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UIILTED STATES OT AMERICA
ENVIAPXHEBTKL PROTECTION ACENCY

BUFORE THE ADMIMISTRATOR

in re:
2,4,5~Trichloraphanoxy-
acetic Acid

I. P, & &, Dockat No. 285

Tt Nt st N

RIESPONSE OF THZ SECRMTARY OF AGRICULITURE TO THE
IG3UES IO BE DISCUSSHEDR Th THE ADMINISTRATLIVE
HEARING CONCEBRMNING TH: HIR3ICIDE 2,4,5-T

In a notice of intent to hold a hzaring with respect to tha.
herbicide 2,4,5-T (38 F.R. 19880), thz Assistant Administrator
" EoyBazardous Materlals Control imsim:cted "'that any person wishing
A0 bheeoze a party to thia hearlng ccollzd by we today on all olher
naa3 0f 2,4,51 sﬁall £ile a responss to the accompanylnﬂ statemsznt
of igsuzs . . . " The aforesald notizs then specifind four issues

to bs addressad at the above-capticos:

(R

administrative hearing con-
garning tha use of the herblcide 2,%4,3-T. Accordimgly; and in cea-
pliance with the s2bove-pentioned regiirement, the Secrstary of
Agriculture of the United States (herzinafter referred to as the
Soeretaty) is providing this serdatiz zasponse to the gquestions
nognd. | ‘
o ballave thac 2

;75 3~T as prassutly rezleter md 5 aa indls--

wansable tool Iz providiapg the Nation with iis uecessary supply of



clsazly to establish at this hsaring that the use of 2,4,5-T on

-+

rights-of-way, rice crop laad, pasture and rtangs larnd, 2nd forsst
1and provides not only aa effectiva and economical control of
harbaclous weads and brush, but alsc 2,4,5-T providas such control

ut endangering human health and without unreasonable adves

eifecis on the enviromment, o

Cuastion 1. Whather 2,4,5-T products presently re¢i tered,
ov pither waterialsg 5Uam*£ted in Gug? vt of thess regisirations
earmnllas with the provisions of Federal Insectlcide, Fungleids,
and Rodeaticide Act, ag amended,

Secrion 3(c)(5) of the Tederal Insescticide, Funglcide, and
Rodenticide Act, as amzndad, rveads im part:

Tha Administrator shall rezister a pesticida 1f CoC
he determines that, when considsr
reatrictions inposed under subssction (d) -

function with-

{C) 41t will pecform its inveaded
Zfzzis on the envizon—

ol urreaaonable adversa e

meat; and

{D) whan used in accordancs with widagpread and
cornonly recognized practics it will unot gener—
ally couse unreasonable adverse affscts on tha

gavivopment,
Az will be discussad nore fully in responding to questlons
2 and 3, we believe that 2,4,3~T doss comply with the provisions of

to=a Fedaral Tnsecticlde, Fungleide, oxd Rodenticide Act, as amended,

ia ¥hat 4t will perform fts functios vithout unveascnable adverse

L 2 —— !



M

effecis on the envirommant, avd whaon used In ace
apraad, cowmonly recognlzad practice, doss not g
unrgasonable adverse effacts on the enviroommant.

Cusstion 2, Whethar 2,4,5~T will perform i

QI?;IC% wilith wide~-

enarally cause

ts dntended fupc-

tion without unveasonable effacts on the envirvonment,

We balieve the harbicide 2,4,5-T willl perfo

m lts Intendesd

functlon without unrsascnable adverse effects on the enviromment.

2,4,5~7 1s a herbiclde used for over 20 y=ars to

control harbacious

weads and brush., It has been used effectively for years in the

TUnltad States for wead coniroel on pasture and range land, rights-

of-way, xlce crop land, and foresr land,

2,4,5~T can be usad to control a number of weads in vice, but

its main nesed 1Is on curly indigo, 2 garious weed

problenm la xice.

It iz alzo used on ducksalad at four o six weeks after rics seed—

1iuz emergence but well bafore fiowaring. 2,4,5

tive becouse of 1ts superlor conirel oI curly in

~T 1s most affeg-

digo, and it is

praferred over othex pnﬂﬂoxy herbicidzs because of 1t3 less delgw

t%xious affect on nelghboring crops.

i i

f’/’dFWW\ 2,4,5-T iz effective in the conizel of some

voody weads on range land, forast lazd, and righ

I ——
affactg on the envirorment when thz nerbicide 2

appliad for the control of woody wxuds on range

rnd rightg~of~way.

controllad by sprays of Z2,4,~D. Thzre are no unreasonabla

ninety species of

ts-of-way. Only

about one~half of the woody plants :sntrolled by 2,4,5-T can be

adverss

»#,3-T 1s properly

land, forest lamd,



In studiazs favolving aveas of the United Statas whawva 2,4,5-T
Ls comzmonly uzed, it has been found that 2,4,3~T i3 nob persisiant

in the enviropnent, It does not bloceoocanirate, and thare are wo

B - “m\_Y

knowa health~related p rghlamsucaugad“hgﬁifs use.  Any concentrations
S A ooTEEn | e

of 2,4,5~T found 1n the air, food, or water ware far below blologi-

rally s1Z8151cant levels; acd zt such levels, 2,4,5~T has no adverse

pfiacts on humans or animals.

gjds ton 3. Whether, when us

@d in accordance with widespread
and con:odly racognizaed practice, 2

,4,5-T generally causes unrea—~
gonable 2ffecis on tha eavironment, as defined by the Federal Insac-
ticddse, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act, as amendsad.

Ag stated earllexr, the herbicide 2,4,5-T is commonly used to
eontrol herbaclous weeds and brush on pasturse and range land, righ£s~
of-yay, vice crop land, and forest land, Tha herblcide is applied
in ldiquid form as a diluted spray end at a rate and manmer which
are ewvlronmentally safe, o

2,8,5~T provides a low cost, aflzciive control of herbacious
waeds and brush, thersby contributisg substantially to the produc—
tlon of_a raagonably nrxcad food, wizrar, fiber, zud energy supply
ia the Uaiied States, If the use I 2
the wesull would be addirvional coscs of many nillions of dollars to
farm and n01fnrm users, It is rezzondable to =zpect that the ensuf‘

ing increased production costs would aventually be passad on to the

eoasuner in tha form of higher priizs for, and shortages of, food,

-

Fibay, timcar, and enerzy.



rerjatrations of 2,4,5-T aboeuld ba
(=] b ]

vesently availabla, couplad with the
anrlaipated restimony and dacuments to be addoced, we do nok telieve
the prasenl reglstrations for the use of the herbledde 2,4,5-T on
zice evep land, pastuxe émd range land, forest land, and rights~of~
wxy should be canceled, nor should dts classification ba changed,
It i3 our belief that these uses fully comply with the.pravisions of

the Faderal Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticlde Ackt, as amended,

Begpectfully submitted,

'jgﬁwia&'
FRED 3, TSCHIRLEY

Acking Coordinator "
Axrizonmental Qualify Activities
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