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UNITED STATES DEPARTM': NT OF AGRICULTURE . , .

B ‘ AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH SERVICE

PESTICIDES REGULATION DIVISION ) ' &‘F‘? ge Hg?ﬂ@ !,

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20250 ok

NOTICE TO MANUFACTURERS, FORMULATORS, DISTRIBUTORS "
AND REGISTRANTS OF ECONOMIC-POISONS ,

Attention: Person Respon51b1e for Federal Ruglstratlon of . *
Economic Poisons : :

Suspension of 2, 4 5-T Products Bearlno Certa1n Dlrectxons for Use -

A P AL e B WY A e -
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Recent studies by the National Environmental Health Service of the
Department of Health, Education, and Welfare have shown that the syvh-
- guganeous administration of‘high concentrations of the purest samples
of 2,4;5-T that are practical to manufacture at the present time
produce a significant number of fetal abnormalities in mice.

L4

In accordance with the Interdepartmental "Agreement for Protection of
the Public Health and the Quality of the Environment in Relation to
* Pesticides, the Secretary of Health, Education, and Welfare has '
" advised the Secretary of Agriculture that exposure to this herbicide
-may present an imminent health hazard to women of child-bearing age
and has recommended suspen51on of certain registered uses of 2,4, 5-T.

On the basis of the above and in accordance with Section 4.c. of the
statute, it is hereby found that in order to prevent an imminent hazard:
to the public it is necessary to- suspcnd the registration for products
containing 2,4,5-T and bearlng directions for use as follows:

I.  All uses in lakes, ponds or on ditch banks.

IT. Liquid formulations for use around the home, recreation
areas, and similar sites. :

Therefore, such registratidns are hereby suspended and such products may
not be lawfully distributed in interstate commerce.

Labeling for products containing 2,4,5-T that can be modified by deleting.
the above claims may be amended. Revocation of these suspension orders '~
will be considered if 5 copies of acceptable labeling are submitted with

PR ﬁprm 9-198. , - ) .
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Harry/ﬂaya " .- ' | . ' '
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| GiTE) SVATIS DIPARTAGNT OF Yt sivtmnaun & M
UNITZD STATES DEPARTWENT OF HEALTH, EDUCATION, AND KELPARE °  ° . . .

Washington, April 15, 1970 .~ .

Home Use of 2, 4, 5-T Suspoadod:

Socw ctnry of Aw"iculturo Clifford M, Hardin, Secrctary of tho Interio@

Walter J. Hzckol, acad Socrotary of Health, Education, and Nolfaro Robart H. -

) Finch today cnmouncod tho irmodiate suspensicn by the Departuent of

Agriculture of ths rogistrations of liquid formulations of the woeod killer
2,4,5-T, fbf uses arcumd tho hoso ond on lzkes, ponds, snd ditch banks,

~ These actions are boing teken pursuant to the “Interagency Agroecomt

for Protecti01 of tke Public Health and the Quality of the Envircnnont in
Relation to ?ost1cidop" gzoeng tho threes Departments. | |

The thico Socrataries also announced that the Departmcnt of Agricultura _:é
intonds to cancel rog;stercd uses of non-11qu1d forzulations of 2,4,5-T arcuﬁﬂjj

the hooo and ca all focd creps intonded for hunan consﬂmption (aﬁplcs,

blue berrics, bariey. ¢ora, oats rice, rye and sugar cane). ‘

The usponsion act101s were based on the opinion of the Dopartmoﬂt of
Hehlth, Education, and Welfare that contamination resulting from uscs of
2,4,5-T arcund the hoze aad in water areas could'conétitute & hazerd to
human heglth.l | |

ﬁew information reported to DHEW on Monday, Ap?il 13; 1970, indicates
that 2,4,5-T, as well as it# contaninant, dioxins, may produce aﬁnormal
develoﬁment in unborn anima}s; Nearly pure 2,4,5-T was reported tdlcause_
birth defects when injecied at high doses.into experimental pregnant mice!
but not in yats, No datalon hunmans are available.

