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of the downed men. This protects the rescue crew and aireraft as
well as the downed airmen from aimed cnemy fire, The rescne team
wearing protective masks then extracts the downed erewmen. There
are many documented examples of such successful operations,

SEUMMARY

‘The riof control agent, ('3, hins hecone a lifesaving part of nnibitary
operdions in Vietaam, CN, the oldor agent, because of its relative
ineffectiveness, is now seldom used. The w=e of CN in combat opera-
tions elearly reduces ensualties mnong friendly troops, permits extrac-
tion of civilians who may be under enemy control often without casu-
alties, and frequently allows the enemy the option of eapture ruther
than casunlties, Perhaps the most valtid indieation of the eifectiveness
of €5 in combat aperations is that VL8, personne] continue to earry
= grenades to the field in Sien of =ome of their normal high explosive
abnnunition, and ground commanders often call for ('S vather than
high explosives, Kot control agents are a valuable aid in accompli=h-
ing our mission and in protecting owr forees,

HERRICIDES

Turning new to the nxe of herbieides in Vietnam, one of the most
difficult problems of wilitary operations in South Vietnan is the
inability to ohserve the encmiy in the dense forest and jungle. Defoli-
ating herbicides introdueed in 1962 ave capable of produeing a signif-
Yeant baprovenwnt o vertieal and borizontal visibility in the type
of jungle found in Sonth Vietnan. As viewed by an aertal olserver,
it s often impossible to see throngh the canopy to detect VO or XYV A
aperations, Tn 6 ta » weels, after spraving with a herbicide. (he
observer will have gool abservation throngh the eanopy, For gronnd
alrervation, defolintion ix highly effective In improving hovizontal
visihility,

The herbicide progean in terins of effects produced hins required
an mnnsually small investmeat of military effart, The entire program
has hoen aecomplished with an avernge of about 17 C-123 spray air-
erafi and several smaller helicopter sprayers phis =ome hnprovised
groml-spray equipment.

Herbicide operations are conducted nnder a program directed by the
Government of Sonth Vietnun, Reguests for (hese operations aen-
erally originare ar the district or provineial level and are sulnnitted
through territorisl adminisiration command chanels. ‘Flhe hierbicide
spray plan, includes o= a minimm (he aven vequesiod to e treated
with herbicide, the pullic information, eivil affairs, and intelligence
annexes, along with a statement by the provinee ehief that he will =ee
that just and Jegal claims are paid for any accidental damage, The
ARVN corp= commanders and their U8, corps senior advisers lave
been delegated authority to approve small seale defolintion hy geound-
based sapray and by helicopters. AN requests for crop destruetion and
larger seale defoliation by (=123 aiveraft ave forwarded to the Viet-
namese Joint General Staff, Upon approval of the request by the Chief
of Joint. Genernl Stafl it is forwarded to the MACV staf for final

review,
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The MACY st position is developed as the result of coordination
with CORIX (Civil Operations and Revolutionary Development
Suppert). UsAIDL and politicul representatives at each level where
they exist. An aerial reconnaissance is conducted as the next step to
insure that all populated areas and friendly crops have been excluded
from the targer e, Huving detevininesdl from this serial survey and
an analysis of (e military worth that the project is a valid herDicide
tavget, the prowc is forwarded to the U.S. Amlassador and
COMUSMACY for approval, The Ambassador personally approves
ath C-1273 devoliation projects and all enemy crop destruetion projects.

AL RIMECLFIGC §RES OF HTERRICIDES

S specite ises of herbicides ave:
1. Diefolintion of fuise ;ar‘.r'z'mf'h'rx

A portion of te aupllseale gromnd Taeed or the helicopier spray
rissions are cieed W mproving the defense of base camps and five
bitses, Terhicides e agread lielp in keeping down the growth of
Wigh Jungle wrras<, bushes, and woeeds which will grow in cleared areas
near these monp. This clearanee opens fields of five and affords ohser-
vatton for outposi= to prevenl sarprise attaek and as such iz timly 2
Hfesaving paewsnire for our forees and our allies. Without the nse
of herbivides aroanud one live hases, iwelequate defense i diflienlt and in
many phiees tpussible,
2o R foliation o L s uf commmiicat iog

