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This-N-That

It never amazes me how almost every Secretary of the
VA has done their level best to deny medical care and
treatment, not to mention benefits to those who have
served.

Robert Wilkie is no different in that aspect, he's
denying scientific evidence that has been around for a
very long time to refuse adding several illnesses to the
presumptive list.

Robert Wilkie never had boots on the ground, never

served in a combat zone, was never exposed to
herbicides and chemicals or burn pits, so what makes
him the ultimate source to make decision on what is
and what is not valid science?

It's no wonder Robert Wilkie doesn't have time to
investigate serious problems all within the VA Medical

 

http://www.veterans-for-change.org
http://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/223-contamination-chemical-burn-pits/9509-va-disagrees-with-scientists-findings-linking-4-more-diseases-to-agent-orange-exposure


investigate serious problems all within the VA Medical
Center Walls, his administration, he's been too busy
trying to dig up dirt on a Hill Staffer who has filed claim
of sexual abuse.

Since when it this his job? And why would he go
against a GAO investigation proving the allegations
were in fact true?

Which leads me to the ultimate question, why has he
not been terminated?

Finally the House passed a bill which would allow the
VA to fund Service Dogs for Veterans with PTSD,
frankly this is long over due and about darn time, and I
do anticipate the Senate to follow order and pass it as
well!

Again, I have posted a few more articles on those who
have committed theft against the VA, tried and
convicted and I still have to ask, where is the
accountability? Who is being held responsible for
allowing this to happen not just once but over and

over?

And does this further go to prove my theory that all
these funds that have been stolen eventually trickle
down and come out of funds that would or should be
paid to Veterans to cover benefits earned and due and
this is why many claims get left on desks, file cabinets,
tucked away out of mind and out of sight or simply
denied!

Then add to that the further and continued delays on
the activating the Electronic Health Records System.



One of the biggest problems and few people know
about, and those who do won't speak out for fear of
loss of job, and to further protect their bosses (ie. VA
Medical Center Directors) is that each VA Medical
Center has their own IT department, and each one can
and has re-written code into their facilities software
further allowing the cooking of the books on
appointments, allowing medical records to be altered,
medical notes being changed, and it all goes on and
on.

Several years ago the main IT Department in DC was
fully staffed by family members of the Director of the IT
Department and those who were not trained and
educated were sent to college using VA funds, and
back then Shenseki literally trashed millions of dollars
in programming because it didn't work and stopped
more money being flushed down the toilet on useless
programs.

Man years ago I used what was breaking technology in
a hospital here in Southern California and it was
fantastic. If you made a medical note and didn't matter
who you were, if you were a doctor, clinician, nurse
those notes and comments could not be altered and
not one in the hospital had the ability to alter code. This
forced you to make an addendum note where you had
to explain the error in the initial note and give the
proper information.

So if you accidentally posted a note meant for another
patient, you had to explain that error, and were forced
to post the note to the proper record, and there was an
audit trail.



Well that program is still in use today, has grown,
expanded and is in almost all hospitals in Southern
California and I have no clue how many other hospitals
nationwide. But I do know it all ties in to electronic
medical equipment so it's all recorded on that patients
records.

Any medications pulled for that patient had to be noted
in the pharmacy computer on each floors nursing
station, verified by another nurse and this too was
electronically recorded.

And if you went to another hospital, they would have
immediate access to those prior records, you didn't
need to request copies, your doctor didn't need to
request copies, voila, all problems were addressed and
solved.

And over the past five years it's also been tied into
insurance claims systems, and within minutes in most
cases, claims were approved. Complex cases were
handed off for human intervention, now think about all
the costs savings this has produced! And this begs the
question why the VA has never considered this
program?

It seems so easy for the VA to outsource medical care
for Veterans, does it not make better since to actually
outsource a medical records system that could be
easily programmed to handle not only medical
diagnosis, but also handle claims and be approved
within minutes?

All I can do is imagine how many millions if not billions
that could be saved and not just in manpower, and be



far more accurate than a human!

Over the past week we've added over 100 memorials
to the Memorial Pages, and there will be more to come

now that the page has been repaired.

In addition 97 more web links have been added, and
50 more new documents have been added, all these
will be being added to again this coming week. So do
check often, and the new documents added have a
flag that says "new" to quickly identify them.

We have also manually approved 50+ new
subscribers, so that still hasn't been fully repaired, but
it is coming, until then we will manually approve and
send an E-Mail to let you know.

Also remember come March 1st, many of the
document libraries will be limited to subscribers only
again. We've had them open to anyone for over eight
months to allow everyone to see what types of
information we're providing and show how hard we
work at trying to obtain more and more information to
pass on to you to save time from doing your own
research which often times can take months to find.

Now it's time to return the library to a limited one for
non-subscribers and open to everything for
subscribers.

Again the polls are 100% fully functional again after a
long time of not working properly, so please visit the
polls section, and participate.

The final three repairs that are being worked on is our
"Contact Us" page, the "forums" and new subscriber



"authentication.

Once those are completed we will begin working on
modifying the web site to give it a face lift since it's
been years of looking the same.

