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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

ENVI310XIZNT.AL PROTECTION AGENCY

BEFORE THS AK-iliflSTHATOR

ra:

2j4,5-Trichloropaano:cy— )
acetic Acid )

I. P. & R. Docket No. 295

BSSPONSE 0? TI-I3 SECRETARY OF AGRICDLTDRE TO THE
ISSUES TO B£ DISCUSSED IN THE ADMINISTRATIVE

arr^ REARING CONCERNING TEE HIRBICIDjl 2,4;5-T ..

la a notice of intent to hold a hearing with respect to the

.hsrblclda 2,4,5-T (33 F,R; 19860), cha Assistant Adniaistrator

"for"Hazardous Materials Control instructed "that any parson wishing

.-£o bacons a party to this hearing col lac by me today oa all other,

'tiaes of 2,4>5-T shall file a response to the accompanying statensnt

of issuas ,' . . " Tha -aforesaid c.aci~= then specified four issues

to be addressed at the above-capticnac administrative hearing con-

cerning the use of the herbicide 2»i,5-T. Accordingly, and in con-

plianca with the above-niantioned rec:uirssent? ths Secretary of

Agriculture of the. United States (hereinafter, referred to as .the

Secretary) is providing this seriatir. response to the questions

pogad.

rfh. bal.iv.ve that 2>4,3-'I as prerse^Cly registered la ao. indis-

psr;3a"ble tool in. proviciiag the Natioti with its necassery supply of



foo-'lj, fiber, and timber safely and economically. It io also essen-

tial to the. clearing ami maintenance of lap or cant rights~o£-way

trlf.al to transportation arid energy in this country'. We intend

clearly to establish at this hearing that the use of 2,4,5-T on

rights-of-way, rice crop land, pasture and range land, and forest

land provides not only an effectiva and economical control of

herbacioua weeds and brush, but also 2,4,5-T provides such control

-without endangering human, health and without unreasonable adverse

effaces on the environment,

$!ii;_?M-5B_i' Whether 2,4,5-T products presently registered,,
or other natarials submitted in support of these registrations
complies with the provisions of Federal Insecticides Fungicide,
and Rodenticide Act, as am and ad.

Section 3(c)(5) of the Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, and

llodeaticide Act, as amended, reads in part:

Th-a Administrator shall register a pesticide if • ~
b-a determines that, when considered with any

• restrictions imposed under subsection (d) - ..... ____

(C) it will perform its incended function with-
out unreasonable adverse effects on the environ-
ment; and

(D) whan, used in accordance vith widaspraad and
coir,aonly recognised practice it will not gener-
ally causa unreasonable adverse effects on tha
environment .

As will ba discussed more fully in responding to questions

2 and 3, we believe that 2S4S5-T doss comply with the provisions of

t'a-2 Peaaral Insecticide, Fungicide > end Rodenticide Acts as aiaended,

la that it will perform its function -,-ithout unreasonable adverse



effects on the environment, ar.d when used in accordi.ii.ica with vicla-

aprsads coczoaly recognized practice, doss not generally causa

unreasonable adverse effects on the environment.

fiir.^;A£IL_?.- Whether 2,4,5-T will parform its intended func-
tion without unreasonable effects on the environment*

We balieva the herbicide 2,4^5-T will perform its intended

finaction without unreasonable adverse effects on the environment.

2,4,5-T is a. herbicide used for over 20 years to control harbacious

weeds and brush. It has been used affectivaly for years in the

Unit-ad States for weed control on pasture and ranga land, rights-

of-way, srica crop land,, and, ferase land, -

2.,4,5-T can ba used to control a nutaber of veads in rica, but

its Bain naed is on curly indigo, a serious weed problem in rica.

Xt is also used on ducksalad at four to six weeks after rice seed-

ling emergence but vail before flowering. 2,4,5-T is most effec-

tive because, of its superior control of curly indigo, and it is

preferred over other phanoxy herbicides because of its less dele-

terious effect on neighboring crops*

2j>4j,5-T is effective in the ccr-rrol of some ninety species of

woody weeds on ranga land, forest land, and rights-of-way. Only

about one-half of the woody plants controlled by 2,4,5-T can ba

controlled by sprays of 2,4,~D. Tb-^ra ara no unreasonable adverse
"̂i ' ' ~~~r

effects on the environment when tha herbicide 2,4,5-T is properly

applied for the control of woody v»«d5 on range land, forest lanclj,

end rights-of-way.



Ill atuaies involving areas of tha United Statas where ?. ,4,5-T

is CGirnonly used., it has bean found that 2,4,5-T 1.3 not persistent

in the environment., it does not fcloconcsntrata, and thara are no

Icnô -a health-related problems •cauŝ .Jqv its use. Any CiDai.an.tr 2. tions

of 2^4j5~T found in the air, food, or water ware far below biologi~

aallyljTsnlricant levels; and at such levels .p 2,4,5-T has no adverse

affects on humans or animals. • •

-0!1.-̂  . Whether , when used in accordance with widespread
and corr-conly recognizsd practice, 2,4,5-1 generally causes unrea-
sonable effects on the environment, as defined by the Federal Insac-
ticida. Fungicide, and Rodar.ticide Act, as araendad.

AB stated earlier, the herbicide 2,4,5-T is cocimonly used to

control herbacious weeds and brush on pasture and ranga land, rights-

of-way, rice crop land, and forest land. The herbicide is applied

In liquid fora as a diluted spray and at a rate and manner which

are environmentally safe,

2s4j5~T provides a low cost> affective control of harbacious

waeds and brush, thereby contributing substantially to the produc-

tion 'of a> reasonably priced food, cinrar, fiber, and energy supply "

in tha United States. I£ the use cf 2,4,5-T ware, to be restricted >

tha result would be additional cose 3 of taany nillions of dollars to

fara and nonf arm users. It is reasonable to expect that tha en.su-'

iag increased production costs would eventually be passed on to tha

consuner in tha fora of higher prizes for, and shortages of, £ood9

4'ibsr, tisbar, and energy.



fil-l£3.il2ii_A' T""nf-thur the registration.'? of 2,4,5-T should bs
c~r;~3lad or its classification changed.

la view of the evidence presently available, couplad with tha

nil ti-sip a tad testimony and documents to be adduced, we do not believe

tha present registrations for the use of the herbicide 2,4,5-T on

trj.ce crop laud, paature aad range land, forest land,, and rights-of-

•5/ay should ha canceled, nor should its classification bs changed.

It is our belief that these uses fully comply with tha provisions of

tha Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act, as amended.

Respectfully submitted,

FRED H. TSCHIRLEY
Acting Coordinator
Environmental Quality Activities
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