Theve are wany instances of ambiish sites being defoliated for
better aerind cievrvaion and improved visibility slong roads and
trailsc T 1T thers were adzo many vequests for defoliation of VO
tax coblection ot~ In atherwise friendly tervitory there were points
adong well-reay eled rontes where the enemy could hide under cover
atill Biereept tranelers to demand taxes. Defoliation along these roads
vk very offective in opening these arens so that they can be seen fromy
observation sircrafe. and with few exceptions these ronds were opened
o free travel, The use of airevaft to spray alongside lines of von-
mnnieation proved valuable in clearing these areas and preventing
eoxtly abiisl of army convoys with reselting friendly easualtios, '
A f)('fa}a'uh'.rm ot S it ralion rantes

Arews weed by the eteny for routes of approach, resupply or niove.-
ment are targeis for herbicide spray. l’l'ulml})&_v the most. valuable use of
herbicides for defuiiation ix to pernit aerial observation in such areas,
This is particudarely trwe tn areas near the border so that we can dotoet
wovenient of cueiny unit<and thetr rezapply.
.o Defolialion o0 ¢ vy hase vcaue ps

We know frew prisoners of war and from observation that the
enemy will meve framcarens that have heen spraved. Therefore, enemy
it czips or it beadgaarters ave sprayed m order to make him
move to votd exposing himself to aevinl observation, 11 he does move
Ik i while e sven s still defoliated, he will be olmerved aml ean
L engrigred,
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8. Crop destruction

Crops in areas remote from the friendly population and known to
belong to the enemy and which eannot be captured by ground opoers-
tions are sometimes sprayed. Such targets are carefully selected so as
to attack only those crops known to be grown by or from the VC or
NVA, The authorization to attack crops in specific areas has been
made by the U.S. Embassy, Saigon, MACV and South Vielnamese
Government. )

Frequent reviews have been conducted of the herbicide program.
The most recent one was personally directed and reviewed by COMUS-
MACY in October 1968 to assure himself that the program was mili-
tarily effective, Prior to that, the 17.S. Ambassador had directed &
review which looked at the political and economic aspects of the
[.lwogmm. The Embassy report was released in August 1968, The crop
de~trnetion program was also received by the CINCPAC scientific ad-
viser in December 1967, Iach of these reports concluded that the pro-
gram should be continued.

My, Zamrockl At this point, will you supply the Embassy report
and the CINCPAC scientific adviser report for the fiscal year 1967 if
you haveitt

Admiral Lexos, T do not have theny with me, but T will supply them.

{ The reports, which are classified, were provided to the subcommit-
tee for its records.) )

The requests for defoliation and crop destruction have always ex-
ceeded our ca) a.bﬂl? to sprafv. The requirement continues although a
tapering off should develop if enemy activity subsides. A recent review
hy MACY indicated that operations for 1970 will be lees than in 19689.
In addition, Rome plows are replacing defoliation for clearing along
many lines of communication.

TITE UAE OF 2,4.5-T IN VIETNAM

With regard to the recent publicity of the herbicide agent, 24,5-T,
which is a component of orange, a herbicide mixture, the bionetics re-
search laboratories conducted a study of the carcinogenic, teratogenic
and mutagenic activity of selected pesticides and industrial chemicals
for the National Cancer Institute during the period 1965-1968. The
study indicated that a large dose of 2,4,5-T administered orally to
specific strains of mice during the central portion of the gestation
period produced abnormal fetuses. . . )

However, on Qctober 29, 1989, Dr. DuBridge, science advisor to the
Pmsident, stated, “It scems improbable that any person could reccive
ham%u’!’ smounts of this chemical from any of the existing nses of
2,4.5-T.