I do want to thank everyone who has been sending me
E-Mails telling me of their particular stories, I've been
able to answer many, but I still have many more to
answer so please be patient, and if you've not told me
your story, and choose to, there is still time.

I would still like to hear Veterans stories on the
following:

• Claim Denials (any reason) 
• MST (Military Sexual Trauma) 
• Service at local VAMC (Good, bad and ugly) 
• Specific Illness denied based on coverage

On behalf of our Volunteers nationwide and myself, we
wish you and your family good health!

Respectfully, 
Jim Davis 
Founder 
Jim.Davis@Veterans-For-Change.org

Concurrent Receipt Bill Introduced in
the House

Today, Congressman Gus Bilirakis (R-Fla.) introduced
a VFW-championed bill, H.R.5995, the Major Richard
Star Act which would expand concurrent receipt
eligibility to service members who were medically
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discharged. The Major Richard Star Act would provide
total offset relief for certain Veterans. The VFW would
like to thank Rep. Bilirakis for his leadership on this
issue and his continued commitment to America’s
military and Veterans.

Here's the List of Military Clinics That
Will No Longer Serve Retirees, Families

Pentagon officials on Feb. 19 released a list of military
treatment facilities and clinics that will no longer
provide care to military retirees and active-duty families
as part of a shift in focus to supporting active-duty
readiness. The list is included in a 61-page report to
Congress delivered Feb. 19. The report lays out the
process through which officials selected the locations
slated for changes. Read more here.
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Check us out today: www.Veterans-for-change.org

VA Update on Caregivers and Agent
Orange

On Thursday, Secretary of Veterans Affairs Robert
Wilkie testified before the House Committee on
Veterans’ Affairs to discuss the fiscal year 2021 budget
request for VA. Committee members asked Wilkie

http://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/210-veterans-affairs/9522-va-improperly-paid-out-more-than-300-000-in-disability-claims
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request for VA. Committee members asked Wilkie
when VA will expand the caregiver program and
whether it will add bladder cancer, parkinsonism,
hypertension, and hyperthyroidism to the list of
conditions presumed to be associated with exposure to
Agent Orange. Wilkie indicated that VA would release
its plan to expand the caregiver program next week
and indicated that his father is impacted by Agent
Orange exposure so he is working hard to make it
right. VFW National Legislative Service Director Carlos
Fuentes testified alongside the VFW’s Independent
Budget (IB) partners DAV (Disabled American
Veterans) and Paralyzed Veterans of America. The
IB’s budget recommendation is more than $4 billion
higher than the Administration’s request. Read the
testimony. Watch the hearing.

The Veterans-For-Change website has been around

since 2009. The looks pretty much stay the same, but
in the background our new webmaster has been
making repairs to things that haven't worked properly in
over a year.

There are still repairs being made, but the polls are
now working 100% and there are five polls open to all
to take.

Constant improvement and change is being done to
make our website the most user friendly “One-Stop-
Shop” website to find almost everything you might
have tried to find searching the internet.

https://docs.house.gov/Committee/Calendar/ByEvent.aspx?EventID=110536
https://youtu.be/qscbMFIwY6I?t=890


have tried to find searching the internet.

Almost a hundred people have been involved;
collecting web links to documents now houses on the
VFC website, collecting thousands of web links for
various issues, illnesses and benefits. Creating forums
for all eras of service and two forums one just for men
and one just for woman where you can go question,
comment, share medical and personal concerns, what
ever you’d like it to be.

We also have a forum with for Mental Health and are
currently seeking a new Licensed Mental Health
Worker, where you can seek help or just ask
questions.

We average 4,746 hits per day, and downloads

average 6,909 per day with a total 5,919,891 visitors
as of Friday.

If you subscribe you will have full access to the entire
website and best of all it’s FREE of charge! You just
need a valid E-mail address so the system can send
you a confirmation E-Mail. Once received, click on the
link to be authorized automatically.

www.Veterans-for-change.org

• Documents Library with over 18,560 documents in
171+ Libraries, added 41 documents on-line (Updated:
02/03/20) 
• FAQ's on-line with 1,790 FAQ's on 101 topics!
(Updated 08/29/19 - 128 NEW) 
• Multiple Forums 
o Afghanistan Veterans 
o FMP - Foreign Medial Program 

http://www.veterans-for-change.org


o FMP - Foreign Medial Program 
o Gulf War & Desert Storm Veterans 
o Iraq Veterans 
o Korean Veterans 
o Men Veterans Forum 
o Mental Health for Veterans (Counselor Needed) 
o Political Issues 
o Suggestion Box 
o The Mess Hall 
o VA Hospitals and Medical Centers 

o Veteran Affairs 
o Vietnam Veterans 
o Welcome Mat 
o Women Veterans Forum 
o WW II Veterans 
• Job Postings 
• Memorial Pages (Updated: 02/26/18) (115 Added) 
• News (Articles On-Line: 9,522) 
• Polls 
• Web Links, more than 7,406, Added 97 New Links
(Updated: 02/27/20)

If you have a submission for the memorial pages, E-
Mail: Jim.Davis@Veterans-for-change.org

Dental Care Tips for Kids Using
TRICARE Dental Program

From babies to teenagers, practicing good dental
hygiene is important for children of all ages. Parents
play a critical role in developing these positive, healthy
behaviors at a young age. Because February is
National Children's Dental Health Month, here are
some tips to help keep your child's teeth healthy and
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some tips to help keep your child's teeth healthy and
strong through the years.

