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June 3, 2005 

Honorable James G. Roche        

Secretary Department of the Air Force 

The Pentagon 

Washington, DC  20330-1670  

Dear Mr. Secretary:  

 It has recently come to my attention that the United States Air Force utilized bases in 

Thailand in connection with the use of herbicides under the “Ranch Hand” program 

during the Vietnam Era.  I am requesting all declassified documentation concerning the 

dates and location of Ranch Hand activities based in Thailand during the Vietnam Era, 

but in particular, any information concerning:  

1. the basing of C-123’s and Ranch Hand activities in February of 1967 referenced 

in a Memorandum written by Russell A. Downey to General Momyer  (Item ID 

Number 00229); 

2. storage of herbicides at the Takhli Royal Thai Air Force Base, base warehouse for 

use of the 315
th

 A/C Sq. in 1966-1967;  

3. 12
th

 Special Operations Squadron at Udon (or Udorn) RTAFB in December of 

1968 and January of 1969 under the command of Lt. Col. David E. Stockton 

(Headquarters 432
nd

 Tactical Reconnaissance Wing (PACAF);   

4. the stationing of C-123 aircraft used for herbicide defoliation activities at Nakhon 

Phanom air base or other locations; and,   

5. any information concerning spraying of vegetation with herbicides such Agent 

Orange, Agent Pink, Agent Green, Agent Blue, Agent Purple, or Agent White, at 

Takhli, Udon (or Udorn) or Nakhon Phanom bases or the Phu-mu Signal Site. 

Kindly provide me with a response to this request by July 15, 2005.  If you have any 

questions about this request or need further information, please contact Mary Ellen 

McCarthy, Democratic Staff Director, Subcommittee on Disability Assistance and 

Memorial Affairs at 202-225-6603.  Thank you for your cooperation in this matter.   

                                                             Sincerely,   

                                                         LANE EVANS 

                                                             Ranking Democratic Member 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
WASHINGToN DC 20330-100;)

June 30, 200S

SAF/~.J_P
1160 Ail Force PcnLUgon
\Vusuinglon, DC 20330-1160

The Honorable Lane Evans
Ranking Minorit)' Member
Commiuee on Veterans' Affairs
u.s. House ofR~re$efltali\lC$
Washington. DC 20515-6335

Dear Mr. Evans

This is in response to your letter of June 3, 2005, 10 the Secretary of the Air Force

I"Cques!ing inlonnation concerning the dates and !OCalion of Ranch Hand activities based in
Thailand dunng the Vielnam Era, but in particular, any infonnationconceming:

(!) Ihc bl!sing ofC-123's and Ranch Hand activities in February of 1961 refereneed ill II

Memorandum wriuen by Russell A. Downey to Genera! Momyer (Item ID Number
00229};

Answer: Our records show thallhe C-123 aircraft were never based at any of the
lhallamJ ;Iir bases, but Ranch Hand did use the bases as stops en route [0 missions in
Laos. Wt: have nOI found any specific infonnalion regarding IIcli"ilies in Febr..ury 1967.

jl; SIQrage of herbicides Oilthe Takhli RQyal Thlli Air Force BIISc, base warehouse for
Uik: of the 31.5:~AlCSq: in 1966-1%7;

Answer: To OIUknowledge, no herbicides were stored in Thailand. Insecticides,
however. were used during a i 962 locus! eradicauon project and for mosquito cGntrol in
I966- t967. . . .

(3) J1'" Special Operations Squadron aI Udon (or Udom) RTAFB in December of 1968
and January oi 1969 under the command of L1.C~L David E. Stocklon (Headquarters
432'.0 Taclical Reconnaissance Wing (PACAF);

Answer; During December 1968 and january 1969. the 12thSpecial Opt:ralions
Squadrnn (50S) was slalioncd at Bien Hoa Air Base. Republic ofVicinam, nOl Udom
Royal Thai Air Force Basc. This was confirmed with Colonel Stockton.

- - - --

\



(4) the station.ing of C-123 aircrd.ft used for herbicidt, defoliation activities at Nakhon
Phanom air ba$c or other locations;

Answer: Because the aircraft were used for multiple purposes. it is difficult to now glean
infonnation as to exactly which aircraft were used for herbicide defoliation. The
infomlation we do have is largely available in '''Opcn.tion Ranch Hand, The Air Force
and Herbicides in Southeast Asia 1961 - J971," by Buckingham, WiJliamA., Jr. The
pUblication is available through the U.S. Government Printing Office, Washington. DC.

. (5). Any informaUWl conceming spraying of vegetation with herbicides such aliAgent'
'- Orange, Agent Pink, Agent Green, Agent Blue, Agerit Purple. Or Agent White 81

'takhli, Udon (or Udom) or Nakhon Pbanom bases or the PIiu-muSignal Site.

ADswcr~ Becausecomman~s were at liberty to use herbicides for defonation around
their activities using either handheld or vehicle mounted units, with no accountability
required. we do not have any more specific information.

We appreciate your interest in Ihis matter and trust thz infonnation provided is useful.

Sincerely

... f .l
:;z /;J...q#Ucpr1

F. scon BOYD, Colonel. USAFR
Programs and Legislation Division
Office of Legislative Liaison
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