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Project Information

Project Title: Blue Water Navy Vietnam Veterans and Agent Committee Membership
Orange Exposure ¥ Committee Membership
PIN: IOM-BSP-09-02
Meetings
Major Unit: Institute of Medicine ¥ Meeting 1 - 05/03/2010
¥ Meeting 2 - 07/08/2010
Sub Unit: Board on the Health of Select Populations ¥ Meeting 3 - 09/20/2010
¥ Meeting 4 - 11/15/2010
RSO: Wedge, Roberta
Reports
Subject/Focus Area: Health and Medicine Reports having no URL can be seen

at the Public Access Records Office

Project Scope

An IOM committee will conduct a study and prepare a report on whether

the Vietnam Veterans in the Blue Water Navy experienced a comparable
range of exposures to herbicides and their contaminants (focus on dioxin) as
the Brown Water Navy Vietnam Veterans and those on the ground in Vietnam
(i.e., specifically with regard to Agent Orange exposure).

The IOM committee's report is expected to include:

1. An historical background on: the Vietham War; Combat troops (ground
troops); Brown Water Navy (includes inland waters); Blue Water Navy; VAO
legislation

2. Adiscussion of exposures (Blue Water Navy in comparison with ground
troops in Vietnam): specifically compare exposures on ground with those on
ships (discuss all possible routes of exposure); and examining the range of
exposure mechanisms for herbicide exposures (i.e., concentrating toxics in
drinking water; air exposure possibly from drift from spraying; food; soil; skin.

3. Adetermination, if possible, of the comparative risks for long-term health
outcomes comparing Vietnam veteran ground troops, Blue Water Navy
veterans, and other "Era" veterans serving during the Vietnam War at other
locations (given the possible dioxin exposure).

4. Areview of studies of Blue Water Navy veterans for health outcomes
(assuming there are studies specific to that cohort of veterans).

The Project is sponsored by the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs
The approximate start date for the project is December 2009.

A report will be issued at the end of the project in approximately 18 months.

Project Duration: 18 months
Provide FEEDBACK on this project.
Contact the Public Access Records Office to make an inquiry, request a list

of the public access file materials, or obtain a copy of the materials found in
the file.
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