To learn more, read the full article.

Below are links to all currently active pre-written E-
Mails to many pieces of legislation. We ask that you go
to each one, and send the pre-written E-Mails, and to
also call your Reps or Senators and ask for their
support on a weekly basis!

You don't need to be Active Duty or a Veteran, in fact
we ask all Veteran friends to also help!
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https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDAyMjUuMTc3MTc2MDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy50cmljYXJlLm1pbC9Db3ZlcmVkU2VydmljZXMvQmVuZWZpdFVwZGF0ZXMvQXJjaGl2ZXMvMl8yNF8yMF9EZW50YWxf
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Choice
Act

Joint Hearing for DAV at House and
Senate Veterans' Affairs Committees

This afternoon, I had the privilege of delivering DAV's
legislative program to a joint session of the House and
Senate Veterans' Affairs Committees.

To view video of the hearing, please click here.

To read my full written statement, please click here.

I look forward to continuing this work throughout the
coming months. As always, thank you for your interest
in the legislative work of the DAV.

Stephen Whitehead 
DAV National Commander

http://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/229-legislation/9362-s-2810-the-veterans-hearing-benefits-act-of-2019
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http://cqrcengage.com/dav/app/thru?ep=AAAAC2Flc0NpcGhlcjAxgSXdgzO3DE0zNJ4i38anxUbJxCN6AFzjx_9DZ83vkHnhUsEN3duCVXWn7NKPHuHlzp61WUEOyeh_pxpPAAcBnzaT7wf29NQOaK76K7Z4MHgvcrxbtrYcVgG07cV3tLh1TlBD5SE2Vs5Ozy-4J8St1XG4P8JWktH9eocVC2bLR4728TT9IcFXNafuY8h3yQEM&lp=0


DAV National Commander

Expansion of SCRA

The House this week approved the "Gold Star
Spouses and Spouses of Injured Servicemembers
Leasing Relief Expansion Act" (H.R. 2227), sponsored
by Representative Cheri Bustos (IL) and Brad
Wenstrup (OH). The bill would extend the
Servicemembers Civil Relief Act, allowing spouses of
catastrophically injured service members to terminate
property leases and automobile leases and Gold Star
spouses to terminate automobile leases.

In December 2018, President Trump signed into law
the Gold Star Spouses Leasing Relief Act (H.R.5882)
allowing surviving spouses of service members killed
in the line of duty to terminate residential leases at the
time of the service member's death without penalty.

The provision of the current law does not include
leases on automobiles nor the spouses of
catastrophically disabled service members. Spouses of
catastrophically disabled service members often
require special housing or automobile accommodations
for the service member. The requirement to break a
lease is once again on the table with severe financial
penalties. Representatives Cheri Bustos (IL)
introduced an expansion of the 2018 law that would
eliminate this loophole and alleviate potential financial
burdens for service members and their families.

The bill now goes to the Senate for further
consideration.



~~Follow us on MEWE ~~

Follow us on MEWE! The support staff at MEWE is
responsive, open to suggestions and works very hard
to protect your personal information.

We hope you will join us on this new site.

VETERANS-FOR-CHANGE

HOMELESS HEROES PROGRAM OF VETERANS-
FOR-CHANGE

AMVETS GROUP

VETERANS SOCIAL GROUP

{USAVET} SUPPORTING GOD & ALL WHO
SERVED OUR GREAT NATION

AMERICANS FOR SOVEREIGNTY

http://www.mewe.com
http://www.mewe.com
http://www.mewe.com/join/Veterans-for-change
http://www.mewe.com/join/homelessheroesprogramofVeterans-for-change
http://www.mewe.com/join/amVetsgroup
http://www.mewe.com/join/Veteranssocialgroup
http://www.mewe.com/join/usaVetsupportinggodallwhoserveandserve
http://www.mewe.com/join/americansforsovereignty


VVA National President, testifies before

House/Senate Veterans Affairs
Committee

On February 26, 2020, Vietnam Veterans of America,
National President, John Rowan will present VVA
Legislative Priorities and Policy Initiatives for the 116th
Congress, before the House and Senate Veterans
Affairs Committee. Legislative presentations will also
be presented by Lt. Gen. Michael S. Linnington (Ret.)
Chief Executive Officer, Wounded Warrior Project, Dr.
Thomas A. Zampieri, National President, Blinded
Veterans Association, John Hilgert, President, National
Association of State Directors of Veterans Affairs,
Harvey Weiner, National Commander, Jewish War
Veterans, Felix Garcia III, National Commander,
Military Order of the Purple Heart and Jan Brown,
National Commander, American Veterans (AMVETS).