(more) |
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These actions do not eliminate registered use of 2,4,5-T for control
of weeds and brush on range, pasture, and forests or on rights of way
and othef non-agriéultural land, Users are cautioned that 2,4,5-T should
.hot be used near homes or recreation areas. Registered uses arelbeing
reviewed by the three Departments to make certéin that they include adequate‘
precautions against.graziné treated areas iong enough aftér treatment by |
2,4,5—T so that no contaminated meat or milk results from animal§ graziﬂg
the treated area...

While residues of.2,4,5-f iq meat and milk are very rare, such fesidues.
are illegal and render contéminated'p;odﬁcts subjecé to séizure. There is
no tolerance for 2,4;5~T on meat, milk or any other feed or fqod.

USDA will issue guidelines for disposal of household products‘contaihing;'
2,4,5-T. The chemic#l is biologically decomposed in a moist environment. |

Backgyouhd Information

Secretary Finﬁh's Comnission on Pes;icides,'which feported its findings
in November and Decembef_1959, expressed concern that research conducted
at Bionetics Reé?arch Laboratories, under the‘Direction of the Nafional
Cancer ;nstitute. indicated that 2,4,5-T had produced a number of birth
defects when fed or injected into certain strains of mice and rats, Bccausé
the test material c&ntainod substantial concentrations of chemical impurities
(dioxiné}, the birth abnormalities could not be attribdted with certainty
either-to 2:4,5-T, or to the impurities known to Be present, Representatives
of the cheﬁical industry pointed to evidence of extreme potency of fhe
impurities as toxic agenfs. They demonstrated that 2,4,5-T now being
-m;rketed is bf R greater purity than that which had beenltested in the
" Bionetics experiments ;nd urged that further testing be undertakenlto clar;fy

the questions raised..

{more )
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Responding to this suggestlon and utx]lzlng materials supplied by

one of the major producers of 2,4,5-T, scientists at the Natxonal Institute ;

of Environmental Health Sciences promptly 1n1t1ated studies to.determine
whether 2,4,5-T 1tself, its impurities or a combination of both, had caused
fhe earlier findings, and whether the 2,4 ,5-T now being marketed produces
birth abnormalities in mice and rats. The experiments were completed last
week ad thé statistical analyses performed over'the weekénd.. On‘Monday
ané Tuesday of this week the analyses ofltho data uefe presented to the_
regulatofy ééeﬁcies'of the Federél Government‘and to the meﬁbe;s of the

Cabinet,

*

The dioxin‘imphrities an@ the 2,4,5-f as it is now‘manufacturéd,
separately produced birth abnormalities in the experiméntal mice. Becaﬁse
absolutely pure 2,4,5-T was not avgilable for testing, it is possible only
to infer from certaxn of the observat1ons that the pure 2,4,5-T probably

would be found to be teratogenlc if it were tcsted But, since pure

2,4,5-T is,not marketed and could not be produced in commercial gquantities,

this is not a practical issue for consideration,

Believing that prudenté-must dictate action.in these circumstances;
the regulatory agencies of-the Federal, government are moving to minimize
human exposure to 2,4,5-T and its impurities. .The measures.being taken

are designed to provide maximum protection to women in the childbsaring

years by eliminating formulation of 2,4,5-T from use in hbusehold,'aquatiC,

and recreational areas. Its use on food crops will be cancelled, and use

"on range fand pastureland will be controlled. Maximum surveillance of water

{more }
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suppiies and marketed foods will be maintained as a measure of the

effectiveness of these controls. These measures will be announced more

specifically in the Federal Register shortly. o o

Sl

While the restriction to be imposed upon the use of this herbicide
may cause some economic hardship, the Secretaries urged full cooperation
"to protect human health from potential hazards of 2,4,5-T, other pesticides

and the dioxins,

B e P I Tt

The three Secretaries commended the chemical.industfy for its prompt
and willing-cooperatibn with the‘NIEHS in the studies to clarify questions
raised by the initial studies of this herbicide and forlworking closely_with-ﬁ
the FDA in-the other studies still underway. They urged the full support ks
of industry, agriculture and the home gardner in insuring the safe use ofl o

2,4,5-T and other pesticides which contribute in important ways to the

. welfare of the Nation.

USDA 1176-T0
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