Nevertheless, Deputy Secretary of Defense David Packard has is-
sued instructions to the Joint Chiefs of Staff to reemphasize the
slready existing policy that 2,4,5-T be utilized only in areas remote
from population. N

When the American Emb conducted the political economic re-
view of the herbicide program, it requested that s disinterested expert
be sent from the United gtatcs to assess any ecological consequences
of the program. Dr. Fred Tachirley, Agricultural Research Service,

L LJ
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Depurtmsent of Agriculture, was sent over in Murch 1963 for a 1-nonth
period. Arrangements were made which permitted him to fly over any
ares of Vietham he wished to inspect plus on-the-ground visits to any
safe nrea. He concluded that the defoliation program lad caused sune
ecological changes. Although single treatment on semideciduous forest
would cause inconsequential changes, repeated treatments could kill
enough trees to permit invasion of many sites by bamboo. The presence
of bamboo would then retard rogeneration of the forest.

The Army supports the need for & more detailed investigntion of the
ocological effects of herbicides used in Vietnam. Such an Investigation
ghould be conducted in coordination with other interesied agencies, In
order to get such n study started, a rescarch and development project
entitled “Eeologrical Kifects of the Military Use of Herbicides in Viet-
nam” ig being initiated. This study would continue into the post-
hostilities phase.

EXAMPLES OF DEFOLIATION BUCCESE IN VIETNAM

In the final analysis the sole purpose of the herbicide program is to
protect friendiy forces and conserve manpower. The following ex-
amples should demoustrate the success of the defoliation effort in
Vietnam:

L. Mujor defoliation has been accomplished in war zone C. Prior to
defnlintionf seven hrigades were necessary to maintain US./GVN

h

presence. During 1967, after defoliation only three brigades were
roquirved.

2. The conmiander af naval forees in Vietnam in a report to General
Abrams stated— .

As you know, a4 moejor coucern ix the vegetntion atong the main shipping chan-
nel. Your continning efforts under diffienitt and hezardous Bying conditions, in
keeping this aren and the adjacent inlund areag devoid of vegetation have con-
tributed conziderably in denying the protective cover from which to ambush the
glow-ioving merchant ships and 12,8, Navy craft,

3. In 1968, the commanding general of the 1st Field Foree reported—

Defolintion hns been effective in enhancing the success of allied combat opera-
tlons. Herbicide operations using C-123 aireraft, helicopters, truck mounted and
hand sprayers have beeoiie un integral purt of the II CTZ operations against
YC/NYA. The operations are normally limited to aress under VO/NVA control
remote from populntion centers. The defoliation program haa resstlted in the
reduction of enemy convenlment and permitted increased use of supplr routes by
friendiy unite. Aerial surveillnnee of enemy areas haa improved and less security
torces are required to control areas of responsibility, An overall vesuit of the
herbicide program has beenr ta lucrease friendly securlty and to assist i returning
elvilians to QYN control,

4, The 1.8, commander in the ITI CTZ related:

Herblcide operations have contributed rignificantly to allied combat upwrations
in the IIT Corps. Defoliatlon is an important adjunct to target acquisition.
Aerial photographs enu often be taken from whick interpreters can “see the
ground” in aress that previously were obscured. Defollation also ailds visual
reconnajissance. U.B. Alr Force FAC's (forward air controllers) and I1.8. Army
serinl ohservers have discyvered entire VO base camps in defolinted nrens
that had previourly bren overlocked.

5. In the south in the IV CTZ, (C-123 herbicide operations are
limited. This is becuunse of the vast arens of valuable crops which are
not to be destroyed, even thongh they may be in enemy hands, There-

[ L]
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fore, the commander of the IV Corps area in ln'e:-wmin;_r his evalaa-
tion eited the value of helicopter operations as follows -~

A signifeant helicopter defolintion mission wag condneted in 1he viviniy of
BADEC in Augast HHS The target arven consisted of theee wain cnauls whicly
converged amil formed a sirong VO base, The dense vegetation permvitted visi-
hility of only 1015 mcters hovizoutn iy and nil vertienliy. The acea was sprayed
with npproxinately 755 gallons of herbicile white and over "W paresnt of 1he
aren was defolinted. As the resudt of the defalintion, an ALRVN legbalion was
Abke 1o retndn overnfght in (he aven for (he fiest time ju 5 fears~ Many eueiy
bunkers wore open to shservation, Sinee the defolintion, the Vi presens bas
decreared $o the poiit that onky RE/PE forces are wow Lesessary for local
Beeurity.