Hearing time: 2:00pm (EST)

Where: U.S. Dirksen Senate Office Building room G-
50, Washington, DC 20510

Watch the hearing on February 26, 2020 live at
https://www.Veterans.senate.gov/

VVA testimony will be posted on our website at:
https://vva.org/category/vva-testimony/

Click the link below to sign the petition: 
https://www.votervoice.net/BroadcastLinks/3SXPYNX5YvUgCMm4AJQFuQ

https://www.veterans.senate.gov/
https://vva.org/category/vva-testimony/
https://www.votervoice.net/BroadcastLinks/3SXPYNX5YvUgCMm4AJQFuQ


Secretary of Defense Enacts Only Parts
of the Tenant Bill of Rights

Privatized military housing was again highlighted this
week during the House Armed Service Committee
FY2021 Defense Budget hearing.

Recent news reports on privatized military housing
condition paints a picture of horrific inexcusable living
situations confronting military families. Although
Congress took measures to rectify the situation within
FY2020 NDAA (S.1790) with an addition of the tenant
bill of rights, there's still much room for improvement.
On February 25th, Secretary of Defense Dr. Mark T.
Esper, Secretary of the Army Ryan D. McCarthy,
Acting Secretary of the Navy Thomas B. Modly and

Secretary of the Air Force Barbara M. Barrett signed
the Military Housing Privatization Initiative Tenant Bill
of Rights. However, the secretaries only signed 15 of
the 18 stated rights as authorized by congress. The
following 3 rights were excluded from the letter:

• Access to maintenance history. 
• Process for dispute resolution. 
• Withholding of rent until disputes are resolve.



At the hearing Representative Kendra Horn (OK)
asked why the three policies were excluded from the
letter, to which Secretary Esper explained, the
omission is due to restraints from legal contracts with
these companies which needs to be addressed. Rep.
Horn noted the exclusions are the crux of
accountability in the entire Tenant Bill of Rights.
However, the Secretary promised to work with
Congress to ensure the benefits of these rights are
fully available.

Privatization of military housing began in 1996 with the
Military Housing Privatization Initiative (MHPI). Since
then, private companies manage, repair, renovate,
construct and operate base housing. Some military
families claim that there is little to no accountability or
oversight of these companies. FRA is working to
ensure service members and their families have safe,
quality homes and communities. The Association
wants to increase the accountability of privatized
housing companies by putting more oversight authority
in the hands of local military leaders.

Fisher House Foundation President
Visits VFW to Discuss New Fisher

House

On Wednesday, Fisher House Foundation, Inc.
President David Coker and Fisher House Foundation,
Inc. Vice President of Communications Michelle
Baldanza met with VFW Director of Operations
Anthony Lowe, and VFW Director of Communications
and Public Affairs Terrence Hayes, to discuss the
ground breaking of the Fisher House in Kansas City,



ground breaking of the Fisher House in Kansas City,
Missouri, in July. “The Fisher House Foundation has
been, and continues to be, a vital part of military and
Veteran families’ rehabilitation and recovery
worldwide,” said Hayes. The home will serve as a 16-
suite comfort home for military and Veteran families
who stay free of charge while loved ones are in the
hospital. These homes are located at military and VA
medical centers around the world. Learn more.

1. Black
Lung
Benefits
Program:
Improved
Oversight
of
Coal
Mine
Operator
Insurance
Is

https://fisherhouse.org/
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJlbWFpbCI6ImppbS5kYXZpc0B2ZXRlcmFucy1mb3ItY2hhbmdlLm9yZyIsImJ1bGxldGluX2xpbmtfaWQiOiIxMDEiLCJzdWJzY3JpYmVyX2lkIjoiNjg2NjYwNzYxIiwibGlua19pZCI6Ijc2NjEwNDA5NyIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpkaWdlc3QiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5nYW8uZ292L3Byb2R1Y3RzL0dBTy0yMC0yMT91dG1fY2FtcGFpZ249dXNnYW9fZW1haWwmdXRtX2NvbnRlbnQ9dG9waWNfd29ya2VyZmFtaWx5YXNzaXN0YW5jZSZ1dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkiLCJidWxsZXRpbl9pZCI6IjIwMjAwMjI2LjE3ODE0NDYxIn0.Fc6wsUDd4K6dxMKiuC6OHfEfxgeLOK787lKC2


Is
Needed

2. Navy
Ship
Maintenance:
Actions
Needed
to
Address
Maintenance
Delays
for
Surface
Ships
Based
Overseas

3. Individual
Retirement
Accounts:
IRS
Could
Better
Inform
Taxpayers
about
and
Detect
Noncompliance
Related
to
Unconventional
Assets

