the
RECORD.

There being no objection, the article
was ordered to be printed in the Recorp,
as follows:

[From the Washington Monthly, April 1971]
THE BURN WaRD
(By Ronald J. Glaaser)

{Epitor's NoreE.—Ronald J. Glasser was a

major in the U.B. Army Medical Corpa, 1968

.1870. He now practices medicine in Minne-
apolis. This article 1i excerpted from his

book, “3656 Days,” to be published this sum-
mer by George Braziller. The story is true,

but the names and dates have been changed.) -

Edwards picked up hils stethoscope from
his desk, “Look,” he said, “You can say what
You want about the Army and its problems,
but I learned this miwch from going home:

‘the Army treats you better dead than allve.

I know,” he added quickly to keep the
captain from talking, “I Know, it was my
fault. I shouldn't have got involved with
taking the body back, But I did.” :

“It’s coming,” the eorpeman said, stepping
away from the window.

Edwards stuffed the stethoscope into his
back pocket. “OEK. Tell the ward master.
Better flll the whirlpools, I'll be down at the
landing pad.” He pushed open the double
doors to the burn untt.

The huge overhead Mghts were off, leaving
only the night lights to flicker feebly across
the shiny, tiled fAoor. He walked quieily
down the center alsle of the ward, his foot-
stepa echoing Hghily ahead of him. The beds
lining the wall were barely visible, the pa-
tlents no more than lumps against the
framee, From the far end of the ward came
the faint mechanical hissing of a respirator,
He stopped & moment hear one of the steel-
erched Btryker frames to listen. The ma-
chine’s Elow regular rhythin was almost
soothing,. How many times he'd heard it
before. Bomeone had once sald he’d signed
more death certificates than any other doc-
tor in Japan. Probably right, he thought,
continuing on his way. At Kishine, the res-
Plrator was the sound of death, not life; fn
all his time there, he could not think of
one patlent who had got off the thing,

“Hi, Doc.”

“Oh, Crowley,” Edwards said, coming to a
halt near the little cublcle at the back of
the ward. “Sorry, I didn‘t see you In the
dark.” .

The slde curtaln had been partially pulled,
Stretched cut on the bed, barely iit by the
dials of the resplrator, was & shadowy form.

“How's he doing, Sergeant,” BEdwards
asked the ward master who was standing at
afttentlon by the machine that was slowly,
Insistently hissing alr thto and out of the
charred body.

“Not too good, sir.”

- “What's his temperature?”

“106. It wms 10T betare we put him on the
cooling blanket.”

“Blood cultures growing out anything?”

“Yes, sir, the lab called back bonight—

June 34, 1971

Peeudomonas peeudomallel. Major John

‘put him on IV {intravenous] chioromycetn.

and tetracycline.’

Edwards bent over to look more closely at
the restrained body spread-gagled across the
frame. The alr smelled sweet, like a2 dylng
archard. “When did he come in?” he asked,

‘peering at the grotesquely crusted body.

Even the tips of his toes and fingers were
charred and oozing, nothing had been

“Four days after you left. Seventy per cent
second degree and 15 pér cent third. At least
Major Johnson thought It was second degree,
but it's beginning to lock like it's all third.”

Edwards examined the crust about the
boy’s swollen neck and chest. It had a sick
metalllc green cast to it. “When did he go
sour?”’

“He was doing fine untll this morning. We
had to glve him demerct every time he went
into the whirlpool, but he's very hard core.
Nice kid.-Then yesterday, he became confusec
and agitated. On the night shift his temp
spiked and he became unconsgious. The
surgeons trached him today, and Dr. Johnsop
put him on the respirator this evening. The
evace should be in sdon, Major.”

“Yeah, that’s where I'm going. I'll check
on him Iater™

“No need, sir, youll have your hands full

I have you called if anything changes.”

As he walked awey, Edwards could hea
CUrowley drawing the curteins closed behing
him. The stairwell was empty and he walkec
slowly down to the first floor and out ontc
the concrete walkway,

It was summer outside and the night wa:

88 warm &8 Indocrs. He cut across the empty
Ellent field separating the hospital’s squat
bulldings from the helipad, where the rec
lights of the landing strip fiickered softly ir
the misty dark. Far away he heard the muffied
dull thudding of the chopper whopping itc
way through the heavy alr, and suddenly he
felt alone and desperately tired,
. "Gentlemen: You have been assembled here
at Yokota Air Hase to escort these bodie:
home io the continental United States. Eack
body in iis casket i3 to have, at all times,
body escort, Those caskets on the plane tha:
do not at the present time have an escor
will have them assigned et Qakland. What-
ever the case, no casket will be aliowed tc
leave the Oakland aree without a proper
escort. Escort duty is a privilege as well as ar
honor, An effort has been made o find ar
escort whose personal involvement with the
deceased or presence with the family of th
decreased will be of comfort and aid. You
misgion as a body escort 1y as follows: ke
make sure that the body is afforded, at a’
times, the respect due a fallen soldier of th
United Statey Army. Specifically it is as yol
lows: 1) to check the lags on the casket.
at every point of departure; 2) to insist i
the tags indicate the remains as non-viewwab]
that the relatives fiot view the body. Remem
ber that non—me-wable means exactly that—
non-viewable. . . .

QGrimly, with the chopper coming nearer-
louder—Edwards walked up a slight rise, pas
a small, dimly lit sign:

Eishine Barracks, 109th TUnited State
Army Hospital, United States Army, Japa:
Burn Unit. -

“Coastql Airlines loads the bodies on «
angle. Be sure that if the body you are e:
coriing i3 being carried by Coastal Airline
that the caskets are louded head down—th
will keep the embalming fluid in the upp
body. If the body is Iloaded incorrecti
namely, feet down, the embalming Auid un
accurmulate in the feet, and the body ma
under appropriate atmospheric condition
begin o decompose”’

By the time he reached the evac area, ti’
fioodlights were on and the chopper h:
landed. Coming 1n from the dark around tt
back of the evac bullding Edwards was da.
gled by the sudden lights. The Huey, I



	0001-Cover Page - 2020
	Congressional Record -SENATE June 14 1971