o As nopart of the 1968 evaluntion report of herli e aperations,
the U8, senior adviser in the F\ Corps tactical zone arew peported—

A section of Natlonal THghway 4 iu hong Dinh Provinee was the site for o
defotintlaon operation on June 24, BN Sitee Jabiaiey 2R, 2 serios of ambushos
waix eondacted against BYN convoy: and (roop movements, B e of the votal
Ingllity of ground troops to keep the aren elear of VO, this area was sprayied
using 855 gallons of Lorbichde white, The target area wind primarily coconur
pali amd banana trees (hat had been slandoned by their onners Tor sevreral
veurs, Imring the period of ahandonnent the vegetation bad Hwemne so dense
that cvmvoy securiiy clements were not able to see more fhan 5 weters into the
nnderbrnsh and had to rely on reconnnizsanee by fire to div-over the hidden
enemy, Thix method of profoction had proven ineffective. Three RIY/PF com-
panics with U8, advisers were ueed to secnre the target for the Lelicopier aper-
tion In addition te An sarmored cavalry (roop. Since the defolintion mis<don wes
completed, eonvoys have us=ed the highway two or three fimes 2 week without
attack or hatassment, Only one RE platoon hag semained i thes arva to provide
loen b seenrity to the humlel nnd highway,

7. In certain instunces, we know the VO have beees foreed 1o divert
tactical units from combsat missions to food-procurviient operations
and food-transportation tasks, attesting to the effectiveness of the
erop destruction program. In local arens where extensive crop de-
struction missions were eondneted, VO/NVA defections to GVN in-
creased as & result of Jow morale resulting principally from food
shortages. ) )

The most highly valned itemn of equipment. to field ommanders in
YVietnam is the helicopter, There was some question when the heli-
copter spray equipment was first procured whether dield ~ommanders
would divert the nse of helicopters from combat operarions for herbi-
cide si)my operations. The very fact that the commanders have used
their helicopter spray equipment to the fullest and have asked for
more is certainly prool that herbicide n]|wrnt|nns have heen helpful
in protecting the American soldier and contributinz to successful
accomplishment of the ground combat mission,

COXCIVHION

Gentlemen, we have presented to you in as complote and candid a
manner &s possible the lifesaving usage that we have made of riot
control agents and herbicides in South Vietnam and the policies under
which this usage lias taken place, We beliove thix usage has been wise
and has been a~compli=hed with restraint. The resnlt is that our forces
have been hetter alle to accomplish their mission v:ith ~tgnificantly
reduced U8, and Vietnumese casualties.

1>
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MWERSE EFFECTS OF HERBICIDE UsE D DAMAGE (CLAIMS

Mr, Zamockr, Thank youw for your statement, Admiral Lemos,

You have outlined the uzes und the henelits of chemical agents in
Vietam, Certainly there must be adverse political and economic re-
sults becanse of the use of herbicides and tear gases like CS,

1lave there not been instances of the misuse of herbicides and tear
wa~! Could you give a view of thoze for the record of the sub-
conumittee ! .

For example, I understand Cumbodia has 2 suit against the United
States for dumage done beeause of the use of Lerbicides, It is also my
understanding some South Vietnmmese are going to seek damages be-
cause of Joss of income or loss of property, I understand banana plan-
tations have heen destroxed. That would indicate there are uses of
chemicals which have been adverse to our intevests,

Admiral Lemos, There have heen some sach instances,

Mr. Zanrocki. Could you tell the conunittee about how suany ? You
have given all the good side of it I wouldn't expect yon to dwell at
length on the reasons why chemicals should not have been used, or
where errors wepe committed, but I think in fairness you ought to tell
us 2 little bit of both sides.