4. Individual
Retirement
Accounts:
IRS
Could
Better
Inform
Taxpayers
about

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJlbWFpbCI6ImppbS5kYXZpc0B2ZXRlcmFucy1mb3ItY2hhbmdlLm9yZyIsImJ1bGxldGluX2xpbmtfaWQiOiIxMDEiLCJzdWJzY3JpYmVyX2lkIjoiNjg2NjYwNzYxIiwibGlua19pZCI6Ijc2NjEwNDExNyIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpkaWdlc3QiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5nYW8uZ292L3Byb2R1Y3RzL0dBTy0yMC04Nj91dG1fY2FtcGFpZ249dXNnYW9fZW1haWwmdXRtX2NvbnRlbnQ9dG9waWNfdHJhbnNwb3J0YXRpb24mdXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fc291cmNlPWdvdmRlbGl2ZXJ5IiwiYnVsbGV0aW5faWQiOiIyMDIwMDIyNi4xNzgxNDQ3MSJ9.bXiyt1tHZ2VfPLqAhqYDq5xMvxgRi4CKAE869Ux06TI
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJlbWFpbCI6ImppbS5kYXZpc0B2ZXRlcmFucy1mb3ItY2hhbmdlLm9yZyIsImJ1bGxldGluX2xpbmtfaWQiOiIxMDEiLCJzdWJzY3JpYmVyX2lkIjoiNjg2NjYwNzYxIiwibGlua19pZCI6Ijc2NjEwNDE0OSIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpkaWdlc3QiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5nYW8uZ292L3Byb2R1Y3RzL0dBTy0yMC0yMTA_dXRtX2NhbXBhaWduPXVzZ2FvX2VtYWlsJnV0bV9jb250ZW50PXRvcGljX3RheCZ1dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkiLCJidWxsZXRpbl9pZCI6IjIwMjAwMjI2LjE3ODE0NDgxIn0.kxDmEhCjuLPA9_CUHHFfCsSZOSDdPckv_Fan1gc0HK0
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJlbWFpbCI6ImppbS5kYXZpc0B2ZXRlcmFucy1mb3ItY2hhbmdlLm9yZyIsImJ1bGxldGluX2xpbmtfaWQiOiIxMDUiLCJzdWJzY3JpYmVyX2lkIjoiNjg2NjYwNzYxIiwibGlua19pZCI6Ijc2NjEwNDI0OSIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpkaWdlc3QiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5nYW8uZ292L3Byb2R1Y3RzL0dBTy0yMC0yMTA_dXRtX2NhbXBhaWduPXVzZ2FvX2VtYWlsJnV0bV9jb250ZW50PXRvcGljX3JldGlyZW1lbnRzZWN1cml0eSZ1dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkiLCJidWxsZXRpbl9pZCI6IjIwMjAwMjI2LjE3ODE0NDkxIn0.K7NjlEM0VVrLqe_MTzm1VCo48jTjrqJNBQ5VUL5xG


about
and
Detect
Noncompliance
Related
to
Unconventional
Assets

5. Coast
Guard:
Actions
Needed
to
Evaluate
the
Effectiveness
of
Organizational
Changes
and
Determine
Workforce
Needs

6. Native
American
Issues:
Examples
of
Certain
Federal
Requirements
That
Apply
to
Cultural
Resources
and
Factors
That
Impact
Tribal

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJlbWFpbCI6ImppbS5kYXZpc0B2ZXRlcmFucy1mb3ItY2hhbmdlLm9yZyIsImJ1bGxldGluX2xpbmtfaWQiOiIxMDEiLCJzdWJzY3JpYmVyX2lkIjoiNjg2NjYwNzYxIiwibGlua19pZCI6Ijc2NjEwNDQyOSIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpkaWdlc3QiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5nYW8uZ292L3Byb2R1Y3RzL0dBTy0yMC0yMjM_dXRtX2NhbXBhaWduPXVzZ2FvX2VtYWlsJnV0bV9jb250ZW50PXRvcGljX25hdGxkZWZlbnNlJnV0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDAyMjYuMTc4MTQ1NzEifQ.SSCed5DuGLXuFvrA8oDZVg8Lo9yOue9zgI058FddA0g
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJlbWFpbCI6ImppbS5kYXZpc0B2ZXRlcmFucy1mb3ItY2hhbmdlLm9yZyIsImJ1bGxldGluX2xpbmtfaWQiOiIxMDEiLCJzdWJzY3JpYmVyX2lkIjoiNjg2NjYwNzYxIiwibGlua19pZCI6Ijc2NjEwNDQyMSIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpkaWdlc3QiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5nYW8uZ292L3Byb2R1Y3RzL0dBTy0yMC00NjZUP3V0bV9jYW1wYWlnbj11c2dhb19lbWFpbCZ1dG1fY29udGVudD10b3BpY19qdXN0aWNlJnV0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDAyMjYuMTc4MTQ1OTEifQ.U3YEPPCEHPvoY7zTUYwWN-Gm28WcnumkPf1CjCpmICQ


Tribal
Consultation

7. Tax
Cuts
and
Jobs
Act:
Considerable
Progress
Made
Implementing
Business
Provisions,
but
IRS
Faces
Administrative
and
Compliance
Challenges

