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Washington. April 15. 1970
. !

Home Use of 2, 4, 5-T Suspendmd‘ ' i

Secretaxy of Agriculture Clifford M. Hardin, |Secretary of the Interiow
Walter J. Hickal snd Secrotary of Hwalth Educat#on, and Mol€are Robert B. -
. Finch today announced the. 1zmndiate suspension byithe Department of : _
7 Agriculture of the ropistrations of liquid formulptions of ‘the weed killer
2,8, SPT for uses aruund the huaa and. on lakes, ponds and ditch banks."js
~ These actxons ‘are boing tsken pursuant to tﬁe "Interagoncy Agreewent
.j. for Protection of the Public Health and the Quai#ty of the Environment in ; o
Ralation to Pest:cidep" azong the three Departments.

The three Secrataries also announced that the Departmeﬁt of Agricultura ;hﬁ
- intends to cancpl rvgistered uses of non-lxquld fornulations of 2,4, S-T a:uumd

B the howe and on all food crops intended for hunmn consumption (applos, f

The suSpansion actions were based on the opinion of the Dupnrtmont of
Health, Bducation. and Welfare that contamxnati¢n resulting from uses of_ }'T

2,4,5-T around the home ind in water areas coul&fconétituto a hazard to
New znfbrmation reported to DHEW on Monday& April 13 1970, indicates.

~ that 2,4,5-T, as woll as its contaminant, d1oxﬂns may produce abnormal _,3.
development in unborn anzmals Nearly pure 2, ,S -T was reported to cause

birth defects when 1njected at high doses into|experimental pregnant mice-_' _f§

~ but not in gats. No data on humans.are available,

o
i
i

~ (more)
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Thase actions do not eliminate reg;stered use of 2.4,5 -T fox cuntroi
.of weeds and brush on range pasture and forests or cm mghts of way

and other non-agr:cultural land. Users are cautioned; that 2,4,5-T should
,hot be used near homes or_recreat1on areas. Reg1ster¢d uses are ba1ng

reviewed by the three Departments to make certain that they include adequate
, j .

precautzons against graz:ng treated areas long enoughfafter treatment by

r
1

2,4, S T so that no contaminated meat or milk results from animals graz:ng
!
the treated area. ;

While residues of 2,4,5-T in meat and milk are yery rare, such residues :

- are illegal and rendar contaminated‘products subjectjto seizure. There is
; .

no tolerance for 2 4 5-T on meat, mxlk or any other fbed or food.

USDA will issue guidelines for dlsposal of household products containing.'”

- 2,4,5-T, The chemical is biologically decomposed 19 a moist environment,

' .-Backg_’rouhd Information
.- Secretary Finéh's Commission on Pesticides, 'whéch rkported ics fin&ings
_in November and. December 1969, expressed concern thmt research conducted
at Bionetics Research Laborator1es under the Dxreqtlon of the National
Cancer Institute, indicated that 2,4,5-T had produ¢ed a number of birth
‘defects when fed or in;ected-1nto certain strains @f mice and rats._ Because
the test material conta:ned substantial concentrations of chemical 1mpur1ties

(dloxzns) the birth abnormalities could not be atkr1buted with cartalnty
-I.

- either to 2,4,5-T, or to the impurities known to qe present. Representatives

| R
of the chemical industry pointed to evidence of extreme potency of the
impurities as toxic agents. They demonstrated that 2,4,5-T now being

‘.-marketed is of s-greater purity'than that which hhd-been tested in the

 Bionetics experiments and urged that further test;ng be undertaken to clarxfy

. i
. the questmns raised. . : _

(more )
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. o : ReSpoﬁding to this sugges;ion.aﬁd ut'i]izinq_ii materials supplied by
oﬁe of the major producers of 2,4,5-T, scientisés at the National Institutg
of Environmental Health Sciences prombtly initi%ted studies to determine
whether 2,4,5-T itself, its impurities or a cqm%ination of both, had bapsedf:f
fhe earlier findings, and whether the 2,4,5-T n%w.being marketed produces
_birth abnormalities in mice and rats. The expe;irin}ents were comp}e_ted. iast'
week ad thé statistical ar?alyses performed ovexlii'the w'e‘ek-e.nd'.‘ On'Moncllay_
an;l Tuesday of this week the analyses of- ihe daita .we;re presentéd to the_
_regulato:l'y' aée’nc_ies' of the Federél Gover_nment‘ ffmd to the meﬁbe_r;s of the
Cabinet. : - L -
The di_oxinl impurities and the 2,4,.5-1‘. as ;it is now 'manufa.ct:uréd,

‘ separatelyl' produced birth abnormalities-in thef experime-ntal'mice. 'Becaﬁse .
. - absplutely pure 2,4,5-1‘ was not avéilable for jlte.st_:in'g, it is_possible only
to infer from certain of the. observations fha{: the prlire 2,4,5-T probably -
would be found to be teratogenic if it were t;est;ad. | But, since pure | o
2,4,5-T is, not marketed -and could not be prodli.zced in commercial quantities,

this is not a ﬂracfical issue for considerlati;i;n. |

Believing that prudence must dictate acqiionl in these circumstances,

the regulatory agencies of -the Federal govenl':menﬁ aré moving to minimize
,human.expOSu_r'e_ to 2,4,5-T and. its impurities_i.l,-’l'he measures.being taken_-.

are -_:lesigﬁed to prbvide tgaximuﬁ proteciion t!o'women in the chii_dbea:ing |
years by eliminating formulation of 2,4,5«ﬁ‘ ffrom use in hbusehold.: aquatic,._
and recreai:ional are__as} Its use on food crcl';ps.wil'l ble cancelled, and use
_on range kand pastureland will be control le.-duji Maximum surveillance of vater |

i
i

(more }
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'suppiies and'marketed foods will be maintained 'as a measure of the
These measurés will be announced more B

~ effectiveness of these controls,

specifically in the Federal Register shoxrtly.

While the restriction to be imposed upon the use of this herbicide

may cause some economzc hardship, the Secretarles urged full cooperat1on

“to protect human health from potentxal hazards of 2,4,5-T, other pesticides o

and the dioxins, - ' :
The three-Secretaries commended the chemical industfy for its prompt

and willxng cooperatxon with the NIEHS in the stud1es to clarify questions
raised by the initial studies of this herbxclde and for working closely with

the FDA in- the other studies still underway. f"fhey urged the full. support

of industry, agriculture and the home gardnen in 1nsur1ng the safh use of

2,4,5-T and other pesticides which contrlbute in 1mportant ways to the

. welfare of the Nation. | ) fa

| . USDA 1176-70
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