Admiral Lemos. There liave been sowme few instances and these
bave been very earefully explored in the reviews that T have men-
Gionesl and quite elearly from the resulis of the reviews it has been
determined that in the overadl comntext, the dissdvantages and the few
abuses were very greatly outweighed by the very real advantages
provided to our forees and 1o the Vietnamese Forees and the very
real diffiendties they provided the VO and North Vietnamese Forces,

With respeet to the Cambodian incident, this was a border incident.
As vou know, sir, there are stretches of the Vietnamese-Cambodian
Border that ave under dispute. They are not elearly marked in any way.
In situations such as this where you know there are enemy base
canps, enemy forees operating in the jungle, and from which heavy
fire mav be coming, spray operations close to the border have been
cotsdoetud. It would appear that in one of these cases cither the spray
plane was in an area that was in dispute or was not clearly murked
and this situation was reviewed and as I understand it observers were
sent to the area and a report has been prepared. Whether that report
ias been yet veleased, 1 do not know, I have not.seen it,

HOW CLAIMS ARE FPROCESSED AND PAID

Mr. Zasrockr. In yonr testimony, Admiral. you say that the prov-
ince chiefs supply the basic intelligence as to what areas herbicides
should be used in.

Admiral Lemos. Yes,

Mr. ZanLockr. Realizing the political problems hetween Cambodia
and South Vietnam, could thiz have entered into the selection of the
defoliation of aveas along the bovder of Cumbodia?

Admiral Lestos. T aw eertain it haso As 1 have indiested, all C=123
spray aperations must have the eleacance of the Govermnent of Viet-

[ 13
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nam, of COMUSMACY and of the Ambassador. All threc must
approve C-128 operations.

r. ZasLockl You also stated that the province chief musi state
that he will see that just and legal ¢laims are paid for any accidental
damage. Where is he going to get the moneyt

Admiral Lemos. To the extent there are dam

Mr. Zaerockr From my knowledge of the South Vietnamese any-
thing they have is received from us.

Admiral Lemos. We do provide substantial support to the South
Vietnamese. The payments, however, are made by the Government
of Vietnam. .

Mr. Zaprockr. But we pick up the tab?

Admiral Lemos. Not entirely,

Mr. Zaprockl. Could you advise the Congress if we ultimately are

ing to have war dumage claims like we had in the Philippines

ause of the damage to crops and industry? Do you anticipate
there will be such war damage claimst

Admiral Lemos. I am not able to anticipate that kind of claim.

Mr. Zasrockr In view of the fact that we were the defoliator and,
our U.S. Ambassador has been consulted and must give the order for
the use of herbicides, wouldn’t it be logical that South Vietnamese
owners of plantations will be filing claims through the U.S. Embassy
the first opportunity they have?

Admiral Lemos. Thev have that opportunity now, sir.

Mr, Zasrockr And they are doing so?

Admiral Lexor. T presume

Mr. ZasLocEl. And when hostilities end we will have millions of
dollars in claims thrown at us. Has this been taken into consideration
by Defense Department when the decision was made to use herbicides?

Admiral Lemos. I am certain it was taken into consideration.

I;:tz, of the reason for the reviews was to consider specifically these
Po:

INTELLIGENCE ON AREAS DEFOLIATED

Mr. Zarrockr. In outlining the elaborate procedures which you have
taken in the use of herbicides, in the past, we were impressed—certsinly
I was——with the lack of acenrate and hard intelligence in the Vieteong-
held areas,

How sure can the military be that fields that are sclected by the
Vietnamese province chiefs are in Vietcong-held areas, and how can
the provinee chief know for sure that the crop is going to feed Viet-
cong soldiers? If we have such excellent intelh;ﬁance where their Viet-
cong rice fields are, we should have better intelligence in other areas
. Admrral Lemos. Intelligence is improving daily, a8 we move out
in the eountr;mde and get more and more hamlets and villages under
the control of the Government of Vietnam and more and more people
willing to risk their lives to give information that points out where
the Vietcong are and where it is difficult to go. :

DOP DBCIRION ON 2,4,6-T

Mr, Zantocrl. On page 14, you said that the Deputy Secretary of
Defense, David Packarg,e has issued instructions to the Joint Crl%efs



235 :

of Staff to reemphasize the already existing policy that 2,4,5-T shall
b6 used in areas remote from population. I thought there was a decision
not to employ 2,4,5-T in the future.

Admiral Lemos. I am told thers is no such decision. ¢

Mr. ZasLockr. The use of 2,4,5-T is however, under review,

On 15 you say a review of the ecological eflects of the military
use of herbicides is now being initiated.

Admiral Leyos. Yes,sir, gmt, is the whole herbicide program and the
ecological effects of all herbicides.

Mr. Zasrockr, 2,4,5-T, it is my understanding, is the most potentially
dangerous to people, resulting in the greatest poiitlcal prohlems, Is that
not a fact?

Admiral Lengos. That is my understanding, yes, sir,

DOD HERBICIDE BTUDY

Mr. Zasrockr, The herbicide investigation project that you referred
to on page 15, could you give the subcommittee more details on this
project? It will be conducted by the Department of Defense or cou-
tracted out?

Admiral Lesos. Initially in-house and then go on contract.

Mr. Zasrockr, Wouldn't it be preferable to reverse the order and
have some uninvolved group stut{y the ecological effects of the mili-
tary use of herbicides in Vietnam, and then have the military review
the report} .

Admiral Lraros. Mr. Hayward von have any comment on that ?

Mr. Zarrockr. Wouldn't that be advisable ¢

STATEMERT OF ALBERT E. HAYWARD, ASSISTANT DIRECTOR,
CHEMICAL TECENOLOGY, DEFENSE RESEARCH AND ENGINEER-
ING, DEPARTMERT OF DEFENSE

Mr. Haxwaro, Mr, Chairman, some time ago in our discussions with
the American Association for the Advancement of Science, the Depart-
ment of Defense agreed in principle that this typs of survey should be
done, and we have every intention of inviting ti:s association, and also
of inviting the National Academy of Sciences and other scientific
groups, if they would participate in this survey.

The project which Admiral Lemos referred to is heing started or
initiated now. 1 believe that our activities during the remainder of this
fiscal year will be largely in planning and in reviewing the things that
have been done. I can assure you that uninvelved scientific bodies will
be invited to participate in this,

Mr. ZasLockr At a later date.

Mr, Hayware. Within the next few months.

They should be involved in the planning as well as the discussion,
8ir. So it will be done within a reasonably short time period.

Mr. ZapLockl. Some are hopeful that by then it may be a moot
question.

I have a call, will you excuse me ? Mr, Fraser . .

Admirsl Lemos. Surely.

2%-044 70 -—18



253

nll circumstances to live up to the Geneva Convention if it didn't
prove convenient, satisfactory, or necessary ?

Admiral Lemos. All T can say is that all of the efforts against
North Vietnum, including our planning of it, were subjected to
the very highest review in all responsible agencies of the Govern-
ment. I cannot conceive of the approval of plans in direct violation
of that convention.

Mr, FuLtox. But you also said, when I brought up the word “con-
sideration,” that there may have been alternative plans under consid-
oration although not used for the bombing of North Vietnam dikes
that are for the main purpose of food production,

Admiral Lrsmos. Mr. Forman correctly analyzed my problem when
he said I misinterpreted what you are saying. There are a number of
dams in North Vietnam not directly related to the problem you
propose. .

Mr. Furton. We are really trying here to get the basis for the policy
that is in effect and the limitations on the policy under international
law. So my question is based really on finding ont whether the policy
just “growed” like Topsy or it was an express fitting the policy in, the
U.S, military, under the Geneva Convention.

That isall, Mr, Chairman.

Admira) Lemos, T don’t know how to answer that question except to
say that the military do not of themselves do things in violation of
U.S. policy.

Mr. Frrron. No, T agree with you thoroughly, but that’s the other
side of the coin. T am saying, how did we in the Pnited States as a
military decision, arrive at this particular policy ? ow was the policy
arrived at?

Admiral Lrsmos. The policy not to bomb?

Mr. Frirox, The dikes of North Vietnam that have te do with food
production?

Admiral Lemogs. T am very certain it was arrived at on the basis of
consideration of thisconvention,

Mr. Friron, 8o then there were no plans ever as an alternative, by
the "8, military, even considered for the bombing of dikes of North
Vietnam that are used primarily for food production ?