8. Defense
Health
Care:
DOD
Surveys
Indicate
Beneficiary
Experience
Generally
Unchanged
in
First
Year
of
TRICARE
Select

9. Private
Pensions:
IRS
and
DOL

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJlbWFpbCI6ImppbS5kYXZpc0B2ZXRlcmFucy1mb3ItY2hhbmdlLm9yZyIsImJ1bGxldGluX2xpbmtfaWQiOiIxMDEiLCJzdWJzY3JpYmVyX2lkIjoiNjg2NjYwNzYxIiwibGlua19pZCI6Ijc2NTM5OTc4MSIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpkaWdlc3QiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5nYW8uZ292L3Byb2R1Y3RzL0dBTy0yMC0xMDM_dXRtX2NhbXBhaWduPXVzZ2FvX2VtYWlsJnV0bV9jb250ZW50PXRvcGljX3RheCZ1dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkiLCJidWxsZXRpbl9pZCI6IjIwMjAwMjI1LjE3NzU1NzcxIn0.630eHiASI7EmpnpAC7AyKCVTWVBcO8rLjPrBe-jtf-U
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJlbWFpbCI6ImppbS5kYXZpc0B2ZXRlcmFucy1mb3ItY2hhbmdlLm9yZyIsImJ1bGxldGluX2xpbmtfaWQiOiIxMDEiLCJzdWJzY3JpYmVyX2lkIjoiNjg2NjYwNzYxIiwibGlua19pZCI6Ijc2NzcxNzA3NyIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpkaWdlc3QiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5nYW8uZ292L3Byb2R1Y3RzL0dBTy0yMC0zMTg_dXRtX2NhbXBhaWduPXVzZ2FvX2VtYWlsJnV0bV9jb250ZW50PXRvcGljX25hdGxkZWZlbnNlJnV0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDAyMjcuMTc4OTEzMzEifQ.yHBM0N6j1iadWOscqkpCBcdLHYaKHf3E3dNCFtPQufQ


DOL
Should
Strengthen
Oversight
of
Executive
Retirement
Plans

10. Equal
Employment
Opportunity:
DHS
Could
Better
Address
Challenges
to
Ensuring
EEO
in
Its
Workforce

Phase-Out of the SBP-DIC Offset
Frequently Asked Questions

As a result of the VFW’s tireless advocacy, The
National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year
2020 modified the law that requires an offset of
Survivor Benefit Plan (SBP) payments for surviving
spouses who are also entitled to Dependency and
Indemnity Compensation (DIC) from the Department of
Veterans Affairs. Under the previous law, a surviving
spouse who receives DIC is subject to a dollar-for-
dollar reduction of SBP payments, which can result in
SBP being either partially or fully offset. The repeal will
phase-in the reduction of this offset beginning on Jan.
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1, 2021, and culminating with elimination of the offset
in its entirety on Jan. 1, 2023. Read frequently asked
questions and answers.

This Federal Agency Is Desperately
Searching for Veterans to Hire Now

In an open letter sent through the VA Blog, the U.S.
Census Bureau is asking American military Veterans
to step up and serve their country once again. This
time, it needs Vets to take the national roll call.
Officials with the 2020 Census have had a difficult time
finding the half-million or so workers they need to
complete the mission of counting the number of people
in the United States and gathering demographic data
about where they live, what they do and how they fit
into the greater American economy. Read more here.

https://media.defense.gov/2020/Feb/24/2002253692/-1/-1/1/FACT-SHEET-ON-SURVIVOR-BENEFIT-PLAN.PDF?source=GovDelivery
https://www.blogs.va.gov/VAntage/71638/open-letter-veteran-community-u-s-census-bureau/
https://www.military.com/daily-news/2020/02/20/federal-agency-desperately-searching-veterans-hire-now.html


Listen to New TRICARE Beneficiary
Bulletin Podcast #542

Listen to this latest podcast to hear about:

• TRICARE Publications Survey 
• TRICARE For Life Webinar 
• Enrolling Through milConnect

Visit the Multimedia Center for this podcast and
previous podcasts.

VA Launches Solid Start Program for
Newly Transitioned Veterans

The Solid Start program is a transition program
recently launched to proactively contact newly
separated Veterans by phone during the critical first
year of transition from military service. The goal is to
provide them valuable benefits information such as

health care services, mental health services, home
loan information, and Veteran employment services.

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDAyMjQuMTc2NTk3MTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy50cmljYXJlLm1pbC9wb2RjYXN0cyJ9.mwzQzKNhDVOVkJkYAbUNkwOtku4fDqvnNTi5YsOP-zg/br/75324372332-


loan information, and Veteran employment services.
The first year of transition is critical and creates
significant stress and pressures. The VA hopes the
Solid Start program will ease those stressors on
Veterans and families while making them aware of the
benefits and services readily available to them. Learn
more.

DoD Releases Fact Sheet on SBP
Changes

The Department of Defense (DoD) has recently
released a FAQ for recent changes to the Survivor
Benefit Program (SBP) that were enacted in the FY
2020 National Defense Authorization Act (S. 1790).
This FRA-supported provision provides for the

elimination of the Survivor Benefit Plan
(SBP)/Dependency and Indemnity Compensation
(DIC) offset for widows and widowers of service
members over three years. This offset, also known as
the "widow's tax," impacts approximately 65,000
widows and widowers of our Armed Forces.

Under the previous law, a surviving spouse who

https://www.benefits.va.gov/benefits/solid-start.asp


Under the previous law, a surviving spouse who
receives DIC is subject to a dollar-for-dollar reduction
of SBP payments, which can result in SBP being either
partially or fully offset. The repeal will phase-in the
reduction of this offset beginning on January 1, 2021
and culminating with elimination of the offset in its
entirety on January 1, 2023. For the remainder of
calendar year 2020, surviving spouses remain subject
to the existing dollar-for-dollar offset of SBP payments
by the amount of DIC paid by the Department of
Veterans Affairs (VA).

To view the DoD publication online.

https://www.votervoice.net/BroadcastLinks/-3-wbuPioZPVz-teHgKXvw


Applications Closing Soon for 2020 Pat
Tillman Foundation Scholarship

The Pat Tillman Foundation is accepting applications
for the 2020 Tillman Military Scholarship program. The
application cycle opened Feb. 1 and will close at 11:59
p.m. (PST) on Feb. 29. The scholarship will pay for
both academic expenses such as tuition and fees, as
well as those pesky add-on costs like living expenses
and books. Tillman Scholars can expect an average
award of $11,000. Read more here.

'Paint' that Purports to Regrow
Wounded Troops' Bones Moving

Toward FDA Testing

The latest proposed bone regenerative therapy is a
paint-like substance that coats implants or other
devices to promote bone regrowth. It’s designed for
use in treating combat injuries and lower back pain,
among other issues. After about $9 million in grants
from the Departments of Defense and Veterans Affairs,
the substance, called AMP2, made by the company
Theradaptive, is moving onto the next trial phase, a
step ahead of testing on humans. Creator Luis Alvarez,
a retired Army lieutenant colonel who served a year in
Iraq, said coating an implant is much better than the

https://www.military.com/education/money-for-school/applications-pat-tillman-foundation-scholarship.html


Iraq, said coating an implant is much better than the
current, more dangerous therapy for bone regrowth.
Read more here.

Granting VA Disability Claims by
Remote Questionnaire Led to Fraud,

Report Shows

The Veterans Benefits Administration (VBA) created
the questionnaires for public use a decade ago to
address its claims backlog by letting Veterans undergo
a private, non-VA provider examination. But several
years later, over concerns of fraud raised by the IG, the
VBA stopped accepting "telehealth" examinations --
health care delivered remotely via phone or internet --
by non-VA providers or contractors when determining a
disability claim. But IG staff found VBA claims
processors have used the telehealth questionnaires to
make decisions in more than half of the claims it
reviewed, adding up to about $613,000 in payments
from April 2017 through September 2018. Read more
here.

CLICK HERE TO FOLLOW US ON TWITTER!
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Eager to learn more about your TRICARE benefit?
Here are just some of the articles you can read in the
latest issue of the TRICARE Health Matters
Newsletter:

• TRICARE Rules for Enrolling and Disenrolling 
• Your TRICARE Payment Options 
• Seeking Care While on Active Duty 
• Take Action to Enroll in a TRICARE Plan When You
Retire 
• Read TRICARE Publications and Take the Survey

Download the latest TRICARE East Region or
TRICARE West Region newsletter HERE.

TRICARE wants to hear your feedback. Take the
publications survey and share your thoughts about the
newsletter.

Legislation Introduced to Study Toxic
Exposure at Karshi Khanabad

On Tuesday, Representatives Mark Green (R-Tenn.)
and Stephen Lynch (D-Mass.) introduced H.R. 5957,
the K2 Veterans Toxic Exposure Accountability Act of
2020. This important legislation would require DOD to
conduct a study on toxic exposure at Karshi Khanabad
Air Base (K2), Uzbekistan. The legislation would also
establish a K2 toxic exposure registry and a framework

for providing presumptive benefits for Veterans who
developed a health condition associated with toxic
exposure at K2. A December 2019 McClatchy article
reported that K2 was contaminated with enriched

http://www.tricare.mil/publications
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDAyMjcuMTc4NTQwNDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3N1cnZleS5mb3Jlc2VlcmVzdWx0cy5jb20vc3VydmV5L2Rpc3BsYXk_Y2lkPTM5MmI4NjcyNGZiNjQzNWQ4N2Y4NzY2NmNh


reported that K2 was contaminated with enriched
uranium, radiological residue from chemical weapons,
and other hazards. On Thursday, the House
Committee on Oversight and Reform Subcommittee on
National Security held a hearing to discuss hazardous
exposures at K2 and their effects on service members.
The VFW thanks Rep. Green and Rep. Lynch for
introducing this legislation and for their efforts to
expand health care and disability benefits for Veterans.
Learn more. Read the McClatchy article. Watch the
hearing.

Pentagon Awarded $876M in Contracts
Meant for Disabled Vets to Ineligible

Companies: IG

Small businesses owned or run by disabled Veterans
may have been cheated out of hundreds of millions of
dollars in Defense Department contracts by
unscrupulous firms who were ineligible for the awards,
the Pentagon's Inspector General reported Feb. 20.
The IG's audit found that the DoD "awarded $876.8
million in contracts to ineligible contractors and did not
implement procedures to ensure compliance with the
Service-Disabled Veteran-Owned Small Business

https://markgreen.house.gov/press-releases?id=B61D16BB-22BC-4476-8BFA-C29DF4A32641
https://www.mcclatchydc.com/news/nation-world/national/national-security/article238510218.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=3&v=YAHfyvEzf80&feature=emb_logo


Service-Disabled Veteran-Owned Small Business
(SDVOSB) subcontracting requirements after the
contracts were awarded." Read more HERE.

HSBC is Hiring Veterans -- View Open
Jobs Now

Our success is built on the diverse talent of our
employees. We continually search for the best and the
brightest, where we can all benefit from the variety of
perspectives, draw on different strengths and grow
together. Search jobs now.

Tricare to Add 'Female Viagra' to
Covered Drugs List

Tricare plans to expand its coverage of drugs used to
treat premenopausal women with low sexual desire, a
Tricare official said via email Feb. 12. Over the last five
years, the Food and Drug Administration has approved
two drugs to treat women with hypoactive sexual
desire disorder (HSDD): the daily pill Addyi in 2015,
and a self-administered injection, Vyleesi, in 2019.

https://www.military.com/daily-news/2020/02/20/pentagon-awarded-876m-contracts-meant-disabled-vets-ineligible-companies-ig.html
https://www.military.com/veteran-employers/hsbc


and a self-administered injection, Vyleesi, in 2019.
Read more HERE.

House Passes Five Veterans’ Bills

This week, the House passed five pieces of Veterans’
legislation. They range from protecting Veteran-owned
small business from losing contracts due to loopholes,
to giving student Veterans more information on GI Bill-
eligible schools. The bills that passed are: H.R. 561,
Protecting Business Opportunities for Veterans Act,
H.R. 2227, Gold Star Spouses and Spouses of Injured

Servicemembers Leasing Relief Expansion Act, H.R.
3749, Legal Services for Homeless Veterans Act, H.R.
4613, VA Reporting Transparency Act, and H.R. 4852
G.I. and Veterans Education Empowerment (GIVE)
Act.

Know a Hero Military Dog Who
Deserves an Award? Organization

Seeks Nominations

Have or know a furry, four-legged companion worthy of

https://www.military.com/daily-news/2020/02/16/tricare-add-female-viagra-covered-drugs-list.html
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Have or know a furry, four-legged companion worthy of
the title hero? It's open nomination time for the annual
American Humane Hero Dog Awards. Since 2011,
Americans have cast millions of votes for thousands of
dogs competing for the award. Read more HERE.
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The Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency
announced one new identification, and three burial
updates for service members who have been missing

and unaccounted-for from WWII and the Korean War.
Returning home for burial with full military honors are:

Navy Fireman 1st Class James C. Webb, 23, of
Hobart, Arkansas, was assigned to the battleship USS
Oklahoma, which was moored at Ford Island, Pearl
Harbor, when the ship was attacked by Japanese
aircraft on Dec. 7, 1941. The USS Oklahoma sustained
multiple torpedo hits, which caused it to quickly
capsize. The attack on the ship resulted in the deaths
of 429 crewmen, including Webb. Interment services
are pending. Read about Webb.

Army Sgt. David C. Sewell, 30, of Walker, Minnesota,
was a member of Company M, 3rd Battalion, 31st
Infantry Regiment, 7th Infantry Division. He was
reported missing in action on Nov. 28, 1950, in the
vicinity of the Chosin Reservoir, North Korea, when his
unit was attacked by enemy forces. Following the
battle, his remains could not be recovered. Sewell will
be buried in Anoka, Minnesota. The date has yet to be
determined. Read about Sewell.

Navy Seaman 2nd Class Everett G. Windle, 20, of

https://www.dpaa.mil/News-Stories/News-Releases/PressReleaseArticleView/Article/1956825/uss-oklahoma-sailor-accounted-for-from-world-war-ii-webb-j/
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Navy Seaman 2nd Class Everett G. Windle, 20, of
Kansas City, Missouri, was assigned to the battleship
USS Oklahoma, which was moored at Ford Island,
Pearl Harbor, when the ship was attached by
Japanese aircraft on Dec. 7, 1941. The USS

Oklahoma sustained multiple torpedo hits, which
caused it to quickly capsize. The attack on the ship
resulted in the deaths of 429 crewmen, including
Windle. He will be buried in Honolulu. The date has yet
to be determined. Read about Windle.

Naval Reserve Machinist’s Mate 1st Class Paul H.
Gebser, 39, of San Diego, was assigned to the
battleship USS Oklahoma, which was moored at Ford
Island, Pearl Harbor, when the ship was attached by
Japanese aircraft on Dec. 7, 1941. The USS
Oklahoma sustained multiple torpedo hits, which
caused it to quickly capsize. The attack on the ship
resulted in the deaths of 429 crewmen, including
Gebser. The date and location have yet to be
determined. Read about Gebser.
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