Admiral Lenos. In my eapacity T ean say clearly that I am unaware
of any such plans—— :

Mr. Forrox, May we have the infermation supplied for the record,
Mr. Chairman?

Mr. Zanrocx, Very well,

{The information follows:)

Quention. Hintory of plana for bombing of damas in North Victunam ax an anti-
crop aporation?

Answer. (Biatement for record}. The Department of Nefense policy 18 not to
divulge detniis of military plans.

HOW MANY DEFOLIATION CLAIMSY

Mr. Zanwockr, 1 would Jike to clarify something. On page 10, Ad-
miral, you list the procedure under which herhiende spray is wsed. T
refer again to the payment of legal claims, “The province chief will
see that claims are paid for unjust and illegal damygre.”
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I ami not’sure when you answered my question carlier, you under-
stood what I meant 1o ask. On whese behalf was he making #hat
pledge? His Government? Our (Government ?

Admiral Lemos. His Government,

Mr. Zasroekt. T helieve 1 did ask whether you would supply for the
record, Admiral, how many claims have heen made,

Admiral Lrmos. T don’t reeall,

Mr. Zasiocki, And what will be the procedure for paying them?
I am personally satisfied that if the claims are made to the province
chief he will somehow got it to the Saigon Government and they will
et to the ULS, Government and we will be picking up the tab, Please
sapply for the committee this particular answer. It may be a very
controversial issue some day. )

Admiral Lrmos, Yoes, sir.

(The information follows:)

Queetion. Number of claims submiticd for damage from herbicide and crop
damage? Procedurcs for paying (hcac claima?

Answer (statewment for record). The US Foreign Claims Commission in RVN
has recvived 49 clalms from residents of the RVN in the rmount of $66,816 (US
dotlars) for herbicide damapges. The 43 claims adjudienied so far have been
dended vither heeanse sneh damsge wan combet reluted or ditminge abserved was
not ecpused by defodinnts. Claime agninst the U8 Government may Le payable
tor hwrt.nin Aaccidental defolintion damage resulting from a apray airerafl
mishi. .

Herbielde claims from Vietnamese and forelgn nationals residing in the RVN
are normally made agalnst the GVYN and are handled in GVN channels, Prior
to the initiation of herbicide operations, the rerpective GVN provinee chief
requests such operations and pledges indemnification for accidentsl damage to
crops and trees of friendly citizens. Procedures require that such c¢lalms be
initlated at District lovel and processed to Provinee headquarters for adjudica-
tion up to an amount of 100,000 piasters. (One US dollar cquals 118 plasters).
Claims of an amount greater than 100,000 piasters are procesaed to Headquarters,
Joint Generail Stnff and the Ministey of Defepse for adjudication op & case by
case basis. Muximum compensation payment is 500,000 piasters. The GVN pro-
grams handle the greni bulk of crop demage ciaims in RVN ; however, if a loral
national §nsists on filing a claim againat the United States because of defoliation
damages to hix property, hls ¢lniwn is accepted and investigated, The claim and
report of investigation are referred to a US Forelgn Claims Commiasion ap-
pointed by COMUSMACY for adjudication under the anthority of the Foreign
Clalms Act, 10 1'S( 2784 and PL 90521,

Bince the defolintion claims programn is being kept in GVN channels and an
active clalms program is being kept in operation by the GVN, an infiux of
compensable cliims agninst 1he UUS Government generated by the potential
termination of hostilities s nnt expected.

Mr. Zasiockr. If there are no further questions, on behalf of myself
And the entire suheonunittee, Admiral, I want to thank you for your
excellent. presentation and for the direct answers you have given to
the questions that were asked of you.

In view of the fact that certain matters are classified which you
will supply to the committee for the record, I see no reason to go
inlo executive session,

Therefore, this concludes the hearings of the subcommittee on the
internationn] asperts of chemical-biological warfare. The subcommit-
tee will stand adjourned until further notice.

Thank you, Admiral. o )

(Whereupon, at 12:35 p.m., the subcommittee was adjourned until
further notice